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News in brief

Kuwait oil at $80 pb

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwait’s crude oil
broke the $80 per barrel barrier for the first
time since 2018, driven by optimism of the mar-
ket’s full recovery from the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by $2.37 to
$80.76 per barrel Tuesday as opposed to
$78.39 pb the day before, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. As for the
Brent crude and West Texas Intermediate, the
global prices of both closed upward with the
first gaining $1.31 to reach $78.93 per barrel
and the latter going up $1.30 to $82.56 pb.

Domestic abuse

KUWAIT: A woman ran to her neighbor’s
house to escape from her husband, who beat
her and threatened to kill her, Al-Rai Arabic
daily reported yesterday quoting a security
source. The neighbor called police and asked
for an ambulance. Paramedics took the bat-
tered woman to hospital. The victim told police
a domestic dispute took place that ended with
her being beaten. The husband will be sum-
moned as investigations are underway.

Search for ‘thief’

KUWAIT: A woman told police that a man
entered her house with intention to steal, but
fled after she discovered him, Al-Rai Arabic
daily reported yesterday. Detectives are
searching for the man, and will check surveil-
lance cameras of neighbors and those in the
street in an attempt to identify him, said
sources quoted in the report.

GENEVA: The State of Kuwait underlined yester-
day that it is essential to throw much weight behind
political tracks to address the crises of asylum-
seekers and refugees worldwide in a bid to turn
emergency relief into sustainable development. The
remark was made by Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative at the United Nations (UN) and
International Organizations in Geneva Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim during the 72nd session of the
Executive Committee of the Program of the United
Nations High Commissioner’s Program for
Refugees, held between October 4-8.

Ghunaim elaborated that those political tracks
could be supported by spurring preventive diplo-
macy and resolution of conflicts through political
dialogue, and motivating mediation efforts as the
sole way to attain peace and stability, thus moving
from the phase of emergency relief to that of sus-
tainable development. He sounded the alarm that
prolonged humanitarian crises, failure to find solu-
tions and incompliance with international human
rights law put regional and international security
and peace in jeopardy.

“The failure and reluctance of the international
community to handle all these problems culminate
in the deterioration and aggravation of political
conditions, which necessitates closer joint coopera-
tion in various fields targeting better conditions for
internally displaced persons and refugees in host
countries,” the Kuwaiti diplomat said. He under-
scored that it is imperative to carry on concerted
international efforts to fight the fallout of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19), especially reflections on
refugees and displaced persons. Given the enor-
mous and intricate challenges worldwide, it is the
responsibility of everyone to back the UN refugee
agency’s efforts, he emphasized.

‘Step up coordination’
The United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) has 20 million refugees world-

wide under its mandate, while the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in

the Near East (UNRWA) has nearly 5.7 million
Palestinian refugees, not to mention 48 million inter-
nally displaced persons, he said, adding that there

are also 4.1 million asylum-seekers. Accordingly, the
humanitarian community should step up coordina-
tion between regional and international agencies
and nongovernmental organizations in response to
such circumstances and challenges, Ghunaim added.

In this context, the Kuwaiti diplomat restated his
country’s commitment to backing the efforts of the
UN refugee agency and other international humani-
tarian organizations. He pointed out Kuwait’s total
contributions of over $327 million to the global fight
against COVID-19. The Executive Committee of the
High Commissioner’s Program (ExCom) meets in
Geneva annually to review and approve the
agency’s programs and budget, advise on interna-
tional protection and discuss a range of other issues
with UNHCR and intergovernmental and non-gov-
ernmental partners. — KUNA

Nearly 20 million refugees worldwide under UNHCR’s mandate

UNRWA has 
5.7 million
Palestinian

refugees

UKHIA: Rohingya refugees walk back home after collecting relief material at the Kutupalong refugee camp
in Ukhia yesterday. —AFP

Kuwait urges political backing to
asylum-seekers, refugees worldwide

EU: GCC countries
important partners
in energy supply
BRUSSELS: The European Union yesterday said it is in
contact with the Gulf Cooperation (GCC) countries
regarding the energy issue saying they are important
players in the energy sector. “This issue is very much in
the center of the attention of EU, “EU lead spokesperson
for foreign affairs and security policy Peter Stano told a
press conference in Brussels in reply to a question on
energy cooperation. “EU High Representative is doing
the necessary outreach to the (GCC) countries which
have a role to play and which could be also very impor-
tant partners with us in this issue, not only tackling the
prices of energy but in general when it comes to Green
transition, sustainable and renewable energy,” he said.

He noted that this issue was raised by the EU High
Representative Josep Borrell during his recent visit to
Qatar, the UAE and Saudi Arabia. “These three coun-
tries are very important players when it comes to
energy supply and the issue of energy supply, energy
prices and the sustainability of the overall environment
in this regard was also raised and discussed,” he said.
Stano said there are ongoing contacts between the
27-member bloc and partners in the Gulf region and
these discussions will continue. — KUNA

