
S Africa rejects 
Russia Sputnik 
over HIV fears
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s
health products regulator on
Monday said it would not approve
Russia’s Sputnik V COVID-19 vac-
cine due to concerns it  could
increase the risk of HIV infection
among men. The decision was based
on earlier studies testing the safety
of a modified form of adenovirus-a
type of virus that causes respiratory
infections-known as the Ad5 and
contained in the Russian jab.

“Use of the Sputnik V vaccine in
South Africa, a setting of a high HIV
prevalence and incidence, may
increase the risk of vaccinated males
acquiring HIV,” the South African
Health Product Regulatory Authority
(SAHPRA) said in a statement. It not-
ed that the company behind the appli-
cation for the use of Sputnik V in
South Africa had no proof the formula

would be safe “in settings of high HIV
prevalence”.

“The rolling review of the Sputnik
V vaccine will, however, remain open
for submission of relevant safety data
in support of the application,” it
added. Russia’s Gamaleya Centre,
which developed Sputnik V, said it
would produce information to show
that SAHPRA’s concerns were “com-
pletely unfounded”. “Speculation
regarding the association between
adenovirus type-5 vectored vaccines
and HIV transmission in high risk
groups has been based on small-scale
studies,” it said in a statement.

The institute pointed to several
clinical studies on over 7,000 partic-
ipants that showed “there was no
statistically significant increase of
HIV-1 infection among adenovirus
type-5 vectored vaccine recipients
when all study participants and fol-
low-up time were considered.” South
Africa, the country worst-hit by the
pandemic in Africa, also has the
world’s highest number of people liv-
ing with HIV. It has been struggling
with vaccine hesitancy.

Just over a quarter of 40 million

targeted for vaccination by early 2022
are fully jabbed to date. South Africa
is this week set to begin vaccinating
children as young as 12 and offering
booster shots to certain immuno-com-
promised citizens. It is currently offer-
ing the single-dose Johnson &
Johnson-which also contains an aden-

ovirus but of a different type-and the
rMNA Pfizer/BioNTech jab. The
Chinese-made Sinovac has also been
approved. The World Health
Organization has not yet given
Sputnik V the green light for emer-
gency use, although it is being admin-
istered in at least 45 countries. — AFP 

GENEVA: More than 100 million extremely poor
people in Africa are threatened by accelerating cli-
mate change that could also melt away the conti-
nent’s few glaciers within two decades, a UN report
warned yesterday. In a report ahead of the COP 26
climate summit in Glasgow, the UN highlighted
Africa’s “disproportionate vulnerability” last year
from food insecurity, poverty and population dis-
placement.

“By 2030, it is estimated that up to 118 million
extremely poor people will be exposed to drought,
floods and extreme heat in Africa, if adequate
response measures are not put in place,” said Josefa
Leonel Correia Sacko, commissioner for rural econ-
omy and agriculture at the African Union
Commission. The extremely poor are those who live
on less than US $1.90 per day, according to the
report coordinated by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO).

“In sub-Saharan Africa, climate change could
further lower gross domestic product by up to 3%

by 2050,” Sacko said. “Not only are physical condi-
tions getting worse, but also the number of people
being affected is increasing,” she said in the fore-
word. WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said
that last year Africa saw
temperatures continue to
increase, “accelerating sea-
level rise” as well as
extreme weather events
like floods, landslides and
droughts, all indicators of
climate change.

Disappearing glaciers 
“The rapid shrinking of

the last remaining glaciers
in eastern Africa, which are
expected to melt entirely in the near future, signals
the threat of imminent and irreversible change to
the Earth system,” Taalas said. Last year Africa’s
land mass and waters warmed more rapidly than the

world average, the report said. The 30-year warm-
ing trend from 1991-2020 was above that of the
1961-1990 period in all of Africa’s regions. The rate
in sea level rise along the tropical coasts and the

south Atlantic as well as
along the Indian Ocean
was higher than the world
average.

Though too small to
serve as significant water
reserves, Africa’s glaciers
have high tourism and
scientific value and yet
are retreating at a rate
higher than the global
average. “If this continues,
it will lead to total

deglaciation by the 2040s,” the report said. “Mount
Kenya is expected to be deglaciated a decade
sooner, which will make it one of the first entire
mountain ranges to lose glaciers due to human-

induced climate change.”
The other glaciers in Africa are on the Rwenzori

Mountains in Uganda and Mount Kilimanjaro in
Tanzania. To avoid even higher costs of disaster
relief, the WMO urged African countries to invest in
“hydrometeorological infrastructure and early
warning systems to prepare for escalating high-
impact hazardous events.” It backed broadening
access to early warning systems and to information
on food prices and weather, including with simple
text or voice messages informing farmers when to
plant, irrigate or fertilize.

