
NEW YORK: NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver said Monday that around
96 percent of players in the league have
now been vaccinated against COVID-19
despite union opposition to a league-
wide mandate. Speaking to reporters on
the eve of the new NBA season, which
tipped off last night, Silver said the num-
ber of vaccinated players had increased
and was expected to go higher after the
season starts. “Roughly 96 percent of
our players are vaccinated, and that
number will likely tick up a bit when
the season starts,” Silver told
reporters.

Issues around vaccine hesitancy
have loomed over the build-up to the
2021-2022 season, most notably with
Brooklyn Nets star Kyrie Irving effec-
tively being sidelined over his refusal
to get vaccinated. A city regulation in
New York requires individuals in pub-
lic indoor spaces to be vaccinated,
meaning that Irving is unable to play
home games for the Nets. The Nets sub-
sequently said Irving would not play in
either home or away games as long as he
remains unvaccinated.

Silver said Monday he hoped Irving
would eventually change his mind over
the vaccine — but backed the New York
regulations that have left his career in
limbo. “I hope that Kyrie, despite how
strongly he feels about the vaccination,
ultimately decides to get vaccinated
because I’d love to see him play basket-
ball this season, and I’d love to see the

Brooklyn Nets have their full comple-
ment of players on the floor,” Silver said.

Asked if he felt Irving’s situation was
fair, Silver replied: “I’m not sure if fair is
the right way to approach it because
there’s nothing fair about this virus. It’s
indiscriminate in terms of who it impacts,
and I think it’s perfectly appropriate that
New York and other cities have passed
laws that require people who both work
and visit arenas to be vaccinated. That

seems to be a responsible public health
decision made by those locales, and
those are the circumstances in which the
Nets find themselves operating.”

‘Best for everyone’
Silver said he had favored a league-

wide vaccination mandate, something
that had been opposed by the NBA
Players Association but agreed to by the
NBA Referees Association. “I would
have preferred ultimately that the play-
ers association agreed on mandatory

vaccinations,” Silver said.
“Our officials union agreed to manda-

tory vaccinations despite some opposi-
tion from members. But I think ultimately
we could have avoided a lot of the
adversarial nature of these issues for our
players (with a mandate). It would have
been best for everyone if every player
had been vaccinated.”

Silver would not comment when
asked whether he had discussed Irving’s

vaccination status directly with the
player, noting only that in general the
league had conducted educational
outreach to all players since vaccines
became widely available.

“I would like to see all our players
vaccinated because it’s a public serv-
ice of sorts, particularly to young
people who might not see the value
of getting vaccinated,” Silver said.
“That outreach will continue. We
think that at the end of the day play-
ers being fully informed is helpful.

The science very much supports getting
vaccinated, not just for themselves but
for their families and their communities.”

However Silver warned that players
could not expect to be treated different-
ly from the general population over vac-
cine rules. “Having an opinion about
whether or not to get vaccinated, is dif-
ferent than your right to play NBA bas-
ketball,” Silver said. “And we’re seeing
that in the New York market right now,
where there’s a conflict between the
player’s point of view and the local law,

the local law is going to trump that play-
er’s point of view.”

Silver meanwhile said the league has
projected revenues for the new season to
be around $10 billion as fans return to
arenas. League revenues dropped to
$8.3 billion in the 2019-2020 season, and
were initially expected to decline by as
much as 40 percent in 2021-2022. Silver
said Monday revenue had declined by

around 35 percent.
“We lost significant amounts of mon-

ey,” Silver said. “The good news I think
is that we’re able to take a long-term
view of this business and continue to
grow in it, continue to invest in it. So
we’ll try to look at it as an ongoing
investment in the business over a long
period of time as opposed to a loss of an
individual season.” — AFP
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OKLAHOMA CITY: A generic view of the Wilson NBA basketball used during a presea-
son game between the Denver Nuggets and the Oklahoma City Thunder on October
13, 2021 at Paycom Center in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. —AFP

King Henry
treble as
Titans hold off
Bills in thriller
MIAMI: Derrick Henry rushed for
three touchdowns and the Tennessee
Titans staged a nail-biting late defen-
sive stand to score a 34-31 victory
over the Buffalo Bills on Monday.
Titans running back Henry produced a
trademark barnstorming performance
to help the Titans improve to 4-2 in
the AFC South after a thrilling shoot-
out that saw the lead change hands no
fewer than seven times.

