
LOS ANGELES: The Atlanta Braves punched their
ticket to their first World Series in over two
decades Saturday, toppling the defending champi-
on Los Angeles Dodgers 4-2 to wrap up the
National League Championship Series in six
games.

The Braves, who will face the Houston Astros in
Major League Baseball’s Fall Classic, rolled over
the Dodgers by jumping on their starting pitcher
Walker Buehler in the first inning. The win ended a
string of heartbreaking potential elimination losses
for the Braves who had
four previous chances in
the last two years to book
a trip to the World Series
but failed.

Atlanta advanced to
their sixth World Series
all-time and their first
since 1999. “It is amazing.
This organization has
been around a long time
and it has been a long
time since we got to the
World Series,” said first baseman Freddie Freeman.
“We took it to another level with what we did in the
second half (regular season) and postseason.”

The World Series starts tomorrow in Houston,
which will host the first two games before they
switch to Atlanta. The turning point Saturday was a
three-run fourth inning that featured a 361-foot
home run to right field by slugger Eddie Rosario,
who scored teammates Travis d’Arnaud and Ehire

Adrianza. Rosario’s blast landed just inside the right
outfield pole.

“I’m at a loss for words to be honest,” Rosario
said. “I gave everything I had for the team, for a
World Series. I just left it all out there. I’m extreme-
ly proud of myself and the team for getting to the
World Series.”

Last season the Dodgers defeated the Tampa
Bay Rays to win the World Series in six games for
their first championship since 1988. Braves short-
stop Dansby Swanson got the final out, snagging a

ground ball and throwing
to first to get Dodgers AJ
Pollock out, sparking a
wild celebration on the
field around Braves closer
Will Smith.

Last season, the Braves
took a commanding 3-1
series lead in the NLCS
over the Dodgers, giving
them three chances to
advance to the World
Series. But Los Angeles

brushed aside all of those Atlanta opportunities,
doing it in the neutral-site stadium in Arlington,
Texas.

Saturday’s loss snapped the Dodgers’ run of
winning seven consecutive playoff elimination
games. The Dodgers pitching staff were in trouble
before Saturday’s game even began. Los Angeles
was expected to start Max Scherzer, but the ace
right-hander was scratched from the start.

Scherzer gave up two runs over four innings of
game two last week and said that his arm was too
sore to pitch in game six. The Dodgers instead had
to turn to Buehler on short rest. Buehler was initially
scheduled to start a potential game seven yesterday.

The Braves made a couple of clutch defensive
plays in the top of the sixth inning, including a one-
hop snag at first base by dual American-Canadian
citizen Freeman to get Dodgers baserunner Trea
Turner out. — AFP
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ATLANTA: Members of the Atlanta Braves celebrate after defeating the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game Six of
the National League Championship Series at Truist Park on Saturday in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

Atlanta sets date with Houston Astros in Fall Classic

Bucks bounce
back to beat
Spurs in Texas
LOS ANGELES: Khris Middleton scored 28
points and all five Milwaukee starters finished in
double figures as the injury-hit Bucks beat the San
Antonio Spurs 121-111 on Saturday night. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo chipped in 21 points for
the defending NBA champion Bucks, who used a
strong fourth quarter run to seize control against
the Spurs after suffering through a blowout loss to
Miami two nights earlier. “Just find a way to bounce
back,” Middleton said. “It’s just how you adjust,
how you respond to that. I think tonight, for the
most part, the effort was in the right place.”

Jrue Holiday and Pat Connaughton each scored
16 points, reserve George Hill scored 15 and
Grayson Allen added 10 points for Milwaukee. The
banged-up Bucks played without starting center
Brook Lopez and Donte DiVincenzo and Bobby
Portis, who usually contribute scoring off the bench.

Milwaukee built a 101-91 lead at the 8:40
mark of the fourth to take command of the con-
test in front of a crowd of 18,300 at the AT&T
Center in Texas. The game was the second of a
road-home back-to-back for the Spurs, who flew
back to San Antonio Saturday morning after a

loss in Denver on Friday.
Elsewhere, the Cleveland Cavaliers posted their

first win of the new season, with a 101-95 win over
the Atlanta Hawks thanks largely to a 23-point per-
formance from Ricky Rubio. Rubio shot nine-of-15
from the floor and added eight assists as Cleveland
halted a two-game losing skid.

Rookie Evan Mobley finished with 17 points and
11 rebounds and Jarrett Allen had 11 points and 14
rebounds for the Cavaliers. Collin Sexton, Kevin
Love and Lauri Markkanen each scored 12. “We’re
definitely really happy about our first win, it felt
great,” Mobley said. “But we don’t want to just set-
tle on it. We want to keep winning and growing
from here.”

Trae Young led the Hawks with 24 points,
including 15 in the first half. Cam Reddish came off
the bench to score 19 but Cleveland struggled
shooting the ball, making just 10 of 34 from the
three-point line. The Cavs have won six of their last
seven against the Hawks in Cleveland.

“As Evan kept making plays, we kept giving him
the ball,” Cavaliers coach JB Bickerstaff said. “He’s
got that straight face, but his skill set is diverse and
versatile. Evan has earned our trust because of how
quickly he’s picked things up.”

