
INDIAN WELLS: Britain’s Cameron Norrie dominat-
ed Grigor Dimitrov 6-2, 6-4 on Saturday to book a
title clash with Nikoloz Basilashvili at the ATP Indian
Wells Masters. The 26-year-old Norrie overpowered
Dimitrov in their semi-final to become the first British
finalist since 2009.

Norrie kept Dimitrov off guard with a strong serve,
blasting four aces and hitting a number of precision
forehands and backhands in the one hour, 27 minute
match on the main stadium court in Southern
California.

“I am so happy,” said Norrie. “Unfortunately he
didn’t bring his best today. I was very solid. I went a
lot to his backhand he was getting frustrated with that.
I managed to serve well and in the big moments I exe-
cuted when I needed to.”

Several Brits have reached the final in the California

desert without success, including Andy Murray, who
lost to Rafael Nadal in 2009. Tim Henman lost two
finals in 2002 and 2004, and Canadian-born Briton
Greg Rusedski was runner-up in 1998. Norrie was
born in Johannesburg, South Africa and grew up in
New Zealand before becoming the No 1 college player
in America while attending university in Texas. He has
represented Great Britain since 2013.

Norrie is seeking his second career title after win-
ning earlier this year in Los Cabos. “I’m looking for-
ward to the match tomorrow and really looking for-
ward to going out and enjoying it again,” he said. He
broke through in Los Cabos following a string of run-
ner-up heartbreaks, including earlier this year in
Estoril, Lyon and London.

“I’ve had some opportunities there to make the
second week of a slam, but it’s not gone my way,” said
Norrie who has never gone past the third round of a
Grand Slam. “It’s all been great learning for me.
“Hopefully with these results I can put myself in a
higher seeding and maybe have some more chances.”

Dimitrov was coming off a couple of upsets over
top 10 seeded players. The Bulgarian battled back
from a set down to beat top seed Daniil Medvedev 4-
6, 6-4, 6-3 in the fourth round and outlasted eighth
seeded Hubert Hurkacz in the quarter-finals 3-6, 6-4,
7-6 (7/2).

There were no players ranked in the top 25 in the

world in the men’s semi-finals. Norrie, at 26, was the
highest ranked semi-finalists. Norrie easily won the
first set by breaking Dimitrov on three of four service
games. He got the early break in the second then held
to serve to wrap up his 46th win of the season.

Norrie clinched the match on the first match point
when Dimitrov hit a backhand into the net. Norrie is
going up against another surprise finalist in the 29th
seeded Basilashvili, who defeated American Taylor
Fritz 7-6 (7/5), 6-3 to post one of the biggest wins of
his career. Basilashvili, of Georgia, is gunning for his
third ATP title of the season after earlier triumphs in
Doha and Munich.

Kept focus
He clinched the win over crowd favorite Fritz on the

fourth match point, hammering a forehand winner that
froze the American in his tracks. “It is an unbelievable
feeling,” said the 29-year-old Basilashvili, the son of a
Georgian national ballet dancer. “I am super happy. I
was nervous and stressed. I got very tight, but I just
tried to focus on the game. When you focus, the stress
goes away. I know I can play good tennis I just have to
not get too tight.”

Basilashvili saved three set points to take the open-
ing set in a tiebreaker. The players stayed on serve
throughout the match until the seventh game of the
second set when Basilashvili got the break he needed
to go ahead 4-3. The 23-year-old American fought off
three match points before surrendering on the fourth
one to end the one hour 41 minute contest. Fritz, who
was born in nearby San Diego, blasted 11 aces but had
three double faults to Basilashvili’s one. — AFP
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Surprise finalists Norrie, Basilashvilli
set to clash in Indian Wells showdown

Norrie first
British finalist

since 2009

Norrie beat Dimitrov, Basilashvili overcame Fritz to advance

INDIAN WELLS: Cameron Norrie of Great Britain plays a fore-
hand against Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria during their semifinal
match on Day 13 of the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells
Tennis Garden on Saturday in Indian Wells, California. - AFP

OLYMPIA: Greek actress Xanthi Georgiou (right), playing the role of the High Priestess, lights up the torch during the last
rehearsal of the flame lighting ceremony for the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics at the Ancient Olympia archeological site,
birthplace of the ancient Olympics in southern Greece yesterday. - AFP

