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KUWAIT: Zain took part in the official
inauguration of the greening and renova-
tion project of the Capital’s main
entrance (islet between Abdullah Al-
Salem and Al-Shamiya areas). The event
witnessed the attendance of Al-Asimah
Governor Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah and Zain Vice Chairman and
Group CEO Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi in
the presence of government dignitaries
and other VIPs. 

Zain, the national operator in Kuwait,
was selected to renovate and maintain
the main entrance of the Capital, a step
that reflects the role of private sector
companies in achieving social sustain-
ability projects in partnership with the
public sector. 

The project is the fruitful result of a
joint collaboration between the public
and private sectors and will contribute to
renovating the capital’s entrance as a
first step into beautifying all of the dis-
trict’s areas. Zain also explored the final
design of a monument that the company

will build in the location, and the compa-
ny has decided to go with a unique
design that reflects Kuwait’s authentic
heritage and culture. 

Zain will take the responsibility of
renovation and greening works for the
islet’s entire zone and has selected a
national company that features young
Kuwaiti engineers and designers to lead

the work on this project, as the company
strongly believes in the capabilities of
national talents and entrepreneurs. 

It is worth noting that the nation’s
various entities view the private sector
as a success partner in pushing sustain-
ability efforts forward. The private sector
has a pivotal role in shouldering local
developmental plans, as companies sup-
port elevating the nation’s infrastruc-
tures. The belief in the private sector’s
role and capabilities is a crucial factor in
achieving economic growth and sustain-
ability. 

Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO
Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi said: “At Zain,
we embody the spirit of responsibility
and partnership, as we take great care
into supporting local initiatives and com-
munities and exert more efforts into
transforming them to green areas that
reflect an elegant image of the nation.
We are keen to have Kuwaiti entrepre-

neurial youth participate in the design of
this project as their visionary approach-
es will be a differentiator in making this a
landmark in Kuwait.” 

Kharafi added: “We will support the
efforts exerted by government entities to
work on this project and other similar
ones, which carry with them a real image
of our legacy and culture as a society
and country.”

Kharafi explained: “We look forward
to this being the beginning of more simi-
lar initiatives to renovate more Kuwaiti
areas and increase the number of green
spaces. This, of course, requires joint
efforts between the private and public
sectors and a shared vision to put sus-
tainability at the heart of every busi-
ness.”

Capital Governor Sheikh Talal Al-
Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said,
“Working on a beautification project and
developing one of the main entrances to
the capital, in partnership between the
governorate and Zain Group executing

the project, is the first beautification
projects implemented by the private sec-
tor in the Capital Governorate.”

On the sidelines of his attendance to
announce the launch of the project, Al-
Khaled said, “We thank the Vice
Chairman and CEO of Zain Group,
brother Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, the
company’s officials, and all its cadres for

the efforts they made in crowning their
work by launching the national project in
development and beautification on this
day. It reaffirms the role of the private
sector in the desired sustainable devel-
opment and the role of Zain Group in
social responsibility and its embodiment
of the pioneering national role in beauti-
fying and developing the capital and
pushing our ambitions to achieve them
and translate them on the ground.

He added that this project, which the
governorate has achieved in cooperation
and coordination with Zain Group since
the project’s initiative last May, indicates
the implementation of cosmetic projects
with parallel companies that submitted
their initiatives on time for the gover-
norate’s vision of beautification and
development.

At the conclusion of his speech, the
Governor of the capital, Sheikh Talal Al-
Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, expressed
his thanks and appreciation to the
Director General of the Public Authority
for Agriculture and Fish Resources
Sheikh Muhammad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah,
the Director General of Kuwait
Municipality Ahmad AlManfouhi for their
efforts that helped ease procedures
related to the beautification and devel-
opment of the capital.

Kuwait believes in the important role
played by the private sector in support-
ing and shouldering the nation’s various

developmental goals. This partnership
makes this strategic vision a reality. 

Zain has a long list of initiatives and
programs as part of its sustainability
strategy, especially within environmental
areas. The company partnered with “A
Green Dream” initiative on the occasion
of Earth Day, which aimed at strengthen-
ing environmental awareness in Kuwait
by focusing on the importance of replac-
ing imported plantations with local ones,
as well as introducing the various kinds
of local plantations and their benefits to
the community. 

