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The leader of K-pop sensation BTS
has turned an out-of-print book into a
bestseller in South Korea in just days,

as fans flocked to get a copy after he was
seen reading it. The trailblazing septet have
reached global superstardom, with their
single “Dynamite” entering the Billboard Hot
100 at number one last year, making them
the first South Korean act to top the US
chart. They are credited with generating bil-

lions for the South Korean economy, and
last year their label HYBE made a high-pro-
file stock market debut.

A video released in August showed the
group’s 26-year-old leader RM eating a
bowl of noodles with a book titled “Early
Death” on the table next to him. The book,
which has been out of print for more than
10 years, is about the lives and work of a
dozen Korean artists who passed away at

a young age. The boy band’s fans, who are
known as ARMY, besieged the book’s pub-
lisher Hyohyung Books trying to obtain
copies, and within days the firm announced
a re-publication.

“Now ‘Early Death’ has gained a new life
and will be reprinted for the first time in 18
years,” the publisher said on its Instagram
account, adding: “RM and ARMY, thank
you.” Sales have soared and it was the

bestselling book in the art category last
week, according to South Korea’s largest
bookstore chain Kyobo Book Centre. RM is
known to be an avid reader and has previ-
ously recommended books to his fans.
Earlier this year, a book by a conceptual
artist titled “The Other Side of Things” sold
out across the country a day after RM
shared two photos of it online. — AFP

Piers Morgan
hails Ofcom
ruling

Piers Morgan has hailed
Ofcom’s rejection of complaints
against him as a “resounding

victory for free speech”. The broad-
cast watchdog delivered a 26-page
ruling yesterday (clearing him of any
wrongdoing after they received over
57,000 complaints over his hosting
of ‘Good Morning Britain’ when he
questioned the Duchess of Sussex’s
comments in her controversial
Oprah Winfrey interview, including
saying he didn’t believe the former
actress when she claimed to have
been suicidal. And the 56-year-old
presenter - who quit ‘GMB’ after
refusing to apologize for his remarks
- is “delighted” with their ruling.

He told MailOnline: “I’m delighted
that Ofcom has so emphatically sup-
ported my right to disbelieve the
Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s
incendiary claims to Oprah Winfrey,
many of which have since been
proved to be untrue. This is a
resounding victory for free speech
and a resounding defeat for Princess
Pinocchios. “As OFCOM says, to
have stifled my right to express
strongly held and robustly argued
views would have been an ‘unwar-
ranted and chilling restriction on free-
dom of expression.” And Piers joked
he’d be looking to return to his posi-
tion on the morning show’s sofa in
the wake of the verdict. He quipped:
“In light of this decision - do I get my
job back?”

Meghan herself was one of the
people who made a complaint about
his comments and Piers slammed
her for the way she raised her objec-
tions to ITV boss Dame Carolyn
McCall. He said: “I was reliably
informed recently that Meghan
Markle wrote directly to my ITV boss
Dame Carolyn McCall the night
before I was forced out, demanding
my head on a plate. “Apparently, she
stressed that she was writing to
Dame Carolyn personally because
they were both women and mothers
- a nauseating playing of the gender
and maternity card if ever there was
one. What has the world come to
when a whiny fork-tongued actress
can dictate who presents a morning
television news program?”

In their ruling, Ofcom insisted
Piers was entitled to “rigorously chal-
lenge” the comments made by
Meghan and her husband, Prince
Harry, in the interview, including that
the duchess felt suicidal and ques-
tions had been raised by an
unnamed royal about the colour of
their unborn baby’s skin, and brand-
ed attempts to silence him a “chilling
restriction on freedom of expres-
sion”.

They ruled: “Mr Morgan was enti-
tled to say he disbelieved the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex’s allegations
and to hold and express strong
views that rigorously challenged their
account...

“The restriction of such views
would, in our view, be an unwarrant-
ed and chilling restriction on freedom
of expression both of the broadcast-
er and the audience. “Overall, Ofcom
considered that there is a high public
interest value in broadcasting open
and frank discussions about race
and racism, as long as they comply
with the Code.” The watchdog also
rejected allegations that Piers was
not “duly impartial”, had “misrepre-
sented facts” and “mocked the
American accent”. Hours after the
tell-all interview with Oprah had aired
in the US on 7 March, Piers had
blasted the duchess on ‘Good
Morning Britain’.

