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India fears Taleban fallout in Kashmir
Troops stage raids and battle Kashmir militants

SRINAGAR: Indian security personnel stand guard in this file photo, near the site where a man was shot dead by unknown gunmen in the Karanagar area of downtown Srinagar. — AFP 

SRINAGAR: As Prime Minister Narendra Modi set 
out his Taleban worries to world leaders this week, 
Indian forces staged raids and battled Kashmir mili-
tants who he fears could be emboldened by the 
Islamists’ victory in Afghanistan. Kashmir rebel 
shootings of civilians and police, raids by the secu-
rity forces on militant hideouts, and insurgent infil-
trations across the India-Pakistan ceasefire line 
have all increased in the Muslim-majority region 
since the Taleban overran Kabul on August 15. 

About 40 people have been killed in shootings 
and clashes in the two months since then in the 
Himalayan region, which has been divided since 
India and Pakistan became independent in 1947. 
Militants have targeted minority Hindu and Sikh 
civilians, while gun battles near the ceasefire line 
have also left soldiers and rebels dead. 

India has not openly blamed the Taleban takeover 
for the uptick in violence, but it has intensified 
patrols near Pakistani Kashmir and fortified some 
army camps, according to residents and security 
officials who spoke to AFP on condition of anonymi-
ty. Modi told a G20 summit in Rome earlier this 
week that international efforts were needed to make 
sure Afghanistan does not become a safe haven for 
“radicalisation and terrorism”. He has also raised 
India’s concerns with US President Joe Biden. 

In September, he told the UN General Assembly 
that no country must be allowed to use Afghanistan 
“as a tool for its own selfish interests” - a comment 
widely seen as a reference to neighboring Pakistan, 
the chief backer of the Taleban’s 1996-2001 regime. 
This time, Islamabad has 
stopped short of recog-
nizing the new Taleban 
government. Still, New 
Delhi accuses its arch-
rival in Islamabad of 
fuelling Pakistan-based 
militant groups Lashkar-
e-Taiba and Jaish-e-
Mohammad, which are 
blamed for many attacks 
in Kashmir. Pakistan 
denies the claim. 

 
Weapons and fighters 

India was a backer of the Soviet-puppet gov-
ernment in Kabul that was overthrown by 
mujahideen forces in 1992. In 2001 it helped the 
US-led forces that toppled the Taleban. And it was 
a major donor to the government that the hardline 
Islamists crushed in August. Afghan militants fought 
alongside Kashmir fighters in the 1980s and 1990s. 

About 20 Afghan “guest mujahideen” were killed 
and 10 were captured, according to a former 
Kashmiri fighter. 

India worries that weapons and fighters could 
again reach the region, over which it has fought two 

wars against Pakistan. “What 
we can say and learn from the 
past is that when the previous 
Taleban regime was in power, 
that time definitely we had 
foreign terrorists of Afghan 
origin in Jammu and Kashmir,” 
said India’s military chief of 
staff General MM Naravane. 
“So there are reasons to 
believe that the same thing 
might happen once again.” 

 
‘Oxygen to our movement’  

Protests are virtually impossible in Kashmir 
because of restrictions imposed by Delhi since the 
region’s semi-autonomous status was revoked in 
2019. But some in Kashmir have quietly welcomed 
the Taleban takeover of Afghanistan as a victory 
against the odds that they too can aspire to one 
day. “If they can defeat the world’s largest military 
power, we see a possibility that we too can win our 

freedom,” one businessman in the main Kashmir 
city of Srinagar told AFP, declining to be named. A 
former Kashmir militant who trained in Afghanistan 
in the 1990s and fought alongside Afghan 
mujahideen in Kashmir added: “The Taleban victo-
ry has already supplied oxygen to our movement.” 

Given India’s security clampdown on Kashmir, 
Naravane and other military chiefs are confident 
that Delhi can cope with any surge. But speaking 
on condition of anonymity, a senior security official 
in Kashmir said “there is some panic” inside the 
security establishment. Michael Kugelman, a South 
Asia specialist at the Wilson Centre in Washington, 
said Afghanistan’s new rulers could inspire 
“stepped up unrest” in Kashmir. 

Taleban officials have said they want to maintain 
trade and other ties with India, meaning that some 
kind of contact will have to be maintained. “The 
Taleban itself won’t agitate for unrest in Kashmir, 
but those it is aligned with likely will do so,” he 
said. Mosharraf Zaidi, a columnist and security ana-
lyst in Pakistan, said he saw no reason the Taleban 
would want to “deliberately agitate the Indian 
authorities”. Their victory, he believes, is more 
important for the signal it sends to “young Kashmiri 
boys and girls watching the images from 
Afghanistan”— AFP 
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NICOSIA: Nicosia said Friday it 
would revoke the citizenship of 45 
foreign investors and relatives who 
obtained a Cypriot passport through 
its disgraced citizenship-by-invest-
ment scheme, which collapsed last 
year under corruption allegations. 
The cabinet based its decision on an 
independent inquiry into the program 
that recommended looking into 
rescinding citizenships and other 
actions in 102 cases, government 
spokesperson Marios Pelekanos said. 
“The cabinet decided to launch the 
revocation process for 39 investors 
and six members of their families,” he 
said in a statement. 

Cabinet would be examining a fur-
ther six cases and monitoring another 
47, he added. Former supreme court 
judge Myron Nikolatos headed an 
independent committee that con-
ducted the inquiry into the issuing of 
so-called “golden passports” 
between 2007 and last year. The 
probe found there was “criminal and 
political” responsibility. “It is obvious 
the Cyprus Investment Program was 
operating between 2007 and 2020 
with gaps and deficiencies, an inade-
quate legislative framework and 
almost no regulatory framework,” 
Nikolatos had told reporters in June. 

