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 News in brief

MPs hail Amiri pardon  
of opposition figures

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Although no official announcement was 
made yesterday, several lawmakers said an Amiri order 
has been “officially approved” to pardon dozens of 
opposition figures, including former MPs who have 
been sentenced to final jail terms. “It has been officially 
agreed to issue a special pardon and details will be 
announced within hours,” opposition MP Muhannad 
Al-Sayer tweeted. He provided no further details. 

MP Mohammad Al-Huwaila said “an approval for 
pardon has been granted”. “Thanks to the Amir for 
the pardon,” wrote former MP Salem Al-Namlan, 
who is among the group of opposition ex-MPs living 
in exile in Turkey for over three years to avoid jail 
sentences. Several other lawmakers from the oppo-
sition and government camps confirmed the news 
and thanked HH the Amir, but provided no details on 
the numbers and identities of those to be pardoned. 

The official announcement of the pardon was 
expected to be made late yesterday, but reports 
said that it could be announced today. National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, who 
played a key role in reconciliation talks, declined to 
say if an Amiri pardon has been signed, only saying 

that the issue remains in the hands of HH the Amir 
and that it was not proper for him to make any 
announcement. But he said that he hoped that the 
Kuwaiti people will always be happy and that “we 
have great confidence in the Amir”, adding that 
good news is in the pipeline. 

The reports came after a majority of lawmakers 
signed an appeal to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, urging him “to agree to 
start the first step of comprehensive national recon-
ciliation by approving to pardon Kuwaitis convicted 
for expressing a political opinion or stance”. The 
appeal, read by prominent opposition MP Obaid Al-
Wasmi in the presence of Ghanem and several MPs, 
said a pardon will lead to permanent political stabil-
ity, new political rules and constructive cooperation 
between all sides in parliament and outside “to open 
a new page for a new Kuwait”. 

As many as 38 MPs signed the appeal, which 
also secured the backing of the speaker. All 16 pro-
government MPs, in addition to 22 opposition law-
makers, signed the appeal. But nine opposition MPs 
did not sign it, although many of them declared their 
support for the move. 
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Lawmakers say amnesty order heralds new era for Kuwait

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Obaid Al-Wasmi and National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem walk hand-in-
hand yesterday amid reports of an Amiri pardon of opposition figures. 

41 dead as rains batter India 
 
DEHRADUN, India: At least 41 people died 
and more than a dozen were missing after land-
slides and flash floods triggered by several days 
of heavy rain hit northern India, officials said 
yesterday. Officials in the Himalayan state of 
Uttarakhand said 35 people were killed in fresh 
landslides yesterday after six died in similar 
incidents a day earlier. At least 30 of them were 
killed in seven separate incidents in the worst-
affected Nainital region early yesterday, after 
cloudbursts - an ultra-intense deluge of rain - 
triggered a series of landslides and destroyed 
several structures. — AFP 

Breathing spreads TB bacteria 
 
PARIS: Breathing is enough to spread the bac-
teria that causes tuberculosis, research present-
ed at a major conference yesterday shows, 
potentially forcing the medical community to 
rethink decades of containment strategy focus-
ing on coughing alone. Using state-of-the-art 
equipment, at team at the University of Cape 
Town in South Africa measured the disease-
causing Mycobacterium tuberculosis (Mtb) in 
39 people with TB. While coughing produced 
three times more Mtb than breathing, the 
research notes that because people breathe all 
day long, simply exhaling may contribute more 
than 90 percent of airborne Mtb. — AFP 

Trump attacks Powell  
 
WASHINGTON: As much of the world remem-
bered Colin Powell with respect and affection, 
Donald Trump yesterday attacked the late US 
statesman, calling him a disloyal Republican 
who made the case for war in Iraq. “Wonderful 
to see Colin Powell, who made big mistakes on 
Iraq and famously, so-called weapons of mass 
destruction, be treated in death so beautifully 
by the Fake News Media. Hope that happens to 
me someday,” Trump said sarcastically in a 
statement. Trump branded Powell a “classic 
RINO” - Republican In Name Only - and added 
“he made plenty of mistakes, but anyway, may 
he rest in peace!” — AFP  

