
KHARTOUM: Sudanese actors and intellectuals 
yesterday mourned the passing away of Kuwaiti 
film director Khaled Al-Siddiq who introduced 
Sudanese cinema to the world via the movie “The 
Wedding of Zein” in 1976, adapted from the nov-
el by Tayeb Salih. Sudanese actor Ali Mahdi, who 
had the starr ing role  in  “The 
Wedding of Zein” reminisced the 
late director’s cinema feats, prais-
ing him as a “friendly, even-tem-
pered and pat ient  person who 
had a wide general culture and 
greatly contributed to cinema”. 

Mahdi said Siddiq had left behind 
an impressive cinema mark in the 
history of TV directing, chiefly “Bas 
Ya Bahr” (The Cruel Sea), which 
was selected as one of the best 100 
Arabic movies. Not only did Siddiq deal with his 
cast in a highly civilized mode, but he also respect-
ed his audience so much, which showed that he was 
a genuinely unique man, he said. The Sudanese 
actor also highly commended him as having greatly 
contributed to unifying the Arab conscience and 
promoting cultural communication thanks to his 
amazing cinema works. Sudanese cinema produce 
Talal Afifi said he was so sad to hear about the 
passing away of the Kuwaiti cinema icon, voicing 
heartfelt and sincere condolences over his demise. 
He believed that the movie “The Wedding of Zein” 
had highlighted the possibility of film industry suc-

cess in Sudan, whether in view of theme, location 
or human capabilities. 

Ahmad Al-Sadeq, a Sudanese writer and academi-
cian, highly acclaimed the “very bald” initiative of the 
late Kuwaiti cinema icon to produce and direct the 
Sudanese film “The Wedding of Zein” in mid-1970s. 

“This was very 
clear as he picked 
a deep script like 
the novel ‘The 
Wedding of Zein’ 
by Sudanese nov-
elist Tayeb Salih, 
and then turn it 
into a visual 
work,” he boasted. 
He praised the 
movie as a “water-

shed” in the development of Sudanese film industry 
and an gateway for Sudanese actors to the world. 

The prominent Kuwaiti film and TV director 
passed away on Thursday at the age of 76, after a 
rich career in the domain of film and television 
directing. Siddiq is a pioneer of the Kuwaiti film 
scene who directed iconic movies such as the 1972 
Oscar-nominated film “Bas Ya Bahr” or “The Cruel 
Sea” in English, which was released in 1972 and 
nominated for the Best Foreign Language Film at 
the 45th Academy Awards. Siddiq’s major cinema 
works also include other key films such as “The 
Last Journey” and “Faces of the Night”. The late 

director received many international awards and 
honors, especially for his movie “Bas Ya Bahr”. His 

movie “The Wedding of Zein” won seven interna-
tional awards. — KUNA
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KHARTOUM: An archive photo showing Kuwaiti film director Khaled Al-Siddiq with “The Wedding of Zein” film 
star actor Ali Mahdi.— KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Public Authority of 
Manpower (PAM) honored Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH) for its pioneering 
role in providing field training opportu-
nities during summer holidays to a 
group of Kuwaiti students, thus affirm-
ing KFH’s continuous endeavor to 
enhance all activities related to the 
growth and development of the national 
factor and the calibers of the Kuwaiti 
youth in various ages and turn them 
into an effective working youth who 
can serve their country and society.  

The honoring which was received by 
KFH Chief Human Resources Officer 
Zeyad Abdullah Al-Omar, from the 
Deputy Director-General at the Public 
Authority for Manpower for National 
Labor Affairs Sultan Al-Shalani, has 
affirmed and reiterated the significant 
and continuous cooperation between 
the two sides. The honoring came on 

the back of KFH participation in the 
training of a group of students as part 
of a comprehensive and condensed 
program aiming to qualify them for 
working in the private sector or solely 
through business pioneering initiatives. 
Also, it aimed to train them on the mar-
ket mechanisms and encourage them to 
head towards self-employment accord-
ing to their capabilities. The training 
period which the students spent at KFH 
has developed and guided their skills, 
instigated their powers and deepened 
several administrative rules, models and 
applications that would help them to 
achieve success in their practical life.  

