
MISANO ADRIATICO, Italy: Fabio Quartararo
won his first MotoGP world title yesterday after his
closest rival Francesco Bagnaia crashed out of the
Emilia-Romagna Grand Prix. Bagnaia, who was 52
points behind Quartararo with three GPs including
this race remaining, was comfortably leading when
he fell with just four laps left to hand the Frenchman
his country’s first ever MotoGP championship.

Yamaha rider Quartararo, 22, now leads Bagnaia
by 65 points meaning he
can no longer be caught by
his Ducati rival and guar-
antees a first riders’ title
for his team since 2015. “I
still can’t believe it,” a tear-
ful Quartararo told Sky
Sports Italia. “It feels good
to also have my family with
me, we will enjoy a lot
tonight and until the end of
the season.”

Quartararo’s win comes
in his third season in MotoGP, the first with
Yamaha’s factory team after two years with the SRT
satellite outfit. Of the 16 MotoGPs he has contested
this season, he has claimed 10 podiums, including
five victories.

Quartararo surged from 15th on the starting grid
to finish fourth on Sunday behind race winner Marc

Marquez, who had been pursuing Bagnaia for
almost the entire race. Marquez’s Honda teammate
Pol Espargaro was second and Italian rider Enea
Bastianini of Ducati came third. “Today is not my
day but Fabio’s,” said Marquez. “I want to congrat-
ulate him. He deserves it as he has done an incredi-
ble job this season.”

Italian rider Bagnaia’s job was made harder just
three laps into the race when his teammate Jack

Miller, who started from
second on the grid, skidded
off the track. The Australian
was protecting Bagnaia
from attacks from six-time
MotoGP champion
Marquez, who also won the
Grand Prix of the Americas
in the last round.

However after starting
the race in pole position he
had the win, and the chance
to extend the title tussle by

another race, in his sights before flying off the track
to hand the title to Quartararo and a second win of
the season to Marquez. Yesterday’s race was also
Valentino Rossi’s last MotoGP in Italy ahead of
retirement at the end of the season, and he placed a
creditable 10th on his final bow at his home rack of
Misano. — AFP
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MISANO ADRIATICO, Italy: Yamaha French rider Fabio Quartararo (center) celebrates his world champion title on
the podium yesterday after the Emilia-Romagna MotoGP Grand Prix at the Misano World Circuit Marco-Simoncelli
in Misano Adriatico, Italy. —AFP

In first year 
with Yamaha

Quartararo wins first MotoGP title
after Bagnaia crashes out at Misano

Ten podiums in 16 races, including five victories

Self-driving race
cars make history
in Indianapolis
INDIANAPOLIS: The winner was not a driver but
an algorithm on Saturday at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, where the top car clocked an average
speed of 218 km/h (135 mph), ushering autonomous
vehicles into a new era.

Setting the record pace over two laps, a team
from the Technical University of Munich (TUM)
won a $1 million prize in the first Indy Autonomous
Challenge, an event dedicated to self-driving cars.
Their car beat EuroRacing, another European team
who fell to a coding mistake by one of their student
engineers despite securing the fastest lap time ever
recorded for an autonomous car, at 139 miles per
hour (223 km/h).

EuroRacing’s Dallara IL-15 had been pro-
grammed to run five laps instead of the six sched-
uled for every competitor and therefore slowed
down during its final drive around the oval, bringing
down the average speed. “I have a bitter taste in my
mouth,” said Marko Bertogna, professor at the
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia in Italy
and EuroRacing team head.

A third European team also had a shot at victory
but GPS trackers for PoliMOVE shut down during
the race, which made their car “totally blind”,
according to Sergio Matteo Savaresi, professor at
the Polytechnic University of Milan and team man-
ager. Each autonomous car relies on sensors, cam-
eras, radar, but above all GPS, without which no
controlled motion is possible, to the point that some
have two onboard.

‘Part of history’
The Dallara IL-15, used by every team, resem-

bles a Formula One car but is smaller and comes
with a price tag of $230,000. However, the technol-
ogy on board makes each car worth more than $1
million, according to event organizers.

Among the tech installed in the vehicles are sen-
sors supplied by industry trailblazer Luminar that
can map out surfaces from 250 meters away. The

TUM team’s average speed of 218 km/h “is not far
away from what human drivers do” with the same
car, said Alexander Wischnewski, a member of the
winning team.

