
Businessman close 
to Venezuela leader 
extradited to US
MIAMI: A fugitive businessman accused of acting as a
money launderer for Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro’s regime was extradited Saturday to the United
States from Cape Verde, US justice officials said. The
Justice Department said in a statement that Alex Saab
was due to appear in court in Florida on Monday and
expressed “admiration” to authorities in Cape Verde for
their help in the case. 

Venezuela reacted furiously, suspending talks with
the US-backed opposition on ending the country’s
political and economic crisis. Saab, a Colombian nation-
al, and his business partner Alvaro Pulido are charged in
the United States with running a network that exploited
food aid destined for Venezuela, an oil-rich nation mired
in an acute economic crisis.

They are alleged to have moved $350 million out of
Venezuela into accounts they controlled in the United
States and other countries. They risk up to 20 years in
prison. Saab, who also has Venezuelan nationality and a
Venezuelan diplomatic passport, was indicted in July
2019 in Miami for money laundering, and was arrested
during a plane stopover in Cape Verde off the coast of
West Africa in June 2020. Venezuela’s opposition has
described Saab as a frontman doing shady dealings for
the populist socialist regime of Maduro.

Colombian President Ivan Duque praised Saab’s
extradition. “The extradition of Alex Saab is a triumph in
the fight against the drug trafficking, asset laundering
and corruption that the dictatorship of Nicolas Maduro
has fostered,” Duque tweeted. Venezuelan opposition

leader Juan Guaido, who is recognized as the country’s
acting president by the United States and more than 50
other countries, also welcomed the move. “We
Venezuelans, who have seen justice kidnapped for
years, respect and celebrate the system of justice in
democratic countries like Cape Verde,” he tweeted.

‘Political pawns’
In a development not officially linked to the Saab

extradition, shortly after news broke of the extradition
six former oil executives under house arrest for corrup-
tion in Venezuela were taken to an undisclosed prison.
They had worked for Citgo, a US-based subsidiary of

the state oil company PDVSA. Five of the six hold US
nationality and the other is a permanent resident of the
United States. 

“American detainees in Venezuela are now being
used as political pawns,” said US Democratic Party
heavyweight Bill Richardson, who led an unsuccessful
mission to Venezuela to seek the executives’ release last
year. Richardson has managed international negotia-
tions for a number of high-profile American detainees.
“We will continue to press for their release,” he said.

‘Kidnapping’ 
Cape Verde agreed last month to extradite Saab to

the United States, despite protests from Venezuela.
Venezuela said Saab had been abducted by
Washington. “Venezuela denounces the kidnapping of
the Venezuelan diplomat Alex Saab by the government
of the United States in complicity with the authorities in
Cape Verde,” the Caracas government said in a state-
ment. The speaker of Congress, Jorge Rodriguez, said
the government would not attend the fourth round of
talks with the opposition due to start Sunday in Mexico
City “as a deep expression of our protest against the
brutal aggression” against Saab.

Rodriguez leads the government delegation for the
negotiations and had hoped to make Saab one of its
members until his arrest. Venezuela had called Saab’s
arrest in Cape Verde “arbitrary” and claimed he was
suffering “mistreatment and torture” at the hands of the
Cape Verde authorities. Roberto Deniz, a journalist who
has covered Saab’s story for the Venezuelan investiga-
tive news site Armando.info, said last month that the
regime in Caracas was desperate to get him released.

“It is clear that there is a lot of fear, not only because
he may reveal information about bribes, about the places
where money was moved and the inflated pricing,” Deniz
said, but also because Saab “was the bridge for many of
these deals that the Maduro regime is beginning to carry
out with other allied countries.” —AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s new prime minister yesterday sent a
ritual offering to the controversial Yasukuni shrine that
honors the war dead but is seen by neighboring coun-
tries as a symbol of Tokyo’s past militarism. Fumio
Kishida sent the “masakaki” tree offering under his
name as prime minister to celebrate the shrine’s biannu-
al festival held in the spring and autumn, a spokes-
woman for the shrine told AFP. Two of Kishida’s minis-
ters also offered sacred trees. 

Yasukuni honors 2.5 million war dead, mostly
Japanese, who have perished since the late 19th century.
But the central Tokyo shrine also honors senior military
and political figures convicted of war crimes by an
international tribunal. Earlier this year, three top minis-
ters paid their respects at the shrine on the anniversary
of Japan’s World War II surrender. 

But a Japanese prime minister has not appeared
there since 2013, when Shinzo Abe sparked fury in
Beijing and Seoul and earned a rare diplomatic rebuke
from close ally the United States. Kishida’s predecessor
Yoshihide Suga made a pilgrimage to the shrine yester-
day, the spokeswoman said, while public broadcaster
NHK showed footage of his visit.

