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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and State Minister
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohmmad Al-Sabah sponsored and attended yesterday
a ceremony celebrating the United Nations Day
(October 24), a day when the UN Charter entered into
force. The ceremony was also attended by UN
Secretary-General’s Representative and Resident
Coordinator in Kuwait, Dr Tareq Al-Sheikh. The ceremo-
ny was held in Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s building, the United Nations House in Kuwait.

The Foreign Minister gave a speech in which he
expressed pride at having participated in such an event,
as the UN serves as a reference for Kuwait’s diplomatic
work by promoting tolerance, peace, and striving
towards a better world. In his speech, the minister
thanked Dr Sheikh and all those who work in the UN
House in Kuwait for their considerable organization
efforts and continuous hard work in representing
Kuwait’s strategic relations with the UN. Sheikh Dr
Ahmad talked of Kuwait’s long-standing history with the
UN beginning in Kuwait joining the organization in 1963,
and cited Kuwait’s ongoing efforts in limiting human suf-

fering. He also noted the UN’s role in helping Kuwait
regain its independence in 1991, and stated that it is a
prime example of the organization’s work in keeping
peace and maintaining security.

The minister stated that this comes as a continuation
of the late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s humanitarian efforts, which will
doubtlessly be continued by His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He also mentioned the toll the coron-
avirus pandemic took on all aspects of life, and highlight-
ed how it required the international community to join
efforts and collaborate to face such challenges and erad-
icate the pandemic.

The Foreign Minister talked about the UN’s consider-
able efforts in coming up with strategies to combat cli-
mate change and supporting countries’ labors in that
regard. He also highlighted the integral role of youth in
facing climate change, shedding light on the Late Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s efforts in
supporting the youth and providing them with opportu-

nities as a part of Kuwait’s vision 2035, as they are a key
instrument for change and development. Concluding his
speech, the Foreign Minister expressed hope in reaching
global harmony and ensuring a better future.
Participating in the ceremony were ambassadors, heads
of diplomatic delegations, heads of representative
offices, and state officials. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohmmad Al-Sabah attends a ceremony
celebrating the United Nations Day yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister
attends UN Day ceremony

Communications
ministry warns of
scam messages
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Many citizens and expatriates
have been scammed after paying to receive
their shipments. This new scam is widespread
in Kuwait, even as the ministry of communi-
cations emphasized that it never sends mes-
sages or emails to people to ask them to pay
to receive their shipments. The scammers use
the name of the ministry of communications
with its official logo to appear authentic and
gain people’s trust.  The message reads: “You
have a parcel, and you need to pay KD 2 in
postal fees through the attached link.” After
paying online with your credit card, it says
you will receive your parcel the next morn-
ing. The link is only valid for 24 hours. The
ministry of communications has warned peo-
ple not to open the link or pay the fees, even
if they are actually expecting a parcel. By
entering the card information, the scammer
will get your bank data to clear your account.

Technicalities delay
reopening visas 
to Kuwait 
KUWAIT: Interior ministry officials are expected to
hold meetings this week to discuss the mechanism of
implementing the Cabinet’s decision to reopen visas
for foreigners to enter Kuwait. While reopening visas
was supposed to take effect on October 24, it will
likely be delayed for one or two weeks until the interi-
or ministry can agree on the proper mechanism to
resume visa issuing, according to multiple reports.

The Cabinet’s decisions to restore normal life in
Kuwait had gone into effect from yesterday, but the
decisions related to issuing visas and full operations at
Kuwait International Airport need one or two weeks
for actual implementation, Al-Rai Arabic daily report-
ed yesterday, quoting sources.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation said it was
ready for full airport operation on a gradual basis as
per an organized plan, through coordination with con-

cerned authorities working at the airport, ground serv-
ices and airlines as well as communicating with various
airports in this regard. Deputy Director General for
Airport Affairs Saleh Al-Fadaghi said that airport oper-
ation traffic will be as is this week as the DGCA waits
for the monthly operating schedules from airlines start-
ing November. The number of flights and new destina-
tions are expected to increase then, he added.