BEIRUT: Protesters gather in front of the ‘Revolution fist’ symbol of Lebanon’s Oct 2019 
uprising, during a rally in Martyrs Square on Oct 17, 2021. The placard reads in Arabic: 
“All of them means all of them”, referring to the country’s political leaders. — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian referee Amira Ismail trains young basketball players at Champions 
Academy in Gaza City on Oct 4, 2021. — AFP 

BEIRUT: They may often squabble 
but Lebanon’s political parties seem 
united in rejecting an investigation 
into Beirut’s massive port explosion 
that they fear could threaten their 
survival, analysts say. The explosion 
of a huge stockpile of poorly stored 
fertilizer on the dockside on Aug 4, 
2020 killed more than 210 people, 
wounded thousands and ravaged 
half the capital. 

In the aftermath of mass protests in 
late 2019 demanding the ouster of the 
traditional ruling class, many said the 

disaster was just the latest example of 
official incompetence and corruption. 
But months into a domestic investiga-
tion, no one has been held account-
able. Politicians have repeatedly 
obstructed the work of judge Tarek 
Bitar by refusing to show up for ques-
tioning, filing legal complaints against 
him or calling for his dismissal, which 
last week sparked deadly violence in 
the heart of Beirut. 

Analyst Lina Khatib said hopes 
were fading of holding those respon-
sible for the port blast accountable. 
“The ruling class in Lebanon is in 
agreement about wanting the port 
probe to be abandoned and they will 
use all available means to derail it,” 
said Khatib, director of the Middle 
East and North Africa program at the 
Chatham House think tank. 
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Lebanon elite  
united against  
blast probe 

TRIPOLI: Ten years since dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi was slain by Libyan rebels, the North 
African country is still struggling to emerge from 

the violence sparked by his overthrow. A year-long 
ceasefire and a UN-led peace process have barely 
papered over deep divisions, and upcoming elec-
tions are unlikely to resolve the crisis, analysts say. 

Gaddafi ruled Libya with an iron fist for 42 years 
after a 1969 coup against the monarchy, portraying 
himself as a revolutionary, Arab and African hero 
while mercilessly crushing all opposition. In 2011, he 
was toppled in a revolt inspired by the Arab Spring 
uprisings and backed by NATO. On Oct 20 of that 
year, rebels tracked him down to his hometown 

Sirte, tortured him and killed him in the street, dis-
playing his body in a market. 

His death has failed to bring democracy or stabil-
ity. Instead, Libya has fractured along regional and 
ideological lines, with an assortment of mafia-like 
militias and their foreign backers vying for control 
of the oil-rich country. Last October’s ceasefire was 
followed in March by the appointment of a unity 
government with a mandate to lead Libya to elec-
tions. So with a presidential poll set for Dec 24 and  
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GAZA: At a recent basketball match 
in the Gaza Strip the spectators 
were transf ixed, less  so by the 
action on the court than the fact the 
referee was a young woman. Amira 
Ismail, 23, who officiated the Gaza 
City-Nuseirat match, has been mak-
ing history in the Zionist-blockaded 
Palestinian enclave ruled by the 

Islamist group Hamas since 2007. 
“Everyone looks at me in amaze-

ment on the basketball court, won-
dering, ‘who is she? Is she a for-
eigner or an Arab? What is  she 
doing here?’” Ismail told AFP. Her 
passion for basketball motivated 
Ismail to seek a refereeing license 
from the International Basketball 
Federat ion (FIBA) , which she 
earned three years ago after pass-
ing online exams. But due to social 
pressures, and then a long pause 
forced by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Ismail had yet to officiate a match - 
until this year.  
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