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Five-star Liverpool go top

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s English midfielder James Maddison (right) fires a free kick into the defensive wall during the English Premier League football match between Leicester City and Manchester United at 
King Power Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester United succumbed 
to a first away league defeat for 30 games by los-
ing 4-2 at Leicester as Liverpool stormed to the 
top of the Premier League with a 5-0 demolition 
of Watford yesterday. Manchester City moved 
into second with a 2-0 win over Burnley, while 
Chelsea can move back to the top of the table 
when they travel to Brentford later in the day. 

But the focus will fall on United manager Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer after his side failed to win for 
the third consecutive Premier League game. 
United led at the King Power thanks to Mason 
Greenwood’s  spectacu lar  s t r ike , but  were 
quickly pegged back by Youri Tielemans’ dinked 
finish beyond David de Gea. A flurry of four 
goals in the final 12 minutes then condemned 
Solskjaer’s men to a first defeat on the road 
since January 2020. 

Caglar Soyuncu put Leicester in front before 
Marcus Rashford equalized on his first appear-

ance of  the season after  shoulder surgery. 
Straight from kick-off, United’s leaky defense 
was breached once more as Jamie Vardy 
smashed home and Patson Daka’s first Leicester 
goal  in  stoppage t ime 
sealed a much-needed 
win for  Brendan 
Rodgers’ men. 

 
‘No one better’ 

than Salah 
Roberto Firmino 

scored his first hat-trick 
since 2018 as Liverpool 
ran riot at Vicarage Road 
in Claudio Ranieri’s first 
match as Watford boss. But it was Mohamed Salah 
who again took most of the plaudits for another 
stunning solo goal to take his tally for the season 
to 10 in as many games. “In this moment it is clear 

that there is no one better than him,” said 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp of the Egyptian. 

Salah helped open the f loodgates with a 
defense-splitting pass that teed up Sadio Mane 

to score his  100th 
Premier League goal. 
F irmino would have 
been unavailable due 
to a late return from 
international duty but 
for  an in jury that 
forced him to withdraw 
from the Brazil squad. 
He tapped home his 
first goal from James 
Milner’s cross before 

half-time and took advantage of another open 
goal after Ben Foster parried Craig Cathcart’s 
attempted clearance. 

Salah left four Manchester City defenders 

trailing to score in a thrilling 2-2 draw before the 
international break and pulled off a similar feat 
before curling into the far corner. Firmino then 
completed the rout in stoppage time. City did not 
need to hit top gear to see off Burnley at the 
Etihad and remain one point behind Liverpool at 
the top of the table. 

Bernardo Silva and Kevin De Bruyne were on 
target either side of half-time for Pep Guardiola’s 
men. Wolves produced a miraculous comeback 
from 2-0 down with 10 minutes remaining to win 
3-2 at Aston Villa. Danny Ings and John McGinn 
had put the hosts in a commanding position at 
Villa Park. But Romain Saiss, Conor Coady and 
Ruben Neves handed Bruno Lage’s men a dra-
matic three points. Southampton got their first 
league win of the season thanks to Armando 
Broja’s goal to beat Leeds 1-0. Norwich remain 
winless and bottom of the table after a 0-0 draw 
with Brighton. — AFP 

Man Utd lose at Leicester • Man City too strong for Burnley

Salah scores stunner,  
Firmino hits treble,  
100th goal for Mane

MADRID: Ronald Koeman said 
yesterday Barcelona will have a team 
to win La Liga once their injured 
players have recovered. Barca sit 
ninth in the table ahead of a crunch 
week that includes league games 
against Valencia today and Real 
Madrid next weekend, with a 
Champions League match at home 
to Dynamo Kiev in between. 

Koeman suggested Sergio Aguero 
could be included in the squad to 
face Valencia, with the former 
Manchester City striker yet to make 
his debut for Barca due to a calf 
injury. Ousmane Dembele, Pedri, 
Martin Braithwaite and Ronald Araujo 
are also out while Ansu Fati has only 
just returned from a long-term knee 
problem. “Little by little we are get-
ting the squad we want,” said 
Koeman in a press conference. “We 
have had bad luck with injuries but 
when they recover we will have a 
team to fight for the league title.” 

