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MoH launches vaccination  
campaign across Kuwait

Sydney lockdown ends after 106 days • Malaysia eases travel curbs
KUWAIT: The ministry of health announced yes-
terday the launch of a COVID-19 vaccination cam-
paign across several areas of Kuwait from today. In 
a press release, the ministry noted that the cam-
paign will commence in Bneid Al-Gar, with plans to 
cover several areas to provide the service to all age 
categories. The campaign aims to boost vaccination 
rates and cover all workers who were not able to 
get the vaccine for any reason, it noted. The min-
istry of health has launched several vaccination 
campaigns to reach all segments of the community.  

Health authorities in the country have said more 
than 70 percent of the population has taken two 
doses of approved vaccines, thus achieving what is 
known as “herd immunity”. The ministry has opened 
registrations for a third booster dose, with priority 
for the elderly, high-risk patients and medical staff. 
Authorities are also waiting for authorization to 
start vaccinating children aged 5 to 12. 

In other coronavirus-related news, elated 
Sydneysiders were emerging from almost four 
months of “blood, sweat and no beers” early today as 
a long coronavirus lockdown was lifted in Australia’s 
largest city. Sydney’s more than five million residents 
have been subjected to a 106-day lockdown, 

designed to limit the march of the highly transmissi-
ble Delta variant. With new infections now falling - 
New South Wales state recorded 477 cases yester-
day - and more than 70 percent of over-16s double 
vaccinated, Sydney was dusting off the cobwebs. 

A handful of venues - including some bars and 
slot machine rooms - planned to open at 12:01 am 
local time to vaccinated customers. “Be the first to 
have a cold schooner, and be the first to catch up 
with friends,” said owners of Easts in the city’s 
famed Bondi neighborhood. Hairdressers will be 
among those businesses throwing open their doors 
later in the day, although many have been booked 
out for weeks to come by shaggy-haired customers. 

Since June, shops, schools, salons and offices 
have been closed for non-essential workers and 
there have been unprecedented restrictions on per-
sonal freedom. There were bans on everything from 
travelling more than five kilometers from home, vis-
iting family, playing squash, browsing in supermar-
kets to attending funerals. 

“Very few countries have taken as stringent or 
extreme an approach to managing Covid as 
Australia,” Tim Soutphommasane, an academic and  
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KUWAIT: A health worker administers a dose of a COVID-19 vaccine at a vaccination center in this June 
1, 2021 file photo. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

BAGHDAD: Iraqi voters show their inked fingers after casting their ballots 
at a polling station yesterday. — AFP 

TUNIS: Tunisians rally against the president along Habib Bourguiba Avenue 
in the capital yesterday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraqis voted yesterday in a 
parliamentary election a year early as a 
concession to an anti-government protest 
movement but seen as unlikely to deliver 
major change to the war-scarred country. 
Many of the 25 million eligible voters were 
expected to boycott the polls amid deep 
distrust in a political class widely blamed 
for graft, unemployment and crumbling 
public services in oil-rich Iraq. Prime 
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi’s future 
hangs in the balance, with few observers 

willing to predict who will come out on top 
after the usual political haggling between 
factions that follow Iraqi elections. 

“This is an opportunity for change,” 
Kadhemi said, casting his ballot in 
Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone. “Get out 
there and vote, change your reality, for 
Iraq and for your future.” Three hours 
before polls were due to close at 1500 
GMT, voter turnout was estimated at just 
over 30 percent, electoral commission 
chief Jalil Adnan said. 

Viola von Cramon, who heads a team of 
EU observers, lamented a “low turnout”. 
The United Nations also sent observers. 
“Unfortunately we have only seen a very 
low turnout at this point... This is a clear 
political signal, and one can only hope that 
it will be heard by the politicians and by 
the political elite of Iraq,” she said.  

Few votes expressed enthusiasm 
among those who queued in the fifth 
election since the 2003 US-led invasion 
that ousted dictator Saddam Hussein with 
the promise of bringing freedom and 
democracy. “We want change,” said 
Mohammed, 23, who asked not to have 
his full name published. “I have a degree 
in Arabic literature but I clean toilets in a 
restaurant - it’s humiliating.” Housewife 
Jimand Khalil, 37, said she hoped her vote 
would help “to change the current leaders 
who are incompetent”. 

The election was held under tight secu-
rity in a country where the major parlia-
mentary blocs have armed factions and 
Islamic State group jihadists have launched 
deadly suicide attacks this year. Voters 
were searched twice at polling stations.  
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Iraqis vote  
with little hope  
for change

I S L A M A B A D : 
Abdul Qadeer Khan, 
celebrated as the 
father of Pakistan’s 
nuclear weapons 
program but 
accused of smug-
gling technology to 
Iran, North Korea 
and Libya, died yesterday at 85. The nuclear 
scientist, who spent the last years of his life 
under heavy guard, passed away in the capital 
Islamabad, where he had recently been hospi-
talized with COVID-19. 

Khan had long been hailed a national hero for 
transforming Pakistan into the world’s first 
Islamic nuclear weapons power and strengthen-
ing its clout against rival and fellow nuclear-
armed nation India. But he was declared by the 
West a dangerous renegade for sharing technol-
ogy with rogue nuclear states. Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan joined a rapidly building 
chorus voicing grief at the news, lamenting that 
the country had lost “a national icon”.  
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TUNISIA: At least 6,000 Tunisians 
rallied yesterday against a presiden-
tial power grab in the only democracy 
to have emerged from the Arab Spring 
uprisings a decade ago. Despite 
checkpoints and security screenings 
of protesters, it was the biggest rally 
yet against the actions of President 
Kais Saied, who on July 25 sacked the 

prime minister, suspended parliament 
and granted himself judicial powers, 
after months of political stalemate. 
Saied followed up the move last 
month with measures that effectively 
allow him to rule by decree. 

A police source said the crowd 
numbered between 6,000 and 8,000 
at its peak, all flowing towards 
Bourguiba Avenue in central Tunis. 
“The people against the coup d’etat,” 
“Raise your voice, the revolution is 
not dead,” the anti-Saied demonstra-
tors called, waving red-and-white 
Tunisian flags. “I’m here as a democ-
rat and supporter of Moncef  
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BEIRUT: Lebanon’s electricity grid was back 
online yesterday after the army supplied fuel to 
two key power stations that had run out, a minis-
ter said, ending almost a day of total blackout. 
The Deir Ammar and Zahrani plants ground to a 
halt Saturday, causing the state electricity net-
work to collapse completely for the second time 

this month. The Mediterranean country is bat-
tling economic turmoil, and the cash-strapped 
state has in recent months struggled to import 
enough fuel oil for electricity production. 

Most  Lebanese saw no major  change to 
their daily lives on Saturday, as the state has 
been barely providing one to two hours of 
power a day for months. Energy Minister Walid 
Fayad said yesterday that the grid was back up 
and running. “The network is back to normal, 
as i t  was before the gasoi l  ran out at  Deir 
Ammar and Zahrani,” he said in a statement, 
implying production would revert to the previ-
ous few hours a day. 

He thanked the army for handing over 6,000 
kilolitres of gasoil, half of which he said went to 

each power station. The state electricity com-
pany had said Saturday that a shipment of fuel 
oil was expected to arrive that evening, and be 
offloaded at the start of next week. Lebanon 
has witnessed rolling power cuts across the 
country since the end of its 1975-1990 civil 
war, but the economic crisis has made matters 
drastically worse. 

Lebanese who can afford it subscribe to pri-
vate generators to keep appliances on, but even 
their owners have started to ration power sup-
plies due to the scarcity of fuel. The international 
community has long demanded a complete over-
haul of Lebanon’s loss-making electricity sector, 
which has cost the government more than $40 
billion since the early 1990s. — AFP  
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