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 News in brief

Kuwait allows women  
to join military service

Women to initially serve in medical and support roles
KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday allowed 
women to register for military service 
as special officers, noncommissioned 
officers and personnel. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
issued yesterday a ministerial decision 
to open registration for Kuwaiti 
women to join national military serv-
ice, where applicants will serve in the 
field of medical and military support 
in the initial stage. 

“Kuwaiti women have proven their 
achievements in several fields, and 
accordingly approval was given for 
women to enter the military corps 
along with men,” he said. Sheikh 
Hamad added that the decision 
“comes from the role and responsibil-
ity of the Kuwaiti army in protecting 
the country and maintaining its secu-
rity and stability from any external 
danger, providing support to govern-
ment agencies to face any internal 
developments and to enable Kuwaiti 
citizens to join the honor of military 

service”.  
He stressed his full confidence in 

“the ability, possibility and willingness 
of Kuwaiti women to endure the hard-
ship of working in the army, and that 
they will succeed in this experience 
because they eagerly look forward to 
serving and protecting their country, 
defending its interests and maintain-
ing its security and stability”.  

Sheikh Hamad pointed out that in 
view of the competence and dedica-
tion of Kuwaiti women in their work 
by taking on engineering and medical 
jobs in various sectors of the ministry 
of defense, “this encouraged us to 
make this decision”. He recalled the 
heroic roles, tasks and actions of 
Kuwaiti women over the past years to 
serve and defend their country, par-
ticularly during the Iraqi occupation 
of Kuwait in 1990, as well as their 
contribution to addressing the coron-
avirus pandemic in cooperation with 
their medical colleagues.  
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KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile 
telecom operator in seven markets across 
Middle East and Africa, announced that 
the company’s Ordinary General 
Assembly met yesterday in Kuwait and 
approved the recommendation of the 
board of directors to distribute semi-
annual cash dividends of 10 fils per share 
for the first half of the current fiscal year. 
These cash dividends form part of the 
company’s commitment to distribute 
annual dividends of a minimum 33 fils per 
share annually that commenced in 2019, 
in a move described as unprecedented at 
the time.  

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO 
Bader Al-Kharafi said: “The dividend 
policy decision is one of the most impor-

tant taken by the company’s board. This 
step gave a clear indication to the 
strength of our financial solvency, and 
the company’s ability to execute on its 
strategic investment and financial plans. 
Moreover, Zain’s fintech aspirations are 
aimed at obtaining a digital banking 
license and be the first telco-led chal-
lenger bank across the Middle East.  

“Additionally, the semi-annual divi-
dend enhances Boursa Kuwait and Zain’s 
position on the world equity stage, 
enriching and stimulating investment, as 
the global investor community considers 
it a key factor when determining invest-
ment destinations, given interim divi-
dends reflect favorable operational per-
formance.” (See Page 8) 

Bader Al-Kharafi: Zain’s fintech aims to be the 
first telco-led digital bank across Middle East

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO 
Bader Al-Kharafi

PAM chief referred to investigation 
 
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Abdullah Al-Salman referred Public Authority 
for Manpower Director Ahmad Al-Mousa for 
investigation after he issued a decision to halt 
the renewal of visas of residents aged 60 and 
older who do not have a university degree - a 
decision that has since been scrapped by the 
fatwa and legislation department. — Al-Qabas

Jordan inks water deal 
 
JERUSALEM: The Zionist entity formally 
agreed yesterday to double the amount of 
freshwater it provides to neighboring Jordan, 
one of the world’s most water-deficient nations. 
The two countries announced in July that the 
Zionist entity would sell 50 million cu m of 
water a year to Jordan, doubling what it already 
supplies according to the terms of a peace deal 
from the 1990s. — AFP 

Georgieva keeps IMF top job 
 
WASHINGTON: Kristalina 
Georgieva was secured in 
her job at the helm of the 
International Monetary 
Fund yesterday, after the 
Washington-based crisis 
lender’s board reaffirmed its 
confidence in the scandal-
hit Bulgarian economist. An 
investigation at the request of the ethics committee 
of the World Bank had concluded that Georgieva 
had manipulated data in favor of China while at the 
global body. —  AFP (See Page 8)

