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Hertha Berlin tell
unvaccinated 
players to pay 
for COVID tests
BERLIN: Hertha Berlin are to insist play-
ers and backroom staff who refuse to be
vaccinated pay for their own COVID-19
tests in the future, the Bundesliga club
confirmed yesterday. A club spokesman
told AFP subsidiary SID that players or
staff who refuse a coronavirus vaccine
will soon have to pay for their own PCR
testing, which costs around 70 euros
($80) each time.

Under German Football League (DFL)
rules, players must have a PCR test twice
a week, but Hertha have their personnel
tested six times every week. Hertha
sports director Fredi Bobic told German
daily Bild that “90 percent” of their play-
ing squad and staff are vaccinated.

Around 82 percent of all players in the
Bundesliga are reportedly vaccinated.
The Hertha squad has already been
quarantined twice this year due to out-
breaks of the coronavirus. Hertha Berlin
has made a poor start to the Bundesliga
season by losing five of their first seven
league games.  —AFP

LONDON: Premier League matches are once again
being played in packed stadiums after Britain’s suc-
cessful coronavirus vaccine rollout — but the reluc-
tance of many players to get jabbed is proving a
headache for football authorities.

The UK has one of the highest overall virus death
tolls in the world, at more than 137,000, but more
than 82 percent of over-16s have had two doses of
the vaccine, according to the latest government fig-
ures. The rapid rollout has enabled the easing of
restrictions on large gatherings, with a welcome
return of supporters to football grounds.

However, although no official figures have been
offered by the Premier
League, reports suggest
only seven of England’s 20
top-flight clubs have more
than 50 percent of their
squad fully vaccinated. “It’s
low, not just in the Premier
League but in the Football
League as well. It’s very
low,” said former
Manchester United captain
Gary Neville, who has an
ownership stake in League
Two club Salford City.

“We have to accept and understand why that is,
but I think it is also time for the players or the PFA
(Professional Footballers’ Association) to come
out and explain what the concerns are that the
players have and why they are not taking these
vaccinations.”

Incentives have been discussed as an option by
clubs to get more players to come forward to have
the jab, including a potential relaxing of stringent
coronavirus protocols. A bespoke quarantine
exemption has been granted by the government to
allow players to represent their nations in countries

on Britain’s travel red-list, leaving them able to
return to train and play with their clubs — but only
if they have been fully vaccinated.

Hesitancy
The most prominent reasons put forward for the

hesitancy are that players are young, healthy indi-
viduals less likely to suffer the worst effects of
COVID-19, and the influence of anti-vaccination
propaganda on social media.

Newcastle goalkeeper Karl Darlow encouraged
his team-mates to get jabbed after he was hospital-
ized by the virus in July. “It felt worse than razor

blades. It was like some-
one had just shut my
throat off,” the 30-year-
old told The Times.

Newcastle pair Jamaal
Lascelles and Allan Saint-
Maximin were also side-
lined for weeks by the
long-term effects of
COVID last season. Yet
Magpies manager Steve
Bruce confirmed that had
not been enough to con-

vince all of his players.
“We’ve got a lot of players who haven’t had the

jab. It’s their prerogative,” Bruce said in August.
“We’ve had two or three players really sick with
COVID here and Karl Darlow spent the best part of
a week in hospital with it, so we’ve seen the severity
of it first-hand. But there are a lot of conspiracy the-
ories out there.”

British Health Secretary Sajid Javid has expressed
his “disappointment” and concern at the potential
impact of vaccine hesitancy among Premier League
stars on children and young people. And England’s
deputy chief medical officer Jonathan Van-Tam has

addressed Premier League captains in a bid to reas-
sure them on any health concerns.

Footballing authorities have so far allowed for
personal choice, without any sanctions for the
unvaccinated. By contrast, NBA stars in the United
States face docked pay and missing matches if they
are not vaccinated in states where indoor events
require full vaccination.

