
PARIS: China was dropped from the Formula
One calendar for a third successive year on
Friday as a record 23-race schedule for 2022 was
released. “Due to ongoing pandemic conditions,
China will not be included on the 2022 calendar.
China will be restored to the calendar as soon as
conditions allow,” said a statement from govern-
ing body, the FIA. The Chinese GP at Shanghai
will be replaced by the Emilia Romagna Grand
Prix at Imola on April 24.

The 2022 season will start in Bahrain on March
20 and finish back in the Gulf at Abu Dhabi on
November 20. Next year’s schedule also continues
a steady growth in the number of events as interna-
tional sport emerges from the pandemic. In 2020,

there were 17 F1 races, which rose to 22 for this
year’s world championship.

Next season, Australia, Canada, Singapore and
Japan are all set to return after being axed in 2020
and 2021 because of COVID-19 and subsequent
health restrictions. A new race in Miami has also
been confirmed for May 8 as the United States hosts
two events with Austin penciled in on October 23.

“We are excited to announce the 2022 calendar
as we prepare to enter a new era for the sport with
brand new regulations and cars for next year that
are designed to create closer racing,” said Stefano

Domenicali, the president of F1.
“This season has been incredible so far with

great battles on the track, large audiences tuning in
and fans returning to the races after the impact of
the pandemic. We look forward to welcoming more
fans back next season and hope 2022 feels more
normal than the life we have all experienced in the
past two years.”

The 2022 season will finish three weeks earlier
than the 2021 edition to avoid a clash with the foot-
ball World Cup in Qatar which kicks off the day
after the Abu Dhabi F1 finale. There will be two
triple-headers and seven back-to-back races next

year, a tightly-packed schedule which could lead to
criticism from teams over stress levels for staff.

It also remains to be seen whether or not the
experiment with qualifying sprint races, intro-
duced this year, returns in 2022. A decision will be
made after the third and final sprint race at the
Brazilian GP from November 12 to 14, said the F1
Commission.

The 2022 season will also see the introduction
of new cars with redesigned aerodynamics to
allow drivers the chance to follow and overtake
with greater ease in a sport criticized for its often
processional nature. — AFP
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The 2022
Formula One 
calendar
March 20: Bahrain, Sakhir
March 27: Saudi Arabia, Jeddah
April 10: Australia, Melbourne
April 24: Emilia Romagna, Imola*
May 8: Miami, Miami**
May 22: Spain, Barcelona*
May 29: Monaco, Monaco
June 12: Azerbaijan, Baku
June 19: Canada, Montreal
July 3: Great Britain, Silverstone
July 10: Austria, Spielberg
July 24: France, Le Castellet
July 31: Hungary, Budapest
August 28: Belgium, Spa-Francorchamps
September 4: Netherlands, Zandvoort
September 11: Italy, Monza
September 25: Russia, Sochi
October 2: Singapore, Singapore*
October 9: Japan, Suzuka
October 23: United States, Austin*
October 30: Mexico, Mexico City
November 13: Brazil, Sao Paulo
November 20: Abu Dhabi, Yas Marina
* subject to contract
** subject to FIA circuit approval
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SHANGHAI: A boy looks at a Ferrari Formula 1 car displayed at a Ferrari store in Shanghai on October 14, 2021. — AFP

Season starts
March 20 in

Bahrain

China misses out on record
23-race F1 calendar in 2022

Shanghai race to be replaced by Emilia Romagna Grand Prix 

Altuve, Correa
propel Astros
to opening win
LOS ANGELES: Jose Altuve and Carlos
Correa homered in back-to-back innings
and the Houston Astros rallied to beat the
Boston Red Sox 5-4 on Friday in game
one of their American League
Championship Series.

Boston had seized a two-run lead with
a three-run third-inning led off by a home
run from Enrique Hernandez. The Red
Sox’s 3-1 advantage held up until Altuve
crushed a game-tying two-run home run
off Red Sox relief pitcher Tanner Houck
with two outs in the bottom of the sixth.