Suga had avoided visiting the shrine after 2012,

when he became the Abe government’s spokesman, and
only sent ritual offerings when he became prime minis-
ter. Visits to the shrine by government officials have
long angered countries that suffered at the hands of the
Japanese military prior to and during World War II,
particularly South Korea and China. Kishida, who
became Japan’s prime minister on October 4, does not
plan to visit the shrine during the two-day autumn fes-
tival that runs through Monday, Kyodo News reported,
citing unnamed people close to him.

But Seoul’s foreign ministry yesterday expressed
“deep disappointment” at his decision to send an
offering. “The government expresses and regrets that
Japanese leaders again sent the offering or repeated
their visits to the Yasukuni shrine,” it said in a state-
ment, according to South Korea’s Yonhap News
Agency. Seoul urged Tokyo’s leaders to “squarely
face history and show by action their humble intro-
spection on and genuine self-reflection for the past
history”.— AFP 
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News in brief
Four migrants drown

ALGIERS: The Algerian coastguard recovered
four bodies from the Mediterranean Sea and
rescued 13 migrants after a boat capsized in its
waters, the defense ministry said yesterday.
“Algerian coastguards and a rescue helicopter...
saved 13 illegal migrants and recovered the
bodies of four other migrants who drowned
after their boat capsized 16 nautical miles
north” of the capital Algiers, the ministry said in
a statement. The statement did not specify the
nationalities of those who died, but many young
Algerians attempt the highly risky illicit crossing
of the Mediterranean, often making for Spain. A
total of 4,704 Algerians have been intercepted
at sea so far this year. Algeria in 2009 ratified a
law punishing illegal migration by up to six
months in prison, but the legislation has failed to
deter young people from attempting the dan-
gerous crossings.— AFP 

Lankan flotilla protests 

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s fishermen launched a
flotilla of boats yesterday demanding that the
government block Indian trawlers from poach-
ing in the island’s prawn-rich northern waters.
Boats flying black flags and carrying opposition
legislators travelled 100 kilometers from the
northeastern fishing town of Mullaittivu to the
island’s northernmost tip, Point Pedro. “We have
come in boats to protest bottom trawling by
Indian fishermen,” M A Sumanthiran, a legislator
for the main Tamil opposition party, the Tamil
National Alliance (TNA), told reporters in Point
Pedro. Bottom trawling - which was banned
from Sri Lankan waters in 2017 - involves drag-
ging heavy nets across the sea floor to catch a
large volume of fish. It causes severe damage to
the marine ecosystem.— AFP 

Eighteen dead in Russia 

MOSCOW: Russian authorities said on
Saturday they had arrested two people as part
of an investigation into the death of 18 people in
the Urals who drank bootleg alcohol, in the sec-
ond such incident in recent weeks. Investigators
said “several individuals sold people an alcohol
liquid that was dangerous for their health” over
the past two weeks in Yekaterinburg, Russia’s
fourth-largest city. “Eighteen people died after
drinking the liquid,” the statement said. An
investigation had been opened into the sale of
sub-standard goods and death by negligence,
which could entail prison sentences of up to 10
years, it said. At the beginning of October, at
least 36 people in the region of Orenburg died
after drinking bootleg alcohol containing
methanol, which is highly toxic. Such cases are
not uncommon in Russia, where around 21 mil-
lion people live below the poverty line.— AFP 

Migrants’ bodies found 

BARCELONA: Spain’s emergency services
recovered the bodies of four more migrants in
its coastal waters Saturday, the coastguard said,
but another 17 are still missing. The latest dis-
coveries bring to eight the number of bodies
found after a boat carrying migrants that had
been spotted west of Spain’s Cape Trafalgar
sank on Thursday. “During the course of the day
today, four bodies have been found,” said a
coastguard spokesman. The vessel was first
spotted around 70 kilometers off Cape
Trafalgar by a passing merchant ship which
sounded the alarm, and rescue teams were
mobilized overnight Thursday to Friday. Two
men were found alive on board the boat while a
woman was rescued from the water. The sur-
vivors said the boat had departed for Spain
with 28 people on board. It is not clear what
nationalities were on the boat or from where on
the north African coast they set off. — AFP 

