
MANILA: Philippines “First Daughter” Sara
Duterte has been in lockstep with her father, follow-
ing him into law and succeeding him as a city mayor.
Now, she’s leading the race to replace Rodrigo
Duterte as president. So far, the feisty politician,
who once punched a court sheriff in front of TV
cameras, has rejected calls to seek the country’s
highest office, insisting she wants to serve another
term as Davao city mayor. Supporters have plas-
tered “Run Sara Run” posters and tarpaulins across
the archipelago nation, held rallies and posted thou-
sands of messages urging the 43-year-old to
change her mind.

In a cryptic Facebook post on Saturday-the day
after the deadline for registering as a candidate-
Sara thanked her supporters who turned up at the
Manila registration site for national positions,
including president. “Although I was not at the
Sofitel (hotel), you did not lose hope and patience
during the wait,” she said, hours before her office
announced she had tested positive for COVID-19.
“For this I offer my heartfelt thanks.” The elder
Duterte has not named a successor, but indicated
recently Sara would run alongside his longtime aide
Senator Christopher Go.

While Sara missed Friday’s closing date, analysts
say she has until November 15 to make a late entry
into the presidential race-like her father did in 2015.
Sara, known for her quick temper and fondness for
big motorbikes, was in first place in the latest Pulse
Asia poll of voter preferences for president. She
was followed by Ferdinand Marcos Jr, the son and
namesake of a former dictator, celebrity mayor
Francisco Domagoso and boxing legend Manny

Pacquiao. All except Sara have declared they will
run for the top job.

Not a proxy 
Sara entered politics in 2007, serving three years

as vice mayor while her father was mayor of Davao-
the family stronghold on the southern island of
Mindanao. They swapped positions for the next
three years and she again succeeded him as mayor
in 2016 when he won the presidency. Some doubt

Sara’s support in the polls will translate into election
victory, saying she lacks the charisma and humor of
her father-key traits in a country where personality
trumps policy. “She’s drawing strength because
she’s the daughter of the president,” Pulse Asia
research director Ana Maria Tabunda told AFP.
Analysts say Sara is not a carbon copy of her father,
who surveys show remains almost as popular as
when he swept to victory in 2016 on a promise to
rid the country of drugs.

She lacks his “folksiness” and that could hurt her

appeal, said political analyst Tony La Vina. “She is
more distant and she is not warm,” La Vina added.
“I suspect her lead will evaporate during the cam-
paign as she will not rise up to the charm of the
father.” Sara would be a more moderate version of
Duterte, who gained infamy for his foul-mouthed
tirades and deadly drug war that has killed thou-
sands of people and is now being investigated by
the International Criminal Court.

“I don’t think Sara Duterte will be a puppet or
proxy of her father,” said political analyst Richard
Heydarian. “She’s a very spirited person, she has her
own mind, she has her own base, she has her own
team and has a very different approach to gover-
nance to her father.” Sara would “try to strike her
own course” on policies, including the anti-narcotics
crackdown and relations with superpowers China
and the United States, Heydarian added.  — AFP 
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‘Run Sara Run’: Clamor grows for 
Duterte daughter presidential bid

BOAO: In this file photo, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte and his daughter Sara Duterte arrive for the opening
of the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) Annual Conference 2018 in Boao, southern China’s Hainan province. Philippines
‘First Daughter’ Sara Duterte has been in lockstep with her father, following him into law and succeeding him as
a city mayor. — AFP 

News in brief

Five dead in Yemen blast 

ADEN: Five people have been killed in a car-
bomb attack targeting the governor of Aden,
the seat of Yemen’s internationally recognized
government, security sources said yesterday.
Governor Ahmed Lamlas and Salem al-Socotri,
a government minister, both survived the blast
which went off as their convoy passed, the
sources said. “A car bomb... on Al-Mualla
Street exploded while the convoy of officials...
was passing,” a Yemeni security source told
AFP, adding that the victims were in the con-
voy. The central government relocated to Aden
from the capital Sanaa in 2014, forced out by
Iran-backed Houthi rebels, who continue to
fight Saudi-backed Yemeni government loyal-
ists in a grinding civil war. — AFP 

Evacuation of jetliner in NYC

NEW YORK: An airliner was forced to carry
out an emergency evacuation after it landed at
New York’s LaGuardia Airport on Saturday
because of an unruly passenger, the airline
said. An Embraer E-175 with 78 passengers
and four crew members aboard en route to
New York from Indianapolis “declared an
emergency” toward the end of the flight and
landed at LaGuardia without incident,
Republic Airways said in a statement. Upon
exiting the active runway, the plane stopped
on a taxiway and conducted a “precautionary
emergency evacuation.” The passenger in
question was taken into custody.  — AFP 

