
OSLO: Investigative journalists Maria
Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry
Muratov of Russia won the Nobel Peace
Prize on Friday for their work promoting
freedom of expression at a time when lib-
erty of the press is increasingly under
threat. Ressa, also a US citizen, is co-
founder of Rappler, a digital media com-
pany for investigative journalism. Muratov
is a co-founder of Russia’s leading inde-
pendent newspaper Novaya Gazeta. The
pair were honored “for their efforts to
safeguard freedom of expression,
which is a precondition for democracy
and lasting peace,” said the chair-
woman of the Norwegian Nobel
Committee, Berit Reiss-Andersen.

“They are representatives of all
journalists who stand up for this ideal
in a world in which democracy and
freedom of the press face increasingly
adverse conditions,” she said. Ressa,
58, the only woman to win a Nobel so
far this year, said the prize shows that
“nothing is possible without facts”, refer-
ring to the links between democracy and
freedom of expression. “A world without
facts means a world without truth and
trust,” the outspoken critic of Philippines
President Rodrigo Duterte told a
livestreamed interview with Rappler.

She told Norwegian TV2 the honor
would give her and her colleagues
“tremendous energy to continue the

fight”. Muratov dedicated his half of the
prize to his newspaper’s six journalists
and contributors killed since 2000, who
include the prominent investigative jour-
nalist Anna Politkovskaya. “I can’t take
credit for this. This is Novaya Gazeta’s,”
he was cited by Russian news agency
TASS as saying. The newspaper on
Thursday commemorated 15 years since
Politkovskaya’s killing.

Muratov also said he would have giv-
en the award to jailed Kremlin critic

Alexei Navalny. The Kremlin meanwhile
congratulated Muratov, with President
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman Dmitry
Peskov telling reporters: “He is talented.
He is courageous.” US President Joe
Biden also congratulated the two win-
ners. “They have worked to check the
abuse of power, expose corruption, and
demand transparency,” he said in a state-
ment. “They have been tenacious in

founding independent media outlets and
defending them against forces that seek
their silence.”

‘Killings and threats’ 
Ressa and Rappler, which she co-

founded in 2012 and heads, have faced
multiple criminal charges and investiga-
tions after publishing stories critical of
Duterte’s policies, including his bloody
drug war. The former CNN correspon-
dent is on bail pending an appeal against

a conviction last year in a cyber libel
case, for which she faces up to six
years in prison. The chairwoman of the
Norwegian Nobel Committee said
Rappler has “focused critical attention
on the Duterte regime’s controversial,
murderous anti-drug campaign. “The
number of deaths is so high that the
campaign resembles a war waged
against the country’s own population,”
Reiss-Andersen added.

Ressa and Rappler have also doc-
umented how social media is being used
to spread fake news, harass opponents
and manipulate public discourse. Time
magazine named her a Person of the
Year in 2018. Muratov, 59, has defended
freedom of speech in Russia for
decades, under increasingly challenging
conditions. Novaya Gazeta, founded in
1993, is one of the few media outlets left
voicing criticism of Putin. Muratov has

served several times as chief editor since
1995. Former Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev was one of the first
investors, using part of his own 1990
Nobel Peace Prize winnings to fund it,
according to the paper. He said the prize

was “good news” for the world’s press.
“This award raises the importance of the
press in the modern world to great
heights.” Novaya Gazeta’s opponents
have responded with harassment,
threats, violence and murder. —AFP 
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News in brief

Bootleg alcohol kills 17 

MOSCOW: Seventeen people in Russia have
died after drinking surrogate alcohol containing
highly toxic methanol, officials said Friday, with
investigators launching criminal probes. The
deaths are the latest in Russia from the consump-
tion of a cheap alcohol substitute, a persistent
problem that authorities have previously said must
be solved. An additional 16 people in the region of
Orenburg, around 1,500 kilometers southeast of
Moscow in the southern Urals, suffered alcohol
poisoning. “As of now we know of 33 victims, 17 of
whom have died,” the governor’s office said on the
messaging app Telegram. Tests showed that the
victims had consumed alcohol containing
methanol, which unlike ethanol-the usual form of
alcohol found in drinks-is highly toxic and can
cause blindness even in very small doses.  — AFP 

Building collapse kills 5 

TBILISI: At least five people were killed when a
block of flats partly collapsed in Georgia’s Black
Sea resort of Batumi, police said yesterday,
blaming unsafe renovation work for the accident.
Around five floors of the building collapsed on
Friday, crushing several cars parked outside and
leaving “up to 15 people” missing under the rub-
ble, according to police. “So far emergency
responders have saved two citizens, who were
brought to hospital, and recovered five bodies,”
the police said in a statement. Three people have
been arrested in a probe into the collapse, the
statement added, identifying them as the owner
of a ground-floor apartment and two construc-
tion workers he had hired. — AFP 

Iceland halts Moderna jabs 

REYKJAVIK: Iceland on Friday suspended the
Moderna anti-COVID vaccine, citing the slight
increased risks of cardiac inflammation, going
further than its Nordic neighbors which simply
limited use of the jabs. “As the supply of Pfizer
vaccine is sufficient in the territory ... the chief
epidemiologist has decided not to use the
Moderna vaccine in Iceland,” said a statement
published on the website of the Health
Directorate. This decision owed to “the increased
incidence of myocarditis and pericarditis after
vaccination with the Moderna vaccine, as well as
with vaccination using Pfizer/BioNTech,” the
chief epidemiologist said in a statement. For the
past two months, Iceland has been administering
an additional dose “almost exclusively” of the
Moderna vaccine to Icelanders vaccinated with
Janssen, a single-dose serum marketed by
America’s Johnson & Johnson, as well as to eld-
erly and immunocompromised people who
received two doses of another vaccine. — AFP 

Jihadist IED expert killed 

BAMAKO: French anti-jihadist forces in the
Sahel said on Friday they had killed a leading
member of an extremist group specialized in the
laying of improvised explosive devices. Oumarou
Mobo Modhi was “neutralized” in Mali near the
border with Burkina Faso on Thursday, France’s
Barkhane force said. The joint operation with the
Malian military was supported by US forces, it
said. The US military provides logistical and
intelligence support to French forces in the Sahel.
Modhi was linked to Ansaroul Islam, a militant
Islamist group founded in 2016 on the Burkina
Faso side of the Mali-Burkina border by Ibrahim
Malam Dicko, a Burkina Faso preacher. — AFP 

OSLO: This combination of pictures shows Maria Ressa (left), co-founder and CEO of the
Philippines-based news website Rappler and Dmitry Muratov, editor-in-Chief of Russia’s
main opposition newspaper Novaya Gazeta. The Nobel Peace Prize goes to journalists
Maria Ressa (Philippines) and Russian Dmitry Muratov, the Nobel Peace Prize committee
announced on October 8, 2021 in Oslo. —AFP 

TRIPOLI: Guards shot dead six
migrants at an overcrowded Tripoli
detention facil ity on Friday, the
International Organization for
Migration (IOM) said, the latest vio-
lence against migrants following
mass arrests in recent days.
“Shooting broke out and six migrants
were killed in total. They were shot
by the guards,” the UN agency’s
Libya chief Federico Soda told AFP.
“We don’t know what triggered the
incident today but it is related to
overcrowding and the terrible, very
tense situation” at the Al-Mabani
facility in the capital, he said. He
added that at least 20 other migrants
were wounded and that many more
had escaped in the chaos.

An Interior Ministry official quot-
ed by Libyan News Agency said the
number of escapees could be around
2,000. Videos online appeared to
show hundreds of people, many of
them minors, running away from the
centre. The killings came a week
after sweeping raids in Tripoli, mostly
targeting irregular migrants, left at
least one person dead and 15

wounded, according to the UN
Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL).
Doctors without Borders (MSF) said
5,000 migrants and refugees had
been swept up in “violent mass
arrests”, tripling the numbers
detained in the city in just five days.

Libyan authorities had said the
wave of detentions last Friday and
Saturday were part of anti-drug
raids on houses and makeshift shel-
ters in Gargaresh, a poor suburb of
Tripoli. Soda said the heavily guard-
ed Al-Mabani centre, which has a
capacity of 1,000, had by Friday
been housing 3,000 migrants, mostly
from sub-Saharan Africa, around a
third of them in the grounds outside
the building. Guards had fired into
the air to control previous incidents
during the week, he said. “Their
detention is arbitrary and indiscrimi-
nate,” he said. “There are people
there who have legal documents but
they are stuck in the country.”

Dash for ‘freedom’ 
Videos posted on social media,

some filmed from cars, appeared to
show hundreds of people climbing
over a metal fence and running across
the road and down nearby streets.
One showed people running through
the streets chanting “freedom! free-
dom!” in English. In another, a migrant
said those fleeing were from “Somalia,
Sudan, Egypt” and other countries.
AFP was unable to immediately verify
the footage. A witness told AFP he
had seen around 500 migrants head-
ing along a street near the centre.

An AFP reporter later saw at least

140 people who had apparently been
recaptured by security forces and
gathered under a bridge before being
placed on a bus. Particularly since its
2011 revolution unleashed years of
violence and lawlessness, Libya has
become a key departure point for
tens of thousands of migrants hoping
to reach Europe. Official centers for
migrants detained in the war-battered
country are riddled with corruption
and violence, including sexual assault,
according to the United Nations and
rights groups.  —AFP 

TRIPOLI: Migrants sit on the ground after being recaptured by Libyan security forces fol-
lowing an escape attempt from a detention facility in the capital Tripoli. —AFP 

Ethiopia forces 
hit Tigray rebels 
in ‘massive’ move
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopian troops and their allies
are launching air and ground strikes against Tigray
rebels in the northern region of Amhara, humani-
tarian and rebel sources told AFP, amid growing
speculation of a major offensive. A spokesman for
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which
has been locked in a brutal conflict with pro-gov-
ernment forces in northern Ethiopia for 11 months,
said yesterday there was a “massive move” against
the rebels. 

The reports come just days after Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed was sworn in for a new term, vowing
to defend “Ethiopia’s honor” despite mounting
international criticism of the war and alarm about
the desperate humanitarian crisis it has triggered.
TPLF spokesman Getachew Reda said there had

been “mostly air, drone and artillery bombard-
ment” of rebels, and reported a major troop build-
up, saying “tens of thousands are amassed” in
northern Amhara including the North Gondar and
North Wollo zones. 

“We are confident we will thwart the offensive
in all fronts and more,” he said. “We will stand our
ground until the siege is lifted.” Humanitarian
sources had told AFP that federal soldiers and
Amhara regional troops conducted air and ground
offensives in the North Wollo area and other loca-
tions on Thursday and Friday. Representatives
from Amhara, as well as federal and military offi-
cials, did not respond to requests for comment and
the reported military operations could not be
independently confirmed by AFP. 

The war erupted in November when Abiy sent
troops into Tigray to topple the TPLF, the regional
ruling party and former national rulers, a move he
said came in response to TPLF attacks on federal
army camps. Although government forces quickly
took control of Tigray’s cities and towns, the TPLF
recaptured most of the region including the capital
Mekele by late June and Abiy later declared a uni-
lateral ceasefire. — AFP 
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at Libya detention centre

ADDIS ABABA: Members of the Ethiopian defense forces parade in front of a screen in the city of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. — AFP 

Facebook grapples
with another 
global outage
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook on Friday said
users around the world again had problems
accessing its services for hours due to a tweak of
its system, just days after a massive outage caused
in a similar fashion. “Sincere apologies to anyone
who wasn’t able to access our products in the last
couple of hours,” a Facebook spokesperson told
AFP about 21:30 GMT. “We fixed the issue, and
everything should be back to normal now.”

Website trouble tracker DownDetector showed
spikes in reports of problems accessing or using
Facebook and its photo-centric Instagram network
as well as Messenger and WhatsApp starting
about three hours earlier. Facebook attributed the
trouble to a configuration change at its computing
platform and said that it affected users of the
social network and Instagram, Messenger and
Workplace globally. People flocked to Twitter to
voice frustration.

“What’s up with Instagram?” read a tweet that
included a picture of cartoon character Bart
Simpson sitting in a corner in apparent punish-
ment. “It’s not even 4 days and it’s already down
again.” “Problems with Instagram, Facebook,
Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp AGAIN!”
read a lament in a DownDetector chat forum.
Hundreds of millions of people were unable to
access Facebook, Instagram or WhatsApp for
more than six hours on Monday, underscoring the
world’s reliance on platforms owned by the Silicon
Valley giant. 

In an apologetic blog post, Santosh Janardhan,
Facebook’s vice president of infrastructure, said
that day’s outage was caused by “configuration
changes” on routers that coordinate network traf-
fic between data centers. Cyber experts think that
problem boiled down to something called BGP, or
Border Gateway Protocol-the system the internet
uses to pick the quickest route to move packets of
information around.  Sami Slim of data center com-
pany Telehouse compared BGP to “the internet
equivalent of air traffic control.”  — AFP 


