
California
declares war
on ‘ghost guns’ 
LOS ANGELES: California is declar-
ing war on “ghost guns”-weapons kits
sold on the internet without any sys-
tem of control-with Los Angeles on
Tuesday becoming the latest city to
move to outlaw them. City councilors
in the metropolis-the second largest in
the United States-voted unanimously
to move to ban the sale or possession
of the untraceable firearms whose use
has exploded in recent years.

“When we see an increase in
homicides here, and when we see
that the (police) report that 40 per-
cent of the crime guns recovered are
ghost guns, we know that we have a
very urgent critical situation that
needs to be addressed,” said Paul
Koretz, the councilmember who pro-
posed the ordinance.

Ghost guns first appeared around a
decade ago, and became popular
among weapons enthusiasts. Also
called “80-percent guns,” they are
sold as parts, and must be assembled

by the end user. Crucially, they have
no serial number, and, because they
are not classified as guns during the
retail process, the kits do not require
a license or a background check in
many US states, including California.

Readily avai lable onl ine, they
quickly became the go-to solution
for people barred from buying a
weapon because of a criminal record
or their age. The resulting prolifera-
tion is becoming a real problem for
law enforcement, said Los Angeles
Police Department Deputy Chief
Kris Pitcher.

“Ghost guns have been around for
approximately nine years, however,
they have surfaced as a major prob-
lem in 2020 with the confiscation of
814 ghost guns just last year alone in
Los Angeles,” he said. A study by
Everytown for Gun Safety, an organi-
zation that fights gun violence, found
that a kit to assemble an AR-15 rifle-
one of the most popular models in the
United States, and often used in mass
shootings-can cost less than $400.

An online pitch for the weapon
boasts how easy it is to assemble,
according to the study. “Building...
doesn’t take too long. Within an hour
or two, you should be breaking it in at
the range.” Anyone needing inspira-

tion need look no further than
YouTube, where tutorials with hun-
dreds of thousands of views are not
hard to find.

Legal loophole 
The vote Tuesday brings Los

Angeles closer to both San Diego and
San Francisco in trying to rid the
streets of the weapons. The city of
San Francisco is suing three manufac-
turers in a bid to staunch the flood of
unlicensed guns.

“We directly take on those who are
responsible for bringing these dan-
gerous and unregulated weapons into
the streets of San Francisco and
throughout the state of California,”
said San Francisco District Attorney
Chesa Boudin. According to the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, the government body
that regulates gun sales on a federal
level, two-thirds of the ghost guns
seized in the United States last year
were in California. — AFP

LONDON: Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday
said Britain owed “an immense debt” to Afghans
who worked with NATO forces as he announced
“vital support” for those resettling in the UK.

But his government is coming under fire after
thousands of Afghans who helped NATO and are
eligible to move to Britain under the “Relocations
and Assistance Policy” were believed to be have
been left stranded in Afghanistan, where they are at
the mercy of the Taleban.

More than 8,000 did make it out, and the gov-
ernment announced yesterday that they will be giv-
en immediate indefinite leave to remain and that £15
million would be provided for additional school
places and to support access to the health service.

“We owe an immense debt to those who worked
with the Armed Forces in Afghanistan and I am
determined that we give them and their families the
support they need to rebuild their lives here in the
UK,” Johnson said of the so-called “Operation
Warm Welcome” measures.

“I know this will be an incredibly daunting time,
but I hope they will take heart from the wave of
support and generosity already expressed by the
British public.”

The government said the measures “will give
Afghans the certainty and stability to rebuild their
lives with unrestricted rights to work and the option
to apply for British citizenship in the future.”

But current and former officials have condemned
the government, suggesting many more could have

been rescued. The Observer on Sunday cited a
whistleblower as saying thousands of emails from
MPs and charities to the foreign ministry highlight-
ing specific Afghans at risk from the Taleban
takeover went unopened.

Foreign Minister Dominic Raab has already been
strongly criticised for not immediately leaving a
beach holiday when the Taleban took control.

An unnamed minister also told the Sunday Times

that “I suspect we could have taken out 800-1,000
more people”.

Raab faces a tough hearing before the Foreign
Affairs Committee yesterday, when he will be grilled
by MPs over the chaotic withdrawal.