In Toronto, Luka Doncic compiled 27 points, 12
assists and nine rebounds as the visiting Dallas
Mavericks defeated the Toronto Raptors 103-95.
Tim Hardaway added 25 points for the Mavericks,
who won for the first time this season after losing
their opener Thursday in Atlanta. —AFP

SAN ANTONIO: Khris Middleton #22 of the
Milwaukee Bucks passes in the game against the
San Antonio Spurs on Saturday at AT&T Center in
San Antonio, Texas. —AFP

Kuwait hosts 
jet ski world 
championship 
KUWAIT: Chairman
of Water Sports Club
Mohammad Al-Zanki
said the club will
organize the jet ski
world championship
from Nov 11 to 13 at
Marina Beach for the
second time, spon-
sored by the Public
Authority for Sport
(PAS). Zanki said the
jet ski championship will be held with local,
Gulf and international participants from more
than 30 countries around the world, which will
strengthen Kuwait’s return to its usual place in
the field of sports. It is also a motivation for
athletes to win more championships, in addi-
tion to gaining more experience. 

Zanki said the presence of athletes from
more than 30 countries conforms with Kuwait’s
2030 vision for sport. He said there will be
many surprises organized by the Water Sports
Club during the tournament, which will add to
the competition for the top places. He said the
club was established in March 2019 by PAS in
order to prepare future plans to develop
watersports, following the distinguished results
of this sport in Kuwait and abroad.

Zanki said the club has organized several
local jet ski and moto surf championships, in
addition to participating in many champi-
onships, during which the club’s athletes had
respectable finishes. He said Water Sports
Club hosted the world jet ski championship
from Feb 13-15, 2020 under the patronage of
HH the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah at Marina Beach for the first
time in Kuwait with the participation of ath-
letes from 27 countries, which was considered
a historic event in Kuwait due to the wide
interest of world youth worldwide in this sport.
Zanki wished all participants success and a
pleasant stay in Kuwait.

Kuwait Crown Prince
Championship to
open shooting season
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi said
the local shooting season will open on Nov 4 with
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah Championship in pistol, rifle, trap,
skeet and Olympic archery for both genders.
Otaibi said those with special needs will have a
place in this tournament, which will see shooters
from the club, national guard, military and police
sports federation. He said shooters from the GCC

are welcome in this tournament.
Otaibi said during a press conference held yes-

terday that the tournament was delayed until

November to give shooters time to train and pre-
pare after a long period away due to the coron-
avirus pandemic. He said Kuwait Shooting
Federation appreciates HH the Crown Prince’s spon-
sorship of the tournament, as this reflects his sup-
port and interest in Kuwait shooting. The sport is
always making achievements around the world, the
latest of which is Olympian Abdullah Al-Rashidi’s
second place win during the ISSF President’s Cup
held in Cyprus.

Meanwhile, Secretary General of Arab and
Kuwait Shooting Federation Obaid Manahi Al-
Osaimi said the juniors’ preliminaries for this tour-
nament will take place at the Shooting Sport Club’s
branch in Jahra. Osaimi said this tournament will see
strong competition due to having the best shooters
from Kuwait and the Gulf. He said prizes for this
tournament are worthwhile due to its importance.
Both Otaibi and Osaimi thanked the political leader-
ship and the Public Authority for Sport for their
support of shooting.

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi (left) speaks
during a press conference yesterday.

Mohammad Al-Zanki

Kuwait Open
Bowling Tournament
concludes
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Jassem Al-Saqer was crowned the
champion of Kuwait Open Bowling Tournament that
was organized by Kuwait Bowling Club with partic-
ipation from GCC countries. Mustafa Al-Mousawi
took second place while Bahrain’s Yousuf Salah
came third. The tournament’s closing ceremony was
attended by President of International and Asian
Bowling Federations Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah, President of Saudi Federation
Abdelmalek Al-Shithri and Bowling Club Secretary
Mohammad Al-Faresi.

Sheikh Talal handed the prizes to the winners of
all categories, including the under-18 and under-15.
Hassan Al-Zaid played on a wheelchair following
tough competition. The tournament was the best
preparation for Gulf teams before the world cham-
pionship to be held in Dubai in mid-November.

Sheikh Talal said this tournament was the best
preparation for the upcoming international event,
and was good for the Gulf teams, due to the difficul-

ty in organizing training camps abroad due to the
coronavirus pandemic, which postponed champi-
onships. “We were keen on the Gulf gathering as
soon as possible, and that is why this tournament
was held and was well-timed,” he added. Sheikh

Talal said the tournament achieved its goals of
exchanging experiences and providing a strong
competitive atmosphere among participants.

Shithri said the tournament was a success at all lev-
els, technically, organizationally and media-wise,

adding: “We are proud to be in Kuwait along with
GCC athletes.” Shithri appreciated the Kuwait Bowling
Club facilities, which are among the best in the world,
and lauded Sheikh Talal’s efforts to enhance and devel-
op the game regionally and around the world.

KUWAIT: A group photo of the winners at the conclusion of the tournament.


