
MUNICH: A Munich court yesterday sentenced a
German woman who joined the Islamic State group to
10 years in prison over the war crime of letting a five-
year-old Yazidi “slave” girl die of thirst in the sun. The
tribunal handed down the verdict to Jennifer Wenisch,
30, in one of the first convictions anywhere in the
world related to the IS jihadists’ persecution of the
Yazidi community. Wenisch was found guilty of “two
crimes against humanity in the form of enslavement”,
said presiding judge Reinhold Baier of the superior
regional court in Munich. She was also guilty of aiding
and abetting the girl’s killing by failing to offer help as
well as membership of a terrorist organization.

She and her IS husband “purchased” a Yazidi
woman and child as household “slaves”, whom they
held captive while living in then IS-occupied Mosul,
Iraq, in 2015, the court found. “After the girl fell ill and
wet her mattress, the husband of the accused chained
her up outside as punishment and let the child die an
agonizing death of thirst in the scorching heat,” prose-
cutors told the court. “The accused allowed her hus-
band to do so and did nothing to save the girl.”

Baier said the defendant had often complained
about the girl and accepted the deadly consequences
of her “punishment”. “You must have known from the

start that a child shackled in the blazing sun would be
in mortal danger,” he told Wenisch. The proceedings
lasted two and a half years due to delays linked to the
pandemic and other factors. Wenisch’s husband, Taha
al-Jumailly, is also facing trial in separate proceedings
in Frankfurt, where a verdict is due in late November.

Calls for life sentence 
According to media reports, Wenisch converted to

Islam in 2013 and travelled the following year via
Turkey and Syria to Iraq where she joined IS.
Recruited in mid-2015 to the group’s self-styled his-
bah morality police, she patrolled city parks in IS-

occupied Fallujah and Mosul.
Armed with an AK-47 assault rifle, a pistol and an

explosives vest, her task was to ensure strict IS rules
on dress code, public behavior and bans on alcohol
and tobacco. In January 2016, she visited the German
embassy in Ankara to apply for new identity papers.
When she left the mission, she was arrested and extra-
dited days later to Germany.

Federal prosecutors had called for a life sentence
for Wenisch. Identified only by her first name Nora, the
child’s mother has repeatedly testified in both Munich
and Frankfurt about the torment visited on her child.
The defense had claimed the mother’s testimony was

untrustworthy and said there was no proof that the
girl, who was taken to hospital after the incident, actu-
ally died. Wenisch’s lawyers had called for her to
receive a two-year suspended sentence for supporting
a terrorist organization.

‘Made an example’ 
When asked during the trial about her failure to

save the girl, Wenisch said she was “afraid” that her
husband would “push her or lock her up”. At the close
of the trial, according to the daily Sueddeutsche
Zeitung, she claimed she was being “made an example
of for everything that has happened under IS”. A
Kurdish-speaking group hailing from northern Iraq,
the Yazidis were specifically targeted and oppressed
by the IS beginning in 2015.

London-based human rights lawyer Amal Clooney,
who has been involved in a campaign for IS crimes
against the group to be recognized as a “genocide”,
was part of the team representing the Yazidi girl’s
mother. Germany has charged several German and
foreign nationals with war crimes and crimes against
humanity carried out abroad, using the legal principle
of universal jurisdiction which allows crimes to be
prosecuted even if they were committed in a foreign
country. A handful of female suspects are among
those who have appeared in the dock. In November
2020, a German woman identified as Nurten J was
charged with crimes against humanity allegedly com-
mitted while she was living in Syria as a member of
Islamic State. In October 2020, another German
court sentenced the German-Tunisian wife of a rap-
per-turned-jihadist to three-and-a-half years in
prison for having taken part in the enslavement of a
Yazidi girl in Syria.— AFP 
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MUNICH: Jennifer W (center), a German woman who joined the Islamic State jihadist group, hides her face behind a
folder as she arrives at a court for the verdict of her trial in Munich yesterday. — AFP 

MARDIN: Members of the Youth Union of Turkey organization (TGB) gather to support Turkish President’s call to expel
the ambassadors of 10 Western allies in front of the US embassy in Ankara yesterday. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Sudanese protesters use bricks and burning tyres to block 60th Street in the capital Khartoum, to denounce
overnight detentions by the army of members of Sudan’s government yesterday. — AFP 

World raises alarm 
after Sudan ‘coup’
PARIS: From the US to Germany to the Arab league, the
world reacted with alarm after an apparent coup in
Sudan where armed forces detained the prime minister.
The chaos follows weeks of tensions between military
and civilian figures that have ruled under an uneasy pow-
er-sharing agreement since former strongman Omar Al-
Bashir was ousted.

United States 
The United States said it was “deeply alarmed” at

reports of the military takeover. “This would contravene
the Constitutional Declaration (which outlines the transi-
tion) and the democratic aspirations of the Sudanese
people,” said US special envoy for the Horn of Africa
Jeffrey Feltman in a statement on Twitter.