Far-right leaders arrested 

ROME: Italian police yesterday arrested
leaders and other members of far-right party
Forza Nuova after a protest in Rome turned
violent, with many calling for the group to be
banned. Hundreds of people gathered to
demonstrate against anti-coronavirus meas-
ures in central Rome Saturday, clashing with
police and wrecking premises including the
headquarters of the CGIL trade union federa-
tion. Police deployed water cannon and tear
gas to disperse crowds over several hours of
unrest. Italian media reported that among 12
people arrested were Roberto Fiore, Forza
Nuova’s national secretary, and Giuliano
Castellino, the movement’s chief in Rome. “The
people behind the assault on CGIL’s head-
quarters were quickly arrested. They had been
stoking tension and violence for too long,”
said MP Federico Fornaro.  — AFP 

Gunmen kill 19 traders 

KANO: Gunmen from gangs of cattle thieves
and kidnappers have opened fire on a market
in northwest Nigeria, killing at least 19 people,
officials and local residents said yesterday.
Northwest and central Nigeria are plagued by
criminal gangs of cattle thieves and kidnap-
pers for ransom called bandits, who raid vil-
lages, killing and abducting residents as well
as looting and burning homes. The gangs have
been targeting schools where they abduct
students. Officials and local residents said the
gunmen Friday raided  a market in Unguwan
Lalle village in Sabon Birni district of Sokoto
state, near the border with Niger. “They
attacked the market in the afternoon, killing 19
people,” said Aminu Al-Mustapha Gobir, a
local lawmaker representing the district in the
Sokoto parliament. — AFP 

Taiwan ‘will
not bow 
to China’
TAIPEI: Taiwan will not bow to pres-
sure by Beijing and will defend its
democratic way of life, President Tsai
Ing-wen said yesterday, following a
spike in incursions by Chinese war-
planes into its air defense zone. Self-
governed Taiwan’s 23 million people
live under the constant threat of inva-
sion by authoritarian China, which
views the island as its territory and has
vowed to one day seize it, by force if
necessary.

“The more we achieve, the greater
the pressure we face from China,” Tsai
said in a speech marking Taiwan’s
National Day, adding: “Nobody can
force Taiwan to take the path China
has laid out for us.” She described
Taiwan as “standing on democracy’s
first line of defense”. “We hope for an
easing of... relations (with Beijing) and
will not act rashly, but there should be
absolutely no illusions that the
Taiwanese people will bow to pres-
sure,” she added. The two sides have
been ruled separately since the end of
the Chinese Civil War in 1949.

Tensions have risen to their highest
in decades under Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who broke off official commu-
nication with Taipei following Tsai’s
election five years ago and ramped up
economic, diplomatic and military
pressure. The latest flare-up has been
a surge in flights by Chinese fighter
jets and nuclear-capable bombers into
Taiwan’s air defense identification zone
(ADIZ). Some 150 sorties were made
into the zone in the days surrounding
China’s own National Day on 1
October-a record number. Three
Chinese planes, including two fighter
jets, crossed into the zone yesterday,
according to Taiwan’s defense ministry.

‘Complete reunification’ 
Xi has made taking Taiwan a key

goal of his leadership which he looks
set to extend to a third term in 2022.
On Saturday, he declared in a speech
that “the complete reunification of our
country will be and can be realized”.
He said he favored “peaceful reunifica-
tion” but his words come after months
of increased military threats, including
the recent surge in air incursions as
well as heavily publicized military drills
simulating an invasion of Taiwan. Last
year, there were a record 380 sorties.
There have already been more than
600 this year.

The ADIZ is not the same as

Taiwan’s territorial airspace. It
includes a far greater area that over-
laps with part of China’s own air
defense identification zone and even
includes some of the mainland. Tsai,
who has won two elections, is loathed
by Beijing because she regards Taiwan
as an “already independent” country,
not part of “one China”. But she has
also made no move to declare formal
independence, something Beijing has
long warned would be a “red line” that
would trigger an invasion.

She has also made offers for talks

with Beijing that have been rejected.
During yesterday’s speech, Tsai reit-
erated her call for Beijing “to engage
in dialogue on the basis of parity”
and said she supported maintaining
the current status quo between the
two neighbors. But she warned what
happens to Taiwan would have major
regional and global repercussions.
“Every step we take will influence
our world’s future direction, and our
world’s future direction will likewise
affect the future of Taiwan itself,”
she said. — AFP 

TAIPEI: Taiwanese soldiers raise flags on military vehicles during a national day
parade in front of the Presidential Palace during in Taipei yesterday. — AFP

Pope meets nun 
released by Mali 
jihadists
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis yesterday met with
Gloria Cecilia Narvaez, a Franciscan nun from
Colombia, a day after she was freed by jihadists in
Mali after more than four years of captivity, a Vatican
spokesman said. Sister Gloria was taken hostage on
February 7, 2017 in southern Mali near the border
with Burkina Faso where she had been working as a
missionary. “This morning, before the celebration of
the holy mass to open the bishops’ synod, the pope
greeted the recently freed Colombian sister Gloria
Cecilia Narvaez,” Matteo Bruni said in a statement.

Mali’s presidency had announced Sister Gloria’s
release on Saturday, with a statement on the presi-
dential Twitter account paying tribute to her
“courage and bravery” along with photos of the nun
taken after her release. “I thank the Malian authori-
ties, the president, all the Malian authorities, for all
the efforts you’ve made to liberate me, may God
bless you, may God bless Mali,” Sister Gloria said in
images broadcast on state television showing her
with Mali’s interim president Colonel Assimi Goita
and the archbishop of Bamako Jean Zerbo. “I am very
happy, I stayed healthy for five years, thank God,” the
nun said, smiling and wearing a yellow robe.

Her liberation had been the fruit of “four years and
eight months of the combined effort of several intelli-
gence services”, the presidency said. In the official
statement, Goita assured that “efforts are under way”
to secure the release of all those still being held in
Mali. Archbishop Zerbo said Sister Gloria was “doing
well”. “We prayed a lot for her release. I thank the
Malian authorities and other good people who made
this release possible,” the archbishop said. The nun
boarded a plane to Rome on Saturday evening.

Saved younger nuns 
Sister Gloria, 59, was kidnapped near Koutiala,

400 kilometers east of Bamako. She had worked as a
missionary for six years in the parish of Karangasso
with three other nuns. According to one of her col-
leagues, Sister Carmen Isabel Valencia, she offered

herself in place of two younger nuns the kidnappers
were preparing to take. “She is a woman of a very
particular human quality, down to earth ... moved by
the love of the poor,” Sister Carmen said. In
Colombia, her brother Edgar Narvaez said he was
very emotional after receiving news of her release.
“She is in good health, thank God. They sent me pic-
tures and she looks well,” he said.

In a letter sent last July by the Red Cross to her
brother, Sister Gloria said she was held by “a group
of GSIM”, the Al-Qaeda-linked Group to Support
Islam and Muslims, the largest jihadist alliance in the
Sahel. A source close to the negotiations to release
her told AFP she had not been ill-treated during her
captivity and during that time she had learned the
Quran. “The negotiations lasted months, years,” said
the source, without giving further details. In
Colombia, Vice-President Marta Lucia Ramirez -
who is also foreign minister - said she was “very hap-
py” at Sister Gloria’s release, which she attributed to
the work of the government and also stressed the
“humanitarian efforts of the French government to
contribute to this success”. National police director
Jorge Luis Vargas said meetings had been held with
several European and African ambassadors to try to
secure the nun’s release. “With Interpol, and with
other international organizations, we have always
sought to bring those responsible to justice.” — AFP 

This grab from a video provided by the SITE
Intelligence Group shows Colombian nun Gloria
Cecilia Narvaez Argoti, one of the six hostages held
by Al-Qaeda’s Mali branch. — AFP 

Taleban size up 
the threat from 
a tenacious IS-K
ISLAMABAD: The Taleban’s efforts to bring stabili-
ty to Afghanistan have been dogged by a series of
bloody attacks by operatives from the Islamic State
in Khorasan (IS-K). The latest assault saw a suicide
bomber slaughter scores of Shiite Muslims during
Friday afternoon prayers in the northern city of
Kunduz, in an apparent bid to sow sectarian hatred
and make the country ungovernable. It followed a
suicide bombing that killed more than 100 Afghans
and 13 US soldiers as American troops evacuated in
August. AFP takes a look at the two groups and how
their rivalry is likely to play out.

Who is IS-K? 
The broader Islamic State group was officially

founded in late 2014, when Sunni extremists fighting
insurgencies in Iraq and Syria swore allegiance to a
“caliphate”. Supposedly the heartland of a future
universal Muslim homeland under the IS black ban-
ner, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s group seized a chunk of
Iraq and eastern Syria.

This territory was eventually recaptured by US-
backed forces, but not before it had inspired spin-
offs elsewhere, including in “Khorasan”, a region
taking in parts of Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and
Turkmenistan. Jean-Luc Marret, of French think tank
the Foundation for Strategic Research, describes IS-
K as “a conglomeration of former jihadist organiza-
tions, including Uyghurs and Uzbeks, and Taleban
defectors”. IS-K claimed Friday’s bombing in
Kunduz was carried out by a Uyghur, a member of
China’s persecuted Muslim minority, underlining the
regional nature of the threat.

According to UN estimates, IS-K has between
500 and a few thousand fighters in northern and
eastern Afghanistan, including cells under the nose of
the Taleban in the capital Kabul. Since 2020, the
group has been reputedly led by one “Shahab al-
Mujahir”, whose nom de guerre suggests he arrived
in the region from the Arab world but his origins
remain murky. — AFP 