Announcing the evidence session, Chair of the
Foreign Affairs Committee Tom Tugendhat said that
“the last two weeks have been tough for so many of
us: Anger, shame, even incredulity”.

“We never thought we would see the day NATO
forces, led by the US, would turn their backs on the
people of Afghanistan. “How will we deal with the
Taleban? How will Afghanistan shape our regional

strategy? How will the government hold the Taleban
to account for reverses in human rights?

“These questions, and so many others, will be
put to the Foreign Secretary.” — AFP
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German go on
trial for spying 
for Russians 
BERLIN: The German employee of a security
company went on trial yesterday for allegedly
passing on floor plans of parliament buildings
to Russian secret services, a case that has fur-
ther frayed ties between Berlin and Moscow.

The suspect named only as Jens F., 56, is
accused of handing over a CD-Rom with more
than 300 files of floor plans of buildings used
by the German Bundestag to the military
attache of the Russian embassy in 2017.

The military attache in post at that time is
believed to be an employee of Russia’s GRU
military intelligence service. The suspect
meanwhile worked for a security company
contracted by the Bundestag.

Reading out the charge sheet before a court
in Berlin, prosecutor Frank Stuppi accused the
man of espionage. The suspect did not make
any statements at the opening of the trial.

The court revealed that a plea bargain had
been offered with a jail term of between 20
months to two years, but that was not taken up
by the suspect. The defence had advised Jens F.
not to plead guilty, arguing there was no proof
that he had transmitted the information to the
Russians. 

According to defence lawyer Friedrich
Humke, the prosecution’s case is based on the
life of his client — who was once an army offi-
cer in former communist East Germany.

Prosecutor Stuppi acknowledged that other
people could have had access to the floor
plans, but argued that the indictment was
based on the route that the files had taken.

Key indicators were when the files were
saved and how they were stored, he said. The
court is expected to hear the case until the end
of September.

Tensions 
Without citing its sources, Spiegel magazine

reported that the suspect was a former officer
of the 9th tank division of the East German
army. Between 1984 and 1990, he also worked
for the feared Stasi secret police informally,
said Spiegel.

The case comes at a time of particularly
rocky ties between Berlin and Moscow over a
series of espionage cases, the poisoning and
jailing of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny as well
as repeated cyberattacks against the West.

The West has accused the Russian govern-
ment of poisoning Navalny with the Soviet-era
nerve agent Novichok in August 2020, which
the Kremlin denies.

Navalny was treated in Berlin before he
returned to Moscow several months later.
Upon landing at the airport, Navalny was
imprisoned, sparking demands from the West
for his release. In June, German police arrested
a Russian scientist working at an unidentified
university, accusing him of spying for Moscow.

Germany has also repeatedly accused
Russia of cyberattacks on its soil. The most
high-profile incident blamed on Russian hack-
ers to date was a cyberattack in 2015 that
completely paralysed the computer network of
the Bundestag lower house of parliament, forc-
ing the entire institution offline for days while it
was fixed.

In another high profile case before a
German court, a Russian man is on trial over
the assassination of a former Chechen com-
mander in a Berlin park, allegedly on Russia’s
orders. Moscow has denied being behind such
actions. — AFP
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LONDON: Britain’s Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab (L) and Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (R) tour with
Director General, Tom Drew (C) on a visit to The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Crisis Centre
at the Foreign Offices in London, to see how they are supporting and monitoring the ongoing evacuations in
Afghanistan. —AFP

LOS ANGELES, California: In this photo illustration, a man looks at a website which
sells gun kits or “ghost guns,” August 31, 2021 in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

6-week abortion
law takes effect
in Texas 
WASHINGTON:  A Texas law that
bans abortion after six weeks, and
makes no exception for rape or
incest, took effect yesterday after
the Supreme Court did not act on an
emergency request to block it .
Governor Greg Abbott, a
Republican, signed a bill in May to
ban abortion once a fetal heartbeat
can be detected, usually in the sixth
week of pregnancy.

While similar bans have been
passed in a dozen states, all had so far
been blocked in the courts from going
into force. The Supreme Court may still
grant the request from rights groups
and abortion providers to halt the so-
called “heartbeat bill”, which makes
Texas the hardest state in the United
States in which to get an abortion.

