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Kuwait Amir receives Sheikh Nasser 
Al-Mohammad, Audit Bureau Chief

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday in 
Dar Al-Yamama His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the 

Amir also received Chairman of the State Audit 
Bureau Fahad Al-Shaya, who presented to him the 
report of the Audit Bureau regarding budgets and 
final accounts’ reviews under the bureau’s supervi-

sion for the fiscal year 2020/2021. Meanwhile, His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad in Dar Al-

Yamama yesterday. Furthermore, His Highness the 
Crown Prince received the Chairman of the State 
Audit Bureau, who also presented to him a copy of 
the same report. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
receives a copy of the State Audit Bureau’s report from the bureau’s 
Chairman Fahad Al-Shaya. 

DUBAI: Kuwait’s Sadu Craft Society official Sahar Al-Maqsidi is seen at the Kuwaiti pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai. — KUNA photos

DUBAI: Kuwait’s Sadu Craft Society displayed yes-
terday a group of heritage artworks for the visitors 
of the country’s pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai, pro-
viding them with an opportunity to learn and enjoy 
Kuwait’s artistic heritage and cultural identity. In a 
statement to the press, official at Kuwait’s Sadu 
Craft Society Sahar Al-Maqsidi said that their mis-
sion was to protect the Sadu industry and teach the 
secrets  of  the artwork to future generat ions. 
Kuwaiti artists displayed their work for visitors, 
conveying a message highlighting the importance of 
preserving the country’s heritage and showing the 
depth of Kuwaiti cultural history to the world, she 
added. The Kuwaiti collection evoked the values of 
the beautiful past and present, establishing Kuwait’s 
mark on the cultural map globally. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Humanitarian 
and Friendship Society continues 
to help people through its proj-
ects, which include covering 
medical bills, helping with treat-
ment, helping families in need in 
various ways and providing tick-
ets for deportees. Also, one of 
the society’s projects is to rec-
ognize and honor residents for 
their long and devoted service to 
Kuwait. Lourdes Laconsay is one 
such resident. Chairman Ahmad 
Al-Sarraf honored and presented 
Laconsay with a token of appre-

ciation for her 33 years of honest 
and hardworking service as a 
housekeeper.

Society honors 
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Following the reading of the appeal, Wasmi and 

Ghanem were seen walking hand-in-hand with a 
number of other lawmakers with big smiles on their 
faces, something unthinkable just a couple of 
months ago when the opposition demanded the res-
ignation of Ghanem as a precondition to cooperate 
with the government. Later, Wasmi and a number of 
opposition MPs sat with Ghanem in the latter’s 
office. HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf later yesterday 
received at Dar Al-Yamama Speaker Ghanem and  
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Pardoning opposition activists jailed for express-
ing their political opinion critical of the government 
has been one of the main demands of the opposition, 
which controls a majority of the 50-member 
Assembly. The government, speaker and three lead-
ing opposition MPs launched the national dialogue 
called by HH the Amir to resolve political disputes 

that have obstructed the performance of the 
Assembly and the government since December’s 
polls. The Assembly has hardly held any complete 
session as opposition MPs boycotted sessions, espe-
cially after the Assembly decided to delay the grilling 
of the prime minister until the end of next year. 

The pardon is expected to facilitate the return of 
six former opposition MPs and several activists, 
including ex-MPs Musallam Al-Barrak, Faisal Al-
Mislem and Jamaan Al-Harbash, who left Kuwait for 
Turkey in the summer of 2018 to escape serving jail 
terms passed over the storming of the National 
Assembly building following an anti-corruption 
protest in 2011. 

The pardon is also expected to include dozens of 
activists who are in jail or facing jail terms for criti-
cizing HH the Amir, which is prohibited under 
Kuwaiti law. Lawmakers and activists hailed the 
reported pardon and thanked HH the Amir, calling 
him the “Amir of Pardon”. Islamist MP Abdulaziz Al-
Saqabi said the pardon gives hope for a new era in 
Kuwait, while MP Sayer said it will be key to all oth-
er reforms. Opposition MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari 
said “it is a gracious pardon from an honorable 
Amir”. MP Hamad Al-Matar said it will strengthen 
national unity and lead to a new phase for Kuwait 
based on tolerance and brotherhood.

MPs hail Amiri 
pardon of...
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The country’s powerful Shiite movement Hezbollah 

has spearheaded a campaign to remove Bitar, accusing 
him of political bias. The debate over his future, which 
comes after the previous investigator was removed in 
February, has already triggered the postponement of one 
cabinet meeting despite the urgency of addressing 
Lebanon’s acute economic crisis. 

Nadim Houry, executive director at the Arab Reform 
Initiative, said that the whole ruling class felt under 
threat in what he described as “an essential battle in 
Lebanon for rule of law”. “A section of society has 
decided that they want to go all the way and ask for 
truth,” but they face “a political class that is willing to 
use threats, use violence, use even launching into 
another civil war to prevent that quest for truth from 
leading to a result,” he said. 