HOUSTON: JD Martinez #28 of the Boston Red Sox is congratulated by Alex Verdugo #99 after he hit a grand slam home run
against the Houston Astros in the first inning of Game Two of the American League Championship Series at Minute Maid Park
on Saturday in Houston, Texas. — AFP 

Bahrain’s Laila Janahi and Noura Sultan UAE’s Adel Al-Jallaf

Beijing flame
to be lit in a
vacuum in Olympia
OLYMPIA: The Olympic flame will once again be lit in
an empty stadium today as it starts its truncated journey
to Beijing for the Winter Games in February. Like the
ceremony in March 2020 to light the flame for Tokyo,
and like those Games, which were put back a year,
today’s ceremony is a victim of coronavirus restrictions.

“Due to the situation created by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Lighting Ceremony will be held in strict com-
pliance with local health protocols,” the Hellenic
Olympic Committee announced in September. The cer-
emony is conducted at the ruins of the Temple of Hera in
Olympia, site of the ancient Greek games from eighth
century BC to the fourth century AD. Clear skies are
forecast for 11:30 local time (08:30 GMT) when the
flame is due to be lit by the rays of the sun concentrated
in a concave. Priestess Xanthi Georgiou will light the
torch from the flames.

During the lighting rehearsal yesterday, because of
the cloudy sky the Priestess had to use a fire lit the pre-
vious days while all the participants weren’t wearing
their ancient costumes in order to protect them in case
of rain. This year the rehearsal fell on the 100th anniver-
sary of the creation of the Executive Board of the
International Olympic Committee which is holding cere-
monies to celebrate.

Before the pandemic, the flame had been lit behind
closed doors once, in 1984, when Greek organizers
wanted to protest against the decision of the Los

Angeles organizers to accept sponsorship of stretches
of the torch relay in the United States.

This time the ceremony will be held in front of an
audience limited to the members of the International
Olympic Committee, the Greek and Chinese Olympic
committees as well as the president of Greece, Katerina
Sakellaropoulou, and vaccinated members of the media.

Greek skier, Ioannis Antoniou, will be the first torch-
bearer, followed by Li Jiajun, former Chinese track
speed skater, who won five Olympic medals at 1998,
2002 and 2006 Winter Olympic Games. “It is one of the
greatest honors for an athlete to be the first torchbearer
for the Olympics, especially while I’m trying to qualify
and participate in those Games,” Antoniou told AFP
during the rehearsal.

Greek Vasilis Papavassiliou will be the last torch-
bearer of the brief relay in Olympia, as organizers have
decided to skip the usual journey round the country.
“There will be no Torch Relay on Greek soil and follow-
ing the Lighting Ceremony in Ancient Olympia the
Olympic Flame will be transferred to the Acropolis
where it will stay overnight,” they said on October 12.

They said that on the next morning it would be car-
ried to the Panathenaic Stadium in Athens, a second-
century arena used in both the 1896 and 2004 Games,
and handed over to the delegation from Beijing 2022 to
be flown to China. Traditionally, the flame travels hun-
dreds of kilometers round Greece, visiting fifty cities
and archaeological sites, relayed by artists and athletes
from around the world. In March 2020, as coronavirus
began to spread round Greece, spectators ignored
health precautions and flocked to the relay. It was aban-
doned on the second day after leaving Olympia in near-
by Sparta, where crowds gathered to cheer Greek-
American actor Billy Zane, best known for “Titanic”, and
British actor Gerard Butler, who played King Leonidas
of Sparta in the movie “300”. — AFP

Grand slam 
double powers Red
Sox past Astros 
LOS ANGELES: JD Martinez and Rafael Devers
delivered a historic brace of grand slams Saturday to
propel the Boston Red Sox to a 9-5 victory over the
Houston Astros, evening their American League
Championship Series at one game apiece.

Designated hitter Martinez came to the plate with
two outs and the bases loaded in the first inning and
launched a 1-0 fastball from Astros starting pitcher
Luis Garcia 363 feet into the right-field stands to give
the Red Sox a fast 4-0 lead in Houston.

It was the second home run of the 2021 post-sea-
son for Martinez, who missed the first two games of
Boston’s playoff run with a sprained ankle. Stunningly,
the Red Sox — who fell 5-4 in a back-and-forth
game-one battle on Friday — doubled their lead in the
second inning. Garcia walked Kevin Plawecki to open
the inning, then departed with right-knee discomfort.
His replacement, Jake Odorizzi, gave up singles to
Christian Arroyo and Enrique Hernandez to load the
bases and Devers hit a 357-foot drive up the right-
field line that cleared the wall just inside of the foul
pole for another grand slam.

