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News in brief

Defense Minister expresses condolences

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah sent yesterday a cable of condolences to his
US counterpart Lloyd J Austin for the demise of
former Secretary of State and Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Colin Powell. In his cable, the minis-
ter recalled Powell’s honorary stands and efforts in
supporting legitimacy of Kuwait during his partici-
pation in Operation Desert Storm in 1991.

Social care workers protest 

KUWAIT: A group of social affairs ministry employ-
ees working at social care homes staged a protest for
the third time yesterday against a new decision
whereby they are required to work on weekends in
order to receive overtime shift allowances. The pro-
testors argue that the new regulation effectively
deprives them of the allowance unless they work for
seven days a week without breaks.

Kuwait oil at $85 pb 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s crude oil price broke the $85
per barrel benchmark for the first time in three years,
signaling another sign of the global market’s recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic repercussions. The
price of Kuwaiti oil went up by 86 cents to $85.16 per
barrel on Monday compared to $84.30 pb last Friday,
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yes-
terday. As for the Brent crude and West Texas
Intermediate, the prices varied for both with the first
going down by 53 cents to $84.33 per barrel, while
the latter went up by 16 cents to $82.44 pb. 

KJA holds general assembly 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists Association released
a statement yesterday in which it extended an invi-
tation to members who paid their subscription fees
by the end of March 31, 2021 to attend the general
assembly, to be held on Monday, October 25, 2021
at 3:00 pm at KJA’s temporary premise. In case
quorum is not met, the meeting will be postponed
for half an hour, then it will be held with any num-
ber of attendees according to item 29 of KJA’s
Charter, it said in the statement. 

Fatal car crash

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force said a horrific acci-
dent resulted in the death of a person and injured
five others. The accident took place on Road 285
in the Khairan chalets area, when an SUV hit a
lamppost and caught fire. Kuwait had reported 86
deaths in traffic accidents between July 1, 2021
and September 30, 2021, the interior ministry’s
general traffic department revealed yesterday.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Health Minister Sheikh Dr
Basel Al-Sabah said on Monday COVID-19 infec-
tion and death rates are at an “unprecedented
decline,” with intensive care unit occupancy levels
at their “lowest” amid an increase in two-dose
vaccination rates amongst nationals and residents.
This came as the minister briefed a Cabinet ses-
sion on the “ongoing improvements” regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic situation nationwide, accord-
ing to a Cabinet statement. In turn, ministers
expressed “great satisfaction and reassurance” at
the revelation, labelling the public vaccination
campaign a “success”, thanks to its contribution to
raising societal immunity levels. They went on to
reiterate the need for both nationals and residents,
who have not yet been inoculated, to receive one
of the four approved vaccines to preserve public
safety and ensure the defeat and full control over
this pandemic.

Separately, ministers welcomed the return home
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah after a private trip abroad, con-
gratulating him on the advent of the Prophet
Mohammad’s (PBUH) birthday and praying that the
event would bring growth and prosperity to the
Muslim world. On the international scale, Foreign
Minister and State Minister for Cabinet Affairs
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Naser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
highlighted the details of his recent attendance of
Non-Aligned Movement talks in Belgrade. His
speech at the meeting underlined Kuwait’s commit-
ment to the 10 Bandung principles, namely respect
of fundamental human rights under the United
Nations Charter, respect of sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, recognition of equality amongst all
races, creeds and sects, non-intervention in the
affairs of other countries, respect of a nation’s right
to defend itself in conformity with the UN Charter.
Also, the non-use of collective defense pacts to
benefit the interests of great powers, refraining from
acts of aggression on another country, the settle-
ment of global disputes through peaceful means, the
promotion of cooperation and mutual interest and
respect for international justice.

The minister went on to outline the results of
recent meetings with visiting officials, namely
Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Donika Gervalla-Schwarz and Venezuela’s
Foreign Minister Felix Plasencia, both of which dis-
cussed bilateral trade ties alongside issues of mutual
significance. Another visit by UN Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Philippe
Lazzarini, saw the official expressing gratitude and
appreciation for Kuwait’s support of the UN
agency’s endeavors, most recently a healthcare pro-

gram dedicated to Palestinian refugees in Lebanon,
alongside the UNRWA budget, the statement said. 

Kuwait Fire Force
The Cabinet members debated the proposal of

the committee to shift the supervisory authority
over the Kuwait Fire Force from the Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs to the Minister of Interior
in light of the completion of the KFF military organ-
ization as a regular force. They approved the blue-
print of the proposal to shift the supervisory
authority over the KFF to the Minister of Interior
and asked the Fatwa and Legislation Department to
work out a final draft decree in this regard. The
Cabinet reviewed a recommendation from the com-
mittee to add a second paragraph to Article 4 of Act
419 for 2010 on authorization of setting up the
Canadian John Queen University in Kuwait.

