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Photo of the Day

News in brief

KUWAIT: A picture taken by photographer Devajeet Datta (Instagram: @dattadevajeet) on January 24, 2021 shows sunrise over the beach at Messilah.
(To have your picture featured in the Kuwait Times’ ‘Photo of the Day’ section, please send your horizontal, high resolution and unedited photos to
local@kuwaittimes.com, along with the full name and Instagram account, in addition to a description showing the picture’s location and date taken)

Kuwait oil price up to $84.30 pb

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by
77 cents to $84.30 per barrel Friday as opposed
to $83.53 pb the day before, said the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday. As for
the Brent crude and West Texas Intermediate, the
global prices of both closed upward with the first
gaining 86 cents to reach $84.86 per barrel and
the latter going up 97 cents to reach $82.28 pb. 

Kuwait condemns Houthi attacks 

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait strongly con-
demned the continued Houthi attempts to threat-
en the security of Saudi Arabia, most recently the
attacks on the city of Jazan by a booby-trapped
drone and Bab Al-Mandab strait with explosive
boats, said Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry Friday. The
foreign ministry deplored the attacks as violating
international laws and reflecting Houthi militia’s
systematic and deliberate determination to
threaten maritime traffic and undermine regional
security and stability. The ministry affirmed
Kuwait’s support for all measures being taken by
the Kingdom to maintain its security and stability
as well as the safety of citizens and residents on
its territories.

Kuwait mourns blast victims

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait strongly con-
demned the attack that took place in Afghanistan’s
Kandahar mosque, causing a number of casualties,
said the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry in a statement
Friday. The statement also affirmed Kuwait’s firm
position against all forms of violence and manifes-
tations of terrorism. Kuwait expresses sincere
condolences to the victims’ families, wishing
speedy recovery for the wounded. 

KUWAIT: Sheikh Mubarak Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
received at the White Palace the Ambassador of the Federal
Republic of Germany to Kuwait Stephen Mobs. The meeting
was cordial, during which many common issues between the
two countries were discussed. Sheikh Mubarak said that
they discussed opportunities for developing the German-
Kuwaiti economic and investment partnership in all sectors,
including energy, construction, health, education, and tech-
nical training.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Mobs affirmed his country’s
keenness to develop its relations with the State of Kuwait,
especially in the economy field. “Kuwait’s stability, geo-
graphical location and its balanced policy encourages
German companies to invest more in Kuwait because we
consider Kuwait an important basis in the region’s growth,”
he said, adding that Kuwait is “a pioneer in investing in the
stable and sustainable German market.”

Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah said that Kuwait’s economic
position and its government’s policy based on balance make
the establishment and development of economic and invest-
ment relations distinct between the two friendly countries.
At the end of the meeting, souvenirs were exchanged.

Sheikh Mubarak discusses economic
relations with German envoy

NCM Investment
honors Pakistan
envoy, medics
KUWAIT: Vice-Chairman of NCM Investment,
Nasser Abdulmohsen Al-Marri, welcomed the Pakistani
Ambassador to Kuwait Syed Sajjad Haider at a dinner
ceremony in honor of Pakistani nationals including the
batch of medical and health cadres who arrived from
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

This initiative brought together Pakistani dignitaries
who have established a solid reputation in the business,
medical and other fields. Recognizing the importance
of the Pakistani community in contributing to Kuwait’s
economy, the invitation comes associating relations and
enhancing cooperation between professional cadres of
the two countries.

During the occasion, Marri stated, “I would like to
thank all Pakistani citizens in the State of Kuwait for
their talent, professional services and dedication to
work, as Pakistanis have always been known for their
love, sincerity, and faithfulness towards the work they
do. I, being always present in the labor market, saw a
lot of promising talents, bright minds and ideas from
Pakistani individuals whom I have worked with.”

Marri added, “During the period of my cooperation
and participation in many investments and mutual fund
projects between Pakistan and Kuwait, many organiza-
tions were formed. One of them is the Islamic Meezan
Bank, which now has more than 800 branches. At that
time, more than 18,000 job opportunities were created
in Pakistan, which was an achievement. We found that
Pakistan is ideal for investment and workforce there
has potential to achieve tremendous goals.”

Marri further indicated, “I would also like to com-
mend the efforts of the Pakistani embassy and commu-
nity members for the noble humanitarian role in organ-
izing regular blood donation campaigns throughout the
year. NCM Company always supports such events and
sponsors these noble efforts. It is essential to mention
that the newly arrived Pakistani medics have assisted in
efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19 in the coun-
try during the spike of infection.”

Meanwhile, Pakistani Ambassador Haider expressed
his views on the effectiveness of the bilateral relations
between the two countries, saying, “We are pleased
with the great love that the Pakistani people have for
the Kuwaiti people. The State of Kuwait embraces
about 100,000 Pakistani residents, and Pakistanis
residing in the State of Kuwait have considered it like a
second home for them.”

The Pakistani Ambassador continued, “I encourage
Pakistani residents in Kuwait to continue developing
their skills and constantly increase their knowledge and
participate in online training programs.” Marri and
Sajjad concluded the dinner with joint statements,
wishing God would perpetuate security, safety, and
stability for the two countries. 

EU Parliamentarians
optimistic about
visit to Kuwait
BRUSSELS: Participants in a webinar hosted by the
European Parliament in Brussels recently have
described Kuwait as a “ natural partner of the
European Union, the upcoming visit of an European
Parliament Delegation to Kuwait will strengthen bilat-
eral relations”. The Chair of the European Parliament’s
delegation for relations with the Arab Peninsula
(DARP) Hannah Neuman, who hosted the webinar,
praised the relations with Kuwait on both the parlia-
mentarian and diplomatic side. This was demonstrated
by the “recent successful “ visit of the speaker of
Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem to
the European Parliament, she noted.

“Our mission to Kuwait is supposed to further
enhance our bilateral ties with Kuwait parliament as
well to explore ways to re-enforce bilateral relations
between the EP and the Gulf Cooperation Council”,
stressed the German MEP. Geo-political issues, social
issues, women empowerment and climate change will
be topics for discussions during the meetings with

their Kuwaiti counterparts during the visit of the
DARP delegation, she noted.

Kuwait’s ambassador to the EU, NATO and
Belgium, Jasem Al-Budaiwi, said meanwhile that the
National Assembly of Kuwait is looking forward to
hosting the EP delegation, which will visit Kuwait from
2 till 5 November. “Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem is
expected to chair the Kuwaiti side during the inter-
parliamentary meeting with the EP delegation”, he
stated. The visit will include meetings with high rank-
ing officials, with organization dealing with women
empowerment and visit to a renewable energy plant
and cultural sites, Budaiwi noted. The EP delegation
will also meet NGO’s and human rights organizations
like they did when they last visited Kuwait in
December 2018, he added.

On other hand, Head of the Middle East, North
Africa, Arabian Peninsula and Iraq division in the
European External Action Service, the EU’s foreign
service Gabriel Vinals said, “Kuwait has been playing a
very important role as a bridge-building and goodwill
facilitator in the region and beyond.” “Kuwait is a nat-
ural partner of the European Union when it comes to
many regional and international endeavors”, stressed
Vinals. He expressed the EU’s desire to continue work-
ing with Kuwait to implement many programs with the
countries that offer plenty of opportunities for close
cooperation. — KUNA


