
Sport
Established 1961 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021

Spurs spoil Newcastle’s Saudi party

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United’s English midfielder Sean Longstaff (center) passes the ball during an English Premier League match between Newcastle United and Tottenham Hotspur at St James’ Park yesterday. — AFP 

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle’s new dawn under the 
ownership of the Saudi sovereign wealth fund got 
off to a disappointing start as Tottenham silenced St 
James’ Park with a 3-2 win yesterday. The defeat 
leaves Newcastle still in the relegation zone without 
a Premier League win this season. 

Expectations on Tyneside are high for a huge 
injection of funding by the Saudi Public Investment 
Fund (PIF) to transform Newcastle’s fortunes on the 
field. PIF governor Yassir Al-Rumayyan was given a 
hero’s welcome by the 55,000 crowd when he was 
presented before kick-off. 

A jubilant atmosphere was matched by the per-
fect start for the home side when Callum Wilson 
headed home Javier Manquillo’s cross inside two 
minutes. Al-Rumayyan celebrated wildly in the 

stands alongside co-owner Amanda Staveley, who 
has bought a 10 percent stake in the club and been 
the face of the takeover bid for well over a year. 

Staveley said this week her ambition is for the 
Magpies to become champions of England within 
the next 10 years. However, the gulf between where 
Newcastle are and where the new owners want 
them to go was exposed after their flying start. 

Spurs have had a far from ideal start to the sea-
son under new boss Nuno Espirito Santo but in 
Harry Kane and Son Heung-min they have the star 
quality Newcastle hope to have in years to come. 
Tanguy Ndombele smashed home an equalizer on 
17 minutes from Sergio Reguilon’s cross to get the 
Tottenham revival started. 

Kane then ended his wait for a Premier League 

goal this season with a deft lob over Karl Darlow. 
The England captain was initially flagged offside, 
but a VAR review proved Kane was onside from 
Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg’s ball over the top. The game 
was then stopped for 20 minutes due to a medical 
emergency for a Newcastle fan. 

Tottenham players alerted the need for a defibril-
lator and the players were taken off the pitch by 
referee Andre Marriner. But the flow of the game 
remained the same when it resumed for seven min-
utes of first-half stoppage time. Kane turned 
provider for Spurs’ third as his low cross was con-
verted by Son sliding in at the far post. 

Many expected Newcastle’s consortium of own-
ers to dispense with the services of manager Steve 
Bruce as one of their first points of business. The 

former Manchester United captain was handed a 
reprieve to take charge of his 1,000th game of his 
managerial career. 

But the 60-year-old is deeply unpopular among 
the Newcastle support and was met with persistent 
chants of “we want Brucey out” and “you’re getting 
sacked in the morning” during the second half as 
Spurs continued to dominate. 

A red card for Jonjo Shelvey seven minutes from 
time rounded off a miserable day on the field for 
Newcastle. Eric Dier’s comical own goal in the final 
minute gave the 10 men hope. But Spurs held out to 
move up to fifth and level on points with fourth-
placed Brighton. Newcastle remain three points 
adrift of safety and much further from matching the 
ambitions of their wealthy new owners. — AFP 

BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski and 
Serge Gnabry both scored twice as 
Bayern Munich rampaged to a thump-
ing 5-1 win at Bayer Leverkusen to 
return to the top of the Bundesliga 
yesterday. After suffering a shock 
defeat to Eintracht Frankfurt two 
weeks ago and losing top spot to 
Borussia Dortmund overnight, Bayern 
bounced back in style against fellow 
title hopefuls Leverkusen. 

Level on points in first and second 
before the weekend, the gulf in class 
between the two teams became 
apparent as Bayern put their hosts to 
the sword with a brutal and brilliant 
first-half performance. “It sounds a bit 
strange when you’ve scored five goals, 
but we could have had six or seven in 
the first half today,” Bayern coach 
Julian Nagelsmann told broadcaster 
DAZN. 

The 31-time German champions 
smashed in four goals in the space of 
seven minutes in the first half to humil-
iate a young Leverkusen side and go a 
point clear of Borussia Dortmund at 
the top of the table. “It was clear after 
45 minutes that the three points were 
coming to Munich,” said 
Lewandowski, who kick-started the 
rout with the opening two goals. “We 
knew that we would have to play our 
football from the beginning today, and 
the result shows how well we played.” 

It took Bayern less than four min-
utes to go ahead, Lewandowski con-

verting a Dayot Upamecano cross 
with a brilliant backheel to net his 
eighth goal of the season. Leroy Sane 
hit the post shortly afterwards, as 
Leverkusen struggled to control a 
sparkling Bayern attack. 

On the half-hour mark, the visitors 
carved through their opponents on the 
counter-attack, with Alphonso Davies 
bursting into the box to set up a 
poacher’s finish from Lewandowski. 
Thomas Mueller quickly made it 3-0, 
deflecting a Niklas Suele shot past a 
helpless Lukas Hradecky. 