Henry’s third touchdown late in the
fourth quarter had put Tennessee into a
34-31 lead. The Bills though looked to
be on course for a game-tying field goal
with only seconds remaining as they
advanced to the Titans three-yard line.
But instead of kicking for overtime, Bills
quarterback Josh Allen went for a risky
fourth and one conversion with just 22
seconds left, and the Titans defense
held firm to ice the game. “We’ve got
some dogs over there on defense and

they fight to the end, and they showed it
right there” Henry said after the Titans’
game-winning defensive stop.

“We knew it was going to be a
four-quarter battle and we just had to
stay with it,” added Henry, who fin-
ished with 143 yards from 20 carries.
Bills quarterback Allen was left reflect-
ing on his team’s failure to punch
through the Titans defense for the win-
ning score. “It happens,” Allen said.
“It’s a game of inches. It didn’t turn out
in our favor today.”

The Bills had started slowly with only
a pair of early Tyler Bass field goals to
show for their opening possessions. The
Titans hit with Henry’s first touchdown
of the night, a spectacular 76-yard
burst through the Bills defense. The Bills
got their first touchdown soon after-
ward when Allen hit Stefon Diggs for a
14-yard score to make it 13-7.

Tennessee narrowed the deficit to
three points with Randy Bullock’s 43-
yard field goal with 5:08 remaining for
13-10. The Titans were back on the
offensive soon afterward when safety
Kevin Byard intercepted Allen to reach
the Buffalo 11-yard line. Two plays lat-
er, quarterback Ryan Tannehill scram-
bled over from four yards out to give
the Titans a 17-13 lead after Bullock’s
extra point.

Buffalo regained the lead on the

stroke of half-time when Allen found an
unmarked Cole Beasley at the back of
the end zone. The Bills moved into a 23-
17 lead early in the second half with a
52-yard field goal from Bass. The Titans
regained the lead though with Henry’s
second touchdown, crashing over from
three yards for a 24-23 lead. But again
Buffalo hit back, with Tommy Sweeney

snaffling Allen’s pass at the back of the
end zone. A clever two-point conver-
sion put the Bills 31-24 ahead heading
into the fourth. Bullock’s 38-yard field
goal reduced the Titans deficit to four
points and then after the Bills were
forced to punt, Henry rumbled over
from 13 yards for his third touchdown to
complete the scoring. — AFPWomen’s competition

at Kuwait Open
bowling tourney 
ends today
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The women’s competition of the
Kuwait Open bowling tournament con-
cludes today at Kuwait Bowling Club in
Salmiya with large participation from all
GCC countr ies . Saudi  Arabia ’s  Pr ince
Mohammad bin Sultan Al-Saud lauded the
high standard of the Kuwait Open, with the
participation of the best players in the Gulf
region as well as the best organization of
such an event despite the large number of
participants and tough competition.

“We are pleased to participate in the
tournament, which comes ahead of impor-
tant international events following a lengthy
break. This event will benefit us due to the
strong competition at a high standard,” he
said. Prince Mohammad said that several
Gulf players are showing good potential
during the Kuwait Open and all are looking
for  a  successful  bowling future at  the
regional and world level. 

“This sport is enjoying good attention in
the Gulf  region, and this  wi l l  result  in
achievements if the athletes maintain their
technical and physical levels,” he remarked.
As for Saudi Arabia, Prince Mohammad said
the country witnessed a change on the
game’s board of directors lately, adding that
“we support all that helps to advance the
game, not only in Saudi Arabia, but in all the
Gulf Cooperation Council countries”.

Prince Mohammad concluded his state-
ment by lauding the distinguished role of
the President of International and Asian
Bowling Federat ions Sheikh Tala l  Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah and his keenness on
developing the game in the region and
removing all obstacles facing it.

NASHVILLE: Running back Derrick Henry #22 of the Tennessee Titans rushes
past defensive end Greg Rousseau #50 of the Buffalo Bills during the second
half at Nissan Stadium on Monday in Nashville, Tennessee. — AFP

Commissioner Silver hopes Irving would change his mind over vaccine

ABU DHABI: Spinners Maheesh Theekshana and
Wanindu Hasaranga set up a comprehensive seven-
wicket win for Sri Lanka against debutants Namibia
in round one of the Twenty20 World Cup on
Monday. Theekshana returned figures of 3-25 and
Hasaranga took two wickets to help dismiss
Namibia for 96 in the second Group A encounter of
the day in Abu Dhabi.

