
PUYO: Birds chirp near a river in the Ecuadorian
jungle, five hours from the capital Quito, as Gregorio
Mirabal expresses fear for the 500 tribes that often
act as guardians of the Amazon rainforest and who
face attacks, and even death, as a result. Mirabel, the
head of the Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations
of the Amazon River Basin (COICA), calls on devel-
oped nations who will gather at the COP26 - the cli-
mate conference in Glasgow, Scotland-to collaborate
with indigenous people to protect the 8.4 million
square kilometers of the Amazon.

Mirabal is one representative of the 3.5 million
indigenous people of the Amazon, who live across
nine countries and territories-Brazil, Bolivia, Peru,
Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname
and French Guiana. A member of the Wakuenai
Kurripaco people, Mirabal, 54, says that 17 percent
of the forest has already been wiped out by oil and
mineral exploitation, as well as pollution and defor-
estation for agriculture and livestock.

The future of Amazon?
There are two scenarios: (one is the) apocalypse,

with no return. People will run out of oxygen, the
planet will warm up in 50 years, by two or even three
degrees. Life on this planet will not be possible if the
Amazon disappears. The other scenario (is) that our
children can bathe in this river, learn about what is
here, see the trees, the biodiversity, see this macaw
fly. This is the scenario we propose to the world if it
helps us protect 80 percent of the Amazon.

Is the damage reversible? 
If Amazon deforestation reaches 20 percent, it will

be very difficult to go back. The desertification, the
lack of water, the fires will devastate the Amazon. We
are at a turning point. The Amazon is being mur-
dered, its oil, its natural resources are being taken
away, and they don’t want to leave the forest alive.
They want to raze it. This is a cry from the forest, we
say enough is enough!

Why is it important?
It’s one of the largest reserves of fresh water on

the planet. It has the greatest biodiversity in the
world, which guarantees the balance of the climate.
Each tree generates clean air and collects the waste
that comes from other countries, from the pollution,
but for this we receive nothing. If (world leaders) do
not spend money on a missile but on the Amazon,
that is fine with us. But this funding must be global,
and distributed equally among the nine countries. But
there is no clear funding today in this sense. We don’t
know how much money has been invested in the

Amazon, if it gets here and when. The vaccine
(against COVID-19) still has not arrived in the com-
munities, and it has been two years since the pan-
demic broke out. If we depended on governments,
we would be dead already.

The greatest dangers 
The worst danger is our governments’ lack of

political will, which goes hand-in-hand with corrup-
tion, the non-enforcement of our rights. Developed
countries must consider the Amazon as a territory
that also supports them. We want to protect the
Amazon to protect humanity.

Amazon’s biggest enemies
The big banks of the planet are financing the

destruction of the Amazon by providing the
resources for oil exploitation and other forms of
predatory activities. It’s also up to our conscience to
stop consuming so much plastic, so much energy. We
do not realize that human beings have become the
worst enemy of nature and life itself. Brazil represents
almost 60 percent of the whole Amazon basin. With
President Jair Bolsonaro, deforestation, illegal mining
and the killing of our brothers and sisters have
increased. This is the worst government we have in
the Amazon basin.

Dangerous places 
Brazil and Colombia are among the most dan-

gerous places in the world if you’re a conserva-
tionist or indigenous leader. Then comes Peru. This
is because activists oppose oil, mining or logging
companies. In 2020, there were 202 murders in the
Amazon. The figure for 2019, which was 135, has
been exceeded.—AFP 
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News in brief

156 Yemeni rebels killed 

RIYADH: More than 150 Houthi rebels have
been killed in air raids south of Marib, a major
hotspot of Yemen’s civil war, the Saudi-led
coalition fighting the militants said on Monday.
Hundreds of Iran-backed rebels and military
have died in a resurgence of fighting for the
city, the internationally recognized govern-
ment’s last northern outpost. Thirty-three air
strikes were carried in the past 24 hours in
Abdiya district, leaving 156 rebels dead, the
coalition said. “The targeting process included
the destruction of eight military vehicles, and
casualties exceeded 156 terrorist elements,” it
said, quoted by the official Saudi Press Agency.
The coalition said the operations were carried
out “to protect innocent civilians in Abdiya”.
Seventeen pro-government fighters were killed
in the past few days in Abdiya, a military
source told AFP. The rebels rarely announce
casualties in their own ranks. — AFP 

