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the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic took 

hold last year. 
While social distancing measures were lifted, the 

authorities said visitors must be fully vaccinated 
against coronavirus and must continue to wear 
masks on mosque grounds. Also, the Kaaba 
remained cordoned off and out of reach. Saudi 
Arabia announced in August it will begin accepting 
vaccinated foreigners wanting to make the umrah 
pilgrimage. The umrah can be undertaken at any 
time and usually draws millions from around the 
globe, as does the annual hajj, which abled-bodied 
Muslims who have the means must perform at least 
once in their lifetime. 

In July, only around 60,000 inoculated residents 
were allowed to take part in a vastly scaled down 

form of the annual hajj. The COVID-19 pandemic 
hugely disrupted both Muslim pilgrimages, which are 
usually key revenue earners for the kingdom that 
rake in a combined $12 billion annually. Hosting the 
pilgrimages is a matter of prestige for Saudi rulers, 
for whom the custodianship of Islam’s holiest sites is 
their most powerful source of political legitimacy. 

The once-reclusive kingdom began issuing 
tourist visas permitting foreign visitors to undertake 
more than just the pilgrimages for the first time in 
2019 as part of an ambitious push to revamp its 
global image and diversify income. Between Sept 
2019 and March 2020, it issued 400,000 of them - 
only for the pandemic to crush that momentum as 
borders were closed. 

But the kingdom is slowly opening up, and has 
started welcoming vaccinated foreign tourists since 
Aug 1. Saudi Arabia also announced that fully-inocu-
lated sports fans will from yesterday be allowed to 
attend events at all stadiums and other sports facili-
ties, reported SPA. It has also said that masks in most 
open spaces are no longer mandatory. Saudi Arabia 
has registered over 547,000 coronavirus cases and 
8,760 deaths. —AFP 
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 others in close contact... but lately we’ve been suc-

cessful in using a language that is being listened to,” he 
told AFP in his plush office in an upscale Cairo suburb. 
“This has been effective in some cases (of political 
prisoners) being re-examined,” he said. 

Forty-six prisoners were freed in July, including 
prominent activists such as rights lawyer Mahienour 
El-Massry. But as many as 60,000 political prisoners 
are serving time in Egyptian jails, according to human 
rights defenders. Sisi, a former army chief, became 
president in 2014 after leading the military ouster of 
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi a year earlier. 
Those jailed for criticizing the political status quo have 
included academics, journalists, lawyers, activists, 
comedians, Islamists, presidential candidates and MPs. 

But Sadat is less concerned about the conditions 
that led to their arrest than with securing their 
release. “There’s a lot of work that goes on behind 
the scenes in these security agencies where they 
undertake an examination of specific cases that 
we’ve raised, whether from a humanitarian or legal 
perspective,” he explained. 

With a portrait of his uncle, a Nobel laureate for the 
1979 Egypt-Zionist peace treaty, gazing down on him, 
Sadat was careful not to appear too critical of Sisi’s 
human rights record. He insisted that on-off pressures 
imposed by US President Joe Biden’s administration 

have not influenced Egypt’s willingness to improve its 
often condemned record on human rights. “I don’t 
agree that it (reform efforts) all stems from interna-
tional pressures or a new US administration, that’s not 
really appropriate to say,” he maintained. 

Sisi enjoyed a close working relationship with 
former US president Donald Trump who said the 
Egyptian leader was doing “a fantastic job in a very 
difficult situation”, in reference to counterterrorism 
and regional instability. But Biden kicked off his 
term this year by vowing no more “blank checks” to 
Sisi. However, with Cairo’s critical role in brokering 
a ceasefire between the Palestinian Islamist move-
ment Hamas and the Zionist entity after fighting 
broke out in May, ties with Washington have signifi-
cantly warmed. 

Leading an “International Dialogue” delegation 
comprised of lawmakers and media personalities to 
Washington last week, Sadat went on a “charm 
offensive”, according to one attendee of the meet-
ings. The dialogue included meetings with State 
Department officials, think tanks, policymakers and 
Egyptian activists. “Sadat’s not the boss. He is there 
as a figurehead or elder statesman,” the source, who 
preferred to remain anonymous, told AFP. “Maybe 
Sisi wants to get his DC invitation and this is the 
way,” the participant added. 

