
PARIS: Scott McTominay scored an injury-time winner
as Scotland came from behind to claim a crucial 3-2
victory over the Zionist entity’s team in World Cup
qualifying on Saturday, while England thrashed Andorra
5-0 to stay on track to reach next year’s global show-
piece.

Scotland’s win takes them four points clear in second
place in Group F with three matches remaining as they
bid to qualify for the World Cup for the first time since
1998. Group winners qualify automatically for next
year’s finals in Qatar, with the runners-up heading into
the playoffs.

Scotland trailed twice in the first half at Hampden
Park to goals from PSV Eindhoven forward Eran Zahavi
and Mu’nas Dabbur. John McGinn levelled once, but
home striker Lyndon Dykes missed a penalty on the
stroke of half-time.

He made amends before the hour mark with an
equalizer, awarded after a VAR review after the referee
initially disallowed it for a high boot. A point would have
been a decent result for Steve Clarke’s men, but the
hosts pushed for a winner which arrived in the 94th
minute as Manchester United midfielder McTominay
bundled in at the back post.

The Scots still hold a slim chance of topping the
group, trailing leaders Denmark, who cruised past
Moldova 4-0 in Chisinau, by seven points. “We’ve got a
few games left and we have to just remain focused. We
wanted a win tonight and we got it,” Dykes told Sky
Sports.

England score five
England manager Gareth Southgate rested key play-

ers including Harry Kane and Raheem Sterling as his
second string impressed in a 5-0 thumping of Andorra.
Ben Chilwell opened the scoring in the 17th minute, with
the goal awarded by VAR after initially being disallowed
for offside against Jadon Sancho.

Bukayo Saka made the points safe before half-time
and Roma striker Tammy Abraham made the most of a
rare start by scoring in the 59th minute. Jack Grealish

came off the bench and won a penalty which James
Ward-Prowse saw saved, before turning in the rebound.

Grealish rounded off the scoring with a fine individ-
ual effort for his first international goal after collecting
goalkeeper Sam Johnstone’s long kick. “It has been a
long time coming and it’s about time that I scored
because everyone has been saying it to me,” Grealish
told the BBC. “I think that is 16 games now. It was com-
ing and I’m just delighted that I’ve got off the mark.”

It was a busy night for Kateryna Monzul, the first
female official to referee an England match, with five
yellow cards as well as the penalty award. England
remain four points clear at the top of Group I after sec-
ond-placed Albania won 1-0 against Hungary in
Budapest. Poland are a point further back in third after
seeing off San Marino 5-0 and next face Albania in
Tirana on Tuesday.

Sweden maintain chase
Sweden moved within a point of Group B leaders

Spain thanks to a 3-0 win over Kosovo in Solna.

Alexander Isak scored a magnificent goal to cap a bril-
liant individual display, with Robin Quaison and Emil
Forsberg also on the scoresheet.

Sweden also have a game in hand on Spain, who they
visit in their final qualifier next month. Greece kept their
hopes of pushing into the top two themselves alive as
two late goals secured a 2-0 win in Georgia. The
Greeks remain unbeaten and are three points behind
Sweden and also have a game in hand on Spain.

Switzerland remain close on the coattails of
European champions Italy after edging out 10-man
Northern Ireland 2-0 in Geneva. The Swiss are three
points behind Italy in Group C with a game in hand and
lead third-placed Northern Ireland by six points.

Elsewhere, Serbia moved above Portugal to the top
of Group A with a 1-0 win over Luxembourg. Ukraine
ended a run of five straight draws with a 2-1 victory in
Finland to consolidate their grip on second place in
Group D. The Euro 2020 quarter-finalists are two
points ahead of Bosnia and Herzegovina, who beat
Kazakhstan 2-0, and four points behind France. — AFP
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Sweden move within one point of Spain in Group B; Serbia tops Group A

GLASGOW: Football supporters hold up a Palestinian flag as a young Scotland fan waves the Saltire in front of it during the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F qualification football match between Scotland and the Zionist entityís team at Hampden
Park in Glasgow on Saturday. — AFP

News in brief
Ronaldo scores 181st goal

FARO: Cristiano Ronaldo marked a record 181st
international appearance with a goal as Portugal
defeated World Cup hosts Qatar 3-0 in a friendly
game on Saturday. The Manchester United star sur-
passed Sergio Ramos, who has played for Spain
180 times, as the most-capped international for a
European nation. Ronaldo opened the scoring in
the 37th minute with Jose Fonte adding a second
three minutes into the second half. RB Leipzig strik-
er Andre Silva completed the scoring in the last
minute of the game. Portugal resume their World
Cup qualifying campaign on Tuesday when they
host Luxembourg. They are currently second in
Group A, a point behind Serbia but with a game in
hand. — AFP 