Philippines storm kills 9

MANILA: At least nine people were killed and
11 others were missing after heavy rain across the
Philippines flooded villages and triggered land-
slides, authorities said yesterday. Severe Tropical
Storm Kompasu drenched swathes of the most
populous island of Luzon on Monday as it swept
across the archipelago nation towards the South
China Sea. Four people were killed in landslides
in the landlocked mountainous province of
Benguet, and one person drowned in the coastal
province of Cagayan, the national disaster
agency said. Seven people were missing on
Luzon island. “Eleven municipalities were flooded
but it subsided this morning,” Cagayan provincial
information officer Rogelio Sending said. Major
highways and bridges were flooded, he said, but
the water was retreating. The storm intensified
the southwest monsoon, sparking a flash flood in
a village in the western island province of
Palawan, leaving four people dead and the same
number missing. — AFP 

Violence escalates in Kashmir

SRINAGAR: Government forces killed five
suspected rebels in India-administered
Kashmir, police said yesterday, a day after mili-
tants shot dead five soldiers. It comes as the
restive territory - contested by nuclear-armed
neighbors India and Pakistan - is hit by a string
of civilian shootings, with seven killed last week
in attacks claimed by anti-India militant group
The Resistance Front (TRF). Police said the five
men were killed in two separate incidents in the
southern Shopian area of the Muslim-majority
region. Three of those killed were members of
the TRF, police alleged, saying one of them was
responsible for the death of a street hawker last
week.  Kashmir’s top army officer, Lieutenant
General Devendra Pratap Pandey, said the mili-
tary operations were not connected to the
civilian killings. “I would not like to connect
these operations with any of the events that
took place in Srinagar or elsewhere,” Pandey
told reporters. — AFP 

Floods in China kill 15 

BEIJING: At least 15 people have died during
unseasonably heavy rain and flooding in north
China’s Shanxi province earlier this month, local
officials said yesterday, after the normally dry
region received three months’ rain in one week.
The flooding hit the coal-rich landlocked region
during a nationwide energy crunch, and after
record floods killed more than 300 people in
central Henan province in July. At least 60 coal
mines in the province-one of China’s top coal-
producing regions-had temporarily closed due
to the floods, but now all but four have returned
to normal operation, local emergency manage-
ment official Wang Qirui said at a press confer-
ence. Wang said around 19,000 buildings were
destroyed by the extreme weather, with 18,000
others “seriously damaged”. “Fifteen people
died due to the disaster, and three people
remain missing,” he added. — AFP  

Storms force
HK to shutter
twice 
HONG KONG: Hong Kong (HK) bat-
tened down yesterday evening for the
second time in less than a week as an
approaching tropical storm prompted
forecasters to raise their alert level and
trigger safety measures. Tropical
Cyclone Kompasu-named after the
Japanese pronunciation of “compass”-
is the second major storm to threaten
the international business hub with tor-
rential rain and high winds in five days.

As of 0900 GMT it was 480 kilo-
meters to the south of Hong Kong
packing winds of up to 110 kilometers
per hour. Hong Kong’s Observatory
issued a T8 — its third highest storm
warning-at 5.22pm (0922 GMT),
although skies were clear at the time.

The order stopped ferries and many
bus routes from operating, although the
city’s subway system continued run-
ning. Schools had already sent students
home earlier in the day ahead of the
order, with many offices following suit.

On Saturday forecasters also
declared a T8 warning when the out-
skirts of another tropical storm,
dubbed Lionrock, pounded the city
with torrential downpours and high
winds. Although the epicenter of that
storm remained hundreds of kilome-
ters to the south of Hong Kong the T8
warning lasted for 22 hours, the
longest typhoon signal since 1978,
bringing some 460 mm of rain over
two days. Many residents were taken
by surprise at the ferocity of
Lionrock, which first began battering
the city with heavy rain on Friday.

One woman was killed on Friday
morning when some 30 stories of
bamboo scaffolding surrounding one
of Hong Kong’s many towering hous-
ing blocks collapsed in the high winds

and tumbled onto a winding hillside
road below. Hong Kong’s Observatory
came under fire for not issuing a T8
earlier, however forecasters said the
winds had not picked up to the speed

where such a warning was warranted.
The facility added that storms like
Lionrock were becoming harder to
predict and model for, partly because
of climate change. — AFP 

HONG KONG: A surfer falls on a wave brought by Tropical Cyclone Kompasu at Big
Wave Bay in Hong Kong yesterday. — AFP

WASHINGTON: As tensions flare
over Taiwan, China and the United
States are both trying to lay down
firm markers. A crucial question is
whether the nuclear-armed powers
know what level of pressure is just
right. Among the slew of disputes
between the world’s two largest
economies, Taiwan is often seen as
the only one that could bring hot con-
flict as Beijing considers the self-rul-
ing US-aligned democracy a province
awaiting reunification. This month, a
record number of Chinese airplanes
have entered the air defense zone of
Taiwan, whose defense minister
warned that Beijing would be able to
launch a full-scale invasion in 2025.