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp came out
strongly in favor of vaccination last week, comparing
not getting vaccinated to drink-driving. The German
boss, who said his squad were “99 percent” vacci-

nated, said: “I don’t understand how that is a limita-
tion of freedom.”

Middlesbrough manager Neil Warnock branded
his own players who refuse to get jabbed “irre-
sponsible”. However, Neville believes education
and encouragement are a better solution than a
hard-line stance.

“I don’t agree with forced vaccination and the
idea of taking wages off players who aren’t vacci-
nated is beyond a step too far, it’s absolutely wrong,”
he said. “We can encourage players to be vaccinated
but we can’t force them in my opinion.” —AFP

Only seven clubs have more than 50% of squad fully vaccinated

Premier League scrambles to
convince stars to get vaccinated

LONDON: In this file photo taken on August 13, 2021 a general view shows the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Brentford and Arsenal at Brentford Community Stadium in London. —AFP

Ireland’s Robinson
unvaccinated despite
double COVID infection
LONDON: Ireland striker Callum Robinson revealed
he has not had a COVID vaccine despite contracting
the virus twice, insisting players had the right to
choose what to do with their bodies. Robinson, who
plays for West Bromwich Albion in England’s second
tier, first tested positive in November 2020 and
caught COVID-19 again in August 2021, missing a
World Cup qualifier against Portugal on September 1.

“It’s annoying that I’ve caught it twice, but I
haven’t been vaccinated. Further down the line I
could change my mind,” the 26-year-old said on
Tuesday. “There are managers and people that will
want you to do it, which is right in their way, but
everyone has their choice on what they want to do. I

wouldn’t force people to do it, it’s your choice and
your body.”

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp last week
expressed his frustration at the Premier League’s low
vaccine uptake, comparing not taking the jab to
drink-driving. But Chelsea boss Thomas Tuchel said
he was not “angry” with N’Golo Kante after the
France midfielder tested positive last month, although
his vaccination status is unconfirmed.

Ireland manager Stephen Kenny acknowledged he
could not force players to get vaccinated but under-
lined his trust in medical advice. “It would be quite a
radical viewpoint to just say, ‘Whoever is not vacci-
nated is not being selected in the future’,” he said.
“There are a lot of myths and issues around virility
that people are concerned about. It is complex. I am
not a medical expert, but I do trust the experts and I
do think it is better to be double-vaccinated.”

Winless Ireland sit fourth in their World Cup
qualifying group with two points from five matches.

Kenny’s team play Azerbaijan in Baku in their next
World Cup qualifier on Saturday before welcoming
Qatar to Dublin for a friendly on October 12. —AFP
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Unvaccinated Irving
misses Nets’ first
practice in New York
LOS ANGELES: Brooklyn point guard Kyrie
Irving, who has been staunchly against getting
vaccinated for the coronavirus, missed the Nets’
practice on Tuesday. Irving practiced with his
teammates last week in San Diego but did not
attend the team’s first practice in New York City
as a result of the city’s strict COVID-19 proto-
cols.

Because of the ongoing global pandemic,
New York has implemented new health and
safety regulations which do not allow unvacci-
nated athletes to take part in practices and

games. Irving would need proof of at least one
vaccine shot in order to practice at the Barclays
Center arena.

“No further update,” Nets coach Steve Nash
said at practice on Tuesday. “We support him.
We are here for him. Things change. When
there’s a resolution, we’re here for him.” If
Irving continues to shun the vaccine, he would
start missing Brooklyn’s home games. Irving
could end up losing millions of dollars if he does
not play home games this season.

“I’m not really worried about anything,” Nash
said. “We’re just trying to work every day. We
came in today and had a great practice and we’ll
do the same tomorrow, and that’s kind of where I
leave it.” The Nets next preseason game is Friday
against Milwaukee at Barclays Center. Brooklyn’s
regular season home opener is October 24
against Charlotte.  —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving of the Brooklyn Nets cheers
from the bench during a preseason game against the
Los Angeles Lakers at Staples Center on Sunday in Los
Angeles, California. —AFP


