
RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil has sur-
passed 600,000 deaths from COVID-
19, the health ministry said yesterday. 
The country of 213 million has also 
recorded more than 21.5 million cases of 
the deadly virus. It is the second worst 
affected country in the world by 
COVID deaths after the United States, 
although many experts consider the 
official numbers to be underesti-
mates. The US recently passed 
700,000 deaths, although its popu-
lation is 35 percent larger.  

Brazil registered 615 new deaths 
on Friday, as well as 18,000 cases in 
the previous 24 hours. “The situa-
tion has improved but we cannot 
lower our guard,” Margareth 
Dalcolmo, pulmonologist and 
researcher at the prestigious 
Fiocruz research institute said. 

She said the pandemic could only be 
considered under control once “we have 
80 percent of the population vaccinat-
ed.” So far 71.4 percent of Brazilians 
have received at least one vaccination 

dose but only 45.9 percent are fully 
immunized. Brazil’s vaccination program 
began in late January, several weeks 
after the likes of Argentina and the US, 
something specialists blamed on a lack 
of government planning. Things have 
dramatically improved from three 
months ago, though, when the immuniza-

tion drive was crawling along and 2,000 
Brazilians a day were dying from 
COVID. 

That death rate dropped below 1,000 
at the end of July and kept shrinking until 
it stabilized around 500 in September. 

Brazil is far from seeing “the light at the 
end of the tunnel, the situation remains 
worrying,” said Domingos Alves, a 
researcher at the Sao Paulo University’s 
faculty of medicine. Despite these con-
cerns, major cities such as Rio de Janeiro 
and Sao Paulo continue with their push 
to return to normal life. Rio’s mayor 

Eduardo Paes has even said 
February’s carnival, one of the most 
popular in the world, will take place 
“without restrictions.”  

Latin America’s death toll from 
COVID-19 surpassed 1.5 mill ion 
Friday, according to an AFP tally 
drawn from official figures. The toll is 
at least 1,500,350 deaths, with more 
than 45 million cases of the virus 
recorded. Brazil in particular sur-
passed 600,000 deaths on Friday, 

the second hardest hit country after the 
United States. After Brazil come Mexico, 
Peru, Colombia and Argentina in terms 
of deaths. Peru has the highest per capi-
ta COVID toll, at 605 fatalities per 
100,00 inhabitants. Globally the pan-

demic has now claimed more than 4.8 
million lives, with more than 237 million 
cases of the disease reported. AFP com-

piles its tally with figures from national 
governments and the World Health 
Organization. — AFP 
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MANAUS: Photo shows aerial view of graves of COVID-19 victims at the Nossa Senhora Aparecida cemetery in Manaus, Amazon state, Brazil. Brazil on October 8 surpassed 600,000 deaths from COVID-19, according to fig-
ures released by the health ministry. — AFP 

Brazil surpasses 600,000 COVID deaths
Latin America’s COVID death toll surpasses 1.5 million

BRASILIA: Demonstrators protest in front of Planalto Palace in Brasilia as 
Brazil reaches the milestone of 600,000 people killed by the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19. — AFP 

Over 21.5 
million cases 
recorded

PARIS: Pfizer has requested emergency approval from US 
health authorities to use its COVID jab in children aged five to 
11. Here is a look at different approaches to vaccinating chil-
dren against the virus and the debates it has launched around 
the world. 
 
What changes are made for kids? 

Pfizer tested its jab on more than 2,000 US children aged 
five to 11 and submitted results to the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for approval. The dosage for children in 
that age range is a third of what it is for adults: 0.1 mL rather 
than 0.3 mL. Pfizer and BioNTech say children in trials reacted 
well to the vaccine and that their immune response was 
“robust” and “comparable” to that observed in older adoles-
cents and young adults aged 16 to 25. If the FDA grants author-
ization when it convenes on October 26, children in that age 
range-of whom there are some 28 million in the US-could start 
getting vaccinated by the end of the month. 

 
Are other countries doing this? 

While many countries have begun vaccinating adolescents 
aged 12 and older very few have extended jabs to children 
younger than that. On September 15 Cuba began administering 
doses of its Abdala and Soberana vaccines-which are not 
approved internationally-to children aged two to 11 years. Also 
in mid-September Cambodia began vaccinating kids aged six 
and up with the Chinese Sinovac jab. Sinovac has been 
approved for adults in more than 50 countries but before 
Cambodia only China had authorized its use in children over 
three. Sinovac has also launched clinical trials of its jab in 
14,000 children aged six months to 17 years old in Chile, Kenya, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and in South Africa. 

In early August the United Arab Emirates started offering 
Sinopharm, another Chinese jab, to children aged three to 17. 
Venezuela announced in September that it would start vacci-

nating children and adolescents aged three to 18 in October. 
 In Israel children aged five to 11 with complicating health 

factors-such as chronic lung illnesses, autoimmune diseases or 
neurological problems-have been able to get vaccinated since 
the end of July. 

 
What is the argument against? 

Arnaud Fontanet, an epidemiologist advisor to the French 
government, told AFP that the major question is whether the 
risk posed by COVID to children in this age range outweighs 
the risk of potential jab side effects. For children in America the 
threat of severe COVID is elevated, he said. “The risk of hospi-
talization for an infected child there is 10 times higher than for a 
child in western Europe,” he said, citing the prevalence of pre-
existing conditions like obesity and diabetes. Fontanet said that 
in southern US states where vaccination rates are low, paedi-
atric services in hospitals are stretched thinly. The situation that 
could push US authorities to quickly approve jabs for younger 
children.  

 
Will more kids get jabs? 

The last  few months have seen the World Health 
Organization (WHO) hammer home the importance of getting 
poorer adult populations vaccinated before extending jabs to 
children in rich countries. In its global vaccine strategy pub-
lished on Thursday, the WHO said whether young children 
need to be get jabs depends on how the virus evolves and on 
proven vaccine safety in that age group. Fontanet says western 
European countries will be “much more hesitant” than the 
United States to lower the age range for vaccination. He cites 
current data that shows infections are relatively benign in chil-
dren aged five to 11, even with the now-dominant Delta variant. 

Vaccination rates among the elderly are also rising, he 
added, which reduces the risk of that fragile population being 
contaminated by infections in young children. Fontanet also 
notes that parents of children in that age group tend to show 
more resistance to vaccines. “We always expect parents to be 
a little more hesitant,” he said. Getting millions of American 
children jabs means an opportunity to observe any side effects 
that may have escaped detection in clinical trials. “It’s really in 
our best interest to not rush and look at the data that will come 
from large-scale vaccination of children in the US,” Fontanet 
added.— AFP 

COVID-19 vaccines  
for kids? Strategies  
around the worldFREETOWN: Sierra Leone’s presi-

dent on Friday signed a bill abolishing 
the death penalty, declaring the West 
African country had “exorcised horrors 
of a cruel past” after a long campaign 
to end capital punishment. President 
Julius Maada Bio signed the abolition 
bill during a ceremony in the capital 
Freetown after lawmakers approved the 
text in July. In a statement, the presi-
dent denounced capital punishment as 
“inhumane.” “We today affirm our 
belief in the sanctity of life,” he said. 
Sierra Leone, which is still recovering 
after decades of civil war, had fre-
quently come under fire from rights 
groups for keeping capital punishment 
on the books. 

Deputy minister of justice Umaru 
Napoleon Koroma told AFP that Sierra 
Leone’s first recorded execution dated 
from 1798 - around a decade after 
Britain founded the colony for freed 
slaves in 1787. Ninety-four people 
were living under a death sentence at 
the end of 2020, the minister added. No 
execution has taken place in the coun-
try since 1998, however, and death sen-
tences were often commuted. After 
long resisting a formal ban on capital 
punishment, the government 
announced abolition plans in May. The 
parliament then voted in favor in July. 

Under the new law, execution will be 
replaced with life imprisonment or a 
minimum 30-year jail term for crimes 
such as murder or mutiny. Sierra Leone 
joins a growing number of African 
countries that have outlawed the death 
penalty, with Chad abolishing the pun-

ishment last year. The European 
Union’s diplomatic service said in a 
statement that Sierra Leone’s move 
“enhances the respect for human digni-
ty in the country and reflects the grow-
ing trend in Africa and around the 
world to confine capital punishment to 
the history books”. 

 
‘Ultimate cudgel’  

Sierra Leone’s 1991 constitution 
allowed the use of the death penalty for 
aggravated robbery, murder, treason and 
mutiny. The country’s last executions in 
1998 targeted 24 military officers who 
had attempted a coup the year before. 
The diamond-rich but poor former British 
colony was ravaged by a 1991-2002 civil 
war that claimed 120,000 lives. 

A truth and reconciliation commis-
sion set up in 2005 to investigate the 
brutal conflict recommended outlawing 
the death penalty, calling it “an affront 
to civilized society”. But the authorities 
in the nation of 7.5 million people resis-
ted the idea, and courts continued to 
condemn people to death. On Friday, 
Bio said “some cautioned it was unwise 
to let go of the ultimate cudgel that had 
kept political opponents in line.” “My 
position was a hard and firm no to the 
death penalty in all its forms,” he said. 
“We are a civilized nation”. 

Bio’s assent means the death penalty 
is now officially off the books. 
According to Amnesty International, 
108 countries had completely scrapped 
the death penalty by the end of 2020, 
while 144 had abolished it either in law 
or in practice. — AFP 

Sierra Leone abolishes 
inhumane death penalty


