
PARIS: French President Emmanuel
Macron on Saturday condemned as
“inexcusable” a deadly crackdown by
Paris police on a 1961 protest by
Algerians whose scale was covered
up for decades, disappointing
activists who hoped for an even
stronger recognition of responsibility.
Macron told relatives of victims on
the 60th anniversary of the bloodshed
that “crimes” were committed on the
night of October 17, 1961 under the
command of the notorious Paris
police chief Maurice Papon.

He acknowledged that several
dozen protesters had been killed,
“their bodies thrown into the River
Seine” and paid tribute to their mem-
ory. The precise number of victims
has never been made clear and some
activists fear several hundred could
have been killed. Macron “recognized
the facts: that the crimes committed
that night under Maurice Papon are
inexcusable for the Republic”, the
Elysee said. “This tragedy was long
hushed-up, denied or concealed,” it
added in a statement.

Algerian President Abdelmadjidn
Tebboune said there was “strong
concern for treating issues of history
and memory without complacency or
compromising principles, and with a
sharp sense of responsibility”, free
from “the dominance of arrogant
colonialist thought”, his office said in
a statement. The deadly 1961 crack-
down revealed the horror of “mas-
sacres and crimes against humanity
that will remain engraved in the col-
lective memory”, he said in a state-
ment released by his office. “There
were bodies on all sides, I was very
afraid”, recalled Bachir Ben-Aissa
Saadi, who took part in the rally and
was 14 years old at the time.

‘Much further’ 
The rally was called in the final year

of France’s increasingly violent
attempt to retain Algeria as a north
African colony, and in the middle of a
bombing campaign targeting mainland
France by pro-independence militants.

Papon was in the 1980s revealed to
have been a collaborator with the

occupying Nazis in World War II and
complicit in the deportation of Jews.
He was convicted of crimes against
humanity but later released. Macron,
the first French president to attend a
memorial ceremony for those killed,
observed a minute of silence in their
memory at the Bezons bridge over the
Seine on the outskirts of Paris where
the protest started.

His comments that crimes were
committed went further than prede-

cessor Francois Hollande, who
acknowledged in 2012 that the
protesting Algerians had been “killed
during a bloody repression”. The
president, France’s first leader born
after the colonial era, has made a pri-
ority of historical reconciliation and
forging a modern relationship with
former colonies. But Macron, who is
expected to seek re-election next
year, is wary about provoking a back-
lash from political opponents. —AFP 

ISTANBUL: Jailed without a conviction
since 2017, Turkish philanthropist Osman
Kavala says he feels like a tool in
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
attempts to blame a foreign plot for
domestic dissent against his mercurial
rule. A gaunt and bearded intellectual
who once patronized culture and the
arts, the 64-year-old Kavala makes a
striking foil for Erdogan, a promoter of
political Islam who has governed Turkey
with an increasingly iron fist since 2003. 

While tens of thousands have been
jailed or stripped of their jobs on ten-
uous charges since Erdogan survived
a coup attempt in 2016, it is Parisian-
born Kavala whose fate is creating
particular tensions in Turkey’s frayed
ties with the West. The Council of
Europe, a human rights body Turkey
joined in 1950, has warned it could
launch the first infringement preceed-
ings against Ankara if Kavala is not
released by the end of the month.
Facing a barrage of alternating
charges, including espionage and
attempts to topple the state, Kavala does
not expect to walk out of his Istanbul
prison cell any time soon.

“I think the real reason behind my
continued detention is that it addresses
the need of the government to keep
alive the fiction that the (2013) Gezi

protests were the result of a foreign
conspiracy,” Kavala said in a written,
English-language response to ques-
tions from AFP. “Since I am accused of
being a part of this conspiracy alleged-
ly organized by foreign powers, my
release would weaken the fiction in
question and this is not something that
the government would like.”

‘Dreyfus and the Rosenbergs’
Kavala was referring to spontaneous

rallies that broke out against plans to
pave over a little park near Istanbul’s
Taksim Square that morphed into the
first serious challenge to Erdogan’s rule.
Some Turkey watchers see the 2013
protests, which were violently sup-
pressed, as the original source of
Erdogan’s authoritarian streak.

