
TOKYO: He’s the “Frankenstein” taking baseball by
storm and following in the legendary footsteps of Babe
Ruth — but Japanese superstar Shohei Ohtani is still
humble enough to pick up litter. Ohtani this season
became Major League Baseball’s biggest star after a
breakthrough campaign with the Los Angeles Angels
and is a red-hot favorite to win an MVP award.

Not since Ruth a century ago has there been a base-
ball player capable of pitching and hitting on a regular
basis — most players do one or the other — with the
27-year-old Ohtani wowing fans with his skill on the
mound and dominance at the plate.

Time magazine named Ohtani among its 100 most
influential people of 2021 and former New York Yankees
star Alex Rodriguez said that Ohtani was already a more
complete player than Ruth. “If you were to Frankenstein
every unique talent into one player, you’d get Shohei
Ohtani,” Rodriguez wrote. But there is more to Ohtani’s
magnetic appeal than just sublime athletic ability. He

melts hearts with his megawatt smile and sunny disposi-
tion, always taking time to talk to fans and reporters.
Ohtani is unstintingly polite and regularly clears up rub-
bish from the Angels dugout. “I don’t want anyone,
including myself, to be hurt in preventable accidents,”
he recently explained to reporters.

Tokyo-based author Robert Whiting, who has writ-

ten several books on Japanese baseball, says that Ohtani
is “too good to be true”. “He doesn’t care about the
money that much,” said Whiting, author of the new book
“Tokyo Junkie”. “He’s a purist — he just wants to be the
greatest baseball player that ever lived and it’s just so
refreshing.”

National pride
Ohtani was a high-school prodigy from northern

Japan who initially wanted to skip the domestic league
and head straight to the majors. Instead, he signed with
the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters in 2013 and spent

five seasons there before joining the Angels.
Injuries hampered his first few years in the majors,

but he missed only four of his team’s 162 games in the
2021 season and hit 46 home runs — just two short of
the MLB lead. Despite his heroics with bat and ball —
including launching fastballs at over 100 mph — the
Angels missed out on the playoffs.

It’s no surprise that Ohtani’s every move is headline
news back in Japan and his achievements a matter of

national pride. “A lot of Japanese people are shy, and
that culture doesn’t always fit in so well,” 25-year-old
fan Akira Kioka told AFP outside Tokyo Dome — the
stadium where Ohtani once hit a ball so hard it got
stuck in the ceiling. “So it’s great that he has found his
place and that he’s so loved in a different country.”
Ohtani is not the first Japanese player to succeed in
MLB, with Hideo Nomo, Ichiro Suzuki and Hideki
Matsui all having made a big impact over the years.
But Whiting says Ohtani, who is 6ft 4ins (more than
190 cm) and weighs 210 pounds (95 kg), is changing
perceptions of what a Japanese athlete should look
like, and providing a “huge boost to national ego”.

“When you look at Ohtani, the image of the
Japanese as physically smaller or inferior people just
disappears,” Whiting said. “He’s set a new standard
for Japanese, and everybody feels really good about
it. He just makes people proud to be Japanese.”

Whiting believes Ohtani can keep playing for “at
least another 10 years”, and the player himself
thinks he can reach “higher levels” yet. “If I learn to
pitch with more confidence and perform consistent-
ly over a full year, I’m sure I’ll have a better season,”
Ohtani told reporters after the Angels’ final game of
the season. — AFP
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SEATTLE: Shohei Ohtani of the Los Angeles Angels looks on during the game against the Seattle Mariners at T-Mobile Park on
October 2, 2021 in Seattle, Washington. - AFP

BALTIMORE: Quarterback Lamar Jackson #8 of the Baltimore Ravens throws the game-winning touchdown pass against the
Indianapolis Colts during overtime at M&T Bank Stadium on Monday in Baltimore, Maryland. — AFP

Red Sox sting
Rays to advance,
Dodgers face exit
LOS ANGELES: The Boston Red Sox walked off the
top-seeded Tampa Bay Rays for a second straight
game to win their American League division series as
the defending World Series champion Los Angeles
Dodgers moved to the brink of elimination with
defeat to the San Francisco Giants on Monday.