Considering the cool, wet weather in
Indianapolis on Saturday, with no proper warm-up
time for tires, “I’m really proud of what we showed
today,” Wischnewski said. “Nobody knew that these
(self-driving cars) could go so fast in competition,”
added Stefano dePonti, Dallara USA’s CEO, who
said he had witnessed “a part of history.”

Bertogna said he believed the autonomous
Dallara could reach 280 km/h, “but with these con-
ditions, it was impossible.” For two years, the nine
competing college student teams had been prepar-
ing for an event in which all the cars would race at
the same time side by side. But organizers had a
last-minute change of heart and decided to go for a
time trial competition instead, with the cars taking
turns on the track.

However, a side session took place a few days
earlier on another Indianapolis track, Lucas Oil
Raceway, during which TUM, PoliMOVE and
EuroRacing all had their Dallaras running simulta-
neously, and even overtaking each other. Talk is now
rife about a proper multi-car autonomous race
involving the same cars at Las Vegas tech show
CES scheduled for early January, but the rematch
has yet to be confirmed.

The commercial autonomous vehicle industry has
been following the Indianapolis race closely, with
contributions to the event topping $120 million.
Many of the teams plan to publish some or all of the
algorithms used to run the cars for use in the wider
sector. Saturday’s event was also enjoyed by a hand-
ful of fans, whom the organizers capped at a low
number. Patti Aarons, 59, said she had been visiting
the Motor Speedway for more than 50 years but
was ecstatic about the self-driving race. “It just gets
my blood pumping. I love it,” Aarons said. — AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Team members of the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST) stand
before their car prior to the Indy Autonomous Challenge race at the Indianapolis Speedway in Indianapolis
on Saturday. — AFP

Qatar Airways
unveils special 
travel packages
for FIFA Arab Cup
DOHA: Qatar Airways Holidays has launched
extensive travel packages for the inaugural
FIFA Arab Cup Qatar 2021 welcoming global
football fans to enjoy the finest Qatari hospitali-
ty and follow their favorite team in person. The
region’s showpiece tournament will take place
from 30 November to 18 December, 2021.

As Privilege Club is the Official Frequent
Flyer Program of the FIFA Arab Cup 2021(tm),
members can earn double Qmiles when they
purchase a travel package, including a hotel
stay of three nights or more by October 31,
2021. New members who join Privilege Club
can also enjoy a sign-up bonus of 1,500 Qmiles
when using the enrolment code JOIN-
MECPC21. 

Fans will be offered the flexibility to build
their own package for the FIFA Arab Cup Qatar
2021 which includes flights with Qatar Airways,
the Official Airline Partner of FIFA. The ‘Build
Your Own’ feature will give them the functional-
ity to choose their preferred travel dates, hotel
accommodation and match tickets.  Customers
can secure access to bookings by visiting
https://www.qatarairwaysholidays.com/kw-
en/fifa-arab-cup-2021/overview. 

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive
Akbar Al-Baker said: “Not only will this tour-
nament showcase the country’s readiness for
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, but it will
help us unite football fans from the Middle
East and North Africa. With over 140 destina-
tions to choose from, our network will provide
them seamless connectivity across the globe.
It is time for us to kick off with these unique
travel packages and give people a memorable
taste of Qatari hospitality, and reignite the
region’s collective passion for football.”   

The tournament will take place exactly a
year before the much-awaited FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 inaugurates and will serve as
an opportunity to test operations and facilities
ahead of the first FIFA World Cup in the
Middle East. The tournament’s draw was con-
ducted after the qualifying round earlier in
June 2021, grouping the 16 contesting nations
which feature Group A: Qatar, Iraq, Oman and
Bahrain; Group B: Tunisia, UAE, Syria and
Mauritania; Group C: Morocco, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan and Palestine and Group D: Algeria,
Egypt, Lebanon and Sudan. 

The event itself will offer travelers a
glimpse into the spirit of Qatar and the world-
class stadiums set to host the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022. The magnificent Al Bayt Stadium
located in the northern city of Al Khor is
scheduled to contest the tournament’s inaugu-
ral and final matches. It is built in the shape of
a traditional Bedouin tent as a symbol of hos-
pitality. The other stadiums include Al-
Thumama Stadium, Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium,
Ras Abu Aboud Stadium, Education City
Stadium and Al-Janoub Stadium. A detailed
schedule of all matches and stadiums can be
found online: https://www.fifa.com/tourna-
ments/mens/arabcup/arabcup2021.