It emerged after the port blast that officials had 
known that hundreds of tons of ammonium nitrate had 
for years been left to linger in a warehouse near residen-
tial neighborhoods. Families of the victims see in Bitar 

the only hope for justice in a country where impunity has 
long been the norm. After the 1975 to 1990 civil war, 
Lebanon issued a broad amnesty that benefited the 
country’s warlords, allowing many of them to become 
political leaders. 

“Regardless of what Bitar finds, it’s the idea itself that 
any of them can somehow be held accountable that they 
are resisting,” Houry said. Any success in the blast probe 
would set a precedent and unravel a “impunity regime” 
under which each party agrees not to pursue the other 
for its crimes, as long as it is not targeted itself. Tensions 
came to a boil last week after a rally against Bitar organ-
ized by Hezbollah and its Shiite ally Amal descended into 
violence that killed seven of their supporters. 

The sound of gunfire and rocket-propelled 
grenades trapped residents indoors for hours, reviving 
memories of the civil war. Hezbollah accused snipers 
of the Lebanese Forces, a Christian party, of causing 
the bloodshed, but the latter has denied this. The army, 
meanwhile, is investigating a video circulated on 
social media that appears to show a soldier shooting 
at protesters. 

“Hezbollah is increasingly acting as the praetorian 
guard of the regime that has come into place since the 
1990s,” Houry said. The Iran-backed movement, the 
only one not to have disarmed after the civil war, is at 
least partly blacklisted by most Western governments 
but holds seats in parliament. — AFP 
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legislative elections in January, is Libya finally 

turning the page on a decade of chaos?  
“Relative to the past 10 years, Libya is in a much-

improved situation,” said Hamish Kinnear, an analyst 
with the research institute Verisk Maplecroft. “The 
ceasefire agreed to in October 2020 continues to 
hold and the Government of National Unity is hang-
ing on as Libya’s sole government. But Libya’s polit-
ical stability is increasingly precarious,” Kinnear 
told AFP. “The next six months will tell us whether 
the quiet period that followed the October 2020 
ceasefire was merely an opportunity for armed fac-
tions to lick their wounds or actual progress 

towards a political solution.” 
Libyan academic Mahoud Khalfallah also voiced 

doubts that elections alone would lead to “a defini-
tive solution” to the crisis. That would require “an 
end to negative foreign involvement in Libya’s inter-
nal affairs, maturity of Libyan voters in choosing 
who represents them, disregarding tribalism and 
regionalism, and all sides accepting the outcome of 
elections,” he said. 

None of those is a given. The road to the ballot 
box has been paved with bitter debates over elec-
toral laws, notably a bill on presidential polls that 
appeared tailor-made for a bid by military strong-
man Khalifa Haftar and was passed in a move 
many of his opponents say bypassed due process. 
Haftar is despised by many in western Libya, par-
ticularly after the year-long offensive by his self-
styled Libyan National Army to seize Tripoli, 
which killed thousands of people before he was 
pushed back by Turkish-backed armed groups in 
June 2020. — AFP 
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“This time around, I was determined to get out 

there and use my international license on the field, 
because I deserve it,” she said, clad in azure-col-
ored sportswear that matched her eyes. So far this 
year, Ismail, who works day shifts in a hospital 
after completing her bachelor’s degree in pharma-
cology, has refereed five men’s matches, each time 
attracting curious glances. Crowd sizes are still 
limited due to pandemic-linked restrictions. But 
Ismail said she is bracing for the post-coronavirus 
world, when more people will attend games and 
more eyes will be on her. 

Reactions have so far been positive. Gaza City 

player Ramzi Saba, wiping sweat off his face with a 
towel at the end of the match, said he was excited 
to see a female referee. “I know it’s a normal thing 
outside Gaza, but I’ve never seen it before,” he 
said. In the stands, Ibrahim Mahmoud, 43, followed 
the match, like the rest of the spectators, occasion-
ally glancing at the table where Ismail was count-
ing points and fouls. “I was surprised that there 
was a girl on the court,” he said. “It’s something 
new, but I hope that this culture will develop, and 
that young boys will learn to accept more women 
referees.” 

There are 15 FIBA-certified referees in Gaza, 
Ismail and 14 men, and they officiate the matches 
of the four women’s teams and 12 men’s teams, 
said Ramzi Al-Borai, an official at the Palestinian 
basketball federation. Ismail said she hopes to 
encourage broader  women’s  part ic ipat ion in 
sports in Gaza. “I hope that the mere idea of see-
ing girls do sport becomes a normal thing here, so 
that girls are no longer afraid of the eyes of the 
rest of society.” — AFP 
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