European Union 
The EU called for the release of Sudan’s civilian

leaders and insisted “violence and bloodshed must be
avoided”. “The EU is very concerned about Sudan’s
military forces reportedly putting Prime Minister
(Abdalla) Hamdok under house arrest, as well as
detaining other members of the civilian leadership, and

we urge for their fast release,” European Commission
spokeswoman Nabila Massrali told journalists.

Germany 
Germany condemned the reports, calling for an

“immediate end” to the action. “The news of a new coup
attempt in Sudan is troubling,” German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maas said in a statement. “I call on everyone in
Sudan responsible for security and order to continue
Sudan’s transition to democracy and to respect the will of
the people.”

Arab League 
The Arab League urged all sides to adhere to an

August 2019 power-sharing deal, as it sounded alarm.
“Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit
expressed deep concern over the developments in
Sudan,” the pan-Arab bloc said in a statement.

African Union 
African Union Commission chair Moussa Faki

Mahamat yesterday called for the “immediate resump-
tion” of dialogue between Sudan’s military and civil-
ians after security forces detained senior figures in the
country’s transitional government. “The Chairperson
calls for the immediate resumption of consultations
between civilians and military within the framework of
the political declaration and the constitutional decree,”
Faki said in a statement posted on Twitter. — AFP 

Turkish lira surges 
on signs of end to 
West-Erdogan row 
ANKARA: The Turkish lira surged yesterday on
expectations that President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was
ready to walk back from his threat to expel 10 Western
ambassadors over their statement of support for a jailed
civil society leader. The United States and several of the
concerned countries issued identical statements yester-
day saying they respected a UN convention that
required diplomats not to interfere in the host country’s
domestic affairs. 

The Anadolu state news agency said Erdogan “wel-
comed” the reassurance before heading into a cabinet
meeting focused on what had threatened to become the
most serious diplomatic crisis of his 19-year rule. The
lira pulled back from a historic low and was trading up
half a percent against the dollar on expectations that
Erdogan would announce a compromise solution in a
television address later on. 

He had originally threatened the ambassadors on
Thursday and then doubled down-pronouncing the 10
envoys “persona non grata”-in televised comments on
Saturday. Political analyst Soner Cagaptay cited sources
as saying the compromise would keep the 10 embassies
in Ankara fully open while Erdogan refused “the ambas-
sadors audition at his palace until (scheduled) replace-
ments arrive in Ankara”.

‘Skipping confrontation’ 
The crisis started when the embassies of the United

States, Germany, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and Sweden issued
a unusual statement last Monday calling for the release
of jailed philanthropist Osman Kavala. The 64-year-old
civil society leader and businessman has been in jail
without a conviction for four years. Supporters view
Kavala as an innocent symbol of the growing intoler-

ance of political dissent Erdogan developed after sur-
viving a failed military putsch in 2016. But Erdogan
accuses Kavala of financing a wave of 2013 anti-gov-
ernment protests and then playing a role in the coup
attempt.

Kavala’s case could prompt the Council of Europe
human rights watchdog to launch its first disciplinary
hearings against Turkey at a four-day meeting ending
on December 2. But Cagaptay and other analysts point-
ed out that several European powers-including fellow
NATO member Britain-refrained from joining the
Western call for Kavala’s release. “The conspicuous
absence of the UK, Spain, and Italy... is telling, pointing
at the emergence of a sub-group within the Western
family of nations adept at skipping confrontation with
Ankara,” Cagaptay wrote.

‘False justification’ 
Erdogan’s rule as prime minister and president has

been punctuated by a series of crises and then rap-
prochements with the West. But analysts felt the expul-
sions threatened to open up the deepest and most last-
ing rift to date. They would have also cast a pall over a
G20 meeting in Rome this weekend at which Erdogan
had expected to discuss with President Joe Biden his
hopes of buying a large batch of US fighter planes.

Erdogan this month further threatened to launch a
new military campaign in Syria and orchestrated
changes at the central bank that infuriated investors
and saw the lira accelerate its record slide. A dollar
now buys about 9.6 liras. The exchange rate stood at
less than 7.4 liras at the start of the year-and at 3.5
liras in 2017.

Turkey’s financial problems have been accompa-
nied by an unusual spike in dissent from the country’s
business community. The Turkish Industry and
Business Association issued a veiled swipe at Erdogan
last week by urging the government to focus on stabi-
lizing the lira and bring the annual inflation rate-now
at almost 20 percent-under control. Main opposition
leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu accused Erdogan on
Saturday of trying to trying to “create false justifica-
tion” for Turkey’s economic woes ahead of a general
election due by June 2023.— AFP 

Sudan: Torn apart 
by decades of war
KHARTOUM: One of the world’s poorest countries,
Sudan has been undergoing a precarious transition
marred by political divisions and power struggles since
autocrat Omar Al-Bashir was ousted in 2019.