Red alert over malnutrition 

GUATEMALA CITY: Climate change and
COVID-19 have sent impoverished Guatemala
into one of its worst food security crises, the
country’s top human rights official said
Saturday. The problems are so severe that 39
children have died of malnutrition so far this
year, human rights ombudsman Jordan Rodas
said in the Central American country’s capital.
“Guatemala is facing a grim outlook in terms of
meeting (UN) Millennium Development Goals,
especially Zero Hunger,” which seeks to reduce
poverty by 2030, Rodas said at an event mark-
ing World Food Day. Rodas also said 16 percent
of the almost 17 million Guatemalans suffer from
malnutrition, 18 percent live in severe food inse-
curity and 45 percent in a situation of moderate
food insecurity. According to UN data, almost
50 percent of children under the age of five suf-
fer from chronic malnutrition in Guatemala, the
highest rate in Latin America.— AFP 

CARACAS: The image of Colombian businessman
Alexander Saab is projected on a screen at the National
Assembly in Caracas. The Venezuelan government’s del-
egation suspended the dialogue process with the oppo-
sition in Mexico after the extradition to the US of
Colombian businessman Alex Saab, who is close to
Nicolas Maduro. — AFP 

A deadly surge in 
Kashmir violence 
SRINAGAR: Clashes between rebels and government
forces as well as street killings left six more dead in
Indian Kashmir, officials said, as the disputed
Himalayan region battles a worsening wave of vio-
lence. At least 28 people, including nine civilians, have
been gunned down in the past two weeks - the victims
of a deadly resurgence in a three-decade-old insur-
gency in the Muslim-majority region, which is also
claimed by Pakistan. Saturday saw two militants from
The Resistance Front (TRF) rebel group killed outside
the main city of Srinagar, police inspector general
Vijay Kumar said.

One of them was top rebel commander Umer
Mushtaq Khanday, Kumar added.  Hours later, gunmen
shot dead a street vendor and a laborer from outside
Kashmir in separate shootings, police said. Two sol-
diers also died in a “fierce firefight” near the highly
militarized ceasefire line between Indian and Pakistani

controlled Kashmir, a military statement said. They had
been involved in a week-long hunt for rebels that had
already seen seven troops killed in the forested border
area of Mendhar.

TRF has claimed seven earlier targeted killings,
including three Hindu men and a Sikh woman. More
than 1,000 people suspected to have links with
banned religious and militant groups have been
detained in a crackdown as part of the investigation
into the civilian killings, a police officer told AFP on
Saturday. Kashmir has been divided between India and
Pakistan since their independence in 1947 and an
insurgency that erupted in 1989 has claimed tens of
thousands of lives.

Tensions have mounted again since the Indian gov-
ernment annulled Kashmir’s semi-autonomy in August
2019 and put it under direct New Delhi rule. The gov-
ernment has said it took the measures to bring peace
and prosperity to the restive region. But Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq, Kashmir’s chief Muslim cleric who has
been under house arrest for more than two years,
warned in a statement Saturday that “systemic
oppression” was pushing many Kashmir youths into
the underground.— AFP 

TOKYO: People pray in front of a ‘masakaki’ tree sent by Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida as an offering to the
controversial Yasukuni Shrine on the first day of autumn festival in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

PULWAMA: Onlookers stand amid the debris of a house that was damaged in a gunbattle between suspected militants
and Indian government security forces in the Drangbal area of Pampore in south Kashmirís Pulwama district on
October 16, 2021. — AFP

China tests new 
space capability 
with hypersonic 
WASHINGTON: China has tested a new space
capability with a hypersonic missile, the Financial
Times reported on Saturday. The report, citing multi-
ple sources familiar with the test, said Beijing in
August launched a nuclear-capable missile that cir-
cled the Earth at low orbit before descending toward
its target, which three sources said it missed by over
20 miles. FT sources said the hypersonic glide vehicle
was carried by a Long March rocket, launches of
which it usually announces, though the August test
was kept under wraps. The report added that China’s
progress on hypersonic weapons “caught US intelli-
gence by surprise.”

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said he would not
comment on the specifics of the report but added:
“We have made clear our concerns about the military
capabilities China continues to pursue, capabilities
that only increase tensions in the region and beyond.
That is one reason why we hold China as our number
one pacing challenge.” Along with China, the United
States, Russia and at least five other countries are
working on hypersonic technology. Hypersonic mis-
siles, like traditional ballistic missiles which can deliver
nuclear weapons, can fly at more than five times the
speed of sound.

But ballistic missiles fly high into space in an arc to
reach their target, while a hypersonic flies on a trajec-
tory low in the atmosphere, potentially reaching a tar-
get more quickly. Crucially, a hypersonic missile is
maneuverable (like the much slower, often subsonic
cruise missile), making it harder to track and defend
against. While countries like the United States have
developed systems designed to defend against cruise
and ballistic missiles, the ability to track and take down
a hypersonic missile remains a question. China has
been aggressively developing the technology, seeing it
as crucial to defend against US gains in hypersonic and
other technologies, according to a recent report by the
US Congressional Research Service (CRS).—AFP


