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Randal Plunkett, the 21st Baron of
Dunsany, strides out of his Irish
castle in a T-shirt bearing the name

of death metal band “Cannibal Corpse” in
bloody lettering. In the distance, a russet-
coloured stag appears for a moment,
before dissolving into the 750 acres (300
hectares) of ancestral estate Plunkett has
surrendered to the wilderness-almost half
of his lands. “I felt a sort of sense of duty
towards the environment here,” said
Plunkett, perched on a decaying tree
trunk sprouting a clutch of mushrooms.

“I’m a caretaker of this estate for this
generation and the estate is not just the
castle, it’s also the land but it’s also the
environment,” the aristocrat told AFP, his
mane of shoulder-length hair rippling in
the breeze.

Born to rewild 
Eight years ago, death metal fan

Plunkett, whose family have presided
over Dunsany Castle northwest of Dublin
for nine centuries, began his “radical”
rewilding project. The 38-year-old vegan,
an unlikely successor to ancestors depict-
ed in sober portraits lining the walls of the
grey stone castle, evicted livestock and
dismissed lawnmowers to allow nature to
take its course. Now, the results are plain.
The ultra-rare pine martin has been spot-
ted. Otter and red deer thrive.

Skies are jammed with birds: buz-
zards, red kites, peregrine falcons, spar-
rowhawks, kestrels and snipes. Plunkett

says a woodpecker has been sighted in
the area for the first time in a century.
Beyond the castle crenellations, the lawn
is transformed into a swirling morass of
23 species of grass, fizzing with insect
life. Plunkett lends a hand here and there-
planting 2,500 trees last year was no
small feat-but mostly he is hands-off. “As I
watched it, I began to understand what
the land was doing,” he said after trudging
across a field of knotted undergrowth in a
faux leather jacket.

“It became a rewilding project,” he

said, two Jack Russell terriers named
Beavis and Butt-head gambol around his
vegan-friendly Doc Marten boots. In June
the UN said an area the size of China
must be rewilded over the next decade.
Stemming land “degradation” is key to
keeping temperature rise below two
degrees celsius in accordance with the
international 2015 Paris Agreement, the
UN Environment Program said.

The UN COP26 summit is taking place
in Scotland from October 31, hoping for
stronger commitments from world leaders

to halt runaway climate change. Last
Saturday, UK campaigners marched on
Buckingham Palace with a petition signed
by 100,000, calling on the British royal
family to commit to rewild their estates
before they appear as ambassadors at
the Glasgow summit. “I think we need to
do a lot more than we’re doing. I unfortu-
nately think that it’s not going to be done
by governments,” said Plunkett pes-
simistically. “I started all of this because I
wasn’t willing to wait anymore,” he added.
“I’m trying to popularize an idea, which I
know for a fact will help.”

Fresh Eire 
The benefits of rewilding are manifold.

It reverses biodiversity loss, draws carbon
down from the atmosphere and can even
quash natural disasters. Some 65 percent
of Ireland-known as the “emerald isle”-is
agricultural land according to 2018 World
Bank figures. Livestock is responsible for
around 14 per cent of global greenhouse
gas emissions according to the UN. For
Plunkett, unhitching the perception of the
estate as a farming asset has been diffi-
cult. He said initially some locals consid-
ered him a “moron”.

“They thought that I was destroying
perfectly good farmland,” he said. “They
thought I was just decadent.” There have
been dark moments too. Plunkett now
considers the rewilded estate an “oasis”
where deer hunting is off-limits. He patrols
the land at dawn to keep unwelcome

poachers at bay. “There were certain
threats, there was abuse, there was van-
dalism. It became very difficult,” he
recalled. “It became a war and we’re
slowly winning it because the truth is this
needs to happen for climate change.”

Listing the species that have taken up
residence on his estate it is clear Plunkett
still has an appetite to fight for his self-
described “mini-movement”. “Every year
I’m getting at least one animal back,” he
enthused. “We’re bringing the wild back to
Ireland, a place that used to be remem-
bered for being green.”—AFP

A picture shows Dunsany Castle, the seat of Randal Plunkett, Baron of Dunsany, in Dunsany.

Randal Plunkett, Baron of Dunsany, poses with
a handful of some of the 23 types of grass in
the grounds of his seat Dunsany Castle.

Randal Plunkett, Baron of Dunsany, poses inside Dunsany Castle, in Dunsany, northwest of Dublin. — AFP photos Randal Plunkett poses in the grounds of his seat Dunsany Castle.

Eddie Redmayne learned to grow
vegetables during lockdown.  The
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where To

Find Them’ actor “loved” spending more
time at home with his wife Hannah and
their children Iris, five, and three-year-old
Luke during the coronavirus pandemic
because it gave him the chance to learn
new schools and see his kids growing
and developing. He said: “My wife is gen-
tly converting me to someone who knows
his way around a veg patch. “I loved it. Iris
was just learning to read, and Luke was
just learning to talk. I felt very lucky to be
around.” Next month, Eddie will be return-
ing to the stage in London’s West End,
playing ‘Cabaret’s Emcee, a role he first
played at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival
when he was 19. And the 39-year-old star
is excited about going back to theatre for
the first time in a decade because he’s
always had positive experiences.  He told
Britain’s Vogue magazine: “In theatre, I
had such luck with new plays, such fun,
and I have not always had that on film. I
have done some catastrophically bad
films and had some great experiences. In
theatre, I’ve always found a wonderful
alchemy...  “It’s the reason I love what I
do, that rare moment when something
becomes real. That’s the drug.” Even if
the production turns out to be a “catastro-
phe”, the ‘Theory of Everything’ star will
still embrace the positives.  He said:
“Anxiety is something that drives me. It
has for a long time.  Ultimately, I think,
you only live once. If it’s a catastrophe, I
got to play a part that always felt unfin-
ished in me. If I don’t do it, then perhaps I
will just live with regret.”