“Rapid implementation of African adaptation
strategies will spur economic development and
generate more jobs in support of economic recov-
ery from the COVID-19 pandemic,” the report said.
The report involved the WMO, the African Union
Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) through the Africa Climate Policy Centre
(ACPC), international and regional scientific organi-
zations and United Nations agencies. — AFP 
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News in brief

Khalilzad, US envoy quits

WASHINGTON: Zalmay Khalilzad, the veter-
an US envoy whose months of patient hotel-
ballroom diplomacy helped end the US war in
Afghanistan but failed to prevent a Taleban
takeover, resigned on Monday. In a letter to
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Khalilzad
defended his record but acknowledged that he
came up short and said he wanted to step
aside during the “new phase of our Afghanistan
policy.” “The political arrangement between
the Afghan government and the Taleban did
not go forward as envisaged,” he wrote. “The
reasons for this are too complex and I will
share my thoughts in the coming day and
weeks.” Born in Afghanistan, the dapper 70-
year-old academic turned US diplomat took
senior positions as part of the inner circle of
former president George W. Bush, becoming
the US ambassador to Kabul and then
Baghdad and the United Nations. — AFP

‘Deadly’ strikes hit Tigray

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia’s military launched air
strikes on the capital of the war-battered Tigray
region on Monday, a dramatic escalation in the
year-long conflict. The government initially dis-
missed reports about the bombardments on
Mekele as an “absolute lie” but state media later
confirmed the air force had struck Tigray
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) targets. A sen-
ior official at Tigray’s largest hospital said three
people had been killed, including two children.
They were the first air raids on Mekele since the
early stages of the war in northern Ethiopia that
has killed untold numbers of people and trig-
gered a deep humanitarian crisis. The bombard-
ments-reported by residents, humanitarian offi-
cials and diplomats-came as Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed’s government appeared to be pressing a
new offensive against the TPLF, which dominat-
ed national politics for almost three decades
before he took power in 2018. — AFP 

Couple sail to wedding 

NEW DELHI: An Indian couple sailed across
submerged streets in a massive cooking pot to
reach their wedding venue on Monday, as
heavy rains flooded the southern state of
Kerala. The couple borrowed the pot from a
local temple and enlisted two men to push the
makeshift boat, images that have gone viral on
social media showed. “It has turned into a wed-
ding which we never imagined,” the bride told
local media channel Asianet soon after the wed-
ding. Flooding and landslides caused by heavy
rains have killed at least 27 people across the
state. While their wedding venue was also par-
tially flooded, the pair were determined to tie
the knot in a small ceremony. “Should have
booked a boat instead of a car...” a man can be
heard saying in the background of one video.
According to media reports, both husband and
wife are healthcare workers. —AFP 

10,000 kids killed, maimed 

GENEVA: Seven years of conflict in Yemen
has killed or injured at least 10,000 children,
UNICEF said yesterday after a mission to the
country. “The Yemen conflict has just hit
another shameful milestone: 10,000 children
have been killed or maimed since fighting
started in March 2015. That’s the equivalent of
four children every day,” spokesman James
Elder told a UN briefing in Geneva where he
urged an end to the fighting. The figure only
included child victims whose fates were known
to the organization and there were countless
others, he said. “UNICEF urgently needs more
than $235 million to continue its life-saving
work in Yemen till mid-2022,” Elder said.
“Otherwise the agency will be forced to scale
down or stop its vital assistance for vulnerable
children. Funding is critical. We can draw a
clear line between donor support and lives
saved. But even with increased support, the
war must come to an end.”— AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: Supporters of the Bafana, the South African national soccer team,
disinfects their hands as they arrive at the FNB Stadfium in Johannesburg. —AFP 

Removing CO2
from the air no
longer optional
PARIS: The burning question going
into the Glasgow climate summit is
whether major economies can, by 2050,
reduce emissions enough to deliver a
carbon neutral world in which humanity
no longer adds planet-warming gases
to the atmosphere. Less talked about-
but rising quickly on the climate agen-
da-are tools and techniques to pull CO2
straight out of the air.