The American Civil Liberties
Union, Planned Parenthood, the
Center for Reproductive Rights and
other groups filed an emergency
request with the Supreme Court on
Monday asking it to stop the law from

taking effect. “Approximately 85 to
90 percent of people who obtain an
abortion in Texas are at least six
weeks into pregnancy, meaning this
law would prohibit nearly all abor-
tions in the state,” ACLU said.

The other states that have sought
to enact restrictions on abortion in
the early stages of pregnancy have
been barred from doing so by the
landmark 1973 Supreme Court ruling
Roe v Wade. That decision allowed
abortion so long as the fetus is not
viable, which is usually the case until
the 22nd to 24th weeks of pregnancy.

Texas’s law is different from those
of other states because it allows the
public-rather than state officials like
prosecutors or health departments-to
enforce the ban. Everyday citizens
are encouraged to report people get-
ting an abortion in violation of the
terms of the law or doctors who per-
form them.

The Texas law “creates a bounty
hunting scheme that encourages the
general public to bring costly and
harassing lawsuits against anyone
who they believe has violated the
ban,” the ACLU said. “Anyone who
successfully sues a health center
worker, an abortion provider, or any
person who helps someone access an
abortion after six weeks will be

rewarded with at least $10,000, to be
paid by the person sued,” it said.

“Anti-abortion groups in Texas
have already set up online forms
enlisting people to sue anyone they
believe is violating the law and
encouraging people to submit ‘anony-
mous tips’ on doctors, clinics, and
others who violate the law,” it said.

Nancy Northup, president of the
Center for Reproductive Rights, said
the Texas bill would force women to

“travel out of state-in the middle of a
pandemic-to receive constitutionally
guaranteed healthcare.”

“Many will not be able to afford
to,” Northup said. “It’s cruel, uncon-
scionable, and unlawful.” Alexis
McGill Johnson, president of Planned
Parenthood, said the Supreme Court
is being asked “to uphold 50 years of
precedent and ensure Texans won’t
be denied their constitutional right to
abortion.” — AFP

AUSTIN, Texas: File photo shows protesters march down Congress Ave at a protest outside
the Texas state capitol on May 29, 2021 in Austin, Texas. A Texas law that bans abortion
after six weeks, and makes no exception for rape or incest, took effect yesterday. —AFP

3 Florida murders 
linked to Brazilian 
serial killer
MIAMI: Three murders of women in Florida
some 20 years ago were committed by a Brazilian
serial killer who later died in a plane crash, police
said Tuesday.

Roberto Wagner Fernandes, who lived in Miami
in the 1990s and early 2000s, may be responsible
for other murders, the Broward County Sheriff’s
Office said.

“I believe there are other cases out there and

that is part of our ongoing investigation,” said
Broward County Detective Zachary Scott.

Police said Fernandes had been charged in Brazil
with murdering his wife in 1996 but was acquitted
and moved to Miami, where he worked as a flight
attendant and a tour bus driver.

He is suspected of murdering three women in
Florida who suffered from drug addiction and had
engaged in prostitution. The first victim was
Kimberly Dietz-Livesey, whose body was found
stuffed inside a suitcase in June 2000.

Two months later, the body of another woman,
Sia Demas, was found inside a duffel bag by the
side of a road. A third victim, Jessica Good, was
stabbed to death. Her body was found floating in
Biscayne Bay in Miami in August 2001.

After becoming a suspect in Good’s murder,

Fernandes fled to Brazil, which does not have an
extradition treaty with the United States.

In 2011, investigators were able to match DNA
and fingerprints from Good’s murder to the murders
of Dietz-Livesey and Demas in Broward County
and the hunt for Fernandes resumed.

After learning that Fernandes, a licensed pilot,
had reportedly been killed in a 2005 plane crash
while flying from Brazil to Paraguay, the authorities
went looking for his grave.

“We had to confirm whether the death was real
or not,” said Sergeant Nikoli Trifonov. “People may
fake their death, especially after committing a
murder.” Fernandes’ remains were exhumed sever-
al months ago and the American authorities were
able to conclusively match his DNA to the three
Florida murders. — AFP


