
BOSTON: Xander Bogaerts smashed a two-run
homer as the Boston Red Sox dumped the New
York Yankees out of the postseason with a 6-2 vic-
tory in their American League wild card clash at
Fenway Park on Tuesday.

Bogaerts’ blast and a Kyle Schwarber homer
helped knock Yankees ace Gerrit Cole out of the
game after only 50 pitches as the Red Sox
advanced to a divisional series against the top-
seeded Tampa Bay Rays.

It was a miserable outing for Cole, who joined
the Bronx Bombers in 2019 on a whopping $324
million deal — the richest contract for a pitcher in
MLB history. Red Sox starter Nathan Eovaldi
meanwhile struck out eight over 5.1 innings before
Ryan Brasier, Tanner Houck and Hansel Robles
combined for three scoreless innings to smother the
Yankees bats.

Boston attacked Cole early on, with shortstop
Bogaerts clubbing a 427-foot homer to center field
to put the Red Sox 2-0 up. The Sox extended their
lead in the bottom of the third when Schwarber
smoked a 435ft monster to right field to make it 3-0.

That was followed by a single from Enrique
Hernandez and another walk from Rafael Devers,
enough to prompt Yankees manager Aaron Boone
to make a pitching change, yanking Cole for Clay
Holmes. New York stopped the bleeding momentar-
ily, and when Anthony Rizzo blasted a 408-foot

breaking ball to right-field in the top of the sixth
inning, the Yankees were finally in business.

Aaron Judge then singled to build pressure for
New York, and Red Sox skipper Alex Cora
responded by abruptly yanking Eovaldi for Brasier.
But just as it looked as if momentum might have
swung back to New York, the Yankees let the Red
Sox off the hook.

Giancarlo Stanton’s sharp line drive sent Judge
hurtling around the bases from first, but a superb

relay throw from Hernandez to Bogaerts to catcher
Kevin Plawecki saw the New York slugger out at
home plate. Stanton swore in frustration and in the
bottom of the inning the Red Sox restored their
three-run lead when Alex Verdugo’s double into
right field sent Bogaerts scurrying home for 4-1.

Verdugo then struck again in the bottom of the
seventh, singling to score Schwarber and Hernandez.
Stanton homered at the top of the ninth to give the

Yankees hope but Red Sox closer Garrett Whitlock
shut it down and mopped up Joey Gallo and Gleyber
Torres to wrap up the win. — AFP

S p o r t s Thursday, October 7, 2021

14

Cole knocked 
out after 

50 pitches

Bogaerts blast as Red Sox
dump Yankees out of playoffs

BOSTON: Manager Aaron Boone #17 takes out Gerrit Cole #45 of the New York Yankees against the Boston
Red Sox during the third inning of the American League Wild Card game at Fenway Park on Tuesday in
Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

France face
Belgium hoping
to banish Euro
flop memories 
MILAN: France will take to the field
for tonight’s Nations League semi-final
against Belgium in Turin with some-
thing to prove following their shock
early exit from Euro 2020. World
champions France were among the
favorites to win the summer’s European
Championship but failed to set the
tournament alight despite having a
squad packed with world-class talent.
Their elimination on penalties at the
hands of Switzerland in the last 16 —
after leading 3-1 with 15 minutes of
normal time remaining — was a partic-
ular shock, and led to some fallout
within the French camp.

On Tuesday sports daily L’Equipe
published a lengthy interview with star
forward Kylian Mbappe, whose missed
spot-kick handed the Swiss a memo-
rable win in one of the matches of the
tournament. He said he would have
liked “more support” following his
shoot-out error. “What shocked me,
once again, was being called a monkey
for a penalty,” Mbappe said. “That’s

why I wanted support, not because I
shot the penalty to the left and (Yann)
Sommer saved it.”

Mbappe also said that he could have
had more support from his teammates
on the field right after missing the
penalty, but on Tuesday vice-captain
Raphael Varane insisted the squad sup-
ports one another. “We are together
when things are going well as well as
when things are not going so well,”
Manchester United defender Varane
told reporters. “We take on things
together, we don’t leave anyone behind.
That’s our philosophy, and that’s not
going to change.”