Meanwhile, security sources said the decision to
resume the issuance of entry visas for vaccinated indi-
viduals requires several steps which could come into
effect “within days” or by the beginning of November
at the earliest, adding that “there will be a meeting for
senior leadership of the ministry to decide the deci-
sion’s implementation mechanism in coordination with
Public Authority for Manpower.” The sources said that
following the success of Interior Ministry in moving to
digital processing of transactions during the COVID-
19 crisis, it wants to continue doing the same and issue
new visas online. 

60+ visas
In the meantime, the Public Authority for

Manpower is expected to hold a meeting this week
chaired by Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr
Abdullah Al-Salman to finalize the issue pertaining to

suspension of visas of residents aged 60 and older
who do not have a university degree. An official deci-
sion to cancel the suspension is expected to be
announced following the meeting, Al-Rai reported
yesterday.

“The Board of Directors of the Public Authority for
Manpower will hold a meeting on Wednesday under
the chairmanship of Commerce and Industry Minister
Dr Abdallah Al-Salman to make a decision regarding
the suspension of visas of residents aged 60 years and
above,” said sources quoted in the report.

It is expected that the board will cancel the deci-
sion to ban issuing work permits for residents who
reach 60 years of age and who have high school and
below academic qualification - a decision that was
overruled by the Fatwa and Legislation Department,
said the sources.

Furthermore, the sources indicated that there is
some agreement among the authority’s board mem-
bers to cancel the decision during Wednesday’s
expected meeting, and instruct concerned authorities
to start issuing permits for this group of people as the
case was before the decision. On the other hand, the
sources noted that the board members still mull a pro-
posal to impose a renewal fee of KD 250 and private
health insurance.

Marine life
research 
vessels arrive 
in Kuwait
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR) continues
its achievements with the arrival of two
scientific research vessels for
oceanography, fisheries, and marine
resources management. Al-Mostakshif
and Bahith 1 are multipurpose vessels
for conducting high quality surveys
and sampling over a wide range of
geographical ranges including all
marine areas in the Arabian Gulf, Gulf
of Oman, and the Arabian Sea. In a
statement to the press, the director of
the Marine Resource Management
Department at (KISR) Dr Mohsen Al-
Hussaini said that Al-Mostakshif has
been built according to the highest and
most recent scientific standards. The
Marine Management Department has
established this excellent research
center: the National Unit for
Oceanography and Marine Resources
Management, with specialized labora-
tories in different domains of oceanog-
raphy and fisheries, Hussaini noted.

Al-Mostakshif and Bahith 1 will
have regional and international signifi-
cance, with many objectives, including
conservation of food security, biodi-
versity, environment resilience, and

assessment of marine environment
dynamics. It will study the climate
change and its impacts on marine
ecosystems, assessment of harmful
algal blooms and their impact on
marine resources and coastal activi-
ties, and the formulation of manage-
ment policies for marine resources’
conservation and sustainability. Al-
Mostakshif will contribute to evaluat-
ing fish stocks, sustainable manage-
ment of renewable resources, con-
ducting joint research projects with
countries in the region and interna-
tional organizations, Hussaini
explained.

The construction of Al-Mostakshif
took approximately two years and was
built in the shipyard of the Freire
Company in Spain, under the supervi-
sion of World Class Det Norske Veritas
(DNV) and a United Kingdom-based
consultancy office. It is considered the

most modern RV in the Middle East
that includes high quality technical
research capabilities and modern tech-
nologies. It contains seven laboratories
with a total area of 223 square meters
for chemistry, biology, acoustics, fish,
fish processing, and diving to serve
oceanography fisheries, and habitat
surveys. It also contains eight scientific
winches, three cranes, and three
hydraulic frames for deployment of
equipment.