US allies have meanwhile stepped
up, with Japan resolutely backing
Taiwan, including its bid to join a
regional trade pact, and Australia
entering the new three-way AUKUS
partnership with the United States

and Britain widely viewed as a
response to a rising China. Oriana
Skylar Mastro, a fellow at Stanford
University and the American
Enterprise Institute, said that Beijing’s
flights were less about preparing a
near-term invasion than simply send-
ing a message. “This is to tell Taiwan
that no one can help them,” she said.
“Moves like AUKUS or Japan’s state-
ments on Taiwan-none of this is going
to change their strategic calculus.”

The United States switched
recognition in 1979 to Beijing but is
required by Congress to provide
weapons for Taiwan’s self-defense.
The arrangement has largely pre-
served the peace even if it annoys
Beijing. The risk of miscalculation
was recently laid bare by the top US
general, Mark Milley, who testified
that he called his Chinese counter-
part to make clear that former presi-
dent Donald Trump did not intend to

attack during his turbulent f inal
months in office.

President Joe Biden’s national
security advisor, Jake Sullivan, dis-
cussed Taiwan during a lengthy meet-
ing last week in Zurich with top
Chinese diplomat Yang Jiechi.

Asked afterwards in a BBC inter-
view if the United States was pre-
pared to take military action to
defend Taiwan, Sullivan said: “Let me
just say this-we are going to take
action now to try to prevent that day
from ever coming to pass.” — AFP 

TAIPEI: Taiwanese Air Force AT-3 jets fly over the Presidential Palace during nation-
al day celebrations in Taipei on October 10, 2021. — AFP 

PASTAZA, Ecuador: The President of the Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon River Basin (COICA),
Gregorio Mirabal, gestures as he speaks during an interview with AFP in Union Base, Pastaza province. —AFP 

As Taiwan tensions grow, US
and China seek right decibel

North Korea leader
Kim  blames US 
for tensions
SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has
blamed the United States for tensions on the
peninsula and accused the South of hypocrisy,
state media reported yesterday, as he opened an
exhibition showcasing his nuclear-armed coun-
try’s weapons. The “wrong judgment and acts” of
the US meant instability could not be resolved, he
said in an address to the “Self-Defense 2021” dis-
play, according to the official Korean Central
News Agency. 

Pyongyang is under multiple international sanc-

tions over its banned nuclear weapons and ballistic
missile programs, which have made rapid progress
under Kim. In 2017, it tested missiles that can
reach the whole of the continental United States
and carried out its most powerful nuclear explo-
sion to date. Pyongyang says it needs its arsenal to
protect itself against a US invasion.

Analysts say North Korea is seeking to normal-
ize its status as a nuclear power. The Biden admin-
istration has repeatedly stated that it has no hos-
tile intent towards Pyongyang, but Kim said: “Its
behaviors provide us with no reason why we
should believe in them. “I wonder if there is any
person or state who believes in its claim,” he
added according to KCNA, “and, if any, I am curi-
ous to know who they are.”

But he insisted that North Korea’s weapons were
for self-defense and not aimed at any particular
country. Pictures carried by state media showed

Kim at the exhibition in front of the gigantic inter-
continental ballistic missile (ICBM) revealed at a
night-time military parade last year. He was also
shown sitting smoking with senior officials and offi-
cers, with huge photo portraits of the leader in mili-
tary uniform hung in the exhibition hall.

His address came after North Korea in recent
weeks tested a long-range cruise missile, a train-
launched weapon, and what it said was a hypersonic
warhead. In 2018, Kim became the first North
Korean leader ever to meet a sitting US president at
a headline-grabbing Singapore summit. But the talks
process has been largely at a standstill since a sec-
ond meeting in Hanoi the following year collapsed
over sanctions relief and what Pyongyang would be
willing to give up in return. The Biden administration
has said it is willing to meet North Korean officials
at any time or place, without preconditions, in its
efforts to seek denuclearisation. — AFP 


