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 News in brief

Amiri pardon panel meets,  
will issue report in 2 weeks

Assembly to open tomorrow • Panel approves civil rights for bedoons

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and MP Obaid Al-Wasmi at 
Dar Al-Yamama yesterday. — KUNA photos

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Chairman of the Supreme Judicial 
Council and head of the Court of Cassation Ahmad Al-Ajeel meet at Bayan Palace 
yesterday upon the instructions of HH the Amir.

By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: A high-level panel appointed 
by HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah to set rules and conditions for an 
Amiri pardon held its first meeting yester-
day, saying it expects to submit its first 
report to HH the Amir in two weeks. All 
three members - HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem 
and Head of the Judicial Council Ahmad 
Al-Ajeel attended the meeting.  

Ghanem said in a brief statement after 
the meeting that the “committee seeks to 
send its first report to the Amir within two 
weeks of the start of the (Assembly’s) new 
term” tomorrow. He said the committee 
has prepared a work plan to complete its 

assignment in the shortest time possible. 
Ghanem said he is optimistic about the 
outcome of the committee’s work. 

The committee was formed after 40 
lawmakers signed an appeal to HH the 
Amir to pardon political prisoners, includ-
ing former MPs who have been living in 
exile for over three years to escape jail 
terms. The initiative came after days of 
national dialogue between the government 
and three leading opposition MPs, in addi-
tion to Ghanem. The prime minister took 
part in the dialogue. 

Nine opposition lawmakers refused to 
sign the appeal, saying it was not shown to 
them beforehand, while some of them said 
the reason for not signing it was because 
opposition MP Obaid Al-Wasmi, who read 
the appeal, said they sought authorization 

from Ghanem. All the nine lawmakers how-
ever have declared their support for the 
pardon. 

The incident created differences within 
opposition ranks, especially among the 
group of 31 opposition MPs, who traded 
accusations publicly. Members of the 
opposition exiled in Turkey meanwhile 
issued a statement thanking HH the Amir 
for his decision to pardon political activists. 
They also thanked the MPs who took part 
in the national dialogue - MPs Wasmi, 
Hasan Jowhar and Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf. 

The statement however said they hope 
the pardon will be issued before the first 
Assembly session, which takes place two 
weeks after the inaugural session, which is 
scheduled for tomorrow.  

Continued on Page 2 

KUWAIT: (Left) Students arrive to attend classes at Kuwait University for the first time in a year and a half after coronavirus restrictions were lifted yesterday. (Right) 
Passengers are seen at Kuwait International Airport after it resumed operations at full capacity yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Amid a decline in COVID-19 infec-
tions, Kuwait cautiously entered the fifth phase of 
a gradual return to normal life, with various sec-
tors returning to full capacity. Yesterday, the air-

port resumed operations at ful l  capacity. 
Worshippers in mosques are now praying without 
distancing, while the requirement to wear masks in 
open areas has been lifted. However, wearing of 
masks and maintain social distancing is still in 
force in closed places such as shopping malls, 
restaurants and cafes. 

Conferences and wedding parties were also 
allowed to be held from yesterday, provided only 
vaccinated people attend and participants wear 
masks. The Cabinet had also asked the interior 
ministry and the manpower authority to start issu-

ing all types of visas to people vaccinated with 
approved vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech, Oxford-
AstraZeneca, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson) 
from yesterday, but there were reports the relevant 
authorities are still waiting for further instructions.  

The Cabinet had directed the Civil Aviation 
Department to operate Kuwait airport at its full 
capacity of around 30,000 passengers per day 
from yesterday. Airfares are expected to drop 
sharply as a result. Kuwait’s land borders and 
sea terminals also began operations at  ful l 
capacity. — Agencies 

Kuwait begins  
returning to  
normal life 

Bahrain eyes carbon neutrality 
 
MANAMA: Bahrain announced yesterday it 
aims to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 
2060, a day after neighboring Saudi Arabia made 
the same pledge ahead of the COP26 climate 
summit. Bahrain will use technology including 
carbon capture, as well as tree planting, to com-
pensate for its emissions. In 1932, Bahrain became 
the first Gulf Arab state to produce petrol. Its 
reserves have since almost dried up, but in 2008 
it announced it had discovered 80 billion barrels 
of shale oil. The kingdom only exports refined 
petroleum, not crude oil. It produces around 
200,000 barrels per day, accounting for some 80 
percent of state revenues. — AFP 

Zionists to build 1,355 settler homes 
 
JERUSALEM: The Zionist entity yesterday 
announced plans to build more residences for 
Zionist settlers in the occupied West Bank, draw-
ing immediate condemnation from Palestinians, 
peace activists and neighboring Jordan. The 
announcement from the housing and construc-
tion ministry in rightwing Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett’s government said tenders had been 
published for 1,355 homes in the West Bank, 
which has been occupied by the Zionist entity 
since the 1967 Six-Day War. — AFP 