This large vessel has side-scan
sonar, multi beam echo sounder for
fishing and topographic sea bottom
surveys, and a dynamic positioning
system. It can accommodate a crew of
up to 15 individuals and up to 14
researchers. All facilities as well as
modern navigation and communica-
tion systems are included to facilitate
researchers to undertake all types of
survey cruises. — KUNA

Boursa Kuwait
rings the bell for
climate action on
UN Day 2021
KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait virtually rang the bell
for climate action during United Nations Day
2021 in collaboration with the United Nations
and their Representative of the Secretary
General and Resident Coordinator Office in the
State of Kuwait.

The initiative forms part of Boursa Kuwait’s
efforts to create a lasting meaningful impact on
the communities where it operates as part of its
Corporate Sustainability strategy, and is in line
with Goal 13 - Climate Action - and Goal 17 -
Partnership for the Goals - of the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as well as the National
Development Plan for the State of
Kuwait, “New Kuwait 2035”.

In commemoration of UN Day
2021, the United Nations is organ-
izing the “Youth4Climate Action”
Exhibition at the United Nations
House located in the Diplomatic
Quarter in West Mishref . The
theme of this exhibition is based
around SDG 13 on Climate Action,
under the title “Youth for Climate
Action - Inspiration, Action, Transformation -
and will shed light on Kuwaiti youth initiatives
that contribute to climate action and encour-
age the wider society to follow in their foot-
steps. Additionally, several buildings in Kuwait
and around the world, including the Boursa
Kuwait building, were lit up in blue to cele-
brate this event. 

Commenting on the initiative, Boursa Kuwait’s
Marketing and Communication Director, Naser
M Al-Sanousi, said, “Today on United Nations
Day, we ring the bell for climate action in collab-
oration with the United Nations and the
Resident Coordinator of the State of Kuwait.
Boursa Kuwait is keen to adopt and promote
sustainable standards and practices, endorsing
the efforts of market participants to enhance
performance on environmental, social and cor-
porate governance (ESG) issues.”

Al-Sanousi added, “Since 2017, Boursa
Kuwait has been a member of the United
Nations’ Sustainable Stock Exchange initiative,
making a formal commitment to the sustainabili-
ty of listed companies and their operations. The
exchange has sponsored a variety of green ini-
tiatives to preserve our natural environment,
acting as a catalyst for positive, environmental
change by seeking strategic partnerships and
launching initiatives that limit environmental
impact, as part of our Corporate Sustainability
strategy, which is in line with the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.”

Dr Tarek El-Sheikh, the United Nations
Resident Coordinator and Designated Official,
also spoke on this occasion, saying, “Kuwait is
confronted with a series of climate challenges
that require us to take action and cooperate in
shedding light on climate change, encouraging
our communities to work together towards
changing behaviors that pose a threat to our
planet. We applaud Boursa Kuwait’s role as a
strategic partner in achieving the United

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals and
being a role model in Kuwait.”

El-Sheikh added, “We celebrate United Nations
Day this year by highlighting the efforts of youth
toward climate action in Kuwait. We are honored
to see many young people from Kuwait playing an
active role in climate action and encouraging their
communities to save our planet.”

In 2020, Boursa Kuwait collaborated with the
UN Environment Programme and the Kuwait
Dive Team - under the umbrella of the
Environmental Voluntary Foundation (EVF), for
the preservation of marine life in and around the
Kuwait Bay, one of the richest, most diverse
ecosystems in the Gulf and a key contributor to
the Kuwaiti economy. 

The company’s activities with the Kuwait
Dive Team resulted in the removal of around 63
tons of various waste from the Bay by the
Company-sponsored Boursa Boat. These trips
included a two-ton clearing of hazardous waste
from beaches and islands, in collaboration with
government institutions; eight trips  to  clear  4.8

tons  of  fishing  nets;  and  six  oper-
ations  to  remove wrecked ships and
boats, with the combined weight of
56 tons. 