Euro flops meet
France go into the match on an

unconvincing run of form, with the 2-0
World Cup qualifying win over Finland
last month their first victory after a run of
five draws. They will be missing midfield
dynamo N’Golo Kante after he contract-
ed COVID-19 in the run up to Chelsea’s
1-0 defeat at Juventus last week. “We
shouldn’t play down this competition, it’s
replaced friendly fixtures which weren’t
very popular,” said France coach Didier
Deschamps. “We know we’re here with
an aim and unlike other competitions
we’re already in the semi-finals.”

Belgium too will be looking to
bounce back from their Euro campaign
on the turf of the team which knocked
them out of the tournament in the quar-

ter-finals. Roberto Martinez’s side may
have gone one better than France in the
summer but it was more disappoint-
ment for the team ranked number one in
the world. The Red Devils’ only major
sporting honor is gold at the 1920
Olympics, which were held in Antwerp,
and a golden generation of players has
fallen short both at the Euro and the last
World Cup, where they were eliminated
by France in the semis.

“They have six or seven players with

more than 100 caps, who have been
there for a very long time,” said
Deschamps. “It’s not for nothing that
they’re ranked the best team in the
world. They’re well organized, have
young players who stand out but also a
core of very experienced players which
makes them one of the best teams in
Europe and the world. It’s a very, very
good generation of players which has
not yet experienced the joy of winning
a tournament.” —AFP

News in brief

Amir Cup final Dec 21;
push for capacity crowd

KUWAIT: The Amir Cup final between
Kuwait SC and Qadsiya SC is set to take
place on December 21, 2021 at Jaber
International Stadium, Kuwait Football
Association announced yesterday. The final
was postponed from its original November 23
date for technical reasons, while efforts are
currently ongoing to have the match held in
front of a full capacity crowd. Kuwait had
banned fans in stadiums after reported viola-
tions of mandatory health protocols in the
stands during a semi-final match between
archrivals Qadsiya SC and Arabi SC earlier
this month.

Bowling Open underway

KUWAIT: Qualifier for the Kuwait Bowling
Open Tournament, organized by Kuwait
Bowling Club, are taking place currently with
daily matches starting at 10:00 am. The top
16 bowlers who will qualify in the trials will
enter the competition, which concludes
October 23. Bowlers of both genders from
Kuwait and GCC are participating in large
numbers. The organizing committee seeks to
prepare the atmosphere for participants in
the tournament, which is considered a prepa-
ration for the upcoming championship to be
held in UAE in November. All health proto-
cols for the prevention of coronavirus are
being observed.

Alpine to join Le Mans

PARIS: Alpine will rejoin the top class of
endurance racing including at the 24 Hours of
Le Mans as of the 2024 season, the French
sports car manufacturer confirmed on
Tuesday. Already present on the Formula 1
circuit the re-branded Renault team Alpine
also raced on the endurance circuit this sea-
son with a prototype sports model.
“Contesting both Formula 1 and on the
Endurance circuit, Alpine will be one of the
rare brands present in the two top racing dis-
ciplines in motor racing,” said Alpine Racing
chief Laurent Rossi. The Alpine will join
Peugeot, Porsche, Audi, Cadillac, Acura,
BMW and others in a growing field of com-
petitors. — AFP

Second most watched

LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady’s return to face
his former NFL team, the New England
Patriots, racked up enormous American
viewing numbers making it one of the most
watched ‘Sunday Night Football’ games in
history. The Tampa Bay quarterback, now
44, led the Buccaneers to a 19-17 win over
the Patriots in a game that was watched by
28.5 million viewers, once the people watch-
ing across all platforms, NBC, Peacock, NBC
Sports Digital and NFL Digital have been
factored in. That is the second highest total
for a ‘Sunday Night Football’ contest behind
only the record 30.3 million viewers for a
regular-season-ending Dallas Cowboys-
Washington Redskins game in 2012. The
broadcast from Foxborough, Massachusetts
was also viewed by 34 percent of all house-
holds watching TV that were tuned to NBC.
That is the highest total in the 16 years of
‘Sunday Night Football’. The online stream
drew approximately 1.3 million viewers, the
largest ever for an NBC broadcast of an
NFL contest. — AFP

TUBIZE: Belgium’s midfielder Hans Vanaken (left) challenges Belgium’s forward
Eden Hazard during a training session in Tubize on Tuesday in preparations of
their UEFA Nations League semifinal football match against France. — AFP

Boston to face top-seeded Tampa Bay in divisional series

Ozil to address
lack of South
Asians in football
LONDON: Former Arsenal star Mesut Ozil hopes
to boost the numbers of British South Asians break-
ing into professional football after helping launch a
development center in Bradford. The United
Kingdom has a South Asian population of more
than three million people, which amounts to seven
per cent of the population.

