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 News in brief
UK petrol price hits record  
 
LONDON: The price of petrol in Britain hit a 
record high of 149.94 pence ($2.05) per liter, the 
RAC motoring organization said yesterday. The 
previous record at the pumps, set in April 2012, 
was broken on Sunday as global oil prices rise 
dramatically, doubling from around $40 a barrel a 
year ago to $85 now. — AFP 

105 Houthi rebels killed  
 
RIYADH: The Saudi-led military coalition backing 
the government in Yemen said yesterday it had killed 
105 Houthi rebels in air strikes near the strategic city 
of Marib. “Thirteen military vehicles were destroyed 
and 105 insurgents were killed in strikes in the past 
24 hours,” the coalition said. The strikes were car-
ried out in Al-Jawba, about 50 km south of Marib, 
and Al-Kassara, 30 km to the northwest. — AFP 

Iran reopens to vaccinated tourists 
 
TEHRAN: Iran has reopened its doors to tourists 
vaccinated against COVID-19 after almost 20 
months of closure due to the pandemic. “Tourists 
who have received two doses of anti-COVID 
vaccines and who can present a certificate for a 
negative PCR test conducted within 96 hours can 
obtain a visa,” ISNA news agency said. — AFP 

Kuwait fully supports Saudi  
in tackling climate change

Riyadh pledges more than $1bn in new environmental initiatives

RIYADH: Heads of state and senior officials attending the Middle East Green Initiative Summit (MGI), including HH the Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani and Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, pose for a group photo yesterday. — AFP 

RIYADH: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
said Kuwait fully supports the efforts of 
Saudi Arabia and the package of initia-
tives it has put forward to protect the 
environment and tackle the challenges 
of climate change. This came during HH 
the Crown Prince’s speech at Riyadh’s 
Middle East Green Initiative Summit. He 
affirmed Kuwait’s commitments to tack-
le climate change challenges by signing 
and ratifying regional and international 
agreements and protocols and partici-
pating in relevant conferences. 

Kuwait is at the forefront of coun-
tries seeking to achieve human and 
environmental sustainability and is a 
supportive partner for regional and 

international efforts to combat climate 
change challenges, HH the Crown Prince 
said. Locally, Kuwait launched its envi-
ronmental strategy within the (2035 
New Kuwait) vision, in addition to leg-
islations concerned with environment 
protection laws, rationalizing the con-
sumption of natural resources, reducing 
pollution, preserving the integrity of the 
environment, rehabilitating its systems, 
protecting biodiversity and improving 
the efficiency of waste management, 
Sheikh Mishal added. 

Moreover, HH the Crown Prince 
affirmed that Kuwait has a vision that 
believes that the future of humanity lies 
in green solutions, wise management 
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By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem yesterday said HH 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah will  open the new 
Assembly term today, hoping it will 
achieve good results. HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah will also attend. In a brief 
statement, Ghanem expressed hope that 

the term will be “fruitful”, unlike the past 
term which was marred by bitter dis-
putes between the government and 
opposition lawmakers. 

Opposition lawmakers boycotted or 
obstructed a majority of the sessions in 
protest against a decision to delay grillings 
of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah until the end of next year. 
They insisted the decision, taken by pro-
government MPs and Cabinet members, 
breaches the constitution. In today’s ses-
sion, HH the Amir will deliver the inaugural 
speech. The speaker and prime minister 
will also address the session. 

Lawmakers will then elect the new 

Assembly secretary and observer, in 
addition to over a dozen committees that 
will study and prepare draft laws before 
sending them to the house for debate and 
approval. The new term starts just days 
after a national dialogue called by HH the 
Amir between the government and oppo-
sition lawmakers.  

The dialogue has resulted in some 40 
MPs sending an appeal to HH the Amir 
calling on him to pardon opposition fig-
ures and activists who have been con-
victed for crimes of opinion. The Amir has 
set up a committee comprising of the 
speaker, prime minister and head of the  
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Assembly term 

KHARTOUM: A Sudanese protester draped with the national flag flashes the 
victory sign next to burning tires during a demonstration yesterday. — AFP  

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s top general 
declared a state of emergency and dis-
solved the authorities leading the coun-
try’s democratic transition yesterday, 
after soldiers detained civilian leaders 
in what the UN condemned as a 
“coup”. General Abdel Fattah Al-
Burhan’s announcement in a televised 
address came after armed forces 
detained government leaders in charge 
of heading the transition to full civilian 
rule, following the April 2019 ouster of 

autocrat Omar Al-Bashir. 
“To rectify the revolution’s course, 

we have decided to declare a state of 
emergency nationwide... dissolve the 
transitional sovereign council, and dis-
solve the cabinet,” said Burhan, who 
announced the formation of a new gov-
ernment. His statement came as clashes 
erupted in the capital Khartoum, with 
soldiers firing live rounds at people 
who took to the streets to protest 
against the military. “Civilian rule is the 
people’s choice,” demonstrators chant-
ed. “No to military rule”. 

Medics said soldiers killed two 
people and wounded more than 80 
others. “Two people were killed in 
gunfire by forces of the military coun-
cil coup,” said the Central Committee  
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NEW YORK: Facebook was well aware that hate 
speech was spreading on its site in India which 
could exacerbate ethnic violence, and did not deploy 
resources to curb the phenomenon, US media 

reported, citing internal documents. The so-called 
Facebook Papers, leaked by whistleblower Frances 
Haugen, have already revealed the impact of 
Facebook - as well as of WhatsApp and Instagram, 
both of which it owns - on the deep polarization of 
politics in the United States and on the mental health 
of some teenagers. 

But there have long been concerns over the social 
network’s impact in spreading hate speech fueling 
violence in the developing world, such as the mas-
sacre targeting the Rohingya minority in Myanmar. 
On the weekend, the Wall Street Journal, the New 

York Times and the Washington Post, among others, 
focused on Facebook’s presence in India, the biggest 
market for the US-based company and its messag-
ing service WhatsApp in terms of users. 

A report by the company’s own researchers from 
July 2020 showed that the share of inflammatory 
content skyrocketed starting in Dec 2019. “Rumors 
and calls to violence spread particularly on 
Facebook’s WhatsApp messaging service in late 
February 2020,” when clashes between the Hindu 
majority and Muslim minority left dozens dead, the 
Wall Street Journal reported. — AFP 

Facebook failing  
to contain hate  
speech: Reports


