
BEIJING: Tens of thousands of people in northern
China were under strict stay-at-home orders yes-
terday as authorities sought to stamp out a grow-
ing COVID outbreak in the run-up to the Beijing
Winter Olympics.

Officials in the Chinese capital also restricted
access to tourist sites and advised residents not to
leave the city unless necessary, although regular
transport services continued as normal. China
reported 39 new cases yesterday, bringing the tally
from the latest Delta variant-linked outbreak to
more than 100 cases over the past week.

The numbers are extremely low compared with
most places in the world, but China has pursued a
zero-case strategy throughout the pandemic and
authorities are determined to subdue the latest
outbreak with the Winter Olympics just over 100
days away.

Several housing blocks in Beijing have been
locked down, and organizers on Sunday indefinitely
postponed a marathon at which 30,000 runners
were expected. Some 23,000 residents in one hous-
ing compound in Changping district have been
ordered to stay indoors after nine cases were found
there in recent days, local outlet Beijing News
reported. Photos showed officials in hazmat suits
standing watch outside the entrances to each apart-
ment block, and the perimeter of the compound
blocked by metal barricades.

Entry will be restricted for people who have been
to places with local COVID-19 infections in the last
14 days, Beijing’s vice publicity minister said yester-
day. Speaking at a press briefing, Xu Hejian added
that those who do come into the capital from affect-

ed areas must show a negative test and undergo two
weeks of health monitoring.

Authorities are also restricting parks, scenic
areas, cinemas, museums and other indoor venues to
75 percent capacity, and have closed mahjong
rooms, he said. In recent days, officials have advised
people to avoid large gatherings and “unnecessary”
travel out of the capital.

Mass testing
Northern China has accounted for the majority of

recent cases, with mass testing under way in 11
provinces. A stay-at-home lockdown started yester-

day for around 35,000 people — including tourists
— in the Inner Mongolia region’s Ejin county.

Health officials have warned that more infections
may emerge as testing is ramped up in the coming
days to fight the outbreak, which has been linked to
a group of domestic tourists that travelled across
China. Authorities on Sunday suspended inter-
provincial tour groups in five areas where cases

have been detected, including Beijing.
In a sign of how seriously Beijing is taking the

outbreak, police in the city have launched three
criminal investigations into alleged COVID safety
breaches, the deputy director of the city’s public
security bureau said Sunday.

These included two infected people who initially
concealed their symptoms, two residents escaping
lockdown by climbing over a fence — plus a pair of
pharmacy managers who sold cough and fever med-

icine in breach of COVID requirements. China
requires registration for anyone buying cold or flu
medicine in case they later turn out to have the virus.

Some cities, including Gansu’s provincial capital
Lanzhou, and parts of Inner Mongolia have already
suspended bus and taxi services and closed tourist
sites. In the central city of Wuhan — where the coro-
navirus was first identified in late 2019 — organizers
abruptly cancelled another marathon Sunday that
was expected to draw 26,000 participants. — AFP
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Opening day 100
days away

China battles new COVID outbreak
with eye on Winter Olympics

BEIJING: This picture shows a general view of the Yanqing National Sliding Center during the IBSF Bobsleigh
Int’l Sanctioned Race, part of a 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games test event in Beijing yesterday. —AFP

Authorities determined to subdue latest outbreak 

Verstappen holds off
Hamilton to win US
Grand Prix thriller
AUSTIN: Max Verstappen held off a charging
Lewis Hamilton to win the United States Grand Prix
on Sunday and extend his Formula One world
championship lead to 12 points. Verstappen, in a
Red Bull, claimed his first victory at the Circuit of
the Americas in front of 140,000 fans. Mercedes
star Hamilton, the reigning world champion, had cut
the deficit in the race to under a second on the
penultimate lap but could not find a way through
the Dutchman’s impressive defense.

“Of course we lost out in the start so we had to
try and do something else,” said Verstappen. “The
tire wear is quite high around this track, we went
aggressive and I was not sure it was going to work
but the last few laps were fun. A bit sideways
through the high-speed corners but super happy
to hang on.”