Sadat, who once mulled a presidential run in 2018 
against Sisi, describes himself as an “honest broker” 
and “messenger” but not the decision-maker. “We’re 
told by judicial officials that some inmates will be 
released after looking over their case files again. We 
then tell their families. That’s the process in a nutshell,” 
Sadat said. — AFP 
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With the US threatening to invade and topple the 

Taleban, he fled home to Morocco - and was promptly 
arrested. He says he does not have blood on his hands, 
but he has been in detention ever since. Morocco has 
had painful experiences with jihadism at home and 
abroad. In 2003, five suicide attacks killed 33 people 
and wounded scores more in the economic capital 
Casablanca. Fifteen years later, two Scandinavian 
tourists were murdered by IS-linked militants during a 
hiking trip in the High Atlas mountains. 

The security services have dismantled more than 
2,000 extremist cells and made over 3,500 arrests 
linked to terrorism since 2002, according to official fig-
ures published in February. Many cells busted in recent 
years have been linked to the Islamic State group, 
which seized a swathe of territory in Syria and Iraq and 
proclaimed a “caliphate” there in 2014. More than 
1,500 Moroccan fighters are known to have travelled to 
the area over the past decade, a security source said. 

But in 2015, Moroccan authorities launched 
Moussalaha as part of “a new approach” to detainees, 
said DGAPR official Moulay Idriss Agoulmam. The pro-
gram “includes monitoring the participants and helping 

those who express a need for guidance”, he said. It also 
includes studies on law and the economy, as well as a 
three-month psychological accompaniment. It has so 
far reached 207 detainees, including eight women. 
Around 116 have received royal pardons and been 
freed, while 15 have had their terms reduced. 

Mohamed Damir, another ex-detainee who had 
been sentenced to death in 2003 on terror charges, 
said many radicalized people “only realize they need 
to leave their extremist ideas once they find them-
selves alone” in a prison cell. The 47-year-old said he 
reached that point after seven years of prison. That 
began a long process to convince the authorities to 
help out convicts in a similar situation. 

In 2011, his sentence was commuted to 30 years in 
jail. Then he was released in 2017 after taking part in the 
first round of Moussalaha. Part of his re-education 
involved reading the works of philosophers Jean-
Jacques Rousseau and Voltaire, some of whose ideas 
“are not far from the spirit of Islam”. “I discovered the 
concept of the social contract, which allows everyone to 
live in peace, as we are obviously all different,” he said. 

After leaving prison, Damir joined an Islamic schol-
ars’ association in the town of Mohammadia that over-
sees the religious aspect of Moussalaha. Today, he is 
helping guide detainees through the program. “It’s not 
always easy,” he said. “Most of them don’t know much 
about the Islamic religion,” he said, adding that he uses 
religious texts to change their views. “I try to persuade 
them that they will not earn God’s favor by following 
the path (of violence).” — AFP 

‘Deradicalization’  
offers prisoners...

KUWAIT: Kuwait could soon take another big step 
towards returning to normal life as the government 
mulls lifting mask mandates outdoors and re-allow-
ing large gatherings for fully vaccinated individuals 
while the health situation in the country continues 
its drastic improvement since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Kuwait’s Cabinet is expected to discuss a report 
on returning to normal life during its weekly meet-
ing today, a local daily reported yesterday, noting 
that opening up some activities that are still closed 
could be on the table for 
discussion. Activities 
expected to resume are 
multipurpose halls, 
allowing gatherings and 
standing closer in 
mosques during prayers, 
in addition to allowing 
people to not wear 
masks in open places, 
Al-Qabas Arabic news-
paper reported quoting 
sources familiar with the government’s internal dis-
cussions. The report will touch on the coronavirus 
situation in Kuwait, drop in cases and deaths and 
ICU admittance. The ministers are also expected to 
deliberate a report on cases in schools and indica-
tors of the spread of infection, whose numbers indi-
cate they are not a cause for worry, said the sources 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet could also discuss a rec-
ommendation for issuing entry visas for foreigners 
from Nov 1 for all commercial activities. The same 
newspaper quoted a government source in a separate 

report who said that health authorities “were expect-
ed to accept this recommendation due to the stable 
health situation and the drop in the number of COVID 
cases in Kuwait.” The coronavirus emergency com-
mittee had previously agreed to allow granting visas 
for all activities related to food security. 