He fumed: “I’m sorry, I don’t believe
a word she says. I wouldn’t believe
her if she read me a weather report.
The fact she has expressed an
onslaught against our Royal Family is
contemptible.” The following day, he
walked off camera during a heated
row with weatherman Alex Beresford,
who accused him of unfairly “trashing”
the duchess. Piers quit the program
later that day. — AFP

Marvel eyes China
with ‘Shang-Chi 
and the Legend of
the Ten Rings’

In Hollywood’s latest attempt to score in
the huge-but highly restrictive-Chinese
market, an Asian actor has been cast as

a leading Marvel superhero for the first
time. “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings,” out on Friday, takes the 25th
installment in the wildly popular Marvel film
series into mythical China, where enor-
mous beasts, mysticism and kung fu col-
lide for a tale about the difficult relationship
between a son and his father. The titular
son-played by relatively unknown Chinese-
Canadian actor Simu Liu-fled his control-
ling dad as a teenager, after being sculpted
into a deadly assassin, and washes up in
the United States.

There he lives anonymously, palling
around with the underachieving Katy,
played by Awkwafina (“Crazy Rich Asians”),
until his father-Hong Kong superstar Tony
Leung-sends a sinister gang to chase him
home. “Shang-Chi” locates itself firmly in the
record-grossing Marvel Cinematic Universe
series of movies, with an amusing reprisal
of Ben Kingsley’s washed-up actor Trevor
Slattery from “Iron Man 3.” Its value for

Marvel Studios, and owner Disney, howev-
er, was expected to be as a vehicle for
expanding into the Chinese market. “It’s
very moving because it’s been a long time
coming to have an Asian superhero, and a
movie that celebrates not only our culture
but our humanity,” Asian-American actress
Jodi Long told AFP at the film’s world pre-
miere in Los Angeles. “And I think that’s
really important in this time of Covid and
xenophobia.”

‘Stereotype’ 
Yet despite a predominantly Asian cast,

and huge swathes of dialogue in Mandarin-
both predicted to be popular among China’s
cinemagoers-success for “Shang-Chi” is far
from guaranteed. Like the previous Marvel
film “Black Widow,” the film still doesn’t have
a release date in China, where movie the-
aters reopening this summer are stocked
largely with domestic, patriotic features. As
well as protecting Chinese filmmaking, this
could reflect growing discontent with
Disney-owned Marvel, whose next big
superhero outing “Eternals” is being direct-
ed by Beijing-born Chloe Zhao.

Zhao won two Oscars including an his-
toric best director statuette this year for
“Nomadland,” but her success has been
censored in China after a nationalist back-
lash over years-old interviews in which she
appeared to criticize her country of birth.
Excitement in China for “Shang-Chi” also
appears to be lukewarm among some
social media users. “This movie will only
deepen the world’s stereotype of us,” wrote
one user on Weibo, China’s Twitter-like
messaging service.

“Marvel may not want to insult China, but
it is a fact that in terms of casting, it has to
cater to the American social aesthetic of
humiliating China.” Another user called it “a
poor attempt to mint money from Chinese
audiences.” On popular review site Duoban-
similar to Rotten Tomatoes-one user
bemoaned the notion of an Americanized
Chinese man returning to his homeland to
do battle with his traditionally minded father.
“Marvel do you really want to enter China
with such a plot?” the user wrote.—AFP

Venice Film Festival returned to the
spotlight yesterday with an interna-
tional roster of blockbuster and auteur

movies and Hollywood’s jet-set poised to
face the cameras. Held on the glitzy, beach-
lined Lido, the world’s oldest film festival will
seek to recover some of the glamour lost
last year, when coronavirus kept away
many participants, including the most red
carpet-worthy celebrities. But with strict anti-
COVID measures in place, “La Mostra”, as
it is known in Italy, will again seek to prove
that it is the indispensable springboard for
the Oscars, with a first-rate sampling of films
from around the globe.

The bar is high this year, after the rival
Cannes Film Festival stole some focus in
July after cancelling its 2020 competition.
But the director of Venice’s festival, Alberto
Barbera, told AFP the pandemic appeared
to have stimulated the creativity of filmmak-
ers, with a particularly high quality of sub-
missions this year. “It’s like the difficult cir-
cumstances... served to stimulate the cre-
ativity of the directors,” said Barbera in an
interview Tuesday ahead of the opening, as
workers were busy putting the final touches
to the red carpet. “Many of the directors’

films are among their best,” Barbera said.
“This means that probably this edition will
be one of the strongest of recent years.”