The bourse also rang the bell for
World Earth Day, one of the most
important environmental initiatives
around the world, in collaboration
with the UN Environment
Programme’s Regional Office for West
Asia (UNEP) and the EVF. As part of
the ceremony, Boursa Kuwait rein-
forced its partnership with the EVF

and the Kuwait Dive Team in association with the
UNEP, sponsoring the 2021 National Campaign
to Remove Hazardous Waste from the Kuwait Bay
and its Beaches and supporting the Dive Team’s
efforts for the preservation of Kuwait’s marine
environment.

In an effort to maintain and upgrade the
facilities and utilities of the building, Boursa
Kuwait put into effect a plan that entails the
revamp of the building’s facilities and utilities,
including an upgrade to various utilities across
the premises, such as the elevators, the escala-
tors, and the heating ventilation and air condi-
tion systems (HVAC) and air diffusers. This
upgrade will reduce energy consumption by
more than 20 percent, in line with the compa-
ny’s CS strategy and supporting the twelfth goal
of the SDGs related to responsible consumption
and production.

Boursa Kuwait’s Corporate Sustainability
strategy stipulates ensuring initiatives apply and
fall in line with the company’s corporate social
responsibility (CSR), industry best practice
standards and investor expectations, creating
strong and sustainable partnerships that ulti-
mately achieve success and allow Boursa Kuwait
to leverage the capabilities and strengths of oth-
er companies or organizations that have experi-
ence in different fields, and integrating sustain-
ability efforts with the company culture, in order
to achieve longevity and an ongoing impact that
is carried on and instilled in the day-to-day
operations of the stock exchange. As part of the
strategy, Boursa Kuwait has launched many ini-
tiatives in partnership with local and internation-
al organizations, focusing on support for non-
governmental organizations and charity pro-
grams, financial literacy and capital market
awareness, the empowerment of women, envi-
ronmental protection as well as safety and pre-
ventive measures against COVID-19. 

Naser Al-Sanousi

KUWAIT: Al-Mostakshif multipurpose vessel.

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Indian Embassy, Kuwait,
in collaboration with Indian Doctors
Forum, Kuwait launched a week-long
breast cancer awareness campaign
with a free medical screening camp
and a moderated roundtable discus-
sion. The free medical screening
camp is being held on the embassy
premises from October 21 to 27 from
3pm to 5pm.

During a function held at the
embassy, Indian Ambassador Sibi
George, accompanied by his spouse
Joice Sibi and healthcare profes-
sionals, formally inaugurated the
breast cancer screening camp.
Several female visitors who attend-
ed the function avai led of the
screening facility. On the sidelines,
the embassy, in association with the
Indian Doctors Forum and the
Indian Women’s Network (IWN),
Kuwait, organized an event titled
‘India:  The Global Healthcare
Destination.’ The event marked the
celebration of the historic milestone
of India administering one billion
COVID-19 vaccine doses.

On the occasion, the ambassador

emphasized India’s prowess in the
healthcare domain, showcased India’s
journey to scale the one billion
COVID-19 vaccine landmark and
shared relevant excerpts from India’s
experiences in the global fight
against the pandemic.

A roundtable discussion focusing
on breast cancer awareness was also
held as part of the event. October is
breast cancer awareness month, an
annual campaign to raise awareness
about the impact of breast cancer. Dr

Madhu Gupta, consultant gynecolo-
gist, Farwaniya Hospital (chairperson
and moderator); Dr Susovana Sujit
Nair, medical oncologist, Kuwait
Cancer Control Centre (KCCC); Dr
Rifat Jehan, medical oncologist,
KCCC, Thasneem Amir, specialist
pathologist, KCCC; and Dr Tasneem
Jasvi, senior obstetrician and gyne-
cologist, Ministry of Health, were the
panelists  who led the roundtable dis-
cussion. All aspects related to breast
cancer were explained in simple lan-
guage by the experts with emphasis
on leading a healthy lifestyle, paying
attention to preventive healthcare
and of undergoing periodic medical
screening. 

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George with members of the Indian Doctors
Forum during the launch of the breast cancer awareness campaign.

Indian Embassy, Doctors Forum 
launch breast cancer campaign