On this occasion, Omar reiterated 
KFH’s tendency to enhance and sup-
port government plans and policies, 
thus aiming to rebalance the distribu-
tion of national manpower to non-gov-
ernment business sectors. He indicated 

that the national factor has contributed 
and still contributes to the success of 
KFH through an integrated work team 
comprising highly dist inguished 
employees who are working relentless-
ly to develop skills, powers, and abili-
ties in various aspects of business and 
in different activities to achieve the 
aspirations and ambitions of KFH and 
its customers.  

Omar added that even though KFH 
has become the destination of most 
graduates who look forward to work 
therein and share its remarkable suc-
cess in various fields, yet youth and 
students training has acquired the same 
level of interest and appreciation from 
KFH management i.e., the recruitment 
process. KFH is fully convinced that the 
human factor is the main pivot of suc-
cess for any organization.  

KFH’s practices in the f ield of 
national human resources employment 
and training are considered as a signifi-
cant and strategic addition to the pri-
vate sector efforts in enhancing the 
state development project of the state 
by opening the field for the youth, 
refurbishing their experience, develop-
ing their practical skills and scientific 
abilities as per a high-level training and 

development program.  
The prizes and appreciations 

achieved by KFH’s affirm the success of 
its policies and efforts in the field of 
training and development. Also, they 
reiterate KFH’s keenness to attract 
Kuwaiti fresh graduates and recruit 
them after undergoing highly devel-

oped training sessions and programs 
e.g., Forsa Program for distinguished 
Kuwaiti graduates. The program is pre-
pared in accordance with the highest 
levels of global standards in the field of 
the development and growth of human 
capabilities to instigate youth energy 
and innovation. 

Manpower authority 
praises KFH’s role in 
recruiting national labor

KUWAIT: KFH Chief Human Resources Officer Zeyad Al-Omar is honored.
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House of Commons Speaker Lindsay Hoyle promised 

no “knee-jerk reactions” but told Sky News: “We will 
take further measures if we need to”. Tobias Ellwood, a 
Conservative MP who tried to save a stabbed police 
officer during a 2017 terror attack near the Houses of 
Parliament, on Twitter urged “a temporary pause in face-
to-face meetings” until the security review is complete. 

Labour MP Harriet Harman also urged greater pro-
tection for MPs, telling the BBC: “We cannot have the 
death of an MP being a price worth paying for our 
democracy.” Conservative MP David Davis, however, 

told Sky News that pausing meetings with constituents 
“would be the wrong thing to do”, calling them “critical 
to the operation of British democracy”. 

MPs and their staff have been attacked before, 
although it is rare. But their safety was thrown into 
sharp focus by Brexit, which stoked deep political 
divisions and has led to often angry, partisan rheto-
ric. Cox’s killer repeatedly shouted “Britain first” 
before shooting and stabbing the 41-year-old MP 
outside her constituency meeting near Leeds, north-
ern England. 

Amess was at the other end of the political spec-
trum and backed Brexit. A specialist police unit set up 
to investigate threats against MPs in the aftermath 
said 678 crimes against lawmakers were reported 
between 2016 and 2020. Most (582) were for mali-
cious communications, although other crimes included 
harassment (46), terrorism (nine), threats (seven), and 
common assault (three). — AFP 

Security review 
after British...

Continued from Page 1 
 
Not all the technical and logistical details of 

the new policy have been announced. But officials 
had previously outlined it, saying that vaccinated 
air passengers will need to be tested within three 
days before travel, and airlines will be required to 
put in place a contact tracing system. US health 
authorities have said that all vaccines approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration and the 
World Health Organization would be accepted for 
entry by air. 

At the moment, this includes the AstraZeneca, 

Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, Pfizer/BioNTech, 
Sinopharm and Sinovac vaccines. Earlier this week, 
a White House source said the land border opening 
would happen in two phases. Initially, vaccines will 
be required for “non-essential” trips - such as vis-
iting family or tourism - although unvaccinated 
travelers will still be allowed into the country for 
“essential” trips, as they have been for the last year 
and a half. 

A second phase beginning in early Jan 2022 will 
require all visitors to be fully vaccinated to enter 
the United States by land, no matter the reason for 
their trip. The new schedule means the land border 
restrictions, which had been set to expire on Oct 21, 
will have to be extended one more time before the 
new rules enter into force, the White House official 
indicated. Despite the strict border closures, the 
United States has not mandated vaccines for 
domestic air travel. — AFP 
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 not “overwhelmed” and prepared to take in the 

rising number of patients. 
Authorities have blamed Russians for the grow-

ing outbreak. Health Minister Mikhail Murashko this 
week pointed to their “behavior”, while Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said everything had been 
done to give the public the chance to “save their 
lives by getting vaccinated”. While several Russian-

developed jabs have been available for months, 
many people remain vaccine-sceptic. Independent 
polls show more than half of Russians do not plan to 
get a shot. 

