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T
he police investigation into a fatal
shooting with a prop gun fired by
actor Alec Baldwin on a film set was

focusing Saturday on the specialist in
charge of the weapon and the assistant
director who handed it to Baldwin.
Ukraine-born cinematographer Halyna
Hutchins, 42, was struck in the chest and
died shortly after the incident Thursday in
New Mexico, while director Joel Souza,
48, who was crouching behind her as
they lined up a shot, was wounded and
hospitalized, then released. Police inter-
viewed a visibly distraught Baldwin, who
willingly cooperated. They have pressed
no charges.

Souza said in a statement Saturday
that he was “gutted” by the loss of his
friend and colleague. “She was kind,
vibrant, incredibly talented, fought for
every inch, and always pushed me to be
better,” he told Deadline, an entertain-
ment news outlet. The incident sparked
intense speculation on social media
about how such an accident could have
occurred despite detailed and long-estab-
lished gun-safety protocols for film sets.

Accidental discharges 
The accident took place roughly mid-

way through the filming of a low-budget

Western called “Rust,” starring Baldwin.
The Los Angeles Times, citing anony-
mous sources, described an unhappy film
crew and roiling labor problems on the
film set. The incident came only hours
after a walk-out by film crew members
concerned about working conditions,
according to the Times. Among their com-
plaints were two or three accidental prop-
gun discharges.

According to the paper, one camera
operator had messaged a production
manager, saying, “We’ve now had 3 acci-
dental discharges. This is super unsafe.”
Rust Movie Productions said in a state-
ment that it had not been made aware of

any “official complaints” but would “con-
tinue to cooperate with the Santa Fe
authorities” while also conducting its own
review.

Some details emerged in an affidavit
submitted by the Santa Fe County sher-
iff’s office to obtain a search warrant. The
affidavit was viewed by AFP. It said
Assistant Director Dave Halls, the
Hollywood veteran who handed the gun
to Baldwin during a rehearsal, called out
“cold gun” as he did so-industry code for
a weapon with no live ammunition. “The
Assistant Director (Dave Halls) did not
know live rounds were in the prop-gun,”
the affidavit said.

Checking the film 
It said police wanted to determine

whether any video footage or cell phone
images from the set would shed light on
the incident; to check the “Western style”
outfit worn by Baldwin, which bore appar-
ent blood stains; and to examine all
firearms, ammunition and casings on the
scene. The affidavit stated that Baldwin
handed the gun to 24-year-old Hannah
Gutierrez-Reed-the movie’s weapons
master, or armorer-immediately after the
shooting, and that she removed a spent
casing and handed it, and the gun, to

deputies when they arrived. The affidavit
did not specify what type of charge the
gun might have carried.

A 911 call to police immediately after-
ward conveyed the shock and anger felt
on the set. “We’ve had two people acci-
dentally shot by a prop gun, we need
help immediately,” the caller tells a police
dispatcher. “Was it loaded with a real bul-
let?” the dispatcher asks. “I don’t-I can’t
tell you that,” the caller replies. “And this
(expletive) AD ... this mother (expletive)
— he’s supposed to check the guns, he’s
responsible for what happens on the set.”

‘Test fire it yourself’ 
Gun safety guidelines from the Actors’

Equity Association specify that “all load-
ing of firearms must be done by the prop-
erty master, armorer or experienced per-
sons working under their direct supervi-
sion.” The guidelines also state: “Before
each use, make sure the gun has been
test-fired off stage and then ask to test
fire it yourself. Watch the prop master
check the cylinders and barrel to be sure
no foreign object or dummy bullet has
become lodged inside.”

Baldwin, one of Hollywood’s best-
known actors, said he was heartbroken
and was cooperating fully with the inquiry.

He retweeted a story from trade journal
Variety headlined “Alec Baldwin Was Told
Prop Gun Was Safe Before Fatal
Shooting, Affidavit Says.”

Gutierrez-Reed is the daughter of
longtime film-industry armorer Thell
Reed. In a September podcast, she said
she had some trepidation about her first
stint as a lead armorer during the recent
filming of “The Old Way,” another
Western. “I almost didn’t take the job
‘cause I wasn’t sure if I was ready,” she
said on the “Voices of the West” podcast.
Loading blanks, she added, made her
particularly nervous. Halls and Gutierrez-
Reed could not be reached for comment.