Sergio Perez completed the podium for Red Bull
ahead of Charles Leclerc in a Ferrari and McLaren’s
Daniel Ricciardo. The victory by 1.33 seconds was
Verstappen’s eighth of the season at a track where
Hamilton had won five times. “I think I’ve aged
about 25 years in that race,” said Red Bull boss
Christian Horner. “I really didn’t think we were

going to hang on.”
Hamilton admitted Red Bull were stronger. “Max

did a great job today,” he said on the podium. “It
was such a tough race. I got a good start, gave it
absolutely everything but at the end of the day, they
just had the upper hand this weekend and we
couldn’t really have asked for more.” Hamilton, sec-
ond on the grid, stunned pole-sitter Vertsappen at
the start. The Briton edged ahead at the first turn
and stayed in front for 10 laps until Red Bull pulled
off what they hoped would be a tactical coup.

‘Sliding a lot’
“He’s sliding a lot and I have a lot more pace,”

Verstappen told his team over the radio. By calling
in the Dutchman, who had a sluggish Hamilton in his
sights, for an early pit stop, he was able to under-
cut the champion. By the time Hamilton had pitted
and reappeared, Verstappen had constructed a 6.7-
second lead. “We pulled the trigger early, but Max
is doing a good job,” Horner told Sky Sports from
the pit wall. “It’s like a game of chess this race.”

Hamilton consistently chipped away at the lead and
by half-distance in the 56-lap race, he had slashed the
deficit to 3.3 seconds. His efforts were further aided
by a virtual safety car period called so marshals could
collect some debris off the track. Again Verstappen
pitted for a second stop, relinquishing the lead to
Hamilton. When he returned, Perez conceded track
position to allow the Dutch driver to slip into second
spot, albeit more than 16 seconds back from the sev-
en-time champion.  — AFP

AUSTIN: Winner Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (center) celebrates on the podium with second place
Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton (left) and third place Red Bull’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez after
the Formula One United States Grand Prix at the Circuit of The Americas in Austin, Texas, on Sunday. — AFP

DUBAI: Pakistan’s team captain Babar Azam (center) and his teammate Mohammad Rizwan (left) react fol-
lowing their victory as India’s captain Virat Kohli looks on during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup cricket
match between India and Pakistan at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium in Dubai on Sunday. — AFP

Proud to have made
history against India:
Pakistani captain Babar
DUBAI: Pakistan skipper Babar Azam yesterday
said he and his players were ‘proud’ to have made
history by beating India for the first time in a World
Cup match. Pakistan humiliated their arch-rivals
romping to a ten-wicket victory in the Twenty20
World Cup in Dubai on Sunday, sparking starkly-
contrasting reactions.

The win was Pakistan’s first in 13 World Cup
matches (seven in the 50 over World Cup and six in
the Twenty20 World Cup) dating back to 1992 in
Australia. “It is definitely a proud moment for me as
well as for all my players that we have made histo-
ry,” Babar told AFP in an exclusive interview.

Lanky paceman Shaheen Shah Afridi put India
on the back foot from the start with the wickets of
openers Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul off his first
seven deliveries. He finished with 3-31 after dismiss-
ing India’s top scorer, skipper Virat Kohli for 57 in a
total of 151-7 in 20 overs. Babar along with fellow
opener Mohammad Rizwan knocked off the target
in 17.5 overs without losing a single wicket. Babar
hit 68 not out while Rizwan finished with an unde-
feated 79.

“We realize how important and how much need-
ed that win is as everyone wanted us to win and to

have made history is one of the defining moments in
our careers,” said Babar. “I had said before the
match that records are meant to be broken so we
have broken that jinx and we are very happy, in fact
the whole country is happy and celebrating.”

Babar said the ‘special’ match was as usual of
high intensity. “All of us know that when Pakistan
plays India there is very high intensity and it’s a
pressure game,” he said. “The whole world waits for
this match, so it is a special match.”

‘Keep things simple’
Babar admitted the noise in the stadium made his

task of arranging his fielders tough. “The stadium
was nearly packed,” said Babar of the Dubai stadi-
um where a 70 percent crowd was allowed in under
relaxed COVID-19 restrictions. “There was so much
noise in the stadium that I found it tough to call my
players, I told them to keep looking at me so that I
can move the fielders in between overs. We have
gelled well over the years so we are used to that.
The response from the players was extraordinary.
We got a head start in bowling when Shaheen got
us wickets and then we batted as per our plan.”