Riyadh Int’l Book
Fair rich cultural
event: Ambassador
RIYADH: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah affirmed
that the Riyadh International Book Fair 2021 is a
diverse and rich cultural event to the Gulf and the
Arab world. In remarks to the press yesterday on
the sidelines of his visit to the fair, Sheikh Ali lauded
the organizers of the event, thanking the Saudi
Ministry of Culture for this great cultural gathering.
The ambassador also pointed out that Saudi Arabia

has a rich and great cultural asset and bright minds
that have influenced Gulf, Arab and Islamic culture
and literature. Sheikh Ali stressed that Kuwaiti pub-
lishing houses and writers represent the bright-civi-
lized Kuwaiti culture and literature. Last Thursday,
the Saudi Minister of Culture, Prince Bader bin
Farhan, inaugurated the Riyadh International Book
Fair 2021 under the patronage of the Saudi King
Salman bin Abdulaziz, with the participation of more
than 1,000 publishing houses from 30 countries. The
exhibition will be held on an area of more than
36,000 square meters and includes areas dedicated
to the work of publishers, workshops, dialogue ses-
sions, and training courses, as well as poetry and art
gatherings, performances, and international plays
presented in three external theaters. — KUNA

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah tours the Riyadh International Book Fair 2021. — KUNA photos

stc sponsors
‘Safe Education’
national campaign
KUWAIT: Kuwait
Telecommunications Company - stc, a
world-class digital leader providing
innovative services and platforms to
customers, enabling the digital trans-
formation in Kuwait, announced its
sponsorship of the national campaign
‘Safe Education’. The cam-
paign aims to provide a
safe and healthy environ-
ment for education in col-
laboration with the
Ministries of Education,
Health, Interior, and
Information. 

Launched under the
slogan ‘Safe Education’,
the national initiative cor-
responds with the return
of students to schools. The
campaign began on Thursday,
September 30, 2021, and will run
throughout the year while upholding
the highest strict health protocols and
procedures, in line with stc’s corporate
social responsibility framework. 

The objective of the campaign is to
support the Kuwaiti society by focus-
ing on highlighting the precautionary
health requirements and procedures
that need to be followed by male and
female students in their return back to
school. After a break of almost 18
months due to the preventative meas-
ures applied to minimize the spread of
the Coronavirus, the campaign was

launched as a reminder of the neces-
sary safety protocols set by govern-
ment bodies to manage the start of the
new academic school year (2021-2022).

Through its role, stc collaborated
with the Ministries of Education,
Health, Interior, and Information by uti-
lizing its various social and digital plat-
forms to spread awareness on the safe-
ty measures applicable to students and
parents in the return to school. As a
telecom leader possessing the know-
how of reaching customers, the
Company launched an SMS campaign

with educational and
instructive messages to
inform parents and stu-
dents on the different pre-
ventative safety measures
that should be applied.

In addition to its contri-
bution of sharing valuable
information regarding pre-
ventative measures, stc will
be scheduling field visits to
different schools to meet
with students. These field
visits will help showcase

firsthand some of the routine safety
protocols that students can adopt to
stay safe and healthy, while giving stc
an opportunity to distribute gifts to the
students as a form of encouragement.  

Commenting on stc’s participation in
this initiative, Danah Al-Jasem, General
Manager of Corporate
Communications at stc, said, “stc is
accustomed to participate in initiatives
that support the community, therefore
it is not new for the Company to par-
ticipate in activities that focus on bene-
fiting our society. Having said that, stc
was keen to participate in an initiative

that focused on strengthening and con-
firming the commitments parents and
students need to uphold in their return
to school. It is essential that both par-
ents and students apply the precau-
tionary health requirements and proce-
dures set by the Ministries of Health
and Education from the moment they
leave their homes up until they leave
the school.” 

Jasem added, “At stc, we strive to
participate in initiatives that aim to edu-
cate the community and spread aware-
ness on various causes. When targeting
specific groups within the community,
such as parents and students, we
launched our awareness campaign
through stc’s social media platforms as
a reminder of the important health and
safety measures we need to consider to
protect our sons and daughters.”

In appreciation of the unique initia-
tive, Jasem commended the efforts of
the participating government entities
in organizing and launching an aware-
ness campaign directed to protecting
the students of Kuwait. In this regard,

Jasem expressed her deep gratitude
and appreciation to the government
institutions for initiating a campaign
that aims to spread a positive impact
in the community. The campaign not
only aligns with the goals and vision of
the Kuwaiti government, but also pro-
tects students and the Kuwaiti society
as a whole.

Jasem concluded, “Based on stc’s
values and our CSR framework, we
were keen to accept the invitation from
the State’s ministries to support their
overall objective of protecting and
empowering the Kuwaiti society. It is a
critical step during this time to ensure
that the appropriate safety and health
measures are met in order to minimize
the impacts caused by the pandemic,
and as stc, we will continue to build on
the role we play within the community.
In this regard, we will spare no effort in
progressively developing our CSR
framework by participating and
launching initiatives that support the
community and assist the nation in
overcoming the pandemic.”

Danah Al-Jasem

KUWAIT: stc honors Interior Ministry officials.

Bohra Sultan’s
representative
congratulates Amir
KUWAIT: Sheikh Yahia Al-Badri, Representative
of Sultan of the Bohra Community in Kuwait,
expressed his sincerest felicitations and congrat-
ulations to His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and
the Kuwaiti peoples, on the anniversary of His
Highness the Amir completing one year in office.
He also voiced his heartedly wishes for all good-
ness to prevail during his rule, with remarkable
achievements, prosperity and development in
Kuwait. On this occasion, the Muslim Bohra
Community residing in Kuwait felicitates the
Kuwaiti peoples on this anniversary, beseeching
Allah Almighty for all goodness, security, safety
and advancement for the State of Kuwait.

Sheikh Yahia Al-Badri