Yet only 11 British South Asians have played the
professional game in England. In a bid to redress
that stark imbalance, Fenerbahce midfielder Ozil
joined forces with the Football Association and the
Football for Peace organization.

Football for Peace, led by former British South
Asian player Kashif Siddiqi and the FA, are co-

launching the Mesut Ozil Development Centre in
Bradford, which has a large South Asian community.
The center will run football and life skill sessions at
League Two side Bradford City’s training ground.

Several Premier League and Football League
clubs have also signed up to the initiative and it is

hoped the Bradford center will be the first of many
to open nationwide. Ozil has Turkish roots but rep-
resented Germany, the country of his birth, before
quitting the international stage in 2018 in protest at
“racism and disrespect”.

“I have always been surprised why the South
Asian Community are only allowed to be fans of the
game, why are we not seeing more players or man-
agers breaking into professional football?” Ozil said.
“I want to support them, give them an opportunity
to be successful both on and off the pitch. I am from
an ethnically diverse background and understand
the challenges. I hope the Football for Peace Mesut
Ozil Centre will become the platform they need.”

The center will also provide workshops for par-
ents to help build the relationship between South
Asians and the wider football community. Siddiqi,
who co-founded Football for Peace said: “Football
has given me so much and working with Mesut we
want to create a platform that will provide a frame-
work inside the football pyramid between profes-
sional clubs and also our community.” — AFP

Mesut Ozil

PARIS: Holders Barcelona got the
defense of their Women’s Champions
League title off to a impressive start
on Tuesday with a crushing 4-1 win
over Arsenal while former women’s
Ballon d’Or winner Ada Hegerberg
made her long-awaited return for sev-
en-time champions Lyon.

Crowned champions after thrash-
ing Chelsea in a clash of first-time
finalists last May, Barcelona made
short work of another London team
as Mariona Caldentey and Alexia
Putellas, the reigning UEFA women’s
player of the year, put them 2-0 up by
halftime. Two minutes into the second
half Asisat Oshoala latched on to a
raking through ball and calmly slotted
past the advancing Manuela
Zinsberger in the Arsenal goal. Frida
Manuum got on the end of a setpiece
cross to pull one back for the Gunners
in the 74th minute but six minutes

from time substitute Lieke Martens
lifted the ball over Zinsberger to make
it four.

The Austrian goalkeeper had some
late comfort when she saved a penalty
from Putellas in added time. The other
game in Group C saw Belgian interna-
tional Tine De Caigny scoring twice
as Hoffenheim thrashed Danish side
Koge 5-0.

In Group D, Lyon cruised to a
comfortable 3-0 win against Hacken
in Sweden. Melvine Malard put the
French side ahead in the tenth minute
with Catarina Macario adding a sec-
ond three minutes after the break. An
own goal from Stine Larsen secured
the points. The most significant
moment of the match, though, came in
the 78th minute when Hegerberg, the
inaugural women’s Ballon d’Or winner
in 2018, ended a 20-month injury
absence, coming on for Macario.

With 53 goals, Hegerberg is the
all-time top-scorer in the competition
but the 26-year-old Norway attacker
has been out of action since January
2020 after rupturing a cruciate liga-
ment in her right knee and then suf-
fering a left tibia stress fracture.

Lyon’s streak of five straight

Champions League titles was ended
in the quarter-finals last season by
Paris Saint-Germain, who also pipped
Lyon to the French crown. In the oth-
er game in the group, Benfica goal-
keeper Leticia put in a star perform-
ance to frustrate Bayern Munich who
had to settle for a 0-0 draw. — AFP

Barca make winning start in
Women’s Champions League

GOTHENBURG: Lyon’s Ada Hegerberg (left) enters the pitch during the UEFA
Women’s Champions League Group D match against Hacken at Bravida Arena
in Gothenburg, Sweden, on Tuesday. —AFP


