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A handout photograph released by the zoo ‘Parco Natura Viva’, shows Toby, the world’s oldest
white rhino, in its enclosure at the zoo in Bussolengo, near Verona, in northern Italy. —AFP 

Researchers say 
fossil shows humans,
dogs lived in Central
America in 10,000 BC

The fossil of a jaw bone could prove
that domesticated dogs lived in
Central America as far back as

12,000 years ago, according to a study by
Latin American scientists. The dogs, and
their masters, potentially lived alongside
giant animals, researchers say. A 1978
dig in Nacaome, northeast Costa Rica,
found bone remains from the Late
Pleistocene. Excavations began in the
1990s and produced the remains of a
giant horse, Equus sp, a glyptodon (a
large armadillo), a mastodon (an ancestor
of the modern elephant) and a piece of
jaw from what was originally thought to be
a coyote skull.

“We thought it was very strange to
have a coyote in the Pleistocene, that is to

say 12,000 years ago,” Costa Rican
researcher Guillermo Vargas told AFP.
“When we started looking at the bone
fragments, we started to see characteris-
tics that could have been from a dog.” So
we kept looking, we scanned it... and it
showed that it was a dog living with
humans 12,000 years ago in Costa Rica.”
The presence of dogs is a sign that
humans were also living in a place. “We
thought it was strange that a sample was
classified as a coyote because they only
arrived in Costa Rica in the 20th century.”

First of its kind 
The coyote is a relative of the domestic

dog, although with a different jaw and more
pointed teeth. “The dog eats the leftovers
from human food. Its teeth are not so deter-
minant in its survival,” said Vargas. “It hunts
large prey with its human companions. This
sample reflects that difference.” Humans
are believed to have emigrated to the
Americas across the Bering Strait from
Siberia to Alaska during the last great ice
age. “The first domesticated dogs entered
the continent about 15,000 years ago, a

product of Asians migrating across the
Bering Strait,” said Raul Valadez, a biologist
and zooarcheologist from the National
Autonomous University of Mexico. “There
have never been dogs without people,”
Valadez told AFP by telephone.

The presence of humans during the
Pleistocene has been attested in Mexico,
Chile and Patagonia, but never in Central
America, until now. “This could be the old-
est dog in the Americas,” said Vargas. So
far, the oldest attested dog remains were
found in Alaska and are 10,150 years old.

Oxford University has offered to perform
DNA and carbon dating tests on the sample
to discover more genetic information about
the animal and its age. The fossil is current-
ly held at Costa Rica’s national museum
but the sample cannot be re-identified as a
dog without validation by a specialist maga-
zine. “This dog discovery would be the first
evidence of humans in Costa Rica during a
period much earlier” than currently thought,
said Vargas. —AFP

Toby, the world’s oldest white rhino,
has died at the age of 54 in a zoo in
northern Italy, a spokeswoman for the

establishment said yesterday. “Nonno
Toby” (Grandpa Toby) passed away on
October 6, Elisa Livia Pennacchioni of the
Parco Natura Viva, a zoo near the northern
city of Verona, told AFP. “He collapsed on
the floor on the way back to his nighttime
shelter, and after about half an hour, his

heart stopped,” she said. Toby will be
embalmed and put on display at the MuSe
science museum in Trento, where he will
join Blanco, a white lion from the zoo who
died five years ago, Pennacchioni said.

White rhinos normally live up to 40
years when held in captivity, and up to 30
years in the wild, she said. Toby’s death,
which follows the passing of his female
partner Sugar in 2012, leaves the Parco
Natura Viva with one remaining white rhi-
no: Benno, aged 39. Toby was a southern
white rhino-only one of five rhino species
that are not considered endangered, with
an estimated population of around
18,000, according to the WWF. However,
there are only two examples left of the
northern white rhino subspecies who live
in Kenya, which are watched round-the-
clock by armed guards, the environmental
group says. — AFP

Undated photo released by Proyecto Xulo of a Costa Rican researcher showing a dog jaw fossil in
San Jose. — AFP photos

‘No Time to
Die’ wastes no 
time topping
US box office
“No Time to Die,” the latest

installment in the James Bond
movie franchise, shot straight

to number one in North America’s box
office on its opening weekend, netting
$55.5 million, according to industry watch-
er Exhibitor Relations. The United Artists
film, the last to feature Daniel Craig as
007, sees Ian Fleming’s spy hero dragged
out of retirement to face off against old
foes Blofeld, the criminal network SPEC-
TRE and Safin, played by Rami Malek.

