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KHARTOUM: Sudanese protesters take part in the second day of a sit-in demanding the dissolution of the transitional government, in the capital Khartoum yesterday. — AFP 

Sudan’s pro-army protesters rally 
Protesters demand the dissolution of interim government

Beirut blast activist 
resigns, many fear 
intimidation
BEIRUT: The spokesman for relatives of those
killed in last year’s Beirut port blast quit on
Saturday, following fears he had been intimidat-
ed into urging the dismissal of the lead investi-
gator in the case. Shiite movement Hezbollah and
allies have accused judge Tarek Bitar of political
bias in his probe into the August 4, 2020 explo-
sion that killed more than 210 people.

Tensions came to a boil Thursday when seven
people were killed in violence following a rally
organized by Hezbollah and its ally Amal
demanding Bitar’s dismissal. The shootout in
central Beirut kept many residents trapped
indoors for hours, reviving memories of
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war. In a complete U-
turn from his previous support for the investiga-
tor, Ibrahim Hoteit, a spokesman for the families
of the victims, called in a video circulated Friday
night for the judge to step down.

Many social media users worried that Hoteit,
whose brother was killed in the port explosion,
had been threatened. In the video, he is seen
glancing off camera as he speaks, in what some
charge could be a sign of him speaking under
duress. But Hoteit told AFP he had spoken only
for himself and denied having recorded the video
under any pressure. “The only pressure I came
under were the events of Thursday and the fear of
sliding into civil war,” he said. “I therefore decided
to step down as spokesman” for the families.

‘180-degree turn’ 
Other victims’ relatives, who still support

Bitar, said in a statement: “This position... does
not represent us at all.” William Noun, whose
firefighter brother died in the blast, told AFP that
he remained firm in his support and that Hoteit
“was without doubt pressured”. Lina Khatib, a
senior analyst at the Chatham House think-tank,
said the video was “alarming because it is a sud-
den 180-degree turn from earlier statements... in
support of the port probe”.

“In the video he appears to be under duress,”
she said, and the wording of the statement was
unlike his usual language. “All this suggests that
Hoteit issued the video statement because he felt
pressured to do so.” Top politicians subpoenaed
in the blast investigation have launched various
legal challenges against Bitar. But the latest court
rulings have allowed him to resume the probe,
which has been suspended multiple times. Bitar’s
predecessor, Fadi Sawan, was removed by a
court in February. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Hundreds of pro-military Sudanese
protesters rallied for a second day yesterday,
aggravating what Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok
called the “worst and most dangerous crisis” of the
country’s precarious transition. The protesters rally-
ing in Khartoum are demanding the dissolution of
Sudan’s post-dictatorship interim government, say-
ing it has “failed” them politically and economically.
“The sit-in continues, we will not leave until the
government is dismissed,” Ali Askouri, one of the
organizers, told AFP.

“We have officially asked the Sovereign
Council,” the military-civilian body that oversees
the transition, “not to interact with this government
anymore,” he added. The protests come as
Sudanese politics reels from divisions among the
factions steering the rocky transition from three
decades of iron-fisted rule by Omar Al-Bashir.
Bashir was ousted by the army in April 2019 in the
face of mass protests driven by the Forces for
Freedom and Change (FFC), a civilian alliance that
became a key plank of the transition.

The latest demonstrations, left undisturbed by
security forces, have been organized by a splinter
faction of the FFC. Critics allege that these protests
are being driven by members of the military and
security forces, and involve counter-revolutionary
sympathizers with the former regime. The protest-
ers have converged on the presidential palace

where the transitional authorities are based, shout-
ing “One army, one people” and demanding “a mili-
tary government”.

Poverty stricken Sudan has undergone dramatic
changes since the ouster of Bashir, who is wanted
by the International Criminal Court (ICC) on
charges of genocide, war crimes and crimes against

humanity in Darfur, where a conflict that began in
2003 killed 300,000 people. The United States
removed Sudan from its state sponsors of terrorism
blacklist in December 2020, eliminating a major
hurdle to much-needed aid and investment.

‘Scenario of a coup’
But domestic support for the transitional govern-

ment has waned in recent months amid a tough

package of IMF-backed economic reforms, includ-
ing the slashing of fuel subsidies and a managed
float of the Sudanese pound. The latest develop-
ments come after the government said on
September 21 it had thwarted a coup attempt which
it blamed on both military officers and civilians
linked to Bashir’s regime.