Somalia gets most of sea zone  
 
THE HAGUE: The UN’s top court awarded 
Somalia control of most of a potentially oil- and 
gas-rich chunk of the Indian Ocean after a bit-
ter legal battle with neighboring Kenya over 
their sea border. The International Court of 
Justice ruled there was “no agreed maritime 
boundary” and drew a new border close to the 
one claimed by Somalia, although Kenya kept a 
part of the 100,000-sq-km area. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MP 
Hisham Al-Saleh 
yesterday filed to 
grill Health Minister 
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah over alleged 
failure to handle 
the coronavirus 
crisis despite a 
resounding success 
by the minister that 
cut the number of 
new cases to only a handful. Saleh, a 
pro-government lawmaker, made the 
surprising move as the government and 
opposition MPs are locked in a high-
profile national dialogue to hammer out 
political disputes that have paralyzed 

the country since last December’s polls. 
National Assembly Speaker 

Marzouq Al-Ghanem said he received 
the grilling, which will be listed on the 
agenda of the first session later this 
month when the new term starts. In his 
grilling, MP Saleh claimed that the min-
ister endangered the country’s health 
security by allowing the entry of scores 
of residents during the coronavirus 
pandemic. He also accused the minister 
of being responsible for the high cost 
of PCR tests and ordering the unneces-
sary closure of private health facilities. 

Saleh also accused the minister of 
not being transparent, claiming the 
ministry has announced the death of 
only 934 people due to the 
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MP files to grill health  
minister despite success  
in fighting coronavirus

KUWAIT: The interior ministry has 
decided to suspend crackdowns on 
residency law violators and abscon-
ders until further notice due to over-
crowding at the deportation center 
and limited flights, a local daily 
reported yesterday. The decision 

comes to maintain the health situation 
in the country and avoid the spread of 
diseases - particularly COVID-19 - 
among detainees, Al-Qabas Arabic 
newspaper reported, quoting sources 
familiar with the information.  
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Kuwait halts crackdown 
against illegals, absconders

KUWAIT: People are lined up during a police crackdown in Jahra on Sept 
30, 2021 against violators of labor and residency laws. — MoI 

Sheikh Dr Basel 
Al-Sabah

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia seeks to attract foreign 
investment of more than $100 billion annually under 
a National Investment Strategy announced Monday 
as part of efforts to diversify the oil-dependent 
economy. The strategy is expected to raise annual 
foreign direct investment flows to 388 billion riyals 
($103 billion) and increase annual domestic invest-
ment to 1.7 trillion riyals by 2030, the Saudi Press 
Agency said after Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman launched the initiative. 

SPA said it will be “a key enabler” of his Vision 
2030 plan, announced in 2016 to diversify the econ-
omy of the world’s biggest oil exporter. “Today, the 
kingdom embarks on a new investment era to 
empower Saudi and international private-sector 
investors with more and better opportunities,” SPA 
quoted Prince Mohammed as saying. 

Continued on Page 2 

Saudi targets  
$100bn yearly in  
foreign investment

DOHA: The Taleban held their first face-to-face 
talks with a joint US-EU delegation yesterday in 
Qatar as Brussels pledged one billion euros ($1.2 
billion) in aid for Afghanistan. The hardline Islamists 
are seeking recognition, as well as assistance to 
avoid a humanitarian disaster, after they returned to 
power in August following the withdrawal of US 
troops. European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen announced the EU aid package, meant 
“to avert a major humanitarian and socio-economic 
collapse”, at a virtual G20 summit hosted by Italy. 

She stressed the funds are “direct support” for 
Afghans and would be channeled to international 
organizations working on the ground, not to the 
Taleban’s interim government which Brussels does 
not recognize. “We have been clear about our con-
ditions for any engagement with the Afghan 
authorities, including on the respect of human 
rights,” she said. 

The Taleban badly need assistance as 
Afghanistan’s economy is in a parlous state with 
most aid cut off even as winter nears, food prices 
rising and unemployment spiking. EU countries are 
wary at the prospect of a surge of Afghan asylum-
seekers trying to enter the bloc, as happened in 
2015 with Syrians fleeing their war. Brussels’ calcu-
lation is that donating money to help stabilize 
Afghanistan and assist countries between it and 
Europe could stem any flow. 
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Taleban meet EU-US  
delegation, Brussels  
pledges €1bn aid

DOHA: Foreign diplomats and a Taleban delegation 
meet yesterday. — AFP 