Military coups
Sudan gained independence in 1956 after a period of

joint rule by Britain and Egypt. It has a mainly Muslim
population of 43.8 million, according to 2020 figures
from the World Bank. Arabic is the official language and
Islamic sharia law was enforced in 1983 before being put
on hold and then applied again under Bashir. A career
soldier who swept to power in a military coup backed by
Islamists, Bashir ruled Sudan from June 1989 to April
2019. He was elected president in 2010 in the country’s
first multi-party election since he took power, and was
re-elected in 2015. The opposition boycotted both votes.

Demonstrations against food price hikes erupted sev-
eral times in 2018 after the cost of bread tripled. The
protests continued for months before the army removed
Bashir from power on April 11, 2019. Military and protest
leaders signed an accord on a three-year transition to
civilian rule in July. Bashir has since been convicted of
graft and is now on trial over the 1989 coup that brought
him to power. Yesterday, in what the information ministry
called a “coup”, armed forces detained Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok and senior civilian leaders in the transi-
tional government.

South Sudan breaks away
Sudan endured a first civil war from 1955 to 1972, and

a second that raged from 1983 to 2005. Millions died in
the conflicts. In 2005, Khartoum signed a peace treaty
with southern rebels, granting the south autonomy

pending a referendum on independence in 2011. South
Sudan became an independent nation in July 2011, six
months after voting by 99 percent to secede. The split
removed roughly a quarter of Sudan’s territory. Before
then it had been Africa’s largest country. In early 2012,
relations with South Sudan deteriorated and their armies
clashed in oil-rich border zones.

Devastating Darfur
In 2003, rebels in Sudan’s vast arid western region of

Darfur revolted against alleged marginalization of minor-
ity ethnic groups by the Arab-dominated regime in
Khartoum. Khartoum responded by unleashing the
dreaded Janjaweed militia, blamed for atrocities includ-
ing murder, rape, looting and burning villages. The vio-
lence resulted in one of the world’s worst humanitarian
catastrophes. The United Nations says about 300,000
people were killed and more than 2.5 million displaced,
many still living in sprawling semi-permanent camps. The
International Criminal Court in 2009 and 2010 issued
arrest warrants for Bashir on charges of genocide,
crimes against humanity and war crimes in Darfur-accu-
sations he denies. In August, Sudan and the ICC signed a
cooperation deal, bringing Bashir one step closer to fac-
ing trial.

Battered economy
The 2011 secession of South Sudan hit the Sudanese

economy badly as it lost around three-quarters of its oil
reserves. The country also suffered under a US econom-
ic embargo imposed since 1993 over its alleged backing
of radical Islamist groups, including Osama bin Laden,
who lived in the country for years in the 1990s. The
embargo was lifted in 2017, and in 2020 Sudan was
removed from a US blacklist of alleged state sponsors of
terror that had been deterring investors. Sudan is pursu-
ing an austerity policy in exchange for the cancellation
of its debt by the International Monetary Fund. Inflation
is nearing 400 percent and the currency has plunged
against the dollar. Sudan is also regularly affected by
devastating floods.— AFP 

Drugs, crime and 
protests: Ecuador 
stares into the abyss
QUITO: Emboldened drug traffickers, hundreds of
deaths in prisons, a government dogged by scandal, and
an economy ravaged by COVID have Ecuador staring
into the abyss. Crime, mostly linked to drugs, has claimed
almost 1,900 lives this year, just this Friday taking the life
of Alex Quinonez, one of the country’s most promising
athletes. His death sparked an outpouring of grief in the
Andean nation of 17.7 million people, wracked by politi-
cal instability and which this year saw one of the worst
prison massacres in Latin America’s history.

After just five months in power, conservative President
Guillermo Lasso is facing an investigation in Congress
over “Pandora Papers” revelations that he allegedly hid
millions in assets overseas-and he claims his opponents
are planning impeachment. And with demonstrations
planned this week against increasing fuel prices and oth-
er economic ills worsened by the pandemic, tensions are
unlikely to abate anytime soon.

Narco violence
Nestled between Colombia and Peru, the world’s top

cocaine producers, Ecuador had managed to avoid the
worst of the drug-related violence that engulfed its trou-
bled neighbors. But a war for drug revenues has pit gangs
at the service of Mexican and Colombian cartels against
each other, sparking a surge in violence that has sent the
homicide rate from 7.8 per 100,000 inhabitants last year
to 10.6 between January and October 2021. 

The violence claimed one of its most high profile vic-
tims Friday with the killing of famed Ecuadorian athlete
Alex Quinonez in the port city of Guayaquil. One of the
country’s most successful athletes and among the
world’s top sprinters, his death prompted an outpouring
of grief-and demands that his killers be brought to jus-
tice. Ecuador lacks “a strong response to a bigger prob-
lem, which is the penetration of transnational organized
crime,” said Daniel Ponton, dean of the School of
Security and Defense at the Institute for Higher
National Studies (IAEN). The violence has prompted
President Lasso to declare a state of emergency for 60
days, sending the military into the streets in support of
the police. “National sovereignty is threatened by drug
trafficking,” he said. Analysts say drug traffickers have
their sights set on Ecuador due to its permeable bor-
ders, a dollarized economy, and major seaports for
export.—AFP