Ant Anstead: It is
‘too early’ to move
in with Zellweger
Ant Anstead says it is “too early” to

move in with Renee Zellweger.
Oscar-winning actress Renee and

the ‘Celebrity IOU: Joyride’ host met earli-
er this year on the set of his show and
although their relationship has gone from
strength to strength since then, Ant, 42,
says they are not ready to live together
yet. He told ‘Extra’: “I would say it would
be too early for that...We’re taking things
nice and slow, and we’re really happy.”
Ant previously explained that he and
Renee are taking their relationship “one

day at a time” and want to keep their
romance as private as possible. He said:
“Renee and my relationship is something
that’s really private.  It’s something I’m not
really willing to talk too much about. It’s
really early in our relationship and I don’t
want to put any pressure on that.”
However, a close to the couple revealed
that Renee, 52, and Ant are madly in love.
The insider told PEOPLE: “There is so
much respect between them. They spend
as much time as possible together when
they aren’t working on other projects.
They truly like each other as well as their
romantic attraction. The relationship is
serious. “Renee has found love again, a
love where she feels confident and secure
about herself. And Ant, too, has had a lot
of ups and downs, but seems to have sta-
bility in this romance.”

Boy George has accused Harry
Styles of being “too scared” to play
him in a Culture Club biopic. The

60-year-old singer /songwriter claims
Harry was in talks to portray him in a new
movie but alleges the former One
Direction singer “ran” and Yungblud is in
talks to take on the leading role.  He told
the Daily Mirror newspaper: “They are
looking at a kid called Yungblud. He is a
big English sensation. He is quite young
and he has been auditioning. There was
talk of Harry Styles, but I think he ran. He
was too scared.” ‘Karma Chameleon’ -
named after Culture Club’s 1983 hit song
- will document Boy George’s rise to
fame. It had been due to start filming this
year but the COVID-19 pandemic and
casting issues have delayed it.  Boy
George said: “I don’t want it to be like a
fantasy of somebody else.  I feel like it

should be honest and truthful as I am
hilarious. I say tell the truth as the truth is
far more interesting than things that are
made up, you know.” Boy George has
lived an eventful life and his four-month
prison sentence in 2009 - for falsely
imprisoning a male escort - is likely to fea-
ture in the biopic. Speaking about it previ-
ously, he said: “I always maintained that
jail would finish me off, but it didn’t. “You
somehow find the strength. It was a life-
changing experience and I feel I came out
of that situation with some wisdom and
knowledge.  “I really don’t view that period
in my life as negative... But I wouldn’t
want to go back.” The star admitted his
“troubles” - which also included being
sentenced to community service in 2006
after police in New York found cocaine in
his home - were a valuable life lesson, but
they also reminded him he hasn’t fully
shaken off the “nihilistic attitude” of his
youth, which he wants to hold on to. He
said: “I have always had a mistake in me,
but that’s OK. As far as the troubles I had
back in 2006 and 2009, of course they are
things I’m not proud of. “Yet at the same
time they remind me that I hadn’t shaken
off that nihilistic attitude of the past, nor
would I ever want to.  “And every mistake
is a positive life lesson ... It really is.”

Juliette Lewis urges
actors to show 
support for IATSE

Juliette Lewis is sharing her support
for the International Association of
Theatrical Stage Employees

(IATSE). IATSE, the union which repre-
sents 150,000 people across the enter-
tainment industry, including electricians,
camera operators, costumers, makeup
artists, special effects, hairstylists and
script supervisors, is currently in negotia-
tions with the Alliance of Motion Picture
and Television Producers (AMPTP) ahead
of a strike deadline and Juliette, 48, has
taken to Instagram to show her support
for IATSE.  She wrote: “I personally was
conditioned in TV/film business since a
teenager to never take a sick day off, or it
would cost tens of thousands of dollars.

And you’d be labeled ‘problematic,’ so
much so I’ve worked through a flu I’ve
worked through migraines I’ve worked
through walking pneumonia on Natural
Born Killers for two weeks where I thought
I might die. Apparently that was always
better than speaking up and having them
simply shift their schedule around to
accommodate a person’s health. Because
it just didn’t happen.  “I am an actor so
when I think of the crew who shows up
hours before actors do and leaves hours
after actors do and are asked to work mir-
acles daily that’s a whole other story that
goes beyond a solider like work ethic and
that’s why all you have to do is read some
of the stories.” And Juliette called on her
fellow actors to show their support and
solidarity for the union and its members.
She added: “You’ve seen them show up
hours before you and leave hours after-
how we were all thought if I am this over-
worked and under pressure how are they
even standing on 2 feet. How are they
even sleeping because they didn’t even
have the SAG protections that we did with
the 12 hour turnaround. ... Even with our
turn around we’ve been exhausted and
totally overworked so I think about our
crews.  “Even though I love how hard we
work to bring people entertainment and I
love being challenged on how to pull the
impossible for over 30 years I have want-
ed better care for myself and the miracu-
lous crews I’ve seen thanklessly perform
daily miracles weekly miracles without the
protections that I had. — Bang Showbiz 