District Attorney Mary Carmack-
Altwies said in a statement Friday that
the case is in its preliminary stages,
adding, “At this time, we do not know if
charges will be filed.” “Rust” was being
filmed on sprawling Bonanza Creek
Ranch, the setting for scores of movies
over several decades. Baldwin stars as
Harland Rust, an outlaw who goes on
the run with his grandson after the latter
is convicted of murder following an acci-
dental killing.—AFP

In this file photo actor Alec Baldwin attends the
‘Exploring the Arts’ 20th anniversary Gala at
Hammerstein Ballroom in New York City. — AFP 

A
dele wants Idris Elba to play the
next James Bond. The 33-year-old
Grammy-winner has revealed she

actually would like to see ‘Loki’ actor
Jonathan Major replace Daniel Craig as
007, but because he’s American, her sec-
ond choice is the ‘Luther’ star, who has
previously been tipped to take on the
iconic role as the fictional suave spy in
the blockbuster franchise. Speaking to
Vogue for their ‘73 Questions’ series, the
‘Easy On Me’ hitmaker said: “I mean it’s a
tough one there have been lots of differ-
ent choices and stuff. But I would like
Jonathan Major to be the next Bond. But I
don’t know if that’s allowed because he’s
American. But I think Idris Elba.” Idris
sent fans into a frenzy back in 2018 when
he tweeted a selfie with the caption ‘My
name’s Elba, Idris Elba”, which sparked
speculation he was being lined up for the
part. However, he quickly quashed the
rumors. He wrote: “Don’t believe the
HYPE...” Meanwhile, an expert recently
claimed that Bond was originally sup-
posed to be a woman. Steven Jay Rubin,
the author of ‘The James Bond Movie
Encyclopedia’, suggested that Ian
Fleming’s spy was earmarked for the

Oscar-winning actress Susan Hayward in
the 1950s before the late Sir Sean
Connery took the part. Steven said:
“Writer Lorenzo Semple and producer
Gregory Ratoff were in the process cen-
tring on Bond as a woman. “Considering
it was the mid-1950s it was very contro-
versial but Susan Hayward was a real
commodity.” The Bond historian added:
“Bond would be a natural move for her.
But for whatever reason it just didn’t hap-
pen. “There are a million reasons why a
studio may consider something and then
change their mind.” Daniel, 53, took his
Aston Martin for a spin for the final time in
‘No Time To Die’ but recently shot down
suggestions that a woman should take
over from his as 007, as he believes “bet-
ter parts” should be created for actresses
instead. When asked if he would support
a more “diverse” appointment as his
replacement, he replied: “The answer to
that is very simple. “There should simply
be better parts for women and actors of
color. “Why should a woman play James
Bond when there should be a part just as
good as James Bond, but for a woman?”

K
ieran Culkin is set to host
‘Saturday Night Live’ next
month.  The ‘Succession’

actor will guest present the late-
night sketch show on November 6
and will be joined by musical guest
Ed Sheeran.  It will mark the 30-
year-old pop megastar’s third per-
formance on the entertainment pro-
gram. Meanwhile, Keiran just
revealed he and his pregnant wife
were forced to sleep on the floor in
their apartment after their daughter
took over their bedroom. The 39-
year-old star and his spouse Jazz
Charton gave the one bedroom
they had to their daughter Kinsey,
two, meaning that the couple had to
get their slumber on a mattress in
their living room.  Kieran admitted
that his other half - who was
expecting their now two-month-old
son Wilder at the time - questioned
why the star of a hit HBO show did-
n’t have a house that had enough
rooms for his family.  He said: “We
live in New York City apartments,
I’m sure it’s similar to this [in
London], like, the corner of our bed-
room is the nursery. So we weren’t
really prepared for all that. And then
eventually friends kept telling us
‘you know you’re going to have to
give that kid its own room’. We
have a one-bedroom apartment,
there’s, what, the kitchen? I don’t
know, where does it go? “So even-
tually the kid took our bedroom and
then my wife - who was pregnant
the second time while we were
shooting through the pandemic -
we’re sleeping on a mattress on the
living room floor because the baby
has the bedroom and she at one
point turns to me and she goes,
‘You see how we live, right? You
know you’re on a hit TV show,
right?’ I’m like, ‘Yeah alright we’ll
move, we’ll move!’” Kieran and
Jazz have since purchased a three-
bedroom property but “it’s being
renovated” so they have not yet
moved. 

McCartney
and Peterson
tie the knot
J

esse McCartney and Katie Peterson
have tied the knot. The ‘Beautiful
Soul’ singer and the actress got

married at the Santa Lucia Preserve in
Carmel, California on Saturday. The cou-
ple, who were married by Katie’s uncle,
were joined by their beloved pet pooch
Bailey at the ceremony. Katie walked
down an aisle of white rose petals to a
string quartet playing Eric Clapton’s
‘Wonderful Tonight’, while the ‘Jurassic
Park’ theme song played as the rest of
the wedding party arrived.  Jesse con-
fessed to People ahead of his big day: “I
cry watching a Subaru commercial. That
kind of sums it up for you. “So I don’t
know how I’m going to get through this ...

