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NEW ORLEANS: Louisiana and
Mississippi took stock Tuesday of the dis-
aster inflicted by powerful Hurricane Ida, as
receding floodwaters began to reveal the
full extent of the damage along the US Gulf
Coast and the death toll rose to four. New
Orleans was under a curfew Tuesday
evening, nearly two days after Ida slammed
into the Louisiana coast as a Category 4
storm, exactly 16 years after devastating
Hurricane Katrina — which killed more
than 1,800 people — made landfall.

Four deaths have been confirmed as
crews began fanning out in boats and off-
road vehicles to search communities cut off
by the giant storm. A man was also missing
after apparently being killed by an alliga-
tor. Mayor LaToya Cantrell said on Twitter
she had signed an executive order mandat-
ing an overnight curfew in New Orleans,
most of which was still entirely without
power after the storm.

Images of people being plucked from
flooded cars and pictures of destroyed
homes surfaced on social media, while the
damage in New Orleans itself remained lim-
ited. New Orleans Airport said all incoming
and outgoing flights scheduled for Tuesday
were canceled, while airlines had scrapped
nearly 200 flights late yesterday.

One person was killed by a falling tree in
Prairieville, while a second victim died try-
ing to drive through floodwaters some 60
miles (95 kilometers) southeast in New

Orleans, officials reported. Ida knocked out
power for more than a million properties
across Louisiana, according to outage
tracker PowerOutage.us, most of which still
out Tuesday evening, leaving residents
without air conditioning in late summer.

But power provider Entergy told New
Orleans City Council members Tuesday
morning that some electricity could be
restored as early today, the New Orleans
Times-Picayune reported. The first to see

power would likely be hospitals — many of
which are dealing with a surge of Covid
patients — and sewage and water treat-
ment centers, the paper reported, saying it
could still be days before average cus-
tomers were reconnected.

Entergy had initially said it could take
days to even assess the full extent of the
damage. In Mississippi, which has been
buffeted by torrential rain, a road collapse

left two people dead and 10 more injured,
including three in critical condition, the
state’s highway patrol said.

The death toll is expected to rise further,
Louisiana Deputy Governor Bi l ly
Nungesser warned Tuesday, especially in
coastal areas directly hit by Ida where
search and rescue operations are ongoing.
Meanwhile in St. Tammany Parish, police
said a 71-year-old man was attacked and
“apparently killed by an alligator while

walking in f lood waters fol lowing
Hurricane Ida.”

Ida heads northeast 
President Joe Biden declared a major

disaster for Louisiana and Mississippi,
which gives the states access to federal
aid. Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards
said his state had deployed more than
1,600 personnel for search and rescue
operations, while the Pentagon said over
5,200 personnel from the military, federal
emergency management and National

Guard had been activated across several
southern states. Ida — now a tropical
depression — was travelling northeast,
threatening the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys.
It  was expected in the mid-Atlantic,
according to the National Hurricane Center.
Scientists have warned of a rise in cyclone
activity as the ocean surface warms due to
climate change, posing an increasing threat
to the world’s coastal communities. — AFP
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JEAN LAFITTE, Louisiana: A person wades through water while waiting for aid yesterday in Jean Lafitte, Louisiana. Jean Lafitte Mayor Tim Kerner has pleaded for help for residents of the small town, which is roughly 20
miles south of New Orleans. —AFP

Fears of worsening India
floods as rains wreak havoc
NEW DELHI: More than three million people have been affected
by the annual monsoon deluge as torrential rains pummel eastern
India, officials said yesterday, with villagers fleeing to higher
ground and wildlife sanctuaries underwater.

Monsoons are crucial to replenishing water supplies after the
scorching summer season but also cause widespread death and
destruction across South Asia each year.

The storms have been worsened by climate change, experts say.
India’s poorest state Bihar and wildlife-rich Assam have been hit
by incessant rains for a week, with swollen rivers bursting their
banks and stranding thousands of people in villages.

In Assam, water levels for the Brahmaputra — a mighty trans-
border Himalayan river system — have risen above their “danger
levels”, a water resource department official told AFP.

Villager Amshar Ali said locals were struggling with basic needs.
“We are in great suffering. It is difficult to get food, drinking water
and other essential items,” Ali told AFP. “Many villagers do not have
their own boats, so people are suffering.” Farmer Liyakat Ali said
he had to move his livestock to a friend’s property after his house
was submerged. “The floodwaters have risen to above four to five
feet (1.2-1.5 metres) in the last two days,” he told AFP.

Up to 80 percent of the Kaziranga National Park and Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary — both along the Brahmaputra and home to
rare one-horned rhinoceroses — were underwater, officials said.

“All the wild animals are taking shelter on higher lands in the
sanctuary,” Pobitora ranger Nayanjyoti Das told AFP. — AFP

Pope Francis to 
visit Greece, 
Cyprus, Malta 
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis
announced plans  to  v is i t  Greece,
Cyprus and Malta and confirmed he
hopes to attend the COP26 cl imate
conference in Glasgow, in an interview
broadcast yesterday.

The 84-year-old has already scheduled
a visit to Slovakia September 12-15 after a
brief stop in Hungary to celebrate a mass
in the capital Budapest.

Asked by Spain’s Cope radio whether
he may also travel to Spain to coincide
with the Holy Year in the northwestern city
of Santiago de Compostela, the pontiff
said he could not rule it out.

“But my choice so far of travel to
Europe is the small countries. First it was
Albania and then all the countries that
were small,” he said.

“Now Slovakia is on the programme,
then Cyprus, Greece and Malta. I wanted
to take that option: first to the smaller
countries...

“And if I go to Santiago, I go to
Santiago but not to Spain, let’s be clear,”
ruling out an official trip to the country.
The pope, who has been outspoken on the
need to tackle climate change, also con-
firmed he hoped to attend the COP26 con-
ference in Scotland in November — and
urged participants to aim high.

“It all depends on how I feel at the
time. But in fact, my speech is already

being prepared, and the plan is to be
there,” he said.

It is the biggest climate summit since
the 2015 Paris negotiation, which Francis
said “was the summum (pinnacle) in
becoming globally aware”.

“Then what happened? Fear set in,”
Francis said.

‘No script’ 
“And slowly, in the subsequent meet-

ings, they went backwards. I hope that
Glasgow will now raise its sights a bit and
bring us more in line.”

The official programme for his trip to
Hungary includes a meeting with President

Janos Ader and Prime Minister Viktor
Orban on his arrival.

Asked what he would like to say to
Orban, whose anti-migration views con-
trast with his own, Francis appeared to
avoid the question.

“I don’t know if I am going to meet
him. I know that authorities will come to
greet me...

“One of my ways is not to go around
with a script: when I am in front of a per-
son, I look him in the eyes and let things
come out. “It doesn’t even occur to me to
think about what I’m going to say if I’m
with him, those potential future situations
that don’t help me.” — AFP

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis leaves after his weekly general audience in the Paul VI hall at
the Vatican yesterday. —AFP