“The main preventive measure that helps protect 
a person and helps to avoid a fatal outcome is vac-
cination,” Deputy Prime Minister Tatyana Golikova 
said on national television yesterday. In Moscow, 
residents in interviews yesterday questioned the 
efficacy of getting vaccinated. “How many people 
die per day from the flu or heart attacks or 
strokes?” said Alexei Kuznetsov, a 48-year-old 
entrepreneur, who added that he had not been vac-
cinated. “I do not really understand why this partic-
ular figure is causing such a serious stir.” 

Anna Nazarova, a 25-year-old anesthesiologist, 

Russia tops  
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The group, bitter rivals of fellow Sunni Islamist 

movement the Taleban, who swept back to power in 
Afghanistan in August as the United States and its 
allies withdrew, regards Shiite Muslims as heretics. 

UK-based conflict analysis firm ExTrac said 
Friday’s assault was the first by IS-K in Kandahar, 
and the fourth mass casualty massacre since the 
Taleban took Kabul. Researcher Abdul Sayed told 
AFP the attack “challenged the Taleban claims of 
holding control on the country. If the Taleban can’t 
protect Kandahar from an IS-K attack, how could it 
protect the rest of the country?” 

The killings triggered international condemna-
tion. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres con-
demned the “despicable attack” and demanded 
those using violence to restrict Afghans’ religious 
freedom be brought to justice. At the gravesides, 
mourner Gul Ahmad told AFP of his grief over his 
brother’s slaying: “He had two little children. He had 
a home to live in. He had everything. The pain of the 
loss cannot be described with words.” 

The all-male crowd brought body after body, 
shrouded in white sheets, as a dust storm was whipped 
up by the constant digging. “The world will remember 

this. The Islamic world will remember this barbarism, 
specifically the dignified people of Afghanistan,” 
warned another mourner, Muhammad Agha. Inside the 
mosque, after the blast, the walls were pockmarked by 
shrapnel and volunteers swept up debris in the ornately 
painted prayer hall. Rubble lay in an entrance corridor. 

In the wake of the explosions, Kandahar police 
chief Maulvi Mehmood said security for the mosque 
had been provided by guards from the Shiite com-
munity but that following the “brutal attack” the 
Taleban would take charge of its protection. 
Witnesses spoke of gunfire alongside the explo-
sions, and a security guard assigned to protect the 
mosque said three of his comrades had been shot as 
the bombers fought their way in. 

Sayed Rohullah told AFP: “It was the Friday 
prayer time, and when we were preparing I heard 
shots. Two people had entered the mosque. They 
had opened fire on the guards and in response the 
guards had also opened fire on them. One of them 
committed a suicide blast inside the mosque.” Other 
bombs were detonated in crowded areas outside 
the main building, he and other witnesses said. 

US State Department spokesman Ned Price 
said Washington condemned the attack and reiter-
ated a call for the “Taleban to live up to the com-
mitment it has made to counterterrorism, and 
specifically to taking on the shared threat we face 
from ISIS-K”. “We are determined to see to it that 
no group... can ever again use Afghan soil as a 
launching pad for attacks on the United States or 
other countries.” — AFP 

IS claims attack  
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within 400 km of their surfaces, and use its onboard 

instruments and large antenna to investigate their 
geology, including composition, mass, density and vol-
ume. The Jupiter Trojan asteroids, thought to number 
well over 7,000, are leftover raw materials from the 
formation of our solar system’s giant planets - Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. Scientists believe they 
hold vital clues about the composition and physical 
conditions in the protoplanetary disk from which all 
the Sun’s planets, including Earth, formed. 

They are broadly grouped into two swarms - the 
leading swarm is one-sixth a lap ahead of Jupiter 
while the trailing swarm is one-sixth behind. “One of 
the really surprising things about the Trojans, when 
we started to study them from the ground, is how dif-
ferent they are from one another, particularly with 
their colors,” said Hal Levison, the mission’s key sci-
entist. Some are gray, while others are red - with the 
differences indicating how far away from the Sun 
they might have formed before assuming their pres-
ent trajectory. — AFP 

NASA launches  
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