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Bottas wins Turkish Grand Prix

ISTANBUL: Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas 
claimed his first chequered flag of the season to win 
the Turkish Grand Prix yesterday as Max 
Verstappen reclaimed the lead in the title race. The 
Red Bull driver finished second to take a six-point 
lead in the championship ahead of Bottas’ teammate 
Lewis Hamilton who finished fifth voicing frustration 
with team strategy. 

Sergio Perez, in the other Red Bull, took third 
with Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc in fourth. Although 
the rain eased by the start 
of the race, the wet condi-
tions prevailed through-
out, making the tactics 
around tires and the tim-
ing of pit stops all  the 
more important. 

Bottas began from pole, 
avoiding a tangle between 
Pierre Gasly and Fernando 
Alonso on the opening lap, and led until pitting on 
the 38th lap of the 58-lap race. That gave Leclerc 
the lead but as his tires faded so did his pace and 
the Finn soon reclaimed the lead, going on to take 
his 11th Grand Prix ain and his first win since Russia 
over a year ago. 

“It’s been a while. Feels good,” said Bottas who is 
leaving Mercedes at the end of the season to join 
Alfa Romeo. “From my side, probably one of the 
best races I’ve had ever. It is not easy to choose the 
strategy here with these conditions and when to 
stop and which tire but I’m glad everything went 
smooth for once for me. When only one drying line, 

it doesn’t need much to go off. I definitely needed to 
focus all through the race. A difficult one, but feels 
like a well-earned victory.” 

Verstappen, who began the race two points 
behind Hamilton in the title race, made no attempt 
to challenge Bottas and focused on a damage limi-
tation exercise, content to ease home second know-
ing that Hamilton was three places further back. 

“It was not easy today,” said the Dutchman who 
took a slender six-point 
lead in the championship 
with six races remaining. 
“The track was very 
greasy, we had to manage 
the tires the whole race so 
couldn’t really push. Just 
seemed Valtteri had a bit 
more pace, could look 
after the tires all race. 
Happy to finish second in 
these conditions, it’s easy 

to get it wrong so you drop back.” 
 

Hamilton frustration 
Hamilton was quickest in qualifying but had to 

start the race in 11th because of a grid penalty 
incurred for changing his engine. The seven-time 
champion gained two places on the opening lap 
before picking his way up to fifth where he was held 
up by Perez. As the other cars came in to change 
their tires Hamilton stayed out, moving up to third 
and looking good for the podium. 

Hamilton declined the initial call to come in for 
fresh tires but finally acceded to the Mercedes team 

instructions, boxing eight laps from the end. It cost 
Hamilton two places as Perez and Leclerc flew on 
ahead and the Englishman did not hide his frustra-
tion over the radio. 

“We shouldn’t have come in. Massive graining 
man. I told you,” an angry Hamilton said to his team 
as he struggled to hold off Pierre Gasly in the 

McLaren. A disgruntled Hamilton later pointed out 
Alpine’s Esteban Ocon made it round with one set 
of tires, intimating that he could have stayed out. 
“In hindsight. I should either have stayed out or 
come in much earlier because when you come in 
with eight laps to go you don’t have time to make 
up the difference.” — AFP

Verstappen reclaims championship lead, ‘Frustrated’ Hamilton finishes sixth

ISTANBUL: Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas (center front) drives during the Formula One Grand Prix of Turkey at the Intercity Istanbul Park in Istanbul yesterday. — AFP

Winner Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas celebrates next to second-placed Red Bull’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen during the podium ceremony after the Formula One Grand Prix of Turkey at the Intercity 
Istanbul Park in Istanbul yesterday. 

Red Bull’s Perez 
third, Ferrari’s 
Leclerc fourth

TURIN: Italy claimed third place in the Nations 
League yesterday after beating Belgium 2-1 to 
bounce back from their world record unbeaten run 
being brought to an end. A superb volley from 
Nicolo Barella just after half-time and Domenico 
Berardi’s 63rd-minute penalty were enough for the 
Azzurri to see off a Belgium team missing the 
injured Romelu Lukaku and Eden Hazard to win the 
third-place playoff. 

The European champions, beaten by Spain in 
their semi-final on Wednesday to lose after going 
37 matches without a defeat, played with verve on a 
gorgeous sunny day at Turin’s Allianz Stadium but 
Belgium’s poor luck continued following their last-
gasp semi-final defeat to France. Alexis 
Saelemaekers, who started in place of substitute 
Kevin de Bruyne, Michy Batshuayi and Yannick 
Carrasco all struck the woodwork before Charles 
De Ketelaere scored with four minutes remaining. 

Belgium goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois may have 
called yesterday’s match “pointless” but the two 

teams put plenty of commitment into their displays, 
with some players looking to carve out a place in 
their national teams. 

Giacomo Raspadori, making his fifth Italy 
appearance, was put through by the impressive 
Federico Chiesa in the 20th minute but couldn’t get 
his shot away before Timothy Castagne got across 
to deflect his effort out for a corner. Five minutes 
later AC Milan midfielder Saelemaekers struck the 
bar with a first-time curling shot which left Gianluigi 
Donnarumma rooted to the spot. 

However it was Chiesa who was at the center of 
Italy’s attacks and the in-form Juventus forward 
wasted the best chance of the match just before the 
break when after collecting Berardi’s pin-point long 
pass he took too long to shoot and allowed Courtois 
to charge out and make a superb save. 

However Barella put Italy in front almost straight 
after the restart when he met a high clearance from 
a Belgium corner with a stunning volley that flew 
into the bottom corner. Batshuayi almost brought 
the away side level on the hour mark, his powerful 
shot from a tight angle fizzing past Donnarumma 
and striking the crossbar, but shortly afterwards 
Berardi doubled Italy’s lead. 

Chiesa was clumsily brought down by Castagne 
and despite protests from the Belgians Berardi 
squeezed his spot-kick under Courtois. De Bruyne, 
who entered the field just before Berardi put Italy 

two ahead, spurred Belgium on and laid on the goal 
which halved the deficit. 

The Manchester City playmaker charged onto 
Courtois’ long throw before sliding through De 

Ketelaere, who calmly slotted his finish between 
Donnarumma’s legs. However Roberto Martinez’s 
side couldn’t find the goal which would have taken 
the match to extra-time. — AFP

Italy beat Belgium 
to finish third in 
Nations League

TURIN: Giorgio Chiellini (right) celebrates with teammates at the end of the UEFA Nations League third 
place football match between Italy and Belgium, at the Juventus Stadium, in Turin, yesterday. — AFP