Neuer back for Germany

BERLIN: Germany captain Manuel Neuer, who
missed Friday’s game against Romania, will be back
for Monday’s World Cup qualifier against North
Macedonia, according to coach Hansi Flick. “Manu
trained normally and has no issue, I’m certain he’ll be
fine and will be able to play,” said Flick. Barcelona
goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen took the place
of Neuer in the 2-1 win over Romania in Hamburg.
North Macedonia are the only team to have beaten
Germany in qualification, winning 2-1 in Duisburg
last season, when Joachim Loew was still coach.
“They’re a team who know how to play football and
who haven’t yet lost under their new coach” Blagoja
Milevski, said Flick. — AFP

‘Big Ramy’ Mr Olympia

ORLANDO: Egypt’s Mamdouh Elssbiay was
crowned the 2021 Mr Olympia; one year after win-
ning the championship for the first time in his career.
Elssbiay’s win came after beating runner-up and
2019 Mr Olympia Brandon Curry of the United
States in the finals that took place in Orlando,
Florida on Saturday. This marks the second straight
win for Elssbiay, also known as ‘Big Ramy’, of the
world’s most prestigious bodybuilding champi-
onship.— AFP

Brown out with COVID

NEW YORK: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown
is in quarantine after testing positive for COVID-
19, the NBA club announced. Brown, who tested
positive on Friday but remains asymptomatic, was
an All-Star last season, when he averaged a
career-best 24.6 points as well as 6.0 rebounds,
3.4 assists and 1.2 steals a game. After his cam-
paign was cut short by a torn left wrist ligament
last May, Brown underwent surgery and made his
return on Monday in the Celtics’ pre-season
opener, scoring a game-high 25 points in a 98-97
victory over Orlando. — AFP

Crosby back in practice

WASHINGTON: Pittsburgh Penguins captain
Sidney Crosby returned to practice with the
National Hockey League club on Saturday for the
first time since undergoing left wrist surgery on
September 8. But the 34-year-old Canadian center
was not listed on the roster for a final pre-season
game against Columbus and is questionable at best
for tomorrow’s NHL season opener at reigning
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. Crosby, a three-
time Stanley Cup champion and two-time NHL
Most Valuable Player, led the Penguins with 24 goals
and 38 assists last season but managed only one
goal in Pittsburgh’s first-round playoff loss to the
New York Islanders. — AFP

ANDORRA LA VELLA, Andorra: England’s midfielder Phil Foden (right) vies with Andorra’s midfielder Jordi Rubio dur-
ing the World Cup 2022 qualifier football match between Andorra and England at Estadi Nacional stadium in Andorra
la Vella, on Saturday. — AFP

Southgate excited
by ‘fabulous’ Foden
ANDORRA LA VELLA, Andorra: Gareth Southgate
said Phil Foden’s emergence as an England star is “fab-
ulously exciting” after the Manchester City playmaker
stole the spotlight in the 5-0 rout of Andorra.

Foden was England’s stand-out performer in the
one-sided World Cup qualifier at the Estadi Nacional
on Saturday. Ben Chilwell, Bukayo Saka, Tammy
Abraham, James Ward-Prowse and Jack Grealish
scored the goals as Southgate’s side moved a step
closer to qualifying for next year’s World Cup in Qatar.

Foden’s breathtaking range of passing was key to
England breaking down the massed Andorra defense.
Spraying the ball around from deep in midfield, Foden
was compared by television pundit Roy Keane to leg-
endary Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom
Brady for the accuracy of his passes.

Foden was involved in Chilwell’s goal before playing
a fine pass for Saka to score. Southgate was thrilled by
the 21-year-old’s display, saying Foden is so talented it
is hard to quantify just how good he can become in
future or where is best position is.

Foden has impressed for City playing in wide
attacking roles, in a false nine berth and deeper in mid-
field. “It is difficult (to predict his best position)
because frankly he is one of those players who is
effective anywhere across that front line,” Southgate
said. “If you play him seven, 11, 10, eight. A sort of tra-
ditional 4-3-3 midfield with a six, eight, 10, if he was
the 10 within that but with the capability to drop lower

and build the play at times like he did tonight.”
“Part of that is just as he gets stronger as well and

part of that will be the balance of the type of player
who plays as the other eight and their qualities,” he
added. “Look, it’s fabulously exciting isn’t it? When
you are trying to break down a defense as we had
tonight, and you’ve got a player who can see the pass-
es he sees and can execute them in the way that he
did. The quality we know. For us it’s really interesting,
the possibilities with him in terms of his positioning
moving forward.”

