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Kuwait’s Amir receives 
Crown Prince, Premier

Prime Minister meets outgoing ambassadors

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets the French Ambassador to Kuwait Anne-Claire Legendre.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets Djibouti’s Ambassador to Kuwait Mohammad Ali Moumin.

KUWAIT: His  H ighness  the  Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yes-
terday His Highness the Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Amir also 
rece ived  H is  H ighness  the  Pr ime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the 
Crown Pr ince  a l so  rece ived  H is 
Highness the Prime Minister at Bayan 
Palace yesterday. 

In other news, His Highness the 
Prime Minister received yesterday 
a t  B aya n  Pa l a c e  t h e  Fr e n ch 
Ambassador to Kuwait Anne-Claire 

Legendre and Djibouti’s Ambassador 
to Kuwait Mohammad Ali  Moumin 
on the occasion of the end of their 
tenures. — KUNA

KANDAHAR: A helicopter displaying a Taleban flag flies above supporters gathered yesterday to celebrate the 
US withdrawal of all its troops out of Afghanistan. — AFP 
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 catastrophe”, underscoring the daunting challenges 

that the Taleban face as they transform from insurgent 
group to governing power. 

Biden was nonetheless defiant. “This is the right 
decision. A wise decision. And the best decision for 
America,” he said in an address to the nation. For the 
United States, Biden argued, the only choice was 
“leaving or escalating”. The president, who has been 
savaged by critics for his handling of the withdrawal 
which saw the US and its allies evacuate more than 
122,000 in just over two weeks, hailed the operation 
as an “extraordinary success”. “No nation has ever 
done anything like it in all of history; only the United 
States had the capacity and the will and ability to do 
it,” he said. 

All eyes will now turn to how the Taleban handle 
their first few days with sole authority over the coun-
try, with a sharp focus on whether they will allow free 
departure for those wanting to leave - including some 
foreigners. The United States has said that “under 
200” of its citizens remain in the country, and Britain 
said the number of UK nationals inside was in the “low 
hundreds”. 

Thousands of Afghans who worked with the US-
backed government over the years and fear retribution 
still want to get out. Talks are ongoing on who will now 
run Kabul airport, which German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel warned was of “existential importance” as a 
lifeline for aid. A Qatar Airways flight landed in Kabul 
yesterday afternoon - the first since the United States 
departed - bringing a team of technical experts to work 
on fixing the trashed airport, a source close to the mat-
ter told AFP. 

The goal was to resume flights for both humanitari-

an aid and to provide freedom of movement for those 
wanting to leave. Many Afghans are terrified of a 
repeat of the Taleban’s initial rule from 1996 to 2001, 
which was infamous for their treatment of women and 
girls, as well as a brutal justice system. The group has 
repeatedly promised a more tolerant brand of gover-
nance compared with their first stint in power. 

Still, senior Taleban leader Sher Mohammad Abbas 
Stanikzai told BBC Pashto in an interview that while 
women could continue working, there “may not” be a 
place for them in the cabinet of any future government 
or any other top post. UN chief Antonio Guterres 
expressed his “grave concern at the deepening human-
itarian and economic crisis in the country”, adding that 
basic services were at threat of collapsing “complete-
ly”. He pleaded for financial support from the interna-
tional community for the war-ravaged country, which 
is dependent on foreign aid. 

Authorities from several countries have already 
begun meeting with Taleban leadership, the latest 
being India. Qatar’s foreign minister, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, urged the 
Taleban to combat terrorism and called for an inclu-
sive government. The US-led airlift began as the 
Taleban completed an astonishing rout of government 
forces around the country and took over the capital 
on Aug 15. 

The withdrawal came just before the August 31 
deadline set by Biden to end the war, which began 
with a US-led invasion that ousted the Taleban in 
the wake of 9/11, but later reached a stalemate on 
the battlefield with the resurgent militants. The con-
flict has claimed the lives of tens of thousands of 
Afghans and more than 2,400 American service 
members.  

The evacuation was complicated by a threat from 
the regional offshoot of the Islamic State group, rivals 
of the Taleban. Thirteen US troops were among more 
than 100 people killed when an IS suicide bomber 
attacked the perimeter of the airport, where desperate 
Afghans had massed in the hope of boarding an evacu-
ation flight. — AFP 

Taleban stage 
parade as Biden...
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small part of the harvest to sow in the next season. 

But the development of hybrid or genetically modified 
seeds resulted in better harvests, and native varieties 
largely fell out of use. 

One problem is that seeds from the new varieties 
cannot be replanted, and farmers have to buy in more 
seed every year. Now some farmers are looking at the 
methods used by their forebears. Mohamed Lassad 
ben Saleh farms in the agricultural region of Jedaida, 
some 30 km northwest of the capital Tunis. Eight years 
ago he switched to planting a traditional variety of 
wheat, known as Al-Msekni. On his farm, the harvest is 
now in full swing. The wheat harvested from each 
hectare is weighed separately, so each plot’s produc-
tivity can be calculated. “The results are good,” Ben 
Saleh said. 