Aguero played around 25 minutes 
and scored in a friendly against 
Cornella on Wednesday after return-
ing to full training earlier in the week. 
The 33-year-old joined Barcelona on 
a free transfer in June with the inten-

tion of playing with his Argentinian 
teammate Lionel Messi, only for 
Messi to move to Paris Saint-
Germain. “He has improved quite a lot 
recently,” said Koeman. “He lacks 
some match rhythm and physical 
sharpness but he will get this back by 
playing. It’s possible he will be in the 
squad tomorrow.” 

Fati also played in the friendly as 
he builds up his fitness after 11 
months on the sidelines. “We will 
decide tomorrow,” Koeman said on 
the chances of Fati playing against 
Valencia. “Every day he is better but 
he was out for a long time and it will 
take longer than weeks to recover 
that sharpness. We will play three 
games in the next few (eight) days. He 
will not be able to play all of them, 
that’s for sure.” 

Dembele is also training again but 
is further behind after three months 
out following knee surgery. The 
Frenchman is not expected to feature 
this weekend. Koeman’s future 
looked bleak after just one win in six 
matches but club president Joan 
Laporta said before the international 
break the Dutchman would continue 
in charge. — AFP 

Fully fit Barca can 
still win La Liga, 
says Koeman

NEWCASTLE: A new era beckons for 
Newcastle today when a packed St James’ 
Park will witness the Magpies’ first match 
since a takeover led by the Saudi sovereign 
wealth fund took control of the club. Amanda 
Staveley, one of Newcastle’s new directors, 
says the consortium’s ambition is to turn the 
struggling club into Premier League champi-
ons within the next decade. 

But there is a stark contrast between 
where Newcastle are ahead of Tottenham’s 
visit to Tyneside this weekend and where the 
Saudi Public Investment Fund (PIF) wants to 
take them. Newcastle sit second bottom of 
the table, without a win in their opening sev-
en league games this season. 

Steve Bruce will take charge of the 
1,000th match of his managerial career 
against Tottenham after he was given a 
reprieve on Friday amid speculation he was 
set to be sacked. However, a statement issued 
by Staveley suggested it remains a matter of 
when, not if, Bruce is dismissed. 

“Change does not always happen 
overnight — it demands time and that we fol-
low a carefully considered plan and strate-
gy,” she said. “Steve has been very profes-
sional in our dealings with him and he and his 
coaching team will take the team on Sunday. 
If we make any changes going forward, Steve 
will be the first to know.” 

Most Newcastle fans will shed no tears 

when Bruce’s time in charge comes to an end. 
A recent poll from the Newcastle United 
Supporters Trust found that 94 percent of 
fans wanted him to resign. Bruce’s continued 
presence is unlikely to sour a jubilant atmos-
phere among the fans. 

Thousands descended on St James’ Park 
when the takeover was finalized just over a 
week ago, celebrating the end of Mike 
Ashley’s miserable 14-year reign as owner, as 
well as the potential of becoming one of the 
most powerful clubs in Europe. 

“The most important thing for the fans is 
to see their team win a game and I know 
they’ll be right behind the players in an 
atmosphere which I doubt we’ll have wit-
nessed at St James’ Park in a long time,” 

Bruce said on Friday. 
Abu-Dhabi backed Manchester City and 

Qatari-owned Paris Saint-Germain have 
shown how huge investment from the Middle 
East can propel unheralded clubs into 
Europe’s elite. “If we only talk about football 
then in the long term, of course, we have to 
say that they are going to be a superpower,” 
conceded Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp. 

Liverpool are one of a number of Premier 
League clubs reportedly angered by the 
decision to give the takeover the green light. 
That may be borne solely out of self-interest, 
with the already fierce competition for the 
Premier League title and places in the 
Champions League set to become even 
tougher. — AFP

Newcastle in 
bid to become 
‘superpower’ 

NEWCASTLE: A pedestrian passes a Newcastle United football club-themed mural in 
Newcastle upon Tyne in northeast England on October 8, 2021. — AFP