 
Booster shots 

In the meantime, Kuwait is expected to receive 
the first shipments of the Moderna and Johnson and 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine doses by late 2021 or 

early 2022, Al-Jarida 
Arabic newspaper report-
ed yesterday quoting 
informed sources. The dos-
es will also be used to 
administer booster shots to 
people fully vaccinated in 
Kuwait after they have 
been approved by the US 
Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for 
that purpose, the anony-

mous sources added. 
The number of new coronavirus cases reported 

by the Ministry of Health has dropped to below 
100 for well over a month with the number of 
cases under 50 for more than two weeks, while 
health authorities have managed to vaccinate 
over 80 percent of the population. The health 
ministry has reported on Saturday that only eight 
patients were being treated at intensive care 
units and just 20 are admitted at hospitals. The 
ministry reported only 39 new COVID-19 cases 
detected from 14,688 swab tests taken, in addi-

tion to a single coronavirus-related death on the 
same day. 

Several countries in the region have recently 
taken measures to ease COVID-19 restrictions 
after recording sharp drop in daily infections and 
a considerable development in vaccinations. 
Saudi Arabia began yesterday easing COVID-19 
curbs that include lifting social distancing and 

allowing full-capacity attendance at the Holy 
Mosques in Makkah and Madinah for those who 
have taken the full dose of vaccines. Authorities 
also canceled curbs on fully vaccinated people at 
closed venues, gatherings, transportation, restau-
rants and cinemas. Furthermore, masks are no 
longer mandatory at public open places while 
still imposed at closed venues. 

Kuwait inches closer to return to normal life
Cabinet mulls no masks outdoors; large gatherings for vaccinated

KUWAIT: This file photo taken on September 26, 2021 shows students arriving to school after in-person class-
es resumed in Kuwait. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Study to 
reopen entry 
visas Nov 1

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s decision to integrate women into 
its military fully complies with constitutional law, 
which does not discriminate based on gender, the 
country’s Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-
Ali Al-Sabah said yesterday. Kuwaiti women will be 
allowed to take up support roles that “befit their 

capabilities,” including healthcare services and other 
miscellaneous positions, the minister said amid talks 
with senior defense ministry officials. Kuwait last 
week said women will be allowed to enlist for military 
service, starting with non-combat roles, a move hailed 
as a tangible step towards gender parity. — KUNA 

Kuwait allowing army roles for 
women constitutional: Minister

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah chairs a meeting with senior defense 
ministry officials yesterday. — - KUNA

KUWAIT: A motorist was injured in a traffic 
accident on Ghazali Expressway yesterday 
morning. Farwaniya firemen responded and 
freed the injured man from his vehicle and 
handed him to paramedics. 

In other news, firemen fought two separate 
fires, one in a building for small projects in 
Siddiq Saturday evening, and the other in a 
small room at Sulaibiya Co-op. The fires were 
limited and no injuries were reported. Also, fire-
men put out a fire in a vehicle on Airport Road. 
The driver suffered minor burns and was hand-
ed to paramedics, Kuwait Fire Force said in a 
press statement.  

Man hurt in Ghazali 
Expressway accident

KUWAIT: This handout photo shows two vehicles 
involved in an accident reported on Ghazali 
Expressway yesterday. 
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KUWAIT: Two Filipino women reportedly died 
after allegedly consuming suspected Russian vodka 
in Kuwait. The two were rushed to Mubarak Hospital 
along with two male companions, who were also 
heavily intoxicated when brought to the hospital. 
According to a source who spoke to Kuwait Times 
on the condition of anonymity, the two men survived, 
although one is in critical condition.  

“Five of them participated in a drinking session 
on Thursday evening - two died and one is in criti-
cal condition. The other two are okay but are now in 

the custody of Hawally police,” the source said. 
When asked for confirmation, a Philippine Embassy 
official said it has received no such report so far, but 
added it will verify the incident. 

There were similar reports of deaths after 
allegedly consuming bootleg alcohol in Russia in 
recent weeks. Russian authorities said on Saturday 
they had arrested two people as part of an investi-
gation into the death of 18 people. At the beginning 
of October, at least 36 people died in the region of 
Orenburg after drinking bootleg alcohol containing 
methanol, which is highly toxic. 

There was no confirmation whether the alcohol 
allegedly consumed here in Kuwait by this group of 
Filipinos was similar to that consumed in Russia. 
Alcohol is strictly prohibited in Kuwait, and any for-
eign resident caught selling or consuming alcohol is 
sent to jail and eventually deported. Although the 
import and sale of alcohol is banned in Kuwait, 
police frequently arrest people in possession of 
alcoholic drinks they say they obtained illegally on 
the black market.

Two dead in Kuwait 
after consuming 
spurious alcohol