Zain executes an ambitious strategy in
sustainability areas by exerting more
efforts into reducing the environmental
footprint of its operations, including pre-
serving local resources, reducing energy
consumption, using less power, recycling
waste, implementing green solutions for
electricity and water management, moni-
toring the company’s impact on climate
change, and more. Zain also recently spon-
sored Project UCON, an environmental
initiative that sheds light on recycling. 

Zain’s support to this initiative comes
in line with its core objectives that aim at
shouldering the advancement of the
community as a whole on all levels,
where the company reaffirms the princi-
pal of partnership through similar efforts
with the aim of contributing to the fur-
ther progress of national goals and serve
the country’s developmental efforts.
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Bader Al-Kharafi and Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled in a chat during the visit.

Bader Al-Kharafi and Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled with Zain and the Governorate’s officials.

Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait eye joint
ventures; minister
RIYADH: Kuwait’s oil minister said on
Saturday that his country and larger
neighbor Saudi Arabia are planning a num-
ber of joint endeavors, including common
efforts to slash methane emissions, as he
commended Riyadh for its Green Initiative.
“We have similar ideas on a number of

projects covering areas such as the marine
environment, in addition to mutual con-
cerns over matters like climate change and
desertification,” Dr Mohammad Al-Fares
said on the sidelines of the Saudi Green
Initiative forum in Riyadh. On the king-
dom’s tree-planting drive that envisages
planting some 10 billion trees in the com-

ing decade as part of efforts to reduce car-
bon emissions, the minister said such initia-
tives were a “source of pride.” Major oil-
producing nations have a pivotal role to
play towards curbing climate-warming
gases, subsequently ensuring a “clean
environment,” added the minister. 

Climate change
The Saudi Green Initiative (SGI) will

work on combating and curbing climate
change, Director General of Kuwait’s
Public Authority for Environment and
Chairman of Board of Directors Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah

said on Saturday. Speaking to the press on
the sidelines of the SGI Forum, Sheikh
Abdullah said “we saw a big project
launched today to increase trees in the
region, and other projects seeking to
reduce carbon emissions and use environ-
ment friendly energy.”

“Our role in Kuwait is to integrate with
Saudi Arabia in this regard, and we will

work on increasing green areas and con-
tribute to decreasing carbon footprint in
the country,” he added. This will be done
by carrying out projects to get carbon and
inject it in the soil and by installing filters
on factories and electricity power plants,
he noted. Describing the initiative as “very
wonderful, proactive and big”, Sheikh
Abdullah said “we are confident that the
Kingdom, through its potentials, can play
its role and reduce emissions in the coun-
try. He pointed to the huge project
launched today that aims to plant about
ten billion trees and will certainly con-
tribute to reducing the carbon footprint in
the Saudi Arabia and the neighboring
region. He highlighted the difficult climate
in Kuwait and the Gulf states and that the
aim is to obtain the quantities of water
needed to plant trees and select suitable
plants for this region. “We saw other proj-
ects today like alternative energy transi-
tion,” he stated.

Supporting Saudi
Earlier on Saturday, Minister Fares said

that Kuwait would support Saudi Arabia
and the GCC as a partner in the efforts to
transition to more environment-friendly
energy resources. In his participation at a
discussion over sustainable economic
growth on the sideline of the Saudi Green
Initiative Forum, Minister Fares affirmed
that it was important to implement efforts
for energy transition. He said that it was
important for GCC countries to strike a
balance in seeking renewable energy
resources in addition to benefiting from
regular resources such as oil and natural
gas.

Kuwait, he indicated, had suffered
immensely in the last few years from the
impact of climate change with the weather
shifting from extreme heat to shivering
cold as well as a noticeable increase in
sandstorm activity and heavy rain. He
stressed that it was imperative for the
world to abide by the Paris Agreement on
climate change for a better future. He
added that Kuwait had focus on introduc-
ing the concept of renewable energy and
its production to the oil sector, mentioning
that in the era of late Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a goal was
set to introduce 15 percent of Kuwait’s
need of electrical energy through renew-
able energy resources.

Kuwait took part in the SGI Forum with
a delegation including Fares, Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Sabah, Oil Ministry
Undersecretary Sheikh Dr Nimr Fahad Al-
Sabah and CEO of Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation Hashem Hashem. — KUNA

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Oil Minister Dr Mohammad Al-Fares speaks during his participation in the
Saudi Green Initiative forum. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait University faculties welcomed yesterday around 36,000 enrolled students who
returned to campus after a year and half break due to COVID-19 precautionary measures. 
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