Any hope of a Leverkusen fight-
back was buried just seconds later, as 
Mueller set up Gnabry with a low 
cross to make it 4-0. Gnabry added a 
fifth on 37 minutes after a sharp one-
two with Leon Goretzka. Leverkusen 
rallied in the second half, Kerem 
Demirbay forcing a save from Manuel 
Neuer before Patrik Schick pulled a 
goal back. 

“Bayern showed us today why they 
are the best team in Germany and one 
of the best in Europe,” said 
Leverkusen coach Gerardo Seoane. 
English defender Omar Richards came 
on as a second-half substitute to make 
only his second appearance for Bayern 
since signing from Reading earlier this 
year, and Lucas Hernandez started the 
game despite being expected in court 
in Spain on Tuesday. 

French international Hernandez 
potentially faces six months in prison 
for breaking a restraining order 
imposed on him in 2017 following an 
altercation with his then girlfriend, 
whom he has since married. Bayern 
continue their Champions League 
group stage campaign with a trip to 
Benfica on Wednesday, while 
Leverkusen meet Real Betis in the 
Europa League on Thursday. — AFP 

Bayern crush  
Leverkusen to  
return to top 

MUSCAT: Oman handed Papua New Guinea 
a 10-wicket rout as the Twenty20 World Cup, 
which was shifted from India due to COVID-
19, got underway in the unlikely surroundings 
of a 3,000-seat stadium on the outskirts of 
Muscat yesterday. Oman skipper Zeeshan 
Maqsood returned figures of 4-20, which 
included three in one over, as tournament 
debutants PNG struggled to 129 for nine. 

Openers Aqib Ilyas (50 from 43 balls) and 
Jatinder Singh (73 from 42) then clattered the 
PNG bowlers around the ground without 
being parted to steer Oman home with 6.2 
overs to spare. PNG captain Assad Vala, who 
made 56 off 43 balls, and Charles Amini, who 
smashed 37, had briefly given their team 
hope with an attacking third-wicket partner-
ship of 81. 

“They were batting very well when I got 
the wickets. And because we got the wickets, 
they couldn’t put on a big total,” said 
Maqsood. Maqsood sent back Norman Vanua, 
Sese Bau and Kiplin Doriga in the space of five 
deliveries and later took one more as PNG, 
who had been 2-0 at one stage, collapsed from 
102-3. “It wasn’t a good start with the bat, los-
ing two wickets with no runs,” said Vala. 

Later yesterday, Chris Greaves starred with 
bat and ball as Scotland shocked Bangladesh 
with a six-run win. Greaves’ 28-ball 45 guided 
Scotland to 140-9 and he then took two key 
wickets with his leg spin to keep down 
Bangladesh to 134-7 in the second first-round 
match of the day in Muscat. Pace bowler Brad 
Wheal returned figures of 3-24 as world num-
ber six Bangladesh suffered an early setback in 
their fight to make the Super 12 stage. 

Ireland, Namibia, Netherlands and 2014 
champions Sri Lanka join the fray today. The 

eight teams in the first round of qualifying are 
chasing four places in the Super 12 round-
robin stage. England, Australia, South Africa, 
defending champions West Indies, India, 
Pakistan, New Zealand and Afghanistan will be 
waiting with all matches in Dubai, Abu Dhabi 
and Sharjah. 

 
2022 places at stake 

The top four then progress to the semi-
finals before the final in Dubai on Nov 14. There 
is plenty at stake. A place in the next round 
guarantees a spot in the 2022 T20 World Cup 
in Australia. There is also a financial incentive. 
Teams exiting at the first hurdle take home a 
modest $40,000. The eventual champions 
pocket a $1.6 million winner’s cheque. 
Bangladesh have just one victory at the tourna-
ment since 2007 but with a world ranking of 
six, will be heavily fancied to make the second 
round. They go into the tournament with home 
series wins over Australia, New Zealand and 
Zimbabwe under their belts. 

England narrow favorites? 
The Scots have fallen at the first hurdle in 

their three previous T20 World Cup appear-
ances, in 2007, 2009 and 2016. They claimed 
their first and only win at the tournament five 
years ago - an eight-wicket triumph in a rain-
affected match against lowly Hong Kong. The 
top nations will join the event-played in stadi-
ums 70-percent full - on Oct 23, with 
Australia and South Africa meeting in the 
opener of the Super 12 stage and England up 
against West Indies. 

England beat New Zealand to win the 50-
over world title at Lord’s in 2019. Eoin 
Morgan’s team will, however, be without Ben 
Stokes and Jofra Archer, who played key roles 
in that one-day World Cup triumph. England 
had to defend 19 runs in the last over of the 
2016 T20 final in Kolkata but West Indies’ 
Carlos Brathwaite famously hit Stokes for four 
straight sixes, giving the Caribbeans their sec-
ond world T20 title. — AFP 

Oman crush PNG,  
Scotland shock  
Bangladesh

MUSCAT: Women mounted on horses hold national flags of participating countries during a 
ceremony before the start of the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup cricket match between 
Oman and Papua New Guinea at the Oman Cricket Academy Ground yesterday. — AFP 