Enrique Hernandez’s sacrifice fly in the bottom of
the ninth brought home Danny Santana to score the
winning run as the Red Sox clinched a 3-1 series
victory over last year’s World Series runners up. It
was a bitter finale for the Rays, who had battled
back from a 5-0 deficit to tie the game at 5-5 in the
eighth inning.

The Red Sox had roared into the lead in the bot-
tom of the third, with Rafael Devers blasting a two-
out three-run homer off Shane McClanahan. Alex
Verdugo then smashed a double off Fenway’s famous
Green Monster to score Xander Bogaerts for 4-0
before JD Martinez singled to send Verdugo home for
a five-run lead. The Rays’ finally got on the board in
the fifth inning when Austin Meadows ground out to
score Jordan Luplow and Wander Franco’s two-run
homer cut the deficit to 5-3 in the sixth. The Rays
leveled it in the eighth with hits from Kevin Kiermaier
and Randy Arozarena.

The Red Sox will play either the Houston Astros or
the Chicago White Sox in the AL Championship
Series for a place in the World Series. The Astros led
that series 2-1 before they played the White Sox yes-
terday in game four, which was postponed earlier
Monday due to inclement weather in Chicago.

Giants down Dodgers
In other playoff action on Monday, the reigning

World Series champion Los Angeles Dodgers slumped
to a 1-0 loss against the San Francisco Giants at Dodger
Stadium. Dodgers ace Max Scherzer suffered his first

loss since joining the club in August from the
Washington Nationals, and conceded the winning run
when Evan Longoria crushed a home run over center
field in the fifth inning.

Former Dodger Alex Wood struck out four through
4.2 scoreless innings, and the Giants relievers held firm
to bottle up the Los Angeles offense. Reliever Camilo
Doval produced a nerveless final two shutout innings for
the Giants, bagging the final six outs as the Dodgers
hopes of taking a lead in the best-of-five series wilted. 

In other playoff action on Monday, Joc Pederson
blasted a three-run homer as the Atlanta Braves beat the
Milwaukee Brewers 3-0 to take a 2-1 lead in their
National League division series. Pederson’s fifth-inning
shot deep into right field off Brewers’ reliever Adrian
Houser means Atlanta can now wrap up the series on
Tuesday with a home victory in game four at Truist Park.

Braves pitcher Ian Anderson laid the foundation for
the win, restricting the Brewers to three hits through five
scoreless innings with six strikeouts. The Braves bullpen
then finished the job, shutting down the Brewers bats
over the final four innings to seal victory.

It was another clutch home run for Pederson, who
was traded to the Braves from the Chicago Cubs in July.
The 29-year-old outfielder, a key member of the Los
Angeles Dodgers World Series-winning line-up last sea-
son, has hit 11 postseason career home runs, a knack of
delivering in the playoffs that has earned the nickname
“Joctober”. “He’s been in these situations a lot,” Braves
manager Brian Snitker said. “That guy’s got no heartbeat
at all — it’s like he’s on the playground. “He’s been in the
big moments and been on the big stage and performed
and other guys respect that. We’ve enjoyed having him
here.” — AFP

Jackson leads
comeback as
Ravens stun Colts
LOS ANGELES: Lamar Jackson threw for four touch-
downs as the Baltimore Ravens completed a dramatic
comeback to seal a 31-25 victory over the Indianapolis
Colts in overtime on Monday. Ravens quarterback
Jackson hit tight end Mark Andrews for two fourth
quarter touchdowns to tie the game and then found
Marquise Brown for the winning score in overtime to
complete a remarkable turnaround by the Ravens.

Baltimore, who improved to 4-1 with the victory,
had trailed 25-9 early in the fourth quarter against a
Colts team chasing only their second win of the sea-
son. But the Ravens rallied, with Jackson finding
Andrews with a short pass for a touchdown from five
yards out. Jackson connected with Andrews again for
the two-point conversion attempt to make it 25-17.

The Colts had the chance to make it a two-score
game once more on the next drive, but Rodrigo

Blankenship’s 37-yard field goal was blocked by
defensive end Calais Campbell to deny the score.
Jackson then launched an 11-play 75-yard drive that
ended with another short pass to Andrews for a touch-
down.

