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Liverpool humiliate Man Utd
Salah hits hat-trick in 5-0 rout • West Ham rock Spurs

MANCHESTER: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah celebrates after scoring their fifth goal, his third during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and Liverpool, at Old 
Trafford yesterday. —AFP  

LONDON: Liverpool swept to a stunning 5-0 win at 
archrivals Manchester United as Mohamed Salah’s 
hat-trick and Paul Pogba’s red card condemned the 
hosts to one of the darkest days in their history, while 
West Ham beat London rivals Tottenham yesterday. 
Ten years after Manchester City’s infamous 6-1 vic-
tory at Old Trafford, Liverpool inflicted one of the 
most embarrassing losses United have ever suffered. 

It was Liverpool’s biggest win against United 
since 1925 and moved them seven points clear of Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer’s side in the Premier League table. 
Second-placed Liverpool are just one point behind 
leaders Chelsea as they chase the title - an ambition 
which looks completely beyond hapless United after 
this wretched afternoon. In a telling indictment of 
United’s capitulation, thousands of fans left Old 
Trafford well before full-time. 

Many supporters even fled before half-time, with 
those that remained loudly booing Solskjaer and his 
players. United are languishing in seventh place after 
a fourth successive league game without a win, a 

dismal streak that includes three defeats. The pres-
sure on Solskjaer will be intense in the coming days 
as the beleaguered Norwegian faces a fight to cling 
onto his job. Liverpool fans rubbed salt into United’s 
wounds by gleefully chanting “Ole must stay”. 

United had ridden their luck several times this 
season after snatching wins from the jaws of defeat. 
But Liverpool were far too accomplished to let 
United’s flaws at the back go unpunished and they 
were ahead after less than five minutes. Harry 
Maguire and Victor Lindelof were out of position 
and Salah played through Naby Keita, who slotted 
home in front of the shell-shocked Stretford End. 
Liverpool smelt blood and grabbed a second in the 
13th minute when Maguire and Luke Shaw got in 
tangle, allowing Trent Alexander-Arnold to cross for 
Diogo Jota to convert from close range. 

 
Rampant Liverpool  

Jurgen Klopp’s side were rampant and Salah fin-
ished off Keita’s cross in the 38th minute. With 

United in disarray, Maguire was pulled out of posi-
tion and Salah struck at the far post in stoppage-
time. Salah was not finished yet and he ran clear to 
complete his treble in the 50th minute, making him 
Africa’s all-time leading scorer in the Premier 
League with 106 goals. 

The Egypt forward had netted for the 10th suc-
cessive game in all competitions and was the first 
away player to score a hat-trick at Old Trafford 
since Brazil legend Ronaldo in 2003. Summing up 
United’s plight, France midfielder Pogba, sent on at 
half-time, lasted just 15 minutes before being dis-
missed for a reckless studs-up lunge on Keita. 
Liverpool are now unbeaten in their last 22 matches 
in all competitions, the kind of consistency that 
United can only dream about. 

 
Antonio fires Hammers past Spurs 

At the London Stadium, a second-half strike from 
Michail Antonio gave West Ham their second suc-
cessive league win and condemned Tottenham to a 

second consecutive 1-0 loss this week. Beaten by 
Vitesse Arnhem in the Europa Conference League 
on Thursday, Tottenham once again failed to pro-
duce a cohesive display as West Ham climbed above 
them into fourth place. West Ham made the break-
through in the 72nd minute as Antonio evaded Kane 
and poked home from Aaron Cresswell’s corner, 
making it 10 goals in 10 games against Tottenham 
for the striker. 

In yesterday’s other match, Leicester won 2-1 at 
Brentford to extend their unbeaten league run to 
four games. Youri Tielemans’ 25-yard rocket put 
Leicester ahead in the 14th minute. Mathias 
Jorgensen rose above two markers to head 
Brentford’s equalizer past Kasper Schmeichel from 
a near-post corner in the 60th minute. James 
Maddison had the perfect response to his critics 
after a troubled spell as the Leicester midfielder 
netted in the 73rd minute, tapping into an empty 
from Patson Daka’s pass for his first goal since 
February.  — AFP 

DUBAI: Captain Babar Azam and Mohammad 
Rizwan smashed unbeaten half-centuries as 
Pakistan crushed India by 10 wickets to regis-
ter their first win over their archrivals in a 
Twenty20 World Cup yesterday. Chasing 152 
for victory, Babar (68) and Rizwan (79) took 
apart the Indian bowling as they steered their 
team home with 13 balls to spare in Dubai. 

Left-arm quick Shaheen Shah Afridi set up 
victory - their first over their neighbors in six 
attempts in the tournament - with figures of 3-
31 that kept down India to 151-7 despite a 
valiant 57 from skipper Virat Kohli. Babar and 
Riwan went on the attack from the start with 
boundaries inside the powerplay - the first six 
overs when only two fielders are allowed out-
side the inner circle - to set the tone for their 
chase.  The batting pair kept up the charge as 
Babar reached his fifty with a six off spinner 
Varun Chakravarthy to get the Pakistan crowd 
dancing with joy. Rizwan raised his fifty with a 
boundary off pace bowler Jasprit Bumrah and 
then raced past his captain, hitting six fours 
and three sixes in his 55-ball knock. Babar hit 
the winning runs to turn a new page in 
Pakistan-India rivalry. 

Earlier Afridi returned figures of 3-31 after 
a lethal first spell to hurt India who elected to 
field first in the Super 12s encounter watched 
by 20,000 in the stadium and a global TV 
audience of hundreds of millions of fans 
across the globe. Kohli scored his 29th T20 
fifty to help the team rebuild before being 
caught behind off Afridi as Pakistan dismissed 
the star batsman for the first time in a T20 
World Cup game. 