Even scientists sceptical about its
feasibility agree that without carbon
dioxide removal (CDR) - aka “nega-
tive emission”-it will be extremely
difficult to meet the Paris Agreement
goal of capping global warming
below two degrees Celsius. “We need
drastic, radical emissions reductions,
and on top of that we need some
CDR,” said Glen Peters, research
director at the Centre for
International Climate Research.

What is CO2 removal? 
There are basically two ways to

extract CO2 from thin air. One is to
boost nature’s capacity to absorb and

stockpile carbon. Healing degraded
forests, restoring mangroves, industri-
al-scale tree planNice, Franceting,
boosting carbon uptake in rocks or
the ocean-all fall under the hotly
debated category of “nature-based
solutions”. The second way-called
direct air capture-uses chemical
processes to strip out CO2, then recy-
cles it for industrial use or locks it
away in porous rock formations,
unused coal beds or saline aquifers.

A variation known as bioenergy
with carbon capture and storage, or
BECCS, combines elements from both
approaches. Wood pellets or other
biomass is converted into biofuels or
burned to drive turbines that generate
electricity. The CO2 emitted is rough-
ly cancelled out by the CO2 absorbed
during plant growth. But when carbon
dioxide in the power plant’s exhaust is
syphoned off and stored under-
ground, the process becomes a net-
negative technology.

Do we really need it?
Yes, for a couple of reasons. Even

if the world begins drawing down car-
bon pollution by three, four or five
percent each year-and that is a very
big “if”-some sectors like cement and
steel production, long-haul aviation
and agriculture are expected to main-
tain emission levels for decades. “We

have modelling, but no one is sure
what we might need in 2050,” said
Oliver Geden, a senior fellow at the
German Institute for International and
Security Affairs and an expert on
CDR. “There will be residual emis-
sions and the numbers might be high.”

And there is another reason. The
August report from the UN’s
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC) makes it alarmingly
clear that the 1.5C threshold will be
breached in the coming decades no
matter how aggressively greenhouse
gases are drawn down. CO2 lingers in
the atmosphere for centuries, which
means that the only way to bring
Earth’s average surface temperature
back under the wire by 2100 is to
suck some of it out of the air. — AFP 

DHANBAD: Workers prepare to load coal onto a truck at the Jharia coalfield in
Dhanbad in India’s Jharkhand state. Asia-Pacific accounts for about three-quar-
ters of global coal consumption-even as the region struggles with the environ-
mental and public health impacts of global warming, from deadly levels of air
pollution in India to extreme heatwaves and wildfires in Australia. — AFP 

Turkey’s Erdogan 
promises ‘win-win’ 
pacts with Africa
JOHANNESBURG: Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan yesterday wound up a visit to
Angola, the first leg of a three-nation African tour,
where he accused the West of ignoring calls for
change on the continent. Since taking office nearly
two decades ago, first as prime minister, Erdogan
has been fostering ties with Africa, presenting
Turkey as a fairer player than the continent’s former
colonial powers and China. 

“We as Turkey attach great importance and val-
ue to our close cooperation with the continent of
Africa,” he told business leaders in Luanda on
Monday evening, according to a statement from his
AK party.  “We desire to advance our relations on
the basis of win-win and equal partnership while
observing mutual respect”. 

In an earlier address to the Angolan parliament
posted on the Turkish presidency website, he said
“the fate of the humanity cannot and should not be
left to the mercy of a handful of countries that were
the victors of the Second World War”. “Ignoring the
demands for change is an injustice to Africa,” he

added, noting that Turkey bore “no stain” of imperi-
alism or colonialism and rejected “Western-centric
Orientalist approaches” to the continent.

In talks with his Angolan counterpart Joao
Lourenco, he touted Turkey’s natural gas reserves and
distribution network, which he said “would be pleased
to share our experiences”. Erdogan’s next stop is

Togo, followed by Africa’s economic powerhouse
Nigeria. Before travelling to Angola, Erdogan boasted
38 visits to 28 countries since he became prime minis-
ter in 2003. Turkey has 43 embassies on the continent
and its national airline is now serving more than 60
African cities, including a direct link between Istanbul
and Luanda launched last week. — AFP 

LUANDA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and President of Angola, Joao Manuel Goncalves Lourenco
leading their delegation meeting at presidential palace in Luanda. —AFP 