When he meets other farmers, he lets them know 
how his traditional seeds are performing. The national 
average in recent years has been 1.4 to two tonnes a 
hectare, while Ben Saleh says his yield has been five 
tons. Ben Saleh reports his seeds are more resistant to 
drought and disease, which means he does not have to 
use as much pesticide. “The new varieties are weak 
and quickly affected by mold,” he said. 

With most farmers buying new seeds every season, 
the country currently imports 70 percent to 80 per-
cent of its seeds each year. “A return to local or native 
seeds is one of the conditions needed to reach food 

sovereignty,” said Aymen Amayed, a researcher in 
agricultural policies. The UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization has warned against the increased use of 
hybrid seeds, and considers it a threat to indigenous 
varieties and to local genetic heritage. The FAO esti-
mates that over the past century, around three quarters 
of the diversity in world crops has disappeared. 

But Tunisia’s gene bank is working to “reclaim its 
genetic heritage”. Since 2008, it has been collecting 
traditional seeds from farmers, and also working to 
recover indigenous Tunisian seeds stored in gene 
banks around the world. So far, it has been able to 
repatriate more than 7,000 samples of seeds from fruit 
trees, cereals and vegetables out of over 11,000 locat-
ed worldwide. 

These seeds are once more being planted in 
Tunisian soil. M’barek Ben Naceur, head of the nation-
al gene bank, says that more than 400 farmers have 
been persuaded to use these seeds, and old varieties 
such as Al-Msekni and Al-Mahmoudi are being sown 
again. “These seeds are the descendants of this land, 
and they know it,” said Ben Naceur. “Our varieties 
have been accustomed to rises in temperature and 
drought for thousands of years, so they will resist cli-
mate change and temperature rises,” he added. 

A report last month by the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change showed unequivocally that the 
climate is changing faster than previously feared, and 
because of human activity. August saw record-breaking 
temperatures: in Tunis the mercury reached 48 degrees 
Celsius at midday, smashing the capital’s previous record 
high of 46.8 degrees in 1982. “Between now and 2050, 
temperatures in the world will rise between 1.8 and 
two degrees,” Ben Naceur said. “And 2050 is tomor-
row - it’s not so far away. Varieties that are not 
resistant will disappear.” — AFP 

Tunisia plants  
seeds of hope...
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Aswan stands the Benban Solar Park. Visible from 

space, the $4 billion World Bank-funded project is the 
fourth largest solar park in the world, stretching over 
37 sq km.With six million solar panels, Benban was 
connected to Egypt’s national grid in 2019 and cur-
rently produces 930 gigawatt hours a year, which is 
enough to light up 420,000 households, according to 
the UN. Egypt’s 42 percent target is an ambitious one. 
In 2016, just nine percent of its power needs came 
from renewable sources, according to official figures. 

But experts say the state will need to provide 
incentives if it expects much help from consumers, few 
of whom have the means or space to switch to solar 
energy for their household needs. “In Cairo, it’s a bit 
difficult to install solar panels because you need a lot 
of space on top of buildings plus it doesn’t cover all 
your electricity needs like powering an air conditioner 
during summer,” said Mohamed Abdel Raouf, an 
expert on green economies in the region. 

He said tourist resorts on the Red Sea and 
Mediterranean coasts as well as rural centres offered 
more fertile ground. “The state needs to incentivize it 
for the average consumer because it would cost me 

around 60,000 pounds ($3,800) to switch over to 
solar energy for my home in urban Cairo,” he said. 
“Why would I invest in environmentally friendly tech-
nology that’s expensive? The state really needs to take 
the lead in making it attractive.” 

The International Energy Agency said over the past 
decade North Africa has managed to increase its 
renewable energy production by 40 percent. But that 
does not mean that addiction to fossil fuels has waned. 
In oil-rich Algeria, which receives around 3,600 hours 
of sun per year, renewable energy only represents a 
paltry 1.8 percent of the country’s consumption. 

In Morocco, the gaps in its green strategy are 
embodied by the gigantic Noor Ouarzazate solar com-
plex - the world’s largest multi-technology solar instal-
lation. At the gateway to the Sahara, the enormous 
complex has four power plants with an installed 
capacity of 530 megawatts. “From the start, it was 
clear that the strategy was unbalanced. The strategic 
error was to want to invest in monstrous projects that 
are difficult to finance,” Said Guemra, a specialist in 
energy management, told AFP. 

Rabat sells its green energy at a loss with the gen-
erating costs double the price it is sold at to the 
national grid. Concentrated solar power (CSP) stations 
produce energy costing between 1.6 and 1.4 dirhams 
(18 cents to 16 cents) per kilowatt hour, which is sold 
to the National Electricity Office (ONEE) at 0.8 
dirhams. The strategy has not paid off and the private-
ly-owned, publicly-funded Moroccan Agency for 
Sustainable Energy (Masen), which runs the Noor 
complex, is more than $100 million in debt. — AFP 

N African sun  
offers hope, but...