It was a 20th career post-season

homer for Altuve, who atoned for a third-
inning fielding error that allowed the Red
Sox to put up a run. “The key is to stay in
the game,” Altuve said of shaking off the
tough play.

Correa put the Astros ahead for the
first time since their one-run lead in the
first inning with a solo shot off Boston
reliever Hansel Robles in the seventh.
Correa knew the instant the ball left his
bat that it was out of the park, pausing to
watch for a moment before rounding the
bases. “I knew he was going to try to
pound me with the fastball up,” Correa
said. “And he left the changeup right there
and I just happened to catch it up front.”

The Astros added an insurance run in
the eighth inning when Altuve’s sacrifice
fly scored Yuli Gurriel to make it 5-3.
Gurriel was walked to open the inning by
Red Sox relief pitcher Hirokazu
Sawamura, who then gave up a single to

Chas McCormick and hit Martin
Maldonado with a pitch to load the bases.
He escaped the inning without further
damage, and the Red Sox pulled a run
back when Hernandez belted his second
home run of the night off Astros closing
pitcher Ryan Pressly.

But Pressly regrouped to record the
final three outs of the tense duel that last-
ed four hours and seven minutes and saw
the teams combine to use 16 pitchers.
Neither Red Sox starting pitcher Chris
Sale nor Astros starter Framber Valdez
completed three innings.

Hernandez did everything he could
for the Red Sox. Along with his two
homers — the first a towering 448-foot
blast off Valdez — he had a single and a
double. With the bases loaded and two
outs in the bottom of the second inning,
he came up with a spectacular diving
catch to end the frame. — AFP

HOUSTON: Jose Altuve #27 of the Houston Astros reacts to Carlos Correa #1’s home run
during the seventh inning against the Boston Red Sox during Game One of the American
League Championship Series at Minute Maid Park on Friday in Houston, Texas. — AFP

SALOU: Hyundai Shell Mobis World Rally’s driver Thierry Neuville of Belgium steers
his Hyundai I20 Coupe Wrc assisted by Martijn Wydaeghe of Belgium during the
second day of the Catalonia 2021 FIA World Rally Championship in La Juncosa del
Montmell, near Salou, on Saturday. — AFP

SALOU: Thierry Neuville continued to
control the Spanish Rally yesterday as
Elfyn Evans kept alive his chances of
catching Toyota team-mate Sebastien
Ogier in the title race. Neuville, who won
the last three stages on Friday, reeled off
all three on Saturday morning but said
after the final stage that he could have
gone faster. “I had a good stage,” he said.
“I was a little more careful in this one
there were a lot of cuts and I don’t want
to risk the punctures. Still struggling with
understeer. Without that we could have
been faster.”

Ogier, who entered the rally leading
Evans by 24 points in the standings, was
fourth in every stage. Evans finished
ahead of the Frenchman twice. “Not too
bad in here to be honest,” said Evans
explaining he was also having problems
cornering. “Still struggling a bit with the
car rotation. I just can’t get on the power
early enough and hold my line, so we
need to work on that.”

The Welshman stayed second and,
while he lost ground to Neuville, dropping
to 9sec back, he increased his advantage
on Ogier, who is third, to 23sec. Ogier had

another problem. With the Hyundais seem-
ingly growing stronger on the sweeping
asphalt roads, their Spanish driver Dani
Sordo, in fourth, closed to 0.2sec behind
Ogier with second place and a 6.1sec gain
on the final stage of the morning.

For Jari-Matti Latvala, the Toyota team
boss, the title battle between his two driv-
ers meant his glass was at least half full.
“Its always for the championship best
when the fight is decided in the final rally,”
he said after the morning stages, before
switching his attention to the team title,
where only Hyundai could catch Toyota.

“Looking like Neuville is running away,
which means the championship fight will
continue. Let’s hope we can get two cars
on the podium. That’s the most important
thing for the manufacturers’ champi-
onship,” said the Finn. — AFP

Neuville dominates Spanish 
Rally as Ogier loses ground