It also reviewed a draft decree to endorse a
memorandum of understanding on cooperation in
Islamic affairs and ‘waqf’ (religious endowments)
between Kuwait and Qatar. It debated draft decree

to endorse a MoU on cooperation in direct invest-
ment promotion between Kuwait and Qatar. It
debated draft decree to endorse a MoU on cooper-
ation in social affairs between Kuwait and Turkey. It
debated draft decree to endorse a MoU on cooper-
ation in domestic workers’ affairs between Kuwait
and India. It debated draft decree to endorse a draft
pact on aviation services between Kuwait and the
Duchy of Luxembourg. The Cabinet approved the
draft decrees and referred them to His Highness the
Amir for final endorsement. The Cabinet debated
the recommendation of the committee on education,
health and youth affairs on the upgrading of school
management of the various stages of public educa-
tion. It tasked the minister of education to press
ahead with the legal, technical and procedural
measures necessary for materializing the content of
the report of the committee, and report back to the
Cabinet on a quarterly basis on progress of the
implementation of the vision for ensuring quality
education.

As for the National Assembly affairs, the Cabinet
reviewed the letter of the Assembly Speaker
regarding a grilling request from MP Hisham
Abdulsamad Al-Saleh to minister of health, dated on
October 12, 2021. The grilling request is to be on the
agenda of the first parliament session pursuant to
Article 135 of the executive statutes of the
Assembly. The Cabinet, while renewing confidence
in the minister of health, reaffirmed that interpella-
tion is one of the constitutional rights of MPs. The
Cabinet appreciated the efforts and dedication of
the Ministry of Health in the battle against the coro-
navirus pandemic, taking pride in the outstanding
achievements in this regard.

The Minister of Oil and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Mohammad Abdullatif Al-Fares
briefed the Cabinet on the circumstances surround-
ing the fire incident at Mina Al-Ahmadi Refinery
Monday morning. The fire, which broke out from a
sulfur melting unit at the facility belonging to
Kuwait National Petroleum Company, resulted in
minor injuries and suffocations among several work-
ers, Dr Fares told the Cabinet. Some of the injured
workers received proper first aid on the spot and
others were rushed to Al-Adan Hospital in a stable
health condition, he said, adding that the fire was
subdued timely and the oil facility continued oper-
ating normally. The Cabinet spoke highly of the
efforts of the oil workers and firefighters which
helped contain the fire and minimize its impacts in a
record time.

Political issues
The Cabinet reviewed a host of political issues

related to the regional and international affairs. It

condemned in the strongest terms the persistent
attempts of the Houthi militias to undermine the
security of sisterly Saudi Arabia and threaten the
shipping routes in the southern Red Sea.

The persistence of such hostilities and escala-
tion of attacks on civilian targets in Jazan city,
south Saudi Arabia, constitutes a blatant violation
of the rules of the international and humanitarian
laws, which requires a prompt and decisive
response from the international community, the
Cabinet stressed. The Cabinet renewed full sup-
port to the sisterly Saudi Arabia in whatever
measures it might take to protect its security, sta-
bility and sovereignty.

On the deadly clashes in Lebanon last
Thursday, the Cabinet urged the Lebanese gov-
ernment to exercise self-restraint, end the sedi-
tion, and abide by the constitution and law in
order to bring the country out of the current cri-
sis. The Cabinet expressed Kuwait’s solidarity
with sisterly Lebanon and support to its efforts to
restore security, stability and sovereignty, and
realize the aspiration of its people.

The Cabinet expressed sincere congratulations
to new Tunisian Prime Minister Najla Bouden on the
formation of her government and wished her suc-
cess in realizing the aspirations of the brotherly
people of Tunisia. The Cabinet congratulated Iraqi
President Barham Saleh on the successful parlia-
mentary elections, expressing best wishes for sis-
terly Iraq. The Cabinet denounced the deadly bomb
attack on a mosque in Kandahar, Afghanistan, on
last Friday, renewing Kuwait’s principle stand
against all forms and manifestations of violence and
terrorism. — KUNA

ICU occupancy
at ‘lowest 

level’

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs Cabinet’s
meeting. — KUNA

Kuwait Fire Force shifted to be under Ministry of Interior

Kuwait’s COVID cases, deaths in 
unprecedented decline: Minister

Recommendation
to issue visit visas
for certain groups
KUWAIT: A security source said the Directorate
General of Residency Affairs made several recom-
mendations to allow the issuance of family, business
and tourist visas for some groups, Al-Anbaa Arabic
daily reported yesterday, quoting sources. The rec-
ommendations will first be submitted to Assistant
Undersecretary for Residency Affairs Maj Gen
Anwar Al-Barjas for review, then it will be decided
by Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali and
Undersecretary Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf after
consideration by the Cabinet, the sources added.