‘Big change’
While Foden appears to have the world at his feet,

his England team-mate Jadon Sancho has been in a
more difficult period. Sancho moved to Manchester
United from Borussia Dortmund in the close-season,
but has struggled in the Premier League after missing
a penalty in England’s Euro 2020 final shoot-out loss
to Italy.

Southgate recently said Sancho’s form this season
was not worthy of an international call-up, but he kept
faith with the 21-year-old and was rewarded with a
more influential effort featuring two assists against
Andorra.

“It is important that he got the assist because
you’ve also got to have that productivity and the right
pass or the right cross at the end of those passages of
play,” Southgate said. “We shouldn’t be surprised that
for a young player to have such a big change in his life,
new league, new club, different style of play, different
training regime, back living in Manchester, moving
house and everything that’s involved in that, that’s a lot
to take in. So it’s going to need time but he showed a
lot of the qualities that he has (against Andorra) and I
know that will come with the club as well.” - AFP

Former Man Utd
star Pallister
fears dementia
LONDON: Former Manchester United defender Gary
Pallister fears he is a “prime candidate” to suffer from
dementia after revealing he endured “awful migraines”
during his playing days. Pallister was a four-time
Premier League winner with United during the Alex
Ferguson era, but the center-back is concerned about
the damage caused by heading the ball during his glit-
tering career. With several members of England’s 1966
World Cup winning team diagnosed with dementia in
recent years, the issue is becoming a major concern
among footballers.

Brain injury specialist Professor Willie Stewart was
the leader of a FIELD (Football’s influence on lifelong
health and dementia) Study in 2019 that found profes-
sional players were three and a half times more likely to
die of neurodegenerative disease than age-matched
members of the general population. Pallister, 56, attend-
ed a ground-breaking charity match in Spennymoor last
month, played under rules designed to restrict the use of
heading.

“I’m probably one of those who have stuck my head
in the sand and thought, ‘I hope it’s not me’. I suffered
awful migraines. I’ve been knocked clean out. I’ve been
on the pitch, woken up and not known where I am,”
Pallister told the Sunday Telegraph. “You put it all
together and you start thinking, ‘Crikey, I’m a prime can-
didate for dementia’. It’s not a 100 per cent thing, I’m
guessing, but you are thinking, ‘If you are a betting man,
the odds are that you are probably at some time in your
life going to get it’.”—AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Liverpool star Sadio Mane was
among the goals as Senegal cruised to a 4-1 win over
Namibia on Saturday, and near-certain qualification for
the final World Cup elimination round in Africa. Another
victory over the Namibians tomorrow will seal first
place in Group H for the Senegalese, who are chasing a
second successive appearance at the global showpiece.

The convincing matchday 3 triumph in Thies near
Dakar lifted Senegal to nine points while Namibia have
four, Congo Brazzaville two and Togo one. Namibia
must face star-stacked Senegal a second time within
four days at neutral Soweto on the outskirts of
Johannesburg because they do not have an internation-
al-standard stadium.

Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Idrissa Gueye gave
the Teranga Lions an early lead in Senegal that Turkey-
based Famara Diedhiou increased before half-time.
After Mane claimed his third goal of the qualifying cam-
paign on 55 minutes, Joslin Kamatuka pulled one goal
back only for Keita Balde to restore the three-goal gap.

In Casablanca, Ayoub el Kaabi scored in each half as
Morocco cantered to a 3-0 Group I win over Guinea-
Bissau and, like Senegal, the north Africans can punch a
ticket to the final round tomorrow. The Moroccans play

Guinea in a rescheduled matchday 2 fixture in Rabat
and victory will give the Atlas Lions an uncatchable
eight-point lead as they chase a sixth World Cup
appearance. Pacesetters South Africa remain one point
ahead of Ghana in Group G after both nations achieved
3-1 victories. South Africa overcame third-placed
Ethiopia in Bahir Dar while Ghana were too good for
bottom side Zimbabwe in Cape Coast. Captain and
goalkeeper Ronwen Williams made several superb first-
half saves for South Africa, who snatched the lead just
before half-time through Teboho Mokoena.

Famed for his powerful shooting off set pieces,
Mokoena seemed overly ambitious by aiming to score
from a free-kick well outside the box, but goalkeeper
Fasil Gebremichael spilled the ball into the net. Another
free-kick brought Ethiopia level midway into the second
half with Getaneh Kebede exploiting poorly-positioned
Williams as he rifled the ball into the net. South Africa
regained the lead within four minutes as a long throw
was nodded on to Mothobi Mvala, who netted from
close range. Bafana Bafana (The Boys) clinched maxi-
mum points in the first minute of added time when sub-
stitute Evidence Makgopa broke clear and his lob over
Gebremichael landed in the net.—AFP

Mane among goals as Senegal move 
closer to winning World Cup group