Last week’s leader “Venom: Let there
Be Carnage,” was knocked down to sec-
ond place with a haul of $31.7 million,
making a total of $141 million for its first
two weeks. The Sony film stars Tom
Hardy as investigative journalist Eddie
Brock whose symbiotic bond with an alien
named Venom gives him superpowers.
Brock must stop serial killer Cletus
Kasady, played by Woody Harrelson, who
has broken out of prison after merging
with another alien. Third place was held
by “The Addams Family 2,” which brought
in $10.1 million. The animated feature by

United Artists follows the iconically creepy,
kooky, mysterious and spooky family as
they go on vacation.

In fourth position was Disney’s block-
buster “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings” which netted $4.3 million. The
film stars Chinese-Canadian actor Simu
Liu, Disney’s first Asian lead, as a former
assassin in the shadow of an evil father
(Hong Kong legend Tony Leung). Fifth
place was held by “The Many Saints of
Newark,” the Warner Bros prequel to cult

television series “The Sopranos,” which
took in $1.4 million in its second week.
That was followed by comedy action
movie “Free Guy” starring Ryan
Reynolds.

Rounding out the top 10:
7 - “Dear Evan Hansen” ($1 million)
8 - “Lamb” (1 million)
9 - “Candyman” ($710,000)
10 - “Jungle Cruise” ($215,000) 

— AFP 

US actor Rami Malek (right) speaks during the ceremony to honor British actor Daniel Craig
with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 

An auction catalogue is displayed during the New York press and public exhibition of the
‘Property From The Life And Career Of Amy Winehouse’ by Julien’s Auctions in New York.

Dresses are displayed during the New York press and public exhibition of the ‘Property From
The Life And Career Of Amy Winehouse’ by Julien’s Auctions in New York.

Heart-shaped sunglasses are displayed. Accessories including earrings, heart-shaped sunglasses and purse are displayed.

Hundreds of items that belonged to
late Grammy-winning artist Amy
Winehouse, including the dress

she wore during her final concert, are
going up for auction in the United States.
Auction house Julien’s will put the more
than 800 personal effects-which include
shoes, shorts, bras, books and records-
under the hammer in Beverly Hills,
California on November 6 and 7. They
went on display in New York on Monday
and are expected to fetch up to $2 mil-

lion total. The British soul diva died of
alcohol poisoning on July 23, 2011, when
she was just 27. “It’s very difficult when
you have to do an auction when you’re
working with the parents of their
deceased child,” said Julien’s executive
director Martin Nolan.

“It took them a long time to actually
come to terms and decide to let go, with
the realization that, of course, there are
fans and museums and collectors all
over the world that will want to own some

of these items, care for them, show them
at museums, keep her legacy and her
memory alive and at the same time raise
some money for the foundation,” he
added. The proceeds will go to the Amy
Winehouse Foundation, which supports
vulnerable young adults facing addiction.
Winehouse, who won several awards for
her 2006 album “Back to Black,” often
spoke of her personal experiences bat-
tling alcohol and drug addiction. The star,
clearly struggling, was booed at her last

concert in June 2011 in Belgrade. Her
tour was canceled and she died a month
later. The short, green and black dress
she was wearing, designed by Naomi
Parry, is expected to sell for between
$15,000 and $20,000. “That’s very icon-
ic. But all of these dresses represent
Amy-fantastic musician, songwriter, but
also a fashion icon,” said Nolan. — AFP 

Teens charged
over Australia
kangaroo
deaths

Two teenagers were
charged yesterday over an
alleged attack that left 14

kangaroos dead on Australia’s
east coast in an act labeled
“tragic and senseless” by animal
rescuers. The pair of 17-year-old
boys were arrested after locals
discovered the dead eastern
grey kangaroos, including two
joeys, near Batemans Bay,
about four hours drive south of
Sydney on Saturday morning,
police said. “It is a tragic and
senseless act that has left an
indelible mark on our dedicated
Mid South Coast branch volun-
teers who attended the scene,
as well as the local residents,”
wildlife rescue organization
WIRES said on Facebook.
Police said they found the dead
animals across two separate
areas near the beachside town.

A member of the public dis-
covered one surviving joey,
which was nicknamed “Hope” by
rescuers. “Surprisingly, she’s
doing incredibly well,” Mid South
Coast WIRES chair Janelle
Renes told national broadcaster
ABC. “When she got here, she
was pretty much lifeless.” “It
took about two hours to warm
her up and to see any real signs
that she was going to survive.”
The boys will face a children’s
court on November 22, charged
with recklessly beating and
killing an animal. — AFP

Costa Rican researcher
Guillermo Vargas

works on identification
documents of a dog

jaw fossil in San Jose.


