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Amir meets Crown Prince, 
Speaker, Premier, MP Wasmi

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received yester-
day His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
the Amir also received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and MP Dr 
Obaid Al-Wasmi. Furthermore, 
His Highness the Amir received 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Foreign 
Minister and Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr 

Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah and the Interior 
Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali 
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. His 
Highness the Amir received 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Justice Minister and Minister for 
Integrity Promotion Abdullah 
Yousef Al-Roumi. His Highness 
the Crown Prince also met with 
Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled and MP Wasmi. 
Furthermore, His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal received ministers Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali, Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad, 
Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-
Salem and Roumi. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets MP Dr Obaid Al-Wasmi. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets ministers of defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, interior 

Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and foreign affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen during his meeting with National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and MP Dr Obaid Al-Wasmi.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant-General Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah met 
yesterday Italian Undersecretary of Defense 
Giorgio Mule, on the occasion of his official visit to 
the country. Both sides discussed bilateral ties, 

cooperation, and issues of common interest, espe-
cially in the military field, the army said in a state-
ment. Deputy Chief of Staff of the Kuwaiti Armed 
Forces Major General Fahad Al-Nasser attended 
the meeting. — KUNA

Kuwait army chief meets Italian military official

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Armed Forces Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah meets Italian 
Undersecretary of Defense Giorgio Mule. — KUNA 
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The statement was not signed by leading opposi-

tion former MP Faisal Al-Mislem, who is also in 
Turkey. 

MP Wasmi, who came under fire by some of the 
nine opposition MPs who did not sign the appeal, 
said on Twitter that it was not acceptable that a 
“minority” spoils the pardon deal, a reference to the 
nine MPs. The differences cast doubts over the con-
tinuity of the opposition group, especially as a 
meeting of the group scheduled for yesterday night 
was called off by the organizer MP Fayez Al-
Jamhour after one of his relatives passed away. 

It was not immediately known if the group will 
meet at another venue to organize for the 
Assembly’s opening session, especially the election 
of panels. But MP Jowhar, who is a leading member 
of the group, said yesterday he is confident the 
group will continue and will not collapse.  

Jowhar insisted in an interview that no conces-
sions were made during the national dialogue, espe-

cially with regards to the constitution and grillings. 
He expected that the government will resign after 
the pardon is issued, adding that the pardon is the 
gateway for a host of reforms and for opening a 
new page in Kuwait’s history. 

Ghanem has sent invitations to lawmakers to 
attend the inaugural session of the second term of 
the Assembly tomorrow. HH the Amir will address 
the Assembly, in addition to the speaker and prime 
minister. This will be followed by the election of 
around a dozen permanent committees, which will 
study proposals and legislation before sending them 
to the house for voting. 

Meanwhile, the Assembly committee on stateless 
people or bedoons yesterday unanimously 
approved legislation granting thousands of bedoons 
basic civil rights, head of the committee MP 
Marzouq Al-Khalifa said. Under the bill, bedoons 
will be issued civil IDs granting them free education 
and medical care and allowing them to seek jobs 
like others in the country. 

Around 120,000 bedoons, who have been living 
in Kuwait for decades, claim they are citizens and 
deserve to get Kuwaiti citizenship. But authorities 
say a majority of them or their forefathers came to 
Kuwait from neighboring countries and destroyed 
their identification documents in order to get 
Kuwaiti nationality. 

Amiri pardon 
panel meets...

GAZA: Crashing through the Mediterranean waves 
at sunset, Palestinian fisherman Mohammed Al-
Nahal leads a convoy of rickety boats out for 
another risky night under the Zionist blockade of 
the Gaza Strip. Forced to stay close to shore due to 
Zionist restrictions on powerful engines, the men 
complain they must seek a catch from overfished 
shallow waters with declining stocks. “If we catch 
200 kilos of sardines, that would be great,” Nahal 
says. “But we can also come back emptyhanded.” 

High prices of fuel in the enclave means that 
fishing operating costs are crippling, making them 
stay closer inshore. “The further we go, the more 
we pay for fuel without guarantees about the 
catch,” Nahal says, leading a line of five boats, the 
air heavy with the stench of diesel and sardines. For 
Gaza, fenced in by the Zionist entity and Egypt, and 
where Hamas Islamists took power in 2007, the 
open sea seems to offer the promise of freedom - 
but it is deceptive. 

The Zionist entity’s navy fully controls the 
waters off Gaza’s 40-km long coastline, and regu-
larly restricts or expands the size of the fishing 
zone in response to security conditions. After 
months of relative calm following an 11-day conflict 

between the Zionist entity and Hamas in May, the 
permitted fishing zone was expanded last month to 
15 nautical miles, its maximum under the blockade, 
including deep water with richer fish stocks. 

But Nahal’s crew does not venture that far. Six 
miles is their outer limit, good for sardines, but too 
close to shore for the bigger value fish such as 
tuna. “We fishermen do not have appropriate 
engines to reach a distance of 15 miles,” Nahal 
says. “Currently, we are not allowed to enter Gaza 
with these modern engines.” Some Palestinian fish-
ermen are also fearful of heading out too far to sea. 
In the past, Zionist gunboats have opened fire and 
damaged nets to enforce access restrictions. 

Making a living requires resourcefulness, and 
Nahal has repurposed a Volvo car engine to power 
the boat and run the powerful lights - which the 
fishermen shine into the night waters to attract the 
sardines. Due to the blockade’s import restrictions, 
the Zionist entity also limits access to other key 
equipment such as sonar devices to find fish shoals. 
The Zionist entity restricts such items citing their 
“dual use”, saying they could either aid Hamas 
weapons production, or the powerful engines could 
be used by smugglers. 

But Yussef, 22, keeping watch on Nahal’s boat, 
complains that with all Gaza’s fishermen forced into 
the same small area, they struggle to catch enough 
to turn a profit. “There’s not enough fish,” he says. 
“I’ve lived off of fishing since I was 14. Every day, 
when the water is open, I go out. It’s the only thing I 
know how to do in life.” 

For Gaza, home to some two million Palestinians 

- roughly half of whom are unemployed - fish from 
the sea offer a critical source of protein. But as well 
as overfishing, the industry faces multiple chal-
lenges. They include poorly treated sewage pumped 
into the sea from the tightly packed city, “affecting 
the entire marine environment and public health”, 
according to a 2020 World Bank report. “Many of 
the fish that people depend on are already overex-
ploited,” the World Bank adds. 

This time, for Nahal, there is moderate success. 

After hours shining bright lights into the waters, the 
boats encircle the area and cast their nets. “Here are 
the fish, catch them, for it is my fish that I love,” the 
men sing as the catch is hauled up. Exhausted and 
back in port, the fishermen sell the catch in the busy 
port, where auctioneers shout prices to waiting 
wholesalers. For Nahal, the half-ton sells within 90 
seconds for 3,000 shekels ($935). It is more than he 
had hoped for, but is barely a profitable night once 
his costs and crew’s wages are deducted. — AFP 

Under blockade,  
Gaza fishermen  
struggle for catch

GAZA: Palestinian fishermen unload their catch from a boat upon their return to the coastline of Gaza City on 
Sept 22, 2021. — AFP  