A damning report said that 53 
percent of the 6,779 passports 
issued under the scheme were grant-
ed illegally, and pointed to a due dili-
gence vacuum and insufficient back-
ground checks. The Mediterranean 
island scrapped the passport scheme 

last November after the Al Jazeera 
broadcaster aired a documentary 
showing reporters posing as fixers 
for a fictitious Chinese businessman 
seeking a Cypriot passport despite 
having a criminal record. 

Parliament speaker Demetris 
Syllouris and an opposition MP were 
secretly filmed allegedly trying to 
facilitate the process. They later 
resigned, although both insisted they 
were innocent of any wrongdoing. Al 
Jazeera reported that dozens of those 
who applied for passports through 
the program were under criminal 
investigation, international sanctions 
or even serving prison sentences. The 
scheme attracted wealthy foreign 
investors seeking a passport from EU 
member Cyprus that would allow 
free travel and residence within the 
27-member bloc. 

Nicosia had long faced pressure 
from Brussels to reform the scheme 
over concerns it may have helped 
organized crime gangs infiltrate the 
European Union. Cyprus argued it 
had attracted necessary investment 
following the island’s 2013 economic 
meltdown. Nicosia issued thousands 
of passports under the scheme, 
allowing investors to acquire one in 
exchange for an investment of 2.5 
million euros ($3 million), netting a 
total of over seven billion euros for 
the state over the years. The 
European Commission had warned 
Nicosia over the passport scheme, 
launching a legal procedure against 
Cyprus that is still ongoing. — AFP 
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IRVINE: Former US president Bi l l 
Clinton will spend another night in hos-
pital, a spokesman said Friday, as he 
undergoes treatment for a reported case 
of  sepsis . “Al l  health indicators are 
trending in the right direction, including 
his  white blood count which has 
decreased signif icant ly. In order to 
receive further IV antibiotics he will 
remain in hospital  overnight ,”  said 
Clinton spokesman Angel Urena. Clinton, 
who led the United States from 1993 to 
2001, was admitted Tuesday evening to 
the UCI Medical Center in Irvine, south 
of Los Angeles. 

Urena said that Cl inton, 75, was 
responding well to treatment for a non-
Covid-related blood infection. The New 
York Times, quoting an aide, said the 
former president had been hospitalized 
after a urological infection developed 
into sepsis. Sepsis is an extreme bodily 
reaction to infection that affects 1.7 mil-
l ion people in America every year, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. It kills 270,000 
of those infected every year. 

“Infections that lead to sepsis most 
often start in the lung, urinary tract, skin, 
or gastrointestinal tract,” the CDC says 
on its website. “Without timely treat-
ment, sepsis can rapidly lead to tissue 
damage, organ fai lure, and death.” 
Photographs in US media showed his 
wife, former secretary of state and presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton, visiting 
the hospital. President Joe Biden said he 
had spoken to Clinton. “He seems to be, 
God wil l ing, doing well ,” Biden told 

reporters. At the hospital on Friday there 
was a small visible police presence, and 
a large group of reporters. 

 
Quadruple bypass  

It  was the latest  health scare for 
America’s 42nd president. In 2004, at 
age 58, he underwent a quadruple 
bypass operation after doctors found 
signs of extensive heart disease. Six 
years later he had stents implanted in his 
coronary artery. Known for a generous 
appetite that embraced fr ied foods, 
notably french fries, Clinton went clean 
and adopted a low-fat vegan diet. Since 
then he has lost substantial weight.  

The former governor of Arkansas was 
elected president at age 46, the third-
youngest president in US history. 
Garrulous, charming and well-read, he 
was a star for the Democratic Party and 
well-liked among fellow world leaders. 
He remained popular even after his sec-
ond term in the White House was marred 
by an affair  with the young intern 
Monica Lewinsky that snowballed into 
his impeachment for lying in relation to 
an investigation.  

But he stepped away from the lime-
light as his wife Hillary plunged into her 
own political career, winning election as 
a senator from New York and training 
her own sights on the presidency. 
Despite his  help, she lost  the 2008 
Democratic nomination to Barack 
Obama. In 2016 she won the Democratic 
nomination for president but lost the 
election to Republican Donald Trump. 

 
Criticism of Trump  

Bill Clinton meanwhile gave speeches, 
led his nonprofit, the Clinton Foundation, 
and helped raise money for the 
Democrats. In 2004 he published an 
autobiography, and in 2011 another vol-
ume on how to revive the economy. And 
since 2018 he has written two thrillers 

together with best-selling novelist James 
Patterson. He has made brief returns to 
the political stage, helping his wife and 
others during election campaigns, and 
traveling to North Korea in 2009 to 
negotiate the freedom of two Americans 
held by the North Korean regime. 

In January he and former presidents 
Obama, Jimmy Carter, and George W 
Bush, came together to condemn the 
January 6 attack on the US Capitol, 
directly accusing then-president Trump 
of inciting it and of spreading baseless 
lies. But Clinton has also fought to avoid 
being pulled into the type of scandal that 
dogged his presidency. His name sur-
faced in the sex traff icking scandal 
around late financier Jeffrey Epstein, 
with a former aide and a victim both 
saying Clinton had visited the Caribbean 
island where Epstein took underage 
women for sex parties. Clinton knew 
Epstein but denied ever having visited 
the island.— AFP  
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