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Security review after British  
MP killed in ‘terror’ attack

Suspect arrested after fatal stabbing • Politicians stunned by highly public attack
LEIGH-ON-SEA, United Kingdom: The fatal 
stabbing of British lawmaker David Amess was a ter-
rorist incident with possible links to Islamist extrem-
ism, police said yesterday, as the government 
ordered a review of safety measures to protect MPs. 
Veteran Conservative MP David Amess, 69, was talk-
ing with voters at a church in the small town of 
Leigh-on-Sea east of London when he was stabbed 
to death on Friday.  

Police said they arrested a 25-year-old suspect 
and were investigating “a potential motivation linked 
to Islamist extremism”. The fatal stabbing has “been 
declared as a terrorist incident, with the investigation 
being led by Counter Terrorism Policing”, the police 
said in a statement, adding that the investigation is in 
the “very early stages”. 

Multiple UK media outlets, citing sources, report-
ed that the suspect was believed to be a British 
national with Somali heritage. The Sun tabloid report-
ed that the attacker stabbed Amess multiple times in 
the presence of two women staff, before sitting down 
and waiting for police to arrive. Police said they 
believed the attacker acted alone and they carried out 
searches at two addresses in the London area. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson visited the crime scene 
to pay his respects yesterday, laying floral wreaths out-
side the church with the leader of the opposition, 
Labour leader Keir Starmer in a rare show of unity. 
Johnson tweeted a photo of the note he left calling 
Amess, MP for Southend West since 1997, a “fine par-
liamentarian and a much loved colleague and friend”. 

Local residents including members of the Muslim 
community also came, heaping bouquets next to the 
police tape. Britain’s politicians were stunned by the 
highly public attack, which recalled the murder of a 

pro-EU lawmaker ahead of the Brexit referendum. In 
June 2016, Labour MP Jo Cox was killed by a far-
right extremist, prompting demands for action against 
what lawmakers said was “a rising tide” of public 
abuse and threats against elected representatives. 

Home Secretary Priti Patel on Friday ordered 
police across the country to review security arrange-
ments for all 650 MPs. “We will carry on... We live in 
an open society, a democracy. We cannot be cowed 
by any individual,” she told journalists after laying a 
wreath for her fellow Essex MP. 
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Amir returns after private visit

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is received by HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah after he returned home yesterday after a 
private visit abroad. National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and other senior officials were also present to 
welcome HH the Amir. — Amiri Diwan

LEIGH-ON-SEA: A photograph of Conservative 
British lawmaker David Amess is seen yesterday 
among floral tributes left at the scene of his 
killing at Belfairs Methodist Church. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States will 
reopen its land and air borders on November 8 
to foreign visitors fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, ending a more than 18-month ban 
on travel from much of the globe that separated 
families, hobbled tourism and strained diplo-
matic ties. The decision to ease restrictions was 
“guided by public health, stringent and consis-
tent”, said White House assistant press secre-
tary Kevin Munoz in a tweet on Friday 
announcing the new policy. He said the 
“announcement and date applies to both inter-
national air travel and land travel”. 

The new policy was quickly hailed by the 
European Union’s ambassador in the US, 
Stavros Lambrinidis, who called it “important 
and very welcome news” and said in a Twitter 
post that more details were expected to follow. 
In an effort to slow the spread of the coron-
avirus, US borders were closed after March 
2020 to travelers from large parts of the world, 
including the European Union, Britain and 
China, India and Brazil. Overland visitors from 
Mexico and Canada were also banned. 

The months of restrictions affecting hun-
dreds of millions of people helped fuel both 
personal and economic suffering brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Airlines for America 
said its members were “eager to begin safely 
reuniting the countless families, friends and col-
leagues,” adding “reopening of borders is 
essential for our nation’s economic recovery”. 
International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
chief Willie Walsh said that “for the millions who 
have been locked out of the US for up to 18 
months it is great news that the US will wel-
come fully vaccinated foreign travelers.” 
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MOSCOW: Medical staff carry a person on a stretcher at the COVID-19 
section of Kommunarka Hospital on Friday. — AFP 

KANDAHAR: Victims of a suicide bomb attack at a Shiite mosque are 
buried at a graveyard yesterday. — AFP 

MOSCOW: Russia yesterday record-
ed 1,000 deaths over 24 hours for the 
first time since the start of the coron-
avirus pandemic, with the country’s 
jab drive at a standstill and few 
restrictions in place. An official gov-
ernment tally showed 1,002 deaths 
and 33,208 new infections, setting a 
high for both fatalities and cases for 

the third day in a row. The surge 
comes with just 32 percent of 
Russians fully inoculated, according 
to official statistics published for the 
first time yesterday. 

A lack of tough restrictions has 
allowed the virus to spread 
unchecked, though a number of 
regions have re-introduced QR codes 
for access to public places. The 
Kremlin has avoided re-introducing 
major measures despite calling the 
vaccination rate “unacceptably” low, 
and saying authorities have to ensure 
“the economy continues working”. It 
also said Russia’s medical system was 
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KANDAHAR: Afghanistan’s Shiite 
minority buried their dead for the 
second Saturday in a row after anoth-
er suicide bomb attack on a mosque 
claimed by the Islamic State group. 
Religious authorities in the southern 
city of Kandahar told AFP the toll 
from Friday’s assault had reached 60, 

as hundreds of diggers opened row 
after row of graves in the dusty soil. 
The latest massacre came just a week 
after another IS-claimed attack on 
Shiite worshippers at a mosque in the 
northern city of Kunduz that killed 
more than 60 people. 

In a statement released on its 
Telegram channels, the jihadist group 
said two Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-
K) suicide bombers carried out sepa-
rate attacks on different parts of the 
mosque in Kandahar - the spiritual 
heartland of the Taleban - while wor-
shippers prayed inside.  
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WASHINGTON: NASA launched a spacecraft 
called Lucy on a 12-year mission to explore 
Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids for the first time yesterday, 
gathering new insights into the solar system’s for-

mation. The Atlas V rocket responsible for pro-
pelling the probe took off at 5:34 am local time 
(0934 GMT) from Cape Canaveral. Named after an 
ancient fossil of a pre-human ancestor, Lucy will 
become the first solar-powered spacecraft to ven-
ture so far from the Sun, and will observe more 
asteroids than any probe before it - eight in all. 

Lucy will also make three Earth flybys for gravity 
assists, making it the first spacecraft to return to our 
planet’s vicinity from the outer solar system. “Each 
one of those asteroids, each one of those pristine 
samples, provide a part of the story of the solar 

system, the story of us,” Thomas Zurbuchen, associ-
ate administrator of NASA’s Science Mission, told 
reporters on a call. 

Lucy’s first encounter will be in 2025 with aster-
oid Donaldjohanson in the Main Belt, between Mars 
and Jupiter. The asteroid is named after the discov-
erer of the Lucy fossil. Between 2027 and 2033, it 
will encounter seven Trojan asteroids - five in the 
swarm that leads Jupiter, and two in the swarm that 
trails the gas giant. The largest of them is about 95 
km in diameter. Lucy will fly by its target objects  
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