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Netflix has defended its decision to
screen a Dave Chappelle special
criticized as transphobic, as it

suspended employees who crashed a
virtual meeting in protest at the come-
dian’s show, media reported Monday.
The stand-up star has courted contro-
versy with “The Closer” in which he
asserts “gender is a fact,” and criticizes
what he says is the thin skin of the
trans community.

LGBTQ activists have lashed out over
the comments, with the National Black
Justice Coalition calling on streaming
service Netflix to remove the program,
and “Dear White People” producer
Jaclyn Moore vowing to boycott the plat-
form over “dangerously transphobic con-
tent.” But in a memo to staff, Netflix chief
executive Ted Sarandos said bosses did
not believe that Chappelle’s work
amounted to “hate,” and that the compa-
ny would not be removing the show
despite pressure from artists, according
to Variety, which obtained a copy of the
memo.

“Some talent may join third parties in
asking us to remove the show in the

coming days, which we are not going to
do,” Sarandos wrote, adding Chappelle
is one of the most popular performers
working today. “We don’t allow titles (on)
Netflix that are designed to incite hate or
violence, and we don’t believe ‘The
Closer’ crosses that line. “I recognize,
however, that distinguishing between
commentary and harm is hard, especially

with stand-up comedy which exists to
push boundaries.” Variety also reported
that three employees who crashed a vir-
tual meeting for executives in protest at
“The Closer” had been suspended.

The outlet said they included Terra
Field, a software engineer who identifies
as queer and trans, and who launched a
Twitter broadside last week over

Chappelle’s routine. “I work at @netflix,”
Field tweeted. “Yesterday we launched
another Chappelle special where he
attacks the trans community, and the
very validity of transness-all while trying
to pit us against other marginalized
groups.” Variety cited people familiar with
Netflix as saying the three were sus-
pended not for speaking out, but for
attending the virtual meeting uninvited.
Chappelle, 48, has been accused of
transphobia over previous Netflix spe-
cials.

In “The Closer” he is at pains to stress
that he does not hate transgender peo-
ple, and tells a long anecdote about a
trans woman comic, who he describes
as a friend, who came to his defense in
earlier entanglements with the communi-
ty. Last week as the controversy raged,
the comic received a standing ovation at
a sold out event at the Hollywood Bowl,
telling the audience: “If this is what being
canceled is like, I love it.”-AFP

French film
festival back
with a bang
in Hollywood
Hollywood’s French film festival

unveiled its line-up Monday, with
organizers hoping to capitalize on a

pandemic-sparked shift towards non-
English language programming in the
United States. The 25th edition of COL-
COA-the world’s largest festival dedicat-
ed to French film-will open with “Between
Two Worlds,” in which Oscar-winner
Juliette Binoche goes undercover to
expose the insecurity of the gig economy.
The film, which has a largely non-profes-
sional cast, leads a field of 55 movies and
series, as well as 19 shorts designed to
showcase the best in Gallic cinema.

“Contrary to what could have been
expected after all these months of lock-
down, this very eclectic and high-profile
program reflects the amazing number of
films actually produced in France during
the last two years,” Francois Truffart, the
festival’s executive producer and artistic
director, said. The raging COVID-19 pan-
demic forced the cancellation of last
year’s event, as audiences retreated
inside. But, says deputy director
Anouchka van Riel, the boom in non-
English language films and television dur-
ing lockdown is proof that there is a siz-
able market-and appetite-for things other
than Hollywood’s usual fare. “In a world
that had to shelter in place for a year due
to the pandemic, French stories went
global while individuals were isolated at
home,” she said, citing French-language
series “Lupin” and “Call My Agent.”

Continuing hits such as Netflix’s
smash Korean-language “Squid Game”
underline the point that audiences do not
find subtitles off-putting, says van Riel.
Other titles on offer this year include “Lost
Illusions,” writer-director Xavier Giannoli’s
adaptation of Honore de Balzac’s novel
of the same name, and “Onoda: 10,000
Nights in the Jungle,” the story of a
Japanese soldier who refuses to believe
World War II has ended and fights on for
decades. COLCOA, which stands for
“City of Lights, City of Angels”-the nick-
names of Paris and Los Angeles, respec-
tively-runs from November 1-7. — AFP 

In this file photo Comedian Dave Chappelle arrives on stage at the Kennedy Center for the
Mark Twain Award for American Humor in Washington, DC. — AFP 

Keira Knightley doesn’t want her
children to be “spoiled”. The 36-
year-old actress - who has Edie,

six, and Delilah, two, with husband
James Righton - is always happy to buy
new books for her daughters because
she gets “bored” hearing the same sto-
ries, but she is more reluctant to shower
them with toys. She said: “Toys, mine
aren’t allowed so much because we
don’t want them to be spoiled, but books
they want they are absolutely allowed. “I
think it’s also because I get too bored
reading the same ones.” The ‘Pirates of

the Caribbean’ actress admitted she
doesn’t get to read much at home
because her dyslexia means she needs
to be able to concentrate without distrac-
tion and her daughters don’t give her
many opportunities to do that. She told
the Daily Telegraph’s Luxury supplement:
“I’m dyslexic so I actually find reading dif-

ficult. I have to really concentrate - and I
have young children, so that’s impossi-
ble. “Mine don’t let me read at all. There
are so many ways to lie across a book
and they’ve found every single one of
them.” But Keira loves audiobooks as a
“way into” literature. She said: “‘Since I
was young, audiobooks have been my
way into literature, which was otherwise
largely closed to me. And now, with chil-
dren, I’m using them again. “At this stage
of my life the audiobook has become so,
so important to me.” However, the ‘Bend
it Like Beckham’ star admitted she can’t
secretly listen to stories in the way she
used to after cutting her hair. She said: “I
have been known to have the buds in my
ears and be looking after the children
and get very told off by my husband.
“Actually, I’ve just cut my hair off and it’s
annoying, I find, because everyone
knows if I have earbuds in.”

The 86-year-old actress discovered
her links to royalty - including a lady
in waiting in the Danish court - dur-

ing an appearance on the BBC series
‘Who Do You Think You Are? She reflect-
ed: “I had no idea about any of that. Or
even that we had any Danish connec-
tions but this I have found out is my
mother’s family and now of course I want
to explore it further. “And now I believe
there are Swedish connections too, this
may well prompt a visit there as well!”
During the episode, Judi also explained
why she was so determined to appear on
the BBC series, admitting that her moth-
er was a driving force behind the deci-
sion. The acclaimed actress - who has
enjoyed success on stage and on the big
screen - shared: “Not knowing anything
about my mother’s side of the family I
was very interested to find out more. I
know that we have the head of a unicorn
as our family crest and I was very inter-
ested to find out whether it had a motto
below it. “In the course of the program, I
found out about two family mottos but I’m
not sure if one of them goes with the uni-
corn crest. I would like to find that out.”
Asked if she was worried about discover-
ing any potentially unwelcome surprises
on the show, Judi replied: “I am sure that
investigating anyone’s past would have
parts that could surprise or even shock
you.  “The work that researchers do is so
thorough that there are bound to be
some surprises to be found. Naturally, I
was concerned about the possibility of
what I might be told.”

George Clooney thinks the US is in
“a state of denial” about climate
change. The 60-year-old actor

admits he’s not feeling “all that optimistic”
ahead of COP26, the UN’s climate
change conference, at the end of
October. He told Sky News: “There’s a
better chance [in Britain] than we’ve had
in the United States recently because our
Congress lives in a bit of a state of
denial. “It used to not be a political situa-
tion, Nixon used to do something about
this, quite honestly, so I’m disappointed
with the way and the direction that our
Congress has gone. “I’m hopeful that
more will be done here, I think some will,
but I’m not ... I’m not all that optimistic
about it - I don’t know. I’d like to be, I’m a
pretty optimistic guy.” Meanwhile,
George recently revealed he won’t run
for office because he wants to have a
“nice life”. The Hollywood star has been
linked with a political career for some
time but insisted it isn’t in his future
plans. Asked if he’d run for office, he
said: “No, because I would actually like
to have a nice life.” The ‘Tender Bar’ film-
maker - who has four-year-old twins Ella
and Alexander with wife Amal - plans to
scale back his work commitments while
he is still healthy  and can still “play bas-
ketball and do the things I love”. He
added: “I turned 60 this year and I had a
conversation with my wife and we were
working a lot, as we both do, and I said
we have to think of these as the halcyon
years. “In 20 years, I will be 80 and that’s
a real number. Doesn’t matter how much
you work out, what you eat, you’re 80
and so I said we have to make sure we
enjoy and live these years in the best
possible way.” 

Kim Kardashian West “loves” having
Kanye West’s support. The 40-
year-old star filed for divorce from

Kanye, 44, in February - but the celebrity
duo remain friends and she’s delighted
that the rapper has been so supportive of
her over recent months. A source told
People: “Kim and Kanye are friends, but
that’s it. She is still moving forward with
the divorce. “She loves having Kanye’s
support, though. They were not in a good
place around the time Kim filed for
divorce. She is so happy that things are
better now. It’s all very beneficial for the
kids.” Kim - who has North, eight, Saint,
five, Chicago, three, and Psalm, two,
with Kanye - hosted ‘Saturday Night Live’
over the weekend. And the brunette
beauty relished having the support of
Kanye and the rest of her family. The
insider explained: “Kim loved having her
family in NYC for ‘SNL’. They all thought
she did great. They are very proud of

her.” Meanwhile, Kanye is reportedly
planning to sell his 4,000-acre ranch in
Wyoming. The rap star has listed the
property - which is located near the city
of Cody - for $11 million, according to
People. The spectacular ranch offers
impressive views of the surrounding
Rocky Mountains and is situated around
50 miles from Yellowstone National Park.
Kanye - who is reported to have paid as
much as $14 million to buy the sprawling
ranch - is said to have renamed the prop-
erty Monster Lake Ranch. The ‘Jail’ hit-
maker has spent a lot of time in
Wyoming over recent years, with Kanye
having famously recorded his 2018
album, ‘Ye’, in the scenic state. And
Kanye intends to retain a presence in
Wyoming, with the chart-topping star still
owning another ranch in the town of
Greybull.

Handler’s
boyfriend Koy
is also her 
best friend

Chelsea Handler’s boyfriend Jo Koy
is also her best friend. The 46-
year-old star gushed about her

new boyfriend during an appearance on
‘The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon’,
explaining how their friendship has
evolved into a romance. She said: “I had
my friend Jo Koy who was in my life for a
very long time. He used to be in my old
show ‘Chelsea Lately’ and, he and I were
friends and he kept showing up and
showing up and showing up. I was like,

‘Mmmmm’. And then one day I just
looked at him and I thought, ‘Oh, that’s
my guy’. So he’s like my best buddy and
I also get to have sex with him. Fun
time.” The comedian started dating Jo,
50, earlier this year and confirmed the
news in a post on Instagram. Chelsea
explained that the last few years had
been “very discouraging” in terms of her
personal life, but she urged people who
are still looking for love to not give up
hope. She also reminded fans that
friends can eventually fall for each other.
Chelsea - who previously dated rap star

50 Cent - said: “I know, and I have to
say, if I fell in love at the age of 46, you
guys, I have hope for every person in this
world. “So anyone, if you have a friend in
your life that you think you’re not into or
not attracted to, just remember my story
and be open-minded. Because little
things can tap you on the shoulder and
then all of a sudden you see something
through a different lens. And, I mean, I
would never talk about a man likes this
unless I meant it.”

— Bang Showbiz

Lashana Lynch wants to see more
women leading film franchises. The
33-year-old actress - who stars in

the new Bond film ‘No Time to Die’ -
would prefer to see women lead their
own film franchises, rather than simply
have an actress replace Daniel Craig as
the next 007. Lashana - who also starred
in 2019’s ‘Captain Marvel’ - shared: “If we
constantly say, ‘Woman, you are now
taking over a man’s role’ instead of
establishing our own rightful position in
this space then we are not doing right by
our sex. “And we’re teaching our young
girls that we can only be a replacement,
that we are not good enough to have our
own space, which is bizarre to me and
also a real mind ... It’s a mind-mess that I
don’t want to teach my daughter, nor will
I. “I don’t know why we’re being so com-
placent in these conversations. I think it’s
lazy for us to think a woman can just take
over a role and feel like that’s good
enough.” Lashana - who was born in
London but is of Jamaican descent - also
insisted she hasn’t witnessed much
progress in her industry, despite the rise
of the Black Lives Matter movement and
other campaigns. Reflecting on the cur-
rent landscape and the supposed
progress in the film business, she told
The Independent: “I’m very, very reluc-
tant to use the word change because I
actually don’t see any. “I see a lot of
shifts. I see a lot of tit-for-tat responses to
things, responses to the spike in the
Black Lives Matter movement, conversa-
tions that happen around the headline
but, then, splat! Nothing happens. That’s
how I know real change isn’t happening
everywhere.”