Kavala was acquitted of the Gezi
charges in February 2020, only to be re-
arrested before he could return home
and thrown back in jail over alleged links
to the 2016 coup plot. Well-versed in
history, Kavala compares the current
case against him to the treason charges
faced by French captain Alfred Dreyfus
in the late 1800s - long discredited as an
anti-Semitic plot - and Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg, a US couple controversially
executed for espionage in 1953. “I sup-

pose that the files on Dreyfus and the
Rosenbergs were better prepared
than mine,” Kavala said. If convicted,
he could be jailed for life without the
possibility of parole.

‘Political benefits’
The Council of Europe has issued

a final warning to Turkey to comply
with a 2019 European Court of
Human Rights order to release
Kavala pending trial. If not discipli-
nary proceedings could be launched

and ultimately result in the suspension of
Turkey’s voting rights and even member-
ship of the body.

But while such a step could further
hurt Turkey’s efforts to join the EU,
Erdogan has given no indication that his
views on Kavala have changed. He calls
him the “red Soros of Turkey” - an agent

of Hungarian-born US financier and pro-
democracy campaigner George Soros -
a reference to Kavala’s leftist views.
Kavala considers the Council of Europe
his best hope for release. “If the infringe-
ment procedure starts and if the damage
this would cause is considered to out-
weigh whatever political benefits are
expected from my continued detention, I
might perhaps be released,” he said.

Much of the focus in Turkey is shifting
to June 2023, the last date by which
Erdogan - with approval ratings already
at the lowest point of his career - must
call a general election. Kavala, who has
access to newspapers and a TV in his
cell, watches the latest political develop-
ments with concern, questioning whether
Erdogan is ready to accept a possible
election defeat.  — AFP 
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Council of Europe issues a final warning to Turkey

Turkey’s philanthropist awaits 
his fate under Erdogan’s wrath

15 US missionaries 
and family members 
kidnapped in Haiti
PORT-AU-PRINCE: About 15 American mis-
sionaries and family members were kidnapped on
Saturday by a gang outside the Haitian capital, a
local security source told AFP. The group of
between 15 and 17 people, including children, were
being held by an armed gang that for months has
been engaged in theft and kidnappings in the area
between Port-au-Prince and the border with the
Dominican Republic, the source said.

The “400 Mawozo” gang has hijacked sever-
al vehicles on the roads it controls, kidnapping
American citizens and an undetermined number
of Haitian citizens. A spokesman for the US gov-
ernment said it was aware of the reports but
declined to provide any information. “The wel-
fare and safety of US citizens abroad is one of
the highest priorities of the Department of
State,” the official said. The missionaries and
their families were returning from a visit to an
orphanage about 30 kilometers (18 miles) east
of Port-au-Prince, a security source said.

In April, 10 people were kidnapped by 400
Mawozo in the same region, including two
French Catholic clergy members. One member
of that group, Michel Briand - who was released
after 20 days - told AFP that they had “been in
the wrong place at the wrong time”, believing
that the gang members had not planned their
abduction. Armed gangs, which for years have
controlled the poorest districts of the Haitian
capital, have extended their hold to other parts
of Port-au-Prince and its surroundings, sowing
terror with kidnappings.

More than 600 kidnappings were recorded in
the first three quarters of 2021, compared with 231
over the same period last year, according to the
Center for Analysis and Research in Human Rights,
a civil society group based in the Haitian capital.
Gangs do not hesitate to demand decades of
wages from the families of their victims, most of
whom are living below the poverty line.

The vast majority of women kidnapped by
criminal gangs are sexually assaulted, according
to human rights groups that have denounced
police inaction. Before the Saturday kidnap-
pings, professional associations and businesses
in Port-au-Prince had called for an indefinite
strike starting today to protest the growing cli-
mate of insecurity. For years, Haiti has been par-
alyzed by a deep political and economic crisis,
and the July assassination of President Jovenel
Moise plunged the Caribbean country into even
further turmoil. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: This undated handout photograph shows Parisian-born Turkish philanthropist
Osman Kavala speaking during an event in Istanbul. — AFP 

Vaccine stand-off
between US
mayor, police
hits courts
CHICAGO: A Chicago judge has
banned a police union president from
making public statements on the city’s
COVID-19 policy as a stand-off over
vaccine mandates sparked dueling
lawsuits. The dispute between mayor
Lori Lightfoot and police union head
John Catanzara has made the city the
latest flashpoint in a deeply polarized
debate over vaccines and whether
governments have the right to man-
date them.