On Friday, Hamdok warned that the transition is
facing its “worst and most dangerous” crisis.
Hamdok’s Minister of Finance Jibril Ibrahim on
Saturday addressed the crowd demanding the res-
ignation of the government. The mainstream faction
of the FFC said the crisis “is engineered by some
parties to overthrow the revolutionary forces...
paving the way for the return of remnants of the
previous regime”. Jaafar Hassan, spokesman for the
FFC, called the pro-military sit-in “an episode in the
scenario of a coup d’etat”. 

Its aim, he told AFP, was “to block the road to
democracy because the participants in this sit-in
are supporters of the former regime and foreign
parties whose interests have been affected by the
revolution”. The demonstration heightens ten-
sions ahead of a rival rally planned for Thursday
by the opposite side, to demand a full transfer of
power to civilians. Hassan said the FFC organiz-
ers aim for “a demonstration of one million people
... to show the world the position of the Sudanese
people”. — AFP 

UK to beef up 
MPs’ security 
LEIGH-ON-SEA: Britain’s interior minister yester-
day said MPs’ security would be beefed up, after a
lawmaker was stabbed to death as he held a public
meeting with constituents, in the second such attack
in five years. Veteran Conservative MP David
Amess, 69, was talking with voters at a church in the
small town of Leigh-on-Sea, east of London, when
he was killed on Friday. 

The attack has spread fear among MPs, coming
just over five years after the similar killing of Labor
MP Jo Cox in the febrile run-up to the Brexit refer-
endum. Police have said they are investigating “a
potential motivation linked to Islamist extremism”.
The investigation is being led by Scotland Yard’s
Counter Terrorism Command.

Home Secretary Priti Patel has ordered a review
of security measures for lawmakers and told Sky
News that “we need to close any gaps” in security
provision for MPs, whose work includes regular
meetings with constituents, called “surgeries”. She
said that police and parliamentary authorities were
implementing “immediate changes and measures
that are actively being put in place, and discussed
with MPs”. This includes MPs sharing information
on their whereabouts with police. Close protection
at surgeries was also “in consideration right now”,
she added.

The Sunday Telegraph reported that uniformed
police were guarding some surgeries following the
attack, which prompted calls from some MPs for a
pause in face-to-face meetings. Police said late on
Saturday that detectives had until Friday to question
the suspected attacker after he was detained under
the Terrorism Act, which allowed them to extend his
detention. He has not been charged. British media,
citing unnamed official sources, identified the sus-
pect as Ali Harbi Ali.

Reports said he was a British national of Somali
descent who had been referred to Prevent, the UK’s
official counter-terrorist scheme for those thought to
be at risk of radicalisation. Ali is believed not have
spent long on the program, which is voluntary, and
was never formally a “subject of interest” to MI5, the

domestic security agency, said the BBC. The Prevent
program is currently under independent review. “We
want to ensure it (the Prevent program) is fit for pur-
pose, robust, doing the right thing, but importantly,
learning lessons,” Patel told Sky News.

‘Fast-paced investigation’ 
Detectives said they have been carrying out

searches at three addresses in the London area in a
“fast-paced investigation”. Police and security serv-
ices believe the suspected attacker acted alone and
was “self-radicalised”, The Sunday Times reported,
while adding he may have been inspired by Al-
Shabaab, Al-Qaeda-linked Islamists in Somalia.

Ali’s father, named as Harbi Ali Kullane and said
to be a former adviser to the prime minister of
Somalia, confirmed to The Sunday Times that his
son was in custody, adding: “I’m feeling very trau-

matized.” Patel nevertheless stressed to the BBC
that, “We have the best security and intelligence
agencies in the world.” The government stepped up
security for MPs following the 2016 murder of
Labour MP Jo Cox, 41, who was shot and stabbed
outside her constituency meeting near Leeds,
northern England.

House of Commons Speaker Lindsay Hoyle in
The Observer wrote that “we need to take stock”
and review whether security measures introduced
after Cox’s murder are “adequate to safeguard
members, staff and constituents, especially during
surgeries”. Tobias Ellwood, a Conservative MP who
tried to save a stabbed police officer during a 2017
terror attack near the Houses of Parliament, on
Saturday urged a temporary pause in face-to-face
meetings with constituents, until the security review
is complete. —AFP 

LEIGH-ON-SEA: Community Safety officers patrol near the scene of the fatal stabbing of British lawmaker David
Amess, at Belfairs Methodist Church in Leigh-on-Sea yesterday. —AFP 

Worst and 
most dangerous

crisis

BEIRUT: A Member of Lebanon’s Hezbollah move-
ment carries his gun during the funeral of some
of their members who were killed during clashes
in the Tayouneh neighborhood of the capital
Beirut’s southern suburbs. —AFP 