Afridi struck the first blow with an express 
delivery that swung in to trap Rohit Sharma 
lbw for a first ball duck and the bowler cele-

brated with his trademark open-arm gesture. 
Kohli walked in amid raucous applause from 
the Indian fans who were soon silenced by 
another ripper from Afridi in his second over. 

Earlier, Sri Lanka defeated Bangladesh by 
five wickets in a feisty T20 World Cup clash 
yesterday, hammering home their status as 
surprise title contenders. Chasing an imposing 
target of 172, the 2014 champions saw Charith 
Asalanka (80 not out) and Bhanuka Rajapaksa 
(53) lead them to victory for a fourth succes-
sive win after three triumphs in the qualifying 
round. Earlier, Mushfiqur Rahim, with an unde-
feated 57 and opener Mohammad Naim, who 
hit 62, starred for Bangladesh in the Super 12 
game after being put into bat. Asalanka made 
his runs from 49 balls, hitting five fours and 
five sixes as he and Rajapaksa put on 86 for 
the fourth wicket. Both men were dropped by 
Liton Das with Rajapaksa reprieved after he 
had made only 14. 

The lone bright spot for Bangladesh in the 
field was the two wickets in four balls by 
Shakib Al Hasan to dismiss Pathum Nissanka 

and Aviskha Fernando. That allowed the veter-
an all-rounder go to 41 wickets, surpassing 
Pakistan’s Shahid Afridi for most victims in T20 
World Cups. Bangladesh had made 40 by the 
sixth over before they lost their first wicket 
and the sparks flew. 

Liton Das (16) was caught by Sri Lanka 
skipper Dasun Shanaka at mid-off trying to 
hoist Lahiru Kumara into the outfield. However, 
Liton and Kumara then exchanged angry 
words with fellow Bangladesh opener Naim 
pushing away Kumara. Both umpires had to 
intervene before the game continued. Kumara 
went on to bowl a ‘beamer’, clocked at over 
140kmh, at Mushfiqur in the penultimate over, 
forcing the Bangladesh player to take evasive 
action. Naim made 62 from 52 balls before he 
was eventually dismissed in the 17th over, 
caught and bowled by Binura Fernando. Naim 
and Mushfiqur Rahim put on 73 for the third 
wicket as Bangladesh upped the pace. The 
classy Mushfiqur reached his sixth T20 inter-
national half century off 32 balls with four 
fours and two sixes. — AFP 

Pakistan break 
India jinx; Lanka 
hammer home 
title hopes

DUBAI: Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan plays a shot during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World 
Cup cricket match between India and Pakistan at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium 
yesterday. — AFP 

MADRID: Real Madrid piled renewed 
pressure on Barcelona coach Ronald 
Koeman as David Alaba scored a scin-
tillating goal to help seal a 2-1 victory 
in the Clasico at Camp Nou yesterday. 
Alaba’s bending shot had Madrid in 
front for the majority of an end-to-end 
contest, with Lucas Vazquez making it 
two in injury-time before Sergio 
Aguero tapped in his first goal for 
Barcelona with seconds left. 

Barca have now lost a fourth con-
secutive Clasico for the first time since 
1965 and stay a lowly eighth in La 
Liga, five points behind Madrid, who 
surge back to the top of the table. 
After beating Valencia and winning a 
crucial Champions League game 
against Dynamo Kiev this week, it is a 
fresh set-back for Barca and Koeman, 
whose future will again come under 
scrutiny. 

Madrid, meanwhile, see their own 
recovery bolstered, after backing up a 
thumping win over Shakhtar Donetsk 
to leave a rocky run in the rear-view 
mirror. “These games are always 
close,” said Koeman. “They have their 
game, we have ours and the details 
decide the result. It’s a shame because 
we had the opportunities to score.” 

Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti said: 
“We played against a great team, we 
have suffered, but we were able to 
cope.” This was the first league meet-
ing between these clubs without either 
Lionel Messi or Sergio Ramos since 
2005 and while there were still veter-

ans on show - Luka Modric, Toni 
Kroos, Karim Benzema, Gerard Pique 
and Sergio Busquets among them - it 
was a Clasico more about the future. 

For the first time in 65 years, six 
players younger than 22 began the 
game while Gavi, Barcelona’s 17-year-
old midfielder, was the youngest Barca 
starter in a Clasico in almost a century. 
The promotion of a duel between 
Ansu Fati and Vinicius Junior perhaps 
felt a little forced, but both players 
have become symbols of hope. 

Fati endured one of those games to 
be expected sometimes of an 18-year-
old, with the occasional threat dotted 
across a quieter display than he would 
have liked. Vinicius, though, was elec-
tric from the start, a constant thorn in 
Barcelona’s side, especially in the first 
half, and instrumental in Alaba’s 
superb, counter-attacking opener. 

Barcelona were the more purpose-
ful early on, setting their stall out by 
dominating the ball but Madrid were 
happy to sit deep and posed the 
greater problems on the break. Vincius 
beat Oscar Mingueza with a superb 
turn through his opponent’s legs and as 
Mingueza scuttled back to recover, 
Vinicius cut across him and tumbled in 
the box. The contact was there but 
minimal. 

Not long after, Vinicius was in 
again and while replays showed he 
was just offside, Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen did brilliantly to take him wide 
and force a finish with defenders back 
to block. In between, Barca were con-
trolling the ball, their more patient 
approach yielding a golden opportu-
nity for Sergino Dest, the American 
more accustomed to right back than 
right wing, who blazed over from six 
yards after Memphis Depay slid 
across. — AFP 

Madrid beat  
struggling  
rivals Barca 


