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Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Lovers of literature and fashion, take
note: 400 articles of clothing and
accessories from Gabriel Garcia

Marquez’s wardrobe will go on sale in
Mexico next week, the family of the Nobel
Prize-winning writer said Friday. Titled “The
Wardrobe of Garcia Marquez,” the event
will mark the opening of a cultural center in
Marquez’s residence in southern Mexico
where the author of “One Hundred Years

of Solitude” lived and wrote for many
years.

The items that will go on sale were
selected by Marquez’s granddaughter
Emilia Garcia Elizondo, who will head the
future cultural center. “Gabo” - Marquez’
nickname - ”had favorite tailors and favorite
designers,” Garcia Elizondo said in a state-
ment. She added that some of the clothes
have “small vestiges of his life as a writer:

a jacket with a marker in a pocket, which
he used to autograph his books, or even
an ink stain.” The writer’s trademark tweed
jackets are also part of the collection. Items
that belonged to his wife, Mercedes
Barcha, will also be offered but the outfit
she wore when her husband received the
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982 will be on
display but not for sale.

The sale will kick off on October 20,

with the proceeds to be donated to a
foundation that helps children from indige-
nous communities in southern Mexico.
The titan of magical realism, Marquez
died on April 17, 2014 at the age of 87 in
Mexico City where the Colombian lived
part of his life. His wife died at the same
age on August 15, 2020. — AFP

The Golden Globes will go ahead
despite NBC’s decision not to broad-
cast the Hollywood award ceremony

over concerns about its record on diversity
and transparency, organizers said Friday.
The Hollywood Foreign Press Association-
which votes on the Globes and has been
under fire due to allegations of racism, sex-
ism, bullying and corruption-said winners
of the annual film and television awards will
be announced on January 9.

No details were given of how the
awards will be announced, or if any physi-
cal ceremony will take place. The presti-
gious Globes ceremony usually kicks off
Hollywood’s glitzy award season, and
draws a who’s who of Tinseltown A-listers
to a lavish and champagne-soaked cere-
mony. But NBC pulled the plug on the par-
ty in May, after major Hollywood studios
suspended their involvements with the
HFPA, and stars such as Tom Cruise and
Scarlett Johansson slammed the group. At
the time, Netflix and Amazon Studios said

they would not work with the HFPA until
more “meaningful” and “significant” reforms
were made to its ranks. — AFP

Bill Cosby sued 
in New Jersey 
over alleged rape

An actress has sued Bill Cosby alleg-
ing that the disgraced comedian
drugged and raped her in New

Jersey 31 years ago, US court documents
show. Lili Bernard said Cosby lured her to
the Trump Taj Mahal casino resort in
Atlantic City around August 1990 on the
pretext of meeting a producer he said
could help advance her career. Once in a
suite at the hotel, Cosby made her a sup-
posedly non-alcoholic drink and after con-
suming the beverage, Bernard said she
vomited and lost consciousness. She later
woke to find Cosby raping her, according
to the lawsuit filed Thursday.

Bernard said she lost consciousness
again and found herself “naked and alone
in an empty bathtub or jacuzzi in the bath-
room. “The next morning Cosby handed
Bernard money and walked her to a wait-
ing car which drove her back to New York,
the suit says. Cosby also “sexually assault-
ed, battered and drugged” Bernard “on

additional occasions,” and threatened to
sue her for defamation if she went to the
police, according to the court filing.

Bernard said she suffered psychologi-
cal, mental and physical trauma and is
seeking $125 million in damages. She
sued under a New Jersey law that gives
sexual abuse victims a two-year window
ending next month to bring civil claims
against their alleged abusers, irrespective

of when the abuse occurred. A spokesman
for Cosby said in a statement that New
Jersey prosecutors had closed an investi-
gation into Bernard’s allegations in 2015
without charging Cosby. “This is just anoth-
er attempt to abuse the legal process, by
opening up the flood gates for people, who

never presented an ounce of evidence,
proof, truth and/or facts, in order to sub-
stantiate their alleged allegations,” Andrew
Wyatt said.

“Mr Cosby continues to maintain stead-
fast in his innocence and will vigorously
fight any alleged allegations waged
against him and is willing and able to take
this fight to the highest court in these
United States of America.” Bernard is a
long-time Cosby accuser, one of several
women to say he sexually assaulted them.
Only one case was tried criminally, howev-
er, due to expiring statutes of limitations. A
US court in June overturned his conviction
for drugging and sexually assaulting
Andrea Constand at his Philadelphia man-
sion in 2004.

Pennsylvania’s state’s supreme court
ruled that he had been denied a fair trial
and released him after he had served
more than two years of his three-to-ten
year sentence. The court did not exonerate
him. Rather, it overturned the conviction on
a technicality. His release angered advo-
cates of the #MeToo movement. In August,
a Los Angeles judge ruled that a nearly
seven-year-old civil lawsuit alleging that
Cosby sexually assaulted Judy Huth in
1974 when she was 15 years old could
proceed. — AFP

In this file photo US actor Bill Cosby arrives
at court in Norristown, Pennsylvania to face
sentencing for sexual assault. — AFP 

In a hot and stuffy room in Hanoi, Tran
Thanh Thuc holds up a delicate silk
scarf and begins snipping it into tiny

pieces, ready to paste onto her works of
art. For four decades, Thuc has been
recreating Vietnamese landscapes
using vibrant shades of fabric cut from
scarves, traditional ao dai (a long split

tunic) — or whatever material she could
find during years of poverty in the
1980s. “At that time, I tried to look for
woollen string, velvet cloth or other very
simple pieces to make my first pictures,”
she says.

“Now sometimes I cut them from the
very beautiful silk scarves sent from my
friends abroad.” Often using hundreds
of thousands of pieces of cloth to shape

trees, rivers and patches of sky, the 61-
year-old artist doesn’t dare to cool her
home studio with fans or air condition-
ing, even in the boiling summers of the
Vietnamese capital. “If the fan is on, the
details will get blown away,” she says.
“So when I work, the environment is
tough... it’s just me and the fabric.”

For most of the years that Thuc has
worked with cloth, she has also kept a

day job as a civil servant and only had
time “to do what she loved” during the
night. But her fortune began to change
when an American collector bought a
work in 2000 and around a decade ago
she started to be invited to exhibitions
and her work began to sell. Now her
creations sell for between $1,000 and
$5,000 and she has taken part in shows
around Vietnam. “I am happy because

they help me to have a quite comfort-
able life and I’m free to do what I want,”
she says. “My works are a summary of
the passion and the beauty that I expe-
rienced after travelling across this
land.”— AFP

This photograph shows artist Tran Thanh Thuc posing amidst her artworks made from fabrics in her home studio in
Hanoi. — AFP photos

Artist Tran Thanh Thuc selecting a scarf with designs of the Eiffel Tower for an artwork in her home studio in Hanoi.

Artist Tran Thanh Thuc cutting a piece of fabric for an artwork.

Artist Tran Thanh Thuc cutting a piece of
fabric for an artwork.

Artist Tran Thanh Thuc (left) talking to a visitor about her artworks.

Artist Tran Thanh Thuc working on an artwork made from fabrics.