This was Pakistan’s first ten wicket win in all
Twenty20 internationals and the first defeat by this
margin for India. Babar said he had been part of
two defeats against India, in the Junior World Cup
in Australia in 2012 as skipper and then at the 2019
World Cup in England. “I remember that we lost to
India in the quarter finals of the Junior World Cup
in 2012 so it was a much desired thing to beat
India,” he said. — AFP

Hornets beat Brooklyn
for third straight win,
Lakers get first victory
LOS ANGELES: Miles Bridges scored a team-high
32 points as the Charlotte Hornets won their third
straight to spoil the Brooklyn Nets’ home debut with
a 111-95 win on Sunday. Charlotte, who trailed by
eight points at halftime, shook off a slow start by
outscoring the Nets 61-37 in the second half.

The Hornets are 3-0 and off to their best-ever
start to a season. “That just shows where our growth
is,” said forward Bridges, who finished one point short
of his career-high points total. “As long as we’re all
being mature, we’re going to keep winning.”

There was a kerfuffle outside the stadium before
the game when a small group of anti-vaccine demon-
strators, protesting that Kyrie Irving will not play for
the Nets until he gets vaccinated, gathered outside
Barclays Center carrying signs and waving flags.
Some of the demonstrators pushed past some barri-
ers and got near the entrance of the arena before
being confronted by security. There were no arrests
and no one was injured. “Barclays Center briefly
closed its doors today in order to clear protestors
from the main doors on the plaza and ensure guests
could safely enter the arena,” a Barclays Center
spokesperson said in a statement. “Only ticketed
guests were able to enter the building and the game
proceeded according to schedule.” 

Kevin Durant led all scorers with 38 points for the
Nets, who dropped to 7-3 in home openers since
moving from New Jersey in 2012. Durant came out
firing, making his first five shots of the game. He shot
17 of 24 overall from the floor but it wasn’t enough to
lead his team to the win. The Hornets also beat the
Indiana Pacers and Cleveland Cavaliers by using
strong second-half performances. Bridges shot nine
of 16 from the floor and had 12 rebounds.

LaMelo Ball scored 18 points while Ish Smith
scored 11 of his 15 in the fourth quarter for the
Hornets, who shot 53 percent from the field in the
second half. Cody Martin chipped in 12. James Harden
added 15 points for the Nets, who missed 26 of 35
three-point attempts. Harden made just two of eight
from beyond the arc.

Durant said the Nets will be fine without Irving.
“It’s three games in. Of course, we’ve got enough,”
Durant said. “We definitely want Kyrie Irving out here
on the floor and he’s a huge part of what we do, but
it’s not happening right now. So we’ve got to figure it
out. You’ve got to play.”

Elsewhere, reserve Carmelo Anthony scored 28
points as the Los Angeles Lakers avoided starting 0-
3 for the second time in four years with a 121-118 win
over the Memphis Grizzlies. Anthony Davis finished
with 22 points and eight rebounds, LeBron James had
19 points and Russell Westbrook delivered 13 points
and 13 assists for the Lakers.

Ja Morant scored a game-high 40 points and
added 10 assists, Desmond Bane scored 17 points and
Steven Adams contributed 14 points and 16 rebounds
for the Grizzlies, who have two wins and one loss in
the new season. — AFP

Kuwait loses to
Saudi in Asian
cricket qualifiers
DOHA: Kuwait’s National Cricket team lost to its
Saudi counterpart yesterday in ICC Men’s T20
world cup Asian qualifier match. Kuwait scored
146-8 in twenty overs, while Saudi team scored

149-6 with six balls remaining yesterday.
The match was quite thrilling and competitive

as the two teams were neck-to-neck up until the
very last minutes when the Saudi team managed
to score victory with three wickets. The Kuwaiti
team will be facing Maldives on Thursday and
Qatar on Friday. The qualifiers, lasting until
October 29, will yield only one qualifying team
amongst Kuwaiti, Saudi, Bahraini, Maldivian and
Qatari teams. Organizing the event is the
International Cricket Federation. — KUNA

DOHA: The match between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia in action during the final Asian qualifiers for the
world cricket championship yesterday. — KUNA