It made Boston the first team in post-season history
to hit two grand slams in one game. “That was the first
one? That’s interesting,” Martinez said, adding that he
felt that in the at-bat the pressure was all on Garcia.

“It’s the first inning. He has bases loaded. I’m trying
to tell myself that, trying to stay relaxed and just look-
ing for a pitch so I can just put a barrel on it,” Martinez
said. “Just trying to see something deep and just put a
good swing on it really.”

Hernandez, the hottest hitter in these playoffs with
16 hits, five homers and four doubles, added a solo

homer in the fourth inning to put the Red Sox up 9-0.
Houston finally got on the board with two outs in the
fourth on Kyle Tucker’s two-out, run-scoring double.
Yuli Gurriel added a single to right field that scored
two more runs to make it 9-3 through four innings.

Gurriel and Jason Castro added solo homers in the
ninth off Red Sox relief pitcher Darwinzon Hernandez
before Ryan Brasier came in and retired Jose Altuve
for the final out. The Red Sox, back in the playoffs for
the first time since they won the 2018 World Series,
will try to ride the momentum when they host game
three of the best-of-seven series today.

Braves in walk-off
“It feels good,” Devers said of going back to

Boston with a split of the first two games. “Houston is a
really good team, and being able to split here and then
now we’re able to go back home to Fenway where
we’re comfortable and we know how we can play over
there is really good for us.”

Atlanta third baseman Austin Riley was the hero in
the Braves’ 3-2 victory over the Los Angeles Dodgers
to open the National League Championship Series.
Riley cracked a walk-off single that scored second
baseman Ozzie Albies from second base to break a 2-2
tie that had stood since the fourth inning and give the
Braves the upper hand over the reigning World Series
champions. Albies had singled with one out then stole
second base to set the stage for Riley — whose solo
homer in the bottom of the fourth inning had forged
the tie, answering a home run from Dodgers catcher
Will Smith in the top of the inning. “Base-hit, that’s all
you need,” Riley said of his mindset in the decisive at-
bat. “Put something in play and see what happens.” As
chants of “M-V-P” rained down on him, Riley called it
“unbelievable.”

“It took a whole team effort,” he said. “Our pitching
staff, you know they’ve been unbelievable. What they
did was just amazing.” Braves starting pitcher Max
Fried allowed two runs in six innings, striking out five
as he kept the Dodgers 1-for-5 with runners in scoring
position. — AFP

‘Fierce competition’
at Kuwait Open
bowling tournament
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Open bowling tournament,
organized by Kuwait Bowling Sport Club with a
large participation of athletes from Gulf countries,
saw Hassan Qassem and Jana top the “Class A” cat-
egory for men and women respectively, as players
are getting ready for the world championship which
will be held in the UAE in November.

The tournament, which will conclude on
Saturday, is witnessing heated competition between
participants as it draws closer to the final stages.
Jassem Darweesh was second in the men’s category,
followed by Mustafa Al-Mousawi, Ibrahim Al-

Haddad, Khalid Al-Deeban, Bader Al-Mulla,
Abdullah Khalid, Mohammad Khalid, Prince
Mohammad bin Sultan Al-Saud, Salem Al-Hajras,
Abdullah Al-Deeban, Saleh Khalid, Asseel Al-
Roumi, Ali Qassem, Abdelwahab Al-Shatti and Ali
Ashkanani. 

In the women’s category, Rawan Al-Balel was
second, followed by Mariam Al-Qabandi, Sonia,
Reem Al-Zaabi, Zeinab Al-Haddad and Hadeel
Abdullah. The results are subject to change as other
players will arrive in Kuwait later. 

Bahrain’s Laila Janahi and Noura Sultan agreed
that competition is fierce, adding this is the best
preparation for the world championship. Both
players hoped to emerge as winners in this tour-
nament, which will be a good motivation for them
for future events. UAE’s Adel Al-Jallaf lauded the
timing of this tournament as the best preparation
for next month. He said the UAE team has been
preparing for a long time, adding the Kuwait
Open was included in the program due to its
good timing. 