The airline sponsored the 2021 Concacaf
Gold Cup and the UEFA Euro 2020, and has an
extensive global sports partnership portfolio
that includes football-governing bodies such
as FIFA, CONCACAF and CONMEBOL. As
FIFA’s Official Partner, Qatar Airways has
sponsored mega events including the 2019 and
2020 editions of the FIFA Club World Cup,
and will sponsor the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022. Qatar Airways also sponsors some of the
world’s biggest football clubs including Al-
Sadd SC, Boca Juniors, FC Bayern Munchen,
KAS Eupen, and Paris Saint-Germain. — AFP

BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski stated
his case for the Ballon d’Or by scoring
his 10th Bundesliga goal in nine games
this season for leaders Bayern Munich
in a 4-0 romp at home to Hoffenheim on
Saturday. Having claimed a record 41
Bundesliga goals last season,
Lewandowski has picked up where he
left off.

The Poland striker is among the
favorites to win the Ballon d’Or on
November 29 having been named
FIFA’s best male player of 2020.
Lewandowski showed his class with a
stunning strike after Serge Gnabry gave
the hosts a first-half lead in front of
60,000 fans at the Allianz Arena, the
biggest home crowd since the pandem-
ic hit Germany in March 2020.

Replacements Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting and Kingsley Coman grabbed
late goals to seal the win which keeps
Bayern a point clear at the top of the
table ahead of Borussia Dortmund,
who won 3-1 at Arminia Bielefeld.
Bayern dominated even though head
coach Julian Nagelsmann is quarantin-
ing at home after testing positive for
COVID-19.

“It was a deserved victory. The team
played very strong football for 30 min-
utes,” said Nagelsmann’s assistant
coach Dino Toppmoeller. “After going
2-0 up, there was a lack of sharpness in

defense. In the end, we stepped up a
gear. We’ll all be happy if Julian comes
back as soon as possible.”

Gnabry’s opening goal came after he
had already had one disallowed.
Lewandowski had also chipped
Hoffenheim goalkeeper Oliver Baumann
only to watch the ball fly agonizingly
wide of the post. Bayern finally made
their domination count on 16 minutes
when Jamal Musiala played the ball in to
Gnabry, who fired between Baumann’s
legs for his sixth league goal this sea-
son. Lewandowski made it 2-0 with a
superb finish from the edge of the area.
The floodgates opened with eight min-
utes left as Choupo-Moting and then
Coman fired home to complete the rout.

Dortmund respond to Ajax rout
Borussia Dortmund bounced back

from their midweek Champions League
drubbing at Ajax against Arminia
Bielefeld. Emre Can and Mats Hummels
claimed first-half goals before England
midfielder Jude Bellingham dribbled
past defenders, then chipped the ball in
from a tight angle.

“We wanted to give an answer here
to the game on Tuesday, which was
unfortunately, a step backwards,”
admitted Hummels. With regular penal-
ty-taker Erling Braut Haaland sidelined
with a hip injury, Can stepped up to

convert an early spot-kick.
Hummels produced a spectacular

volley from the edge of the area to
make it 2-0 at half-time before
Bellingham grabbed the third 18 minutes
from time. Striker Fabian Klos convert-
ed a late Bielefeld penalty.

Freiburg remain the only unbeaten
team in Germany’s top flight and rose to
third with a 2-0 win at Wolfsburg,
thanks to goals by Philipp Lienhart and
Lucas Hoeler. Wolfsburg won their first
four league games under Mark van
Bommel to lead the table in mid-
September, but four straight defeats
leave them eighth.

Second-half goals by Emil Forsberg,
Yussuf Poulsen, Dominik Szoboszlai,
who set up the fourth for 18-year-old
Hugo Novoa Ramos on his league
debut, saw RB Leipzig fight back to
claim a 4-1 home win over bottom side
Greuther Fuerth. The win eases pressure
on American head coach Jesse Marsch
after Leipzig lost their first three
Champions League games, including
Tuesday’s 3-2 defeat at Paris Saint-
Germain. Later Hertha Berlin built on
last weekend’s win at Eintracht Frankfurt
with a 1-0 victory at home to Borussia
Moenchengladbach thanks to Marco
Richter’s first-half winner. —AFP

Lewandowski scores to keep
Bayern Munich top of Bundesliga

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Polish striker Robert Lewandowski plays the ball
during his team’s first division Bundesliga football match against Hoffenheim in
Munich, southern Germany, on Saturday. — AFP