Namibia hurt Sri Lanka with three wickets in the
chase but Avishka Fernando (30) and Bhanuka
Rajapaksa (42) put on an unbeaten stand of 74 to
steer the team home in 13.3 overs. “We want to get
through this qualifying stage. All well went for us,”
skipper Dasun Shanaka said after the win.

Shanaka praised man of the match Theekshana
and said, “He has been outstanding. He has been
training with Ajantha Mendis back home and has a

lot more to offer in the future.” The 21-year-old
Theekshana’s off spin and his carrom ball troubled
the opposition batsmen as he sent back both the
openers and later bowled Jan Frylinck for two.

Sri Lanka were in trouble at 26-3 while batting
but the left-handed Rajapaksa, who survived a
dropped catch on 18, smashed four fours and two
sixes in his 27-ball blitz to ease the pressure.
Rajapaksa admitted their top-order inconsistency
will be looked into before the remaining games.

“We have a bit of a concern when it comes to
top order batsman. We have been struggling to get
runs and not lose wickets at the same time,”
Rajapaksa told reporters. “It has not been in favour
of us but going forward we are looking to correct
the mistakes that we have done in past games.”

Bowlers remained key to victory with quick Lahiru
Kumara also chipping in with two wickets to bowl out
Namibia in 19.3 overs after Sri Lanka chose to field
first. Craig Williams with his 29, skipper Gerhard
Erasmus, 20, and JJ Smit, unbeaten on 12, were the
only three batsmen to manage double figures.

Sri Lanka, champions in the 2014 edition, top the
group table ahead of Ireland, who thrashed
Netherlands by seven wickets in the first match that
witnessed Curtis Campher taking four wickets in
four balls. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Sri Lanka’s Maheesh Theekshana
(right) celebrates after taking the wicket of
Namibia’s Jan Frylinck during the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup cricket match between
Namibia and Sri Lanka at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium
in Abu Dhabi on Monday. — AFP
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Schwarber slam as
Boston rout Astros
NEW YORK: Kyle Schwarber blasted a record-
breaking third grand slam as the Boston Red Sox
routed the Houston Astros 12-3 to open up a 2-1 lead
in baseball’s American League Championship Series
on Monday. 

Schwarber’s 430-foot blast in the bottom of the
second inning at Fenway Park made the Red Sox the
first team in baseball history to hit three grand slams in
a single postseason series. It was a case of deja vu for
the Astros, who saw J.D. Martinez and Rafael Devers
bludgeon grand slams for Boston in game two in
Houston on Saturday in a 9-5 victory.

“Offensively this is the best we’ve been all sea-
son — they’re locked in right now,” Boston manager
Alex Cora said after the win. “Today was the closest
we’ve been to a perfect game to be honest with
you. We pitched well, played great defense, ran the
bases. Now we turn the page and get ready for
tomorrow.” After a scoreless first inning, the Red
Sox roared into the lead in a devastating second
inning burst after loading the bases. Christian
Vazquez’s single allowed Alex Verdugo to score and
then Christian Arroyo reached after a fielding blun-
der by Astros star Jose Altuve sent J.D. Martinez
over home plate for a 2-0 lead.

Altuve’s fumble was especially costly, potentially
squandering a double-play to keep the innings alive
and leave Boston with the bases loaded. That proved
too good an opportunity for Schwarber to pass up,
and the 28-year-old outfielder duly pounced on the

opportunity, electrifying Fenway with a mammoth shot
deep into right field to leave the Sox 6-0 up.

Yimi Garcia replaced Jose Urquidy on the mound
but was unable to stop the bleeding in the third inning,
Vazquez driving in another single to score Hunter
Renfroe for 7-0. Arroyo then let rip with a two-run
homer over Fenway’s famous “Green Monster”, high
into left center field to put Boston 9-0 ahead.

Kyle Tucker finally got Houston on the board in the
fourth inning with a three-run homer, jumping on
Boston pitcher Eduardo Rodriguez’s 79 mph slider to
score Michael Brantley and Yordan Alvarez. Rodriguez
finished with seven strikeouts through six innings.

The Red Sox onslaught resumed in the sixth as
Martinez smashed a two-run homer into left field to
stretch Boston’s lead to 11-3. Devers added insult to
injury with Boston’s fourth homer of the night in the
eighth inning to complete the scoring. — AFP