The recommendations with regards to entry
visas include the following:

Government medical sector:
• Allowing all medical cadres working at the

health ministry, defense, national guard and KNPC,
who meet the conditions required for family visas,
to bring their wives and children on family visas.

• Allowing female doctors and nurses to bring in
their husbands and children below 16 years of age
on family visas as per family visa conditions. In case
the father is also a resident, the children will be
granted visit visas, then transferred to the father’s
sponsorship if he meets the conditions.

• Allowing female medical cadres (other than

doctors and nurses) to bring in their husbands and
children on tourist visas only.

• Allowing medical cadres to transfer from visit
to family visa according to rules and conditions.
Transactions will be received as per the residence
address.

Private medical sector
• Allowing female doctors and nurses working in

private hospitals only (not clinics and private med-
ical centers) to bring in their children under 16
years of age on family visas according to condi-
tions. In case the father is also a resident, they will
be given tourist visit visas, then transferred to the
father’s sponsorship.

• Allowing medical cadres in private hospitals
only to get family visas for their families (wives and
children).

• As for sectors working in providing food secu-
rity - farms, fisheries, livestock, poultry, dairy pro-
ducers, bakeries, food marketing, restaurants and
catering - they are allowed to obtain business and
work permits as per their address, provided they
meet the percentage set by the department director
based on company activities, labor numbers and
need estimation.

Private education sector:
• Allowing heads of families working in private

schools who meet conditions to bring in their wives
and children on family visas.

• In case the applicant has a private sector work
visa at private schools but hasn’t received a resi-
dency permit yet and wishes to bring his wife or

children, business visas will be issued to them in the
name of the education entity which issued his work
permit, with an undertaking to submit the wife’s
criminal record clearance certificate to transfer the
visit visa to family residency permit.

• Allowing female teachers working in private
schools to bring their husbands on tourist visit
visas, with an undertaking not to transfer.

• Allowing managers, assistant managers,
teachers and social advisors at private school to
bring their children aged below 16 on family visas
as per the conditions. In case the father is a resi-
dent, they will be issued tourist visit visas, then
transferred under the father’s sponsorship if he
meets the conditions.

• Allowing entry visas to Kuwait (business visa
transferable to work residency) for new workers in
private schools in administrative and educational
faculties who have recent contracts for the
2021/2022 academic year under the following cate-
gories:

• Arabic model schools
• Private Arabic schools
• British
• American
• Canadian
• French
• Pakistani
• Indian
• Filipino
•  Iranian
• Bilingual
Approval of visas is up to the discretion of the

directorate’s director only.

ACK signs deal
with Kuwait
Business Council
KUWAIT: The Australian College of Kuwait
(ACK) represented by the President, Prof Isam
Zabalawi, and the Kuwait Business Council in
Dubai and Northern Emirates (KBC) represented
by the Acting Chairman, Engineer Feras Al-Salem,
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
broaden and further cooperation between both
parties. The signing ceremony took place at ACK’s
campus last week.

On this occasion, ACK has officially joined KBC
as an active corporate member in hopes of
strengthening cohesion and collaboration between
the two institutions. This agreement will benefit
ACK at expanding its scope of services for the ben-
efit of its current students and alumni.

With this significant decision, both parties will
receive the opportunity to participate in mutually
coordinated educational and service activities
where the utmost support, coordination and expert-
ise will be exchanged between the two. The agree-
ment with KBC will bolster ACK’s Innovation and

Entrepreneurship Center to provide greater oppor-
tunities for the coming generations in the fields of
innovation and entrepreneurship

KBC was established in May 2016 under the
umbrella of the Dubai Chamber as an independent
non-profit organization.  Operating in Dubai and
the North Emirates, the Council aims to enhance the
expertise, opportunities and relationships between
Kuwaiti businesspersons and companies. Kuwait
Business Council is the first of its kind for business
communities outside the State of Kuwait.

On the other hand, ACK is one of the first private

universities in Kuwait, established in 2004 with the
goal of offering world-class higher education on
home ground. ACK has signed numerous MOUs
with various higher education institutions, research
bodies, and international organizations in a variety
of fields in order to forward the development
process undertaken by Kuwait. The college consid-
ers these types of collaborations essential in grow-
ing its local and international network to better
serve its students and graduates. Furthermore, ACK
and KBC have begun preparing a schedule of joint
activities for the 2021-2022 academic year.