Another two-point conversion tied the game at 25-
25 with 45 seconds on the clock, but there was still
time for the Colts to attempt to snatch victory. But
although Wentz engineered an opportunity for a
game-winning field goal, moving the Colts to the
Ravens 29-yard line, Blankenship was unable to deliv-
er, as his 47-yard attempt drifted wide left.

In overtime, Jackson had little difficulty moving the
chains against a weary Colts defense, rapidly advanc-
ing 68-yards upfield before hitting Brown in the end
zone from five yards for the winning score. Jackson
finished with 442 passing yards and 62 rushing yards,
but the Ravens surprisingly fell short of setting a new
NFL record for consecutive rushing games of 100 or
more yards.

The Ravens had rushed for 100 yards or more in 43
straight games heading into Monday’s clash, matching
the mark set by the Pittsburgh Steelers between 1974
and 1977. But the team were restricted to just 86 yards
from 25 carries against the Colts on Monday as the
streak came to an end. — AFP

Raiders coach
resigns after
email revelations
LOS ANGELES: Las Vegas Raiders head coach
Jon Gruden resigned on Monday, as new allega-
tions of using misogynistic and anti-gay language
rocked the coach just days after he was accused
of racism. Gruden stepped down after meeting
Raiders owner Mark Davis earlier Monday soon
after fresh revelations engulfed the embattled
head coach.

“I have resigned as Head Coach of the Las
Vegas Raiders,” Gruden said in a statement on the
Raiders website. “I love the Raiders and do not
want to be a distraction... I’m sorry, I never meant
to hurt anyone.”

Gruden’s bombshell decision comes after a
tumultuous 72-hour period that began Friday
when the Wall Street Journal revealed the coach
had used a racist trope to describe players union
chief DeMaurice Smith. In the email, Gruden
referred to Smith as having “lips the size of
Michelin tires.” The language invokes imagery
long used in anti-Black caricatures.

The National Football League condemned the
email as “appalling, abhorrent and wholly con-
trary to the NFL’s values.” In comments to ESPN
at the weekend, Gruden said he was “ashamed” of
his language, and insisted he “didn’t have a blade
of racism” in his character.

But late Monday, The New York Times report-
ed it had reviewed several further emails by
Gruden in which he used anti-gay and misogynis-
tic slurs as he disparaged issues such as the emer-
gence of women referees to the drafting of a gay
player. Gruden coaches the only openly gay play-
er in the NFL, Raiders defensive end Carl Nassib,
who came out as gay in June.

In other emails reported by the Times, Gruden
derided players who protested during the playing
of the US national anthem, calling for them to be
fired. Gruden also used anti-gay slurs to abuse
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell over the
league’s efforts to reduce concussions.

The Times reported that the emails stemmed
from a separate workplace misconduct investiga-
tion, which did not directly involve Gruden. The
emails were sent to former Washington Football
Team president Bruce Allen when Gruden was
working as a studio analyst for ESPN. Gruden
returned to coaching with the Raiders in 2018
after a 10-year absence.

NFL Players Association executive director
Smith meanwhile said Monday that Gruden had
contacted him following the revelations. “I appre-
ciate that he reached out to me,” Smith wrote on
social media. “I told him that we will connect
soon, but make no mistake, the news is not about
what is said in our private conversation, but what
else is said by people who never thought they
would be exposed and how they are going to be
held to account.”

Smith said the email from Gruden and reaction
to it “confirms that the fight against racism, racist
tropes and intolerance is not over. “This is not
about an email as much as it is about a pervasive
belief by some that people who look like me can
be treated as less,” Smith wrote. — AFP

BOSTON: Enrique Hernandez of the Boston Red Sox celebrates with teammates after they defeated the Tampa Bay Rays 6 to 5
during Game 4 of the American League Division Series at Fenway Park on Monday in Boston, Massachusetts. - AFP

LAS VEGAS: In this file photo, head coach Jon Gruden of
the Las Vegas Raiders reacts during a game against the
Chicago Bears at Allegiant Stadium on October 10, 2021
in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP


