
PARIS: Iran’s first president after the 1979 
Islamic revolution, Abolhassan Banisadr, died in a 
Paris hospital yesterday aged 88, after decades of 
exile in France following his dismissal by parlia-
ment. “After a long illness, Abolhassan Banisadr 
died on Saturday at the (Pitie-)Salpetriere hospi-
tal” in southeast Paris, official IRNA news agency 

said, citing a source close to the former president. 
His family in France confirmed his death. “We 

would like to inform the honorable people of Iran 
and all the activists of independence and freedom 
that... Abolhassan Banisadr has passed away... 
after a long struggle with illness,” they said in a 
statement. The family statement hailed Banisadr as 
someone who “defended freedoms”. 

But he was slammed by Iran’s judiciary. “All 
these years, under the shadow of French and 
Western intelligence, he did not miss a beat to 
defame the people and the system of the Islamic 
republic,” said a statement published on its Mizan 
Online website. 
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By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: There has been a rise in the 
theft of vehicle catalytic converters 
recently, allegedly by workers at some 
auto repair shops as well as from parked 
cars. The catalytic converter is an 
important part that controls emissions 
produced from the vehicle to protect 
the environment and curb pollution. The 
part is expensive, ranging from KD 250 
for a Mitsubishi Pajero up to KD 490 for 
the Nissan Z and even higher for more 
expensive vehicles.   

One of the main reasons catalytic 
converters are stolen is because they 
contain expensive metals like platinum, 
palladium and rhodium. They are also 
sold to used spare part dealers in the 

scrap area or to garages. A catalytic con-
verter is an exhaust emission control 
device that converts toxic gases and pol-
lutants in exhaust gas from an internal 
combustion engine into less-toxic pollu-
tants by catalyzing a redox reaction.  

In February this year, the 
Environment Public Authority signed a 
memorandum with interior ministry that 
added a new condition to the technical 
inspection of vehicles - that car emis-
sions should conform with special stan-
dards while renewing car licenses. But 
according to a car inspection center, 
this law has not yet come into force.  

A mechanic in Shuwaikh said police 
have conducted several raids at garages in 
Shuwaikh industrial Area and confiscated 
catalytic converters found at these 

garages. “The police warned garage 
workers that it’s not allowed to remove 
this part from the vehicles. I guess this 
came after customers complained catalyt-
ic converters were stolen from their vehi-

cles, especially after it was announced 
that emissions tests will be done during 
the technical checking, for which this part 
is essential,” he told Kuwait Times. 
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 News in brief
UK, GCC negotiate trade deal 
 
MANAMA: The United Kingdom and the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council states have begun 
preliminary talks on a free trade agreement, 
Bahrain said, as London seeks to bolster its 
trade position post-Brexit. “It brings me great 
joy and pleasure to officially announce the offi-
cial launch of FTA negotiations between GCC 
countries and UK today,” Zayed bin Rashid Al-
Zayani, Bahrain’s minister of industry, commerce 
and tourism, said late Friday. — AFP 

10 hurt in attack on Saudi airport  
 
RIYADH: Ten people were wounded in a drone 
attack on a civilian airport in the Saudi city of 
Jeddah that was blamed on Yemen’s Iran-
backed Houthi rebels, official media said yester-
day. The Saudi-led coalition fighting alongside 
the Yemeni government said travelers and air-
port employees were among those injured in 
Friday’s attack, updating an earlier toll of five. 
SPA said the attack caused “minor material 
damage and some broken glass fronts” at King 
Abdullah Airport in Jazan. — AFP 

Facebook ‘censors’ Palestinians 
 
JERUSALEM: Facebook and its Instagram 
platform have wrongfully removed and sup-
pressed content by Palestinians, including about 
abuses during Zionist-Palestinian violence this 
year, Human Rights Watch said on Friday. The 
US-based watchdog cited three examples in 
which Instagram removed posts for containing 
“hate speech or symbols”, yet the posts were 
later reinstated after complaints. In addition, 
digital rights monitors reported hundreds of 
deleted posts, suspended accounts and other 
restrictions. — AFP 

Wanted Lebanese hijacker dies 
 
BEIRUT: A Lebanese man who is wanted by 
the FBI for his involvement in a 1985 plane 
hijacking died of cancer on Friday. Ali Atwi was 
among three Lebanese on a list of people 
sought by the FBI in connection with the June 
14, 1985 hijacking to Beirut of TWA flight 847, 
during which US Navy diver Robert Stethem 
was tortured and murdered. Atwi was a member 
of the powerful Lebanese Shiite group 
Hezbollah. — AFP 

COVID causes steep rise  
in depression, anxiety

Kuwait introduces mental health services • Booster shot registration opens
KUWAIT/PARIS: A major study showed 
yesterday that cases of depression and 
anxiety surged by more than a quarter 
globally during the first year of the pan-
demic, especially among women and young 
adults. In the first worldwide estimate of 
the mental health impact of COVID-19, 
researchers estimated that 2020 saw an 
additional 52 million people suffer from 
major depressive disorder, and an addi-
tional 76 million cases of anxiety. These 
represent a 28- and 26-percent increase in 
the two disorders respectively, according 
to the study, published in The Lancet med-
ical journal.   

Meanwhile, Kuwait has introduced new 
mental health services to address compli-
cations caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic in the past 18 months. As life is 
returning to normal gradually with COVID-
19 vaccination rates averaging over 70 per-
cent, Kuwait Center for Mental Health 
(KCMH) has succeeded in promoting the 

importance of mental health to the public.  
“The coronavirus pandemic forced 

countries around the world to close their 
borders and impose strict entry restric-
tions and quarantine. They restricted large 
gatherings in order to contain the spread 
of the virus, which largely affected some 
segments of the population, especially 
those suffering from mental health issues,” 
Director of KCMH Dr Khulood Al-Ali said.  

Amidst the devastating impact of 
COVID-19 on mental health, Dr Al-Ali told 
KUNA, World Mental Health Day, which is 
marked today, was an opportunity to raise 
awareness about mental health issues. 
COVID-19 affects the society in general, 
she added, and this could cause growing 
anxiety. She said mental health cases could 
rise to 50 percent following coronavirus 
infections.  

Dr Al-Ali said the ministry of health 
formed a team to provide therapy for 
healthcare workers and people infected 

with the virus. The ministry also provided 
video messages to help people overcome 
the pandemic and think positively. There 
was also a support team to help people 
who were in quarantine or locked up dur-
ing the lockdown periods, she said.  

Dr Al-Ali said World Mental Health Day 
aims at raising awareness about the impor-
tance of having good mental health in 
order to address stress, depression, exces-
sive anxiety and feeling of guilt. She said 
there are organizations that help in raising 
awareness about mental health and 
improving the way society looks at mental 
health patients.  

Dr Ammar Al-Sayegh, head of the men-
tal health department at KCMH, said the 
center was reaching out to the public in 
order to raise mental health awareness. 
Speaking to KUNA, Dr Al-Sayegh said 
COVID-19 has been impacting living and 
mental conditions of people around the 
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KUWAIT: The health ministry’s website opened registrations to receive the COVID-
19 vaccine booster shot yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Theft of catalytic converters 
on the rise in Kuwait

BEIRUT: Lebanon was plunged into a total blackout 
yesterday after two main power stations went offline 
because they ran out of fuel, the state electricity corpo-
ration said. The Mediterranean country is battling one 
of the planet’s worst economic crises since the 1850s, 
and has in recent months struggled to import enough 
fuel oil for its power plants. 

State electricity in most places is barely available for 
an hour a day amid rolling power cuts, while the fuel 
needed to power private backup generators is also in 
short supply. “After the Deir Ammar power station was 
forced to stop producing power yesterday morning 
(Friday) due its gasoil reserves running out, the Zahrani 
plant also stopped this afternoon for the same reason,” 
Electricite du Liban said in a statement. 

This led to the network’s “complete collapse without 
any possibility of restoring it for the time being”, it said. 
It was the second such complete outage reported by 
EDL since the start of the month, after a similar incident 
last Saturday. A source at the energy ministry told AFP 
that all was being done  “to find a way out of the prob-
lem and ensure fuel”. 

EDL said that a fuel oil shipment was expected to 
arrive yesterday evening, and was expected to unload 
at the beginning of next week. Restoring electricity is 
one of the many tough tasks facing Lebanon’s new 
government, formed last month after 13 months of 
political wrangling.  

Several measures have been launched in a desper-
ate bid to keep the lights on. Lebanon has reached 
an agreement towards bringing Jordanian electricity 
and Egyptian gas into the country via war-torn 
Syria, while Shiite movement Hezbollah has separate-
ly started hydrocarbon deliveries from Iran. The state 
is also bringing in some oil fuel for power stations in 
exchange for medical services under a swap deal 
with Iraq. — AFP 

Total blackout  
in Lebanon as 
fuel runs out 

AUVERS-SUR-OISE, France: This file photo taken on Aug 
19, 1981 shows former president of Iran Abolhassan 
Banisadr. — AFP (See Page 7)

First president  
of Iran Banisadr  
dies in exile