I get dewy, as they say.” The ‘Alvin and
the Chipmunks’ voice actor also said: “I
think that moment of settling in at the
altar and just watching her come down is
going to be pretty special and having our
families there and witnessing all of it. “It’s
hard not to be romantic about that por-
tion of the night.” After the pair said their
“I do’s”, they headed to a “rustic barn-like
structure” to celebrate with their 147
guests. The loved-up pair got engaged in
2019 after seven years of dating.  The
pair were enjoying a meal with friends at
CUT by Wolfgang Puck at the Beverly
Wilshire hotel in Los Angeles when
Jesse popped the question. A source
said at the time: “The couple was with a
group of friends as McCartney got down
on one knee. “The whole restaurant fell
silent as he asked her to marry him and
went into a loud applause and cheered
when she said yes!  “Chef Wolfgang
Puck himself was also at the restaurant
making his rounds when it happened.
The couple celebrated with drinks as the
night went on.”

D
aniel Craig was hurt by negative
comments on social media when
he was first cast as James Bond.

The ‘No Time To Die’ actor - who has
ended his tenure as 007 in the latest
installment of the blockbuster franchise -
read some of the unfavorable posts about
himself online when he was confirmed to

star in 2006’s ‘Casino Royale’, but
doesn’t regret doing so despite finding it
a “painful” read. The 53-year-old star told
SiriusXM’s ‘The Jess Cagle Podcast with
Julie Cunningham’: “I’m glad I did it. It
was painful to do but I kind of read every-
thing, and just thought, ‘Well, there’s not
much I could do about that.” The ‘Layer
Cake’ star also admitted he struggled to
get to grips with having a “public per-
sona”, even though he chased fame.  He
said: “The whole concept of fame, and
you know, being public and having a pub-
lic persona and all of these things were
just so alien to me. I didn’t understand it.
“I suppose I acted because I wanted to
be famous but I acted because I loved
acting.” Reflecting on the extent of fame it
brought him, he continued: “With Bond, I
knew it was going to explode. “I wasn’t
completely naive, I knew that it would
change things.” However, the ‘Spectre’
star was not ready for the sheer volume
of it and insisted there is no way to pre-
pare for superstardom.  The ‘Knives Out’
star recently recalled feeling “physically
and mentally under siege” when he shot
to a new level of fame in the movies.  He
said: “I used to lock myself in and close
the curtains, I was in cloud cuckoo land. I
was physically and mentally under siege.”
And Daniel added how fellow Hollywood
star Hugh Jackman, also 53 - who he
worked with on Broadway in the 2009 run
of ‘Steady Rain’ - “helped me to come to
terms with it and appreciate it.”

J
ames Corden has joked Adele is a
“difficult person” to buy gifts for. The
chart-topping singer recently

revealed that James gave her a piece of
Celine Dion’s used chewing gum as a gift
and the TV star has now revealed the
story behind the unusual present.  He
shared: “The weekend before we had
shot [‘Carpool Karaoke’], we went on a lit-
tle weekend away to Mexico, my family,
[Adele], her son and we spent a weekend

together. “And the following Friday I was
shooting the ‘Carpool’ with Celine Dion
and Adele just loves Celine Dion.” James
joked that Celine thought he lost his mind
when he asked to keep her gum. The TV
star also explained that he ripped a piece
of paper in order to keep it safe. He said
on ‘The Late Late Show’: “I ripped off a
piece and she put it in and I said, ‘Don’t.
I’ll do it,’ because, you know, she was
about to do the fold. “I said, ‘I got it, I got

it, I got it.’ I then had to give it to [show
producer Diana Miller] and I was like, ‘I
need to keep this super safe!’ And she
took it and looked at me like, ‘I think this
is the day he’s lost his mind’. “And I said,
‘Please keep it safe.’ And then I gave it to
[Adele] for her birthday. She’s a difficult
person to buy for. A candle doesn’t cut it!”
Adele previously revealed that she has
Celine’s gum in a frame at home.  The
33-year-old star made the confession

after being asked what her “proudest
possession” was in Vogue’s ‘73
Questions’ video series, which was filmed
at her home in California. She said:
“James Corden, who’s a friend of mine,
but also does ‘Carpool Karaoke’, which I
did - he did it with her and knew how
much a fan of her I was. “So he made her
spit her gum into a piece of paper and he
framed it for me!”