Lightfoot sought and received an
injunction against Catanzara Friday
when the judge issued a 10-day
restraining order that bans him from
making statements that encourage
members not to report their vaccina-
tion status. The police union filed its

own lawsuit Friday against Lightfoot
and Chicago Police Superintendent
David Brown that seeks to force arbi-
tration over the matter. Like all city
employees, Chicago police officers
have been mandated to report their

vaccine status to an online portal by
midnight Friday. Those not vaccinated
will be subject to twice-weekly testing.

Those who refuse to disclose their
status have a few days’ grace to
explain themselves - but face being

placed on unpaid leave and eventually
fired. In two videos released this week,
Catanzara urged police officers to
ignore the order and risk loss of pay.
On Tuesday, he predicted that if a
large number of officers refused to be
tested or report their vaccinations,
Chicago would have a “police force at
50 percent or less for this weekend.”

Lightfoot responded by saying: “I
cannot and will not stand idly by while
the rhetoric of conspiracy theorists
threatens the health and safety of
Chicago’s residents and first respon-
ders.” She also said Catanzara was
“encouraging a work stoppage or
strike.” Both state law and the union
contract prohibits Chicago police from
striking. The union responded with a
tweet Friday saying: “President John
Catanzara has never engaged in, sup-
ported, or encouraged a work stop-
page.” Since issuing the mandate,
Lightfoot’s approach has softened.
Backing down from a rule that mandat-
ed vaccination for city employees, she
has since agreed to give the unvacci-
nated an alternative: twice-weekly
tests for the rest of the year.— AFP 

CHICAGO: In this file photo, a Chicago Police cruiser monitors the area outside the
Local Market Foods store in Chicago, Illinois. Up to half of Chicago’s police face
being placed on unpaid leave after refusing to disclose their COVID-19 vaccine sta-
tus, in a high-stakes game of chicken that comes as the US city grapples with a
surge in violent crime. —AFP

HAUTS-DE-SEINE: French President Emmanuel Macron (center) lays a wreath of flow-
ers near the Pont de Bezons (Bezons Bridge) in Colombes, near Paris. —AFP 

Macron condemns ‘inexcusable’
deadly Algerian massacre 

Heavy rain triggers 
landslides, floods 
in Kerala; 26 killed
TRIVANDRUM: The toll in floods in India’s south-
ern state of Kerala mounted to 26 yesterday as the
state witnessed torrential rainfall from Friday
onwards. Of the 26 deaths, 13 were reported from
Kottayam district, nine from Idukki district and four
from Alappuzha district. The National Disaster
Rescue Force (NDRF) and defense forces have
been pressed into rescue and relief operations in
the state where heavy rains since Friday triggered
landslides and floods.

Among the bodies recovered were those of three
children, aged eight, seven and four, who were
found holding on to each other, according to offi-

cials who visited the site. The officials said rescue
operators yesterday morning recovered five more
bodies from Koottickal in Kottayam district. The
bodies have not been identified yet. 

The Madras Regiment from Pangode military
station commenced the rescue operation at Kavali
village, 4 km away from Koottickal. The rescue team
consisted of about 40 personnel. Defense PRO said
a navy helicopter with relief materials was on its
way from INS Garuda towards rain-affected areas
in the state. Two Mi-17 helicopters are on standby
at the Air Force Station in Shangumugham, ready
for deployment in rescue efforts.

One column of army personnel from DSC centre
in Kannur, with engineering and medical teams,
arrived at Wayanad for rescue ops yesterday, the
defense PRO added. An engineering task force from
Bengaluru arrived in Mundakayam and Koottickal.
So far, three columns have been deployed by the
Army. During the operation, army personnel recov-
ered a huge quantity of gold and other expensive

accessories. These materials have been handed over
to the civil administration.

India’s Home Minister Amit Shah said yesterday
the government was monitoring the situation in
Kerala and has already deployed NDRF teams to
aid rescue ops in the rain-ravaged parts of the state.
“We are continuously monitoring the situation in
parts of Kerala in the wake of heavy rainfall and
flooding. The central government will provide all
possible support to help people in need. NDRF
teams have already been sent to assist the rescue
operations. Praying for everyone’s safety,” Shah
tweeted.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi took to Twitter to
say he had spoken to Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan about the flood situation. In a Facebook
post, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
relief camps have been opened in the disaster-
struck regions. He directed the authorities con-
cerned to ensure that the camps are functioning
adhering to COVID-19 health protocols. —AFP

THODUPUZHA: A car stuck in mud waters is pic-
tured after flash floods caused by heavy rains at
Thodupuzha in India’s Kerala state on October
16, 2021. — AFP 