Stars are back 
A jury led by “Parasite” director Bong

Joon-Ho will award one of 21 films in the
main competition the coveted Golden Lion
top prize during a closing night ceremony
on September 11. “Nomadland”, which
snatched up multiple Oscars, including best
film, at the 2020 Academy Awards, was last
year’s Venice winner, although neither
director Chloe Zhao nor leading actress
Frances McDormand were able to make
the trip to Italy.

This year, things should be different,
Barbera said, with more Hollywood talent
heading for the festival, more spectators
and more worldwide press. Among the
stars expected to walk the red carpet over
the course of the festival are Kristen
Stewart - playing Lady Diana in Pablo
Larrain’s “Spencer”-Benedict
Cumberbatch, Penelope Cruz and Antonio
Banderas. —AFP

Mark Hoppus’
hair is growing
back
The Blink-182 star - who revealed in

June he’s been diagnosed with an
aggressive form of lymphoma - lost

his locks due to chemotherapy and though
his treatment has left him feeling “terrible”,
he’s trying to stay positive and has seen
the funny side of the small amount of hair
that’s emerged on his scalp. Sharing a

photo of his scalp following his fifth round
of chemo, he wrote on Instagram:
“Hahaha. Look at this trash. This is the top
of my head right now. This is what God
sees when He looks down upon His work
and despairs. “Cancer-ass head trying to
grow back some hair. Awww. Poor little
head. Keep your chin up, fighter. Feeling
terrible this week but trying to stay positive
and count my blessings.”

The 49-year-old rocker has been left
exhausted from the treatment and has no
plans to stray further than his lounge. He
added: “I hope everyone is doing great,
staying healthy, and being kind to each
other. If anyone needs me, I’ll be on the
couch for the foreseeable future.” In July,
Mark shared his joy that the chemotherapy
had seemingly had a positive impact for

him. He tweeted: “Scans indicate that the
chemo is working! I still have months of
treatment ahead, but it’s the best possible
news. “I’m so grateful and confused and
also sick from last week’s chemo. But the
poison the doctors pump into me and the
kind thoughts and wishes of people around
me are destroying this cancer. Just gonna
keep fighting... (sic)” The ‘What’s My Age
Again?’ hitmaker previously vowed to con-
ceal his hairloss with the “absolute worst
toupee” to see how people would react. He
said: “I want to get the absolute worst
toupee, so that it’s obviously not my hair,
and just walk around and see how people
look at me.”— Bang Showbiz

A girl walks past a mural showing an image of the rapper ‘RM’ from the K-pop boy band sensa-
tion BTS, at the Goyang Tourist Information Centre in Goyang, northwest of Seoul. — AFP photos

Copies of the book titled ‘Early Death’ are displayed at a bookstore in Seoul after the leader of K-
pop sensation BTS turned the out-of-print book into a bestseller in South Korea.

In this file photo Canadian actor Simu Liu
arrives for the world premiere of Marvel’s
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings”
at the El Capitan theatre in Hollywood,
California.

In this file photo Director Destin Daniel Cretton
arrives for the world premiere of Marvel’s
‘Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings’ at
the El Capitan theatre in Hollywood, California.
— AFP photos

In this file photo Actress Awkwafina arrives for
the world premiere of Marvel’s “Shang-Chi and
the Legend of the Ten Rings” at the El Capitan
theatre in Hollywood, California.

(From left) Italian Spanish actress Aitana Sanchez-Gijon, Spanish actress Milena Smit, Spanish
director Pedro Almodovar, Spanish actress Penelope Cruz and Spanish actor Israel Elejalde pose
during a photocall for the film ‘Madres Paralelas’ (Parallel Mothers) on the opening day of the
78th Venice Film Festival, yesterday at Venice Lido. — AFP photos

Director of the 78th Venice Film festival, Alberto Barbera (Bottom) poses with (from left) Jury
members of the 78th Venice Film festival, Romanian director Alexander Nanau, Chinese director
Chloe Zhao, British actress Cynthia Erivo, South Korean director Bong Joon-ho, Belgian French
actress Virginie Efira, Italian director Saverio Costanzo and Canadian actress Sarah Gadon yester-
day, during a photocall for the Venezia 78 Competition Jury, on the opening day of the 78th Venice
Film Festival at Venice Lido. — AFP 
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