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 News in brief

Climate change a double  
blow for oil-rich Mideast

Region hit by drought, wildfires • Temperatures rising in Kuwait, Gulf 
PAPHOS, Cyprus: The climate crisis threatens a 
double blow for the Middle East, experts say, by 
destroying its oil income as the world shifts to 
renewables and by raising temperatures to unliv-
able extremes. Little has been done to address 
the challenge in a region long plagued by civil 
strife, war and refugee flows, even as global 
warming looks likely to accelerate these trends, a 
conference heard last week. 

“Our region is classified as a global climate 
change hotspot,”  Cyprus President Nicos 
Anastasiades told the International Conference 
on Climate Change in the Eastern Mediterranean 
and Middle East. Home to half a billion people, 
the already sunbaked region has been designated 
as especially vulnerable by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change and the UN’s World 
Meteorological Organization. 

Yet it is also home to several of the last coun-
tr ies that  have not rat i f ied the 2015 Paris 
Agreement - Iran, Iraq, Libya and Yemen - weeks 
before the UN’s COP26 climate conference starts 
in Glasgow. When it comes to climate change and 
the Middle East, “there are terrible problems,” 
said Jeffrey Sachs, who heads the UN Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network. 

Laurent Fabius, the former French foreign 

minister who oversaw the Paris Agreement, 
pointed out that in this year’s blistering summer, 
“we had catastrophic  wi ldf i res  in  Cyprus , 
Greece, Turkey, (the Zionist entity), Lebanon”. 
“There were temperatures over 50 degrees 
Celsius in Kuwait, Oman, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq, Iran. We have drought in Turkey, water 
stress in different countries, particularly Jordan. 
These tragic events are not from a disaster 
movie, they are real and present.” (See Page 3) 

Al-Kharafi: ZainTech unifies Group’s ICT 
assets to offer extensive digital solutions

DUBAI/KUWAIT: Zain Group, a 
leading telecom pioneer in seven 
markets across the Middle East and 
Africa, announces the establishment 
of ZainTech, a new operating region-
al entity that unifies the Group’s ICT 
assets to offer a unique value propo-
sition, centered on a one-stop provi-
sion of comprehensive enterprise 
digital solutions and transformation 
services all under one roof. ZainTech 
will also incorporate NXN and Zain 
Data Park (ZDP) providing premium 
customer experience, local presence 
and support to enterprises and gov-
ernment clients across the region. 

The launch of ZainTech, a first among Middle 
East operators, was made during a ceremony held 
at GITEX 2021 in Dubai that was attended by Zain 
Group Chief Technology Officer, Nawaf 

Algharabally; Zain Saudi Arabia 
Chief Business and Wholesale 
Officer, Saad Al-Sadhan; and the 
newly appointed ZainTech CEO, 
Andrew Hanna and other distin-
guished business and telecom fig-
ures from across the region. 

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-
Chairman & Group CEO, said: 
“ZainTech is a major step in Zain’s 
‘4Sight’ strategy, signifying a vital 
development in our determination 
to transform Zain into a multi-core 
digital business. The new entity, a 
first among telecom operators in the 

Middle East unifies the Group’s ICT assets to offer 
comprehensive digital solutions and transforma-
tion services under one roof, also incorporating 
NXN and ZDP, both specialized ICT establish-
ments in their respective fields.” (See Page 8)

Zain Vice-Chairman and 
Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi 

Record virus cases in Russia 
 
MOSCOW: Russia yesterday reported a new 
record for coronavirus infections for a fourth day 
in a row, a day after the worst-affected country 
in Europe set a new death toll high. There were 
34,303 new infections and 997 deaths registered 
in the country over 24 hours, according to the 
official toll. On Saturday, Russia recorded 1,002 
deaths - the first time daily deaths hit the one 
thousand mark - and 33,208 new infections. The 
climbing COVID-19 statistics come as the 
nation’s vaccination drive is at a standstill and 
with few restrictions in place. — AFP 

Turkey in talks to buy F-16s 
 
ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
yesterday said Turkey was in talks with the 
United States to buy F-16 fighters after it was 
kicked off the F-35 program for purchasing a 
Russian missile defense system. Turkey is now 
seeking compensation for its ouster from the 
US-led program, including for a $1.4 billion 
payment it had made before its removal. 
Turkey’s purchase of F-16 jets from America is 
“of course linked to the F-35s issue”, Erdogan 
told reporters at an Istanbul airport before 
embarking on an Africa tour. — AFP 

Iran repulses pirate attack  
 
TEHRAN: An Iranian warship on Saturday 
repulsed an attack by pirates against two oil 
tankers that it was escorting in the Gulf of Aden, 
the country’s naval chief said. “Navy comman-
does were successful in repulsing this morning 
the attack by pirates against an Iranian commer-
cial convoy in the Gulf of Aden,” said navy com-
mander Admiral Shahram Irani, quoted on 
Saturday by the official IRNA news agency. “The 
destroyer Alborz was escorting two oil tankers 
when they were attacked by five pirate ships,” he 
said, noting that Iranian shots were fired, forcing 
“the attackers to leave the area”. — AFP 

MAKKAH: Worshippers pray shoulder-to-shoulder yesterday in the Grand Mosque for the first 
time since the coronavirus pandemic began. — AFP 

MAKKAH: The Grand Mosque in the holy city of 
Makkah in Saudi Arabia operated at full capacity 
yesterday, with worshippers praying shoulder-to-
shoulder for the first time since the coronavirus pan-
demic began. Workers removed floor markings that 
guide people to social distance in and around the 
Grand Mosque, which is built around the Kaaba, the 
black cubic structure towards which Muslims around 
the world pray. 

“This is in line with the decision to ease precau-
tionary measures and to allow pilgrims and visitors to 
the Grand Mosque at full capacity,” reported the 
official Saudi Press Agency. Pictures and footage 
yesterday morning showed people praying side by 
side, making straight rows of worshippers that are 
formations revered in performing Muslim prayers, for  
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Makkah Grand  
Mosque drops  
social distancing

CAIRO: The fate of dis-
sidents languishing in 
Egypt’s prisons has long 
been under scrutiny, but 
one veteran is leveraging 
his political prowess in a 
bid to have them 
released. Mohamed Al-
Sadat, 66, nephew of for-
mer president Anwar Al-
Sadat, the first Arab leader to strike peace with the 
Zionist entity, has long been a fixture of Egypt’s 
political scene. 

Now, he has become an unofficial negotiator 
advocating on behalf of figures imprisoned under 
the uncompromising administration of President 
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi. “Dialogue with the state’s 
institutions isn’t just a one-man job, there are many 
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Sadat’s nephew  
negotiates way  
out for prisoners

Mohamed Al-Sadat

RABAT: Saleh has been languishing in Moroccan 
jails for 19 years on terrorism charges, but he hopes 
to be freed soon thanks to a deradicalization pro-
gram. The former hardline Islamist, today a bearded 
prisoner in his 50s, said he once held beliefs that 
justified violence. “I believed Muslims had a duty to 
fight oppressive rulers who don’t apply Islamic law, 
and to attack states that fight Muslims,” he told AFP 
in the library of Kenitra prison, near Rabat. 

But those ideas were based on a literal reading of 
the Holy Quran and sayings of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) “that I wasn’t qualified to understand”, he 
says. Today, after passing through the North African 
kingdom’s Moussalaha (“Reconciliation”) program, he 
is hoping for a reprieve. The program, launched in 
2015 and led by Morocco’s DGAPR prison service 
with several partner organizations, aims to help terror 
detainees who are willing to question their beliefs. 

Saleh said his journey into radical Islam began 
after he emigrated in the 1990s to Italy, where he 
met an imam at a Turin mosque who belonged to 
Jamaa Islamiya, the Egyptian jihadist group that 
assassinated president Anwar Sadat in 1981. In 
2001, he left what he used to call “the country of the 
infidels” and moved with his family to Afghanistan 
under Taleban rule. But the Sept 11 attacks in the 
United States forced him to change his plans. 
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‘Deradicalization’  
offers prisoners  
route to freedom

KENITRA, Morocco: Saleh, a prisoner who has 
been languishing in Moroccan jails for 19 years 
on terrorism charges, sits in the library inside the 
prison of Kenitra on Aug 31, 2021. — AFP 

KUWAIT: A man cools himself during a heatwave in this 
recent file photo. — KUNA